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It is with- great pride and responsibility that | present the 13th
edition of the ASEANAPOL Bulletin. This publication reflects our
unwavering commitment to fostering peace, security, and
cooperation across the "ASEAN region and beyond. In today’s
increasingly complex and interconnected world, the role of law
enforcement in protecting.our communities has never been more

criticak

This edition highlights the collective, achievements of our
Member Countries in ‘combating transnational crime, including
drug trafficking, human. trafficking, terrorism, and_egybercrime.
These successes underscore the strength of our partnerships,
both within ASEAN and with international counterparts, as we
work together to ensure the safety and security of our citizens.

As we confront the rapid evolution of criminal tactics and the
growing sophistication of criminal networks, it is vital that we
remain vigilant, agile, and united. Guided by the 5 P’s of Crisis
Management—Predict, Prevent, Prepare, Perform, and Post-
Action Assessment—we are committed to addressing emerging
threats and enhancing law enforcement capabilities to maintain
the security and stability of our region.

We recognize that criminal activities now transcend national
boundaries, posing significant threats to our communities. These
challenges require a coordinated response, and I.am committed
the ASEANAPOL Secretariat's with
accountability, transparency, and integrity. Together, we will

to leading efforts

overcome these obstacles and ensure that our region remains a
safe place to live, work, and do business.

As the Bible says, "Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord"

MARTI N EZ VI N L UANsalm 33:12). With this in mind, | extend my heartfelt gratitude

(:(&87,9( ',5(&72

to the Chiefs of ASEANAPOL Member Countries, our Dialogue
gartners, Observers, and like-minded partners, as well as our
dedicated Secretariat staff, for their unwavering support. Let us
stay steadfast in our shared mission to create a safer and more
secure ASEAN for all. As our motto echoes, "Together we keep
this Region Safe."

Thank you for your continued dedication. Let us work together to
ensure a brighter and safer future for generations to come.

UHO\

AVI®'MARTINEZ VINLUAN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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As we navigate an increasingly complex global landscape, the
importance of strategic partnerships has never been more
evident. ASEANAPOL exemplifies the power of collaboration
withtmour Dialogue Partners, Observers, and like-minded
institutions, united by our shared values, vision, and mission in

the pursuit of safety, security, and justice for all.

Today, we reaffirm our commitment.to expanding these strategic
partnerships. These relationships are not merely symbolic; they
form the foundation on which we combine our expertise and
resources to create a.more robust and agile response to the
criminal threats that undermine our societies. Central to this
effort is the global sharing of criminal data, along with the
implementation of effective operational policing models. These
pillars are crucial to strengthening law enforcement capabilities
across the region, enabling us to confront the challenges posed
by
determination.

transnational organized crime with resilience and

Through enhanced cooperation and deeper collaboration, we
can develop innovative, cross-border solutions to address the
complex challenges posed by transnational crime:Our collective
mission extends beyond protecting the public; it is to ensure that
the most vulnerable in our communities, those disproportionately
affected by crime, are safeguarded.

By expanding our partnerships, we not only enhance our ability
to combat crime but also contribute to creating a safer, more
secure region for all. Let us move forward with renewed vigor,
harnessing our collective expertise and resources to build a
future where the rule of law prevails, and where every individual
clm live free from fear.

6LQFHUHO\

NGUYEN HUU NGOC
DIRECTOR FOR PLANS AND
PROGRAMMES
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Facing =the challenges of post-COVID-19 is the biggest
manifestation of the ASEAN region with existing factors such as
globalization, technological developments, demographic issues,
population migration and, .cross-border crime. Transnational
crime threatens the safety and Security of our countries and the

region‘we live in.

It has taken on new forms and grown ‘in. complexity as
transnational criminals improvise and innovate new modus
operandi for committing crimes.

Fortunately, the ASEAN Region, through the agreement of the
ASEAN National Police (ASEANAPOL) on 23rd October 1981,
has made an ASEAN Police assembly that unites to deal with
cross-border crime in one dynamic cluster.

This
understanding and enthusiasm to work together to tackle the

cooperation would not have happened without
increasingly complex cross-border crimes. The biggest challenge
in tackling this cross-border crime is information sharing and real
time information. Hopefully, with our shared commitment, we will

make the region crime-free in the coming decade.

As ASEAN NATIONAL POLICE, we need to remain united and
resilient against these new and emerging threats. We need to
enhance our cooperation and collaboration and be innovative to
beat the criminals at their game. Let us work together towards a

safer and more secure for our region,

Together we make a difference.
If Not Us Who Else.

Selamat Maju Jaya ASEANAPOL

BLQFHUHO\

DR. BAKRI ZAINAL ABIDIN
DIRECTOR FOR POLICE SERVICES
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POLICE GENERAL

COMMISSIONER
GENERAL OF THE
CAMBODIAN
NATIONAL POLICE

On behalf, of the General Commissariat of the Cambodian
National Police and myself, | am pleased to join your
Excellency the Chief of ASEAN National Police and the
ASEANAPOL Secretariat inteongratulating the Foundation Day
of ASEANAPOL in conjunction with the 42nd ASEANAPOL
Conference.

Your Excellency's annual attendance at the ASEANAPOL
Conference s, indicative of the organization's, unwavering
dedication to fostering a‘comprehensive partnership to prevent
and combat all forms of.transnational crime, thereby ensuring
the peace, security, and safety of the people in the region and
around the world.

Additionally, 1"would like to convey my profound gratitude for
the positive outcomes of ASEANAPOL's bilateral, multilateral,
and regional collaborations consistent with the content and
proposals outlined in the Joint Communique of the
ASEANAPOL Conference each year.. The General
Commissariat of the Cambodian National Police would like to
reaffirm its high commitment to the ongoing active
collaboration with the member countries to uphold the bonds of
solidarity and cooperation. This will enhance the security and
safety of the ASEAN region through mutual assistance,
intelligence sharing, training, and capacity-building programs in
the era of Al technological advancements.

This is an opportunity to express my  gratitude to the
ASENAPOL Secretariat for its active performance and function
as the coordination hub, ensuring effective and smooth
communication among AMCs, DPs, and OBs.'The Secretariat
has substantially contributed ot the expansion of ASEANAPOL
cooperation on an international platform.

The General Commissariat of the Cambodian National Police
firmly believes that the ASEAN region wil remain characterized
by peace, security, unity, prosperity, and harmony as a result
of our collective endeavours.

Som Or Kun, Thank you!

SAR THETH

POLICE GENERAL
COMMISSIONER GENERAL OF THE
CAMBODIAN NATIONAL POLICE
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The Speech of Major. Gen. Khamking PHUILAMANYVONE: Minister of
the Ministry of Public Security, Chief of Lao Polie Force at the Meeting of
Senior Police Officers on Counter Narcotics Coopéiran in the Greater
Mekong Sub Region in 25th June 2024 in Lao PDR.

He said that narcotic drug is a serious problem antas spread widely from
the urban to the rural areas at many different leves and cause ofother
crimes in the society, the number of drug cases anctiminal including drug
consumers is increasing rapidly. At the same timéheir activities as well as
modus operandi of the criminal is more complicatedthe movement is
characterized by networks linking both domesticallyand internationally.

Lao PDR as well as the countries in the Greater Mahg Sub Region are
directly affected and facing the threat of drug problems unavoidable.
Currently, most people in the society affected by aigs including students,
traders, unemployment, workers, employees and civdlervants. it also drag
on economic, cultural and social development, polital stability and the

security of the society.

The government of the Lao PDR has always paid closgtention on this
matter and has cooperated with many countriesboth regional and
international such as: (1) participation in three ternational convention on
the suppression of drugs and Neuroactive substances?2) bilateral
agreement on the suppression of drugs with 13 counies, (3) signing MOU
with neighboring countries, multilateral cooperation in the ASEAN region,
the Greater Mekong Sub Region in the framework othé ASEANAPOL,
INTERPOL, established and endked the law and regulation related to the
drug control and dug suppression. All of the abovehow the attention to
solving the drug problem of Lao government and theelevant agencies. In
August 2021, the National Assembly agree to adophe solution of the drug
problem as an urgent priority and put it on the Naibnal Agenda as proposed
by the government and give to the Ministry of Publi Security tocoordinate
with related organization to cooperation and concetrate of all effort by
taking the implementation of the national agenda to solve the drug
problem.

He also stressed that in order to solve drug problm, the Ministry of public
Security tries to discuss and cooperate with publi@nd private sectors for
encouraging the implementation of the national agemla, promote the
cooperation of social paricipation to ensure the effectiveness of the
implementation in each phase. at the Meeting of Seor Police Officers on
Counter Narcotics Cooperation in the Greater Mekonub Region is
important and necessary to effective cooperation inpreventing and
combating drugs so far and also encourage of cooption through the
exchange of information, assistance and building th capacity for law
enforcement officers

6LQFHUHO\

KHAMKING PHUILAMANYVONG
MAJOR GENERAL

CHIEF OF THE LAO POLICE FORCE



Assalamualaikum Warahmatullahi Wabarakatuh.

It is a privilege to address you in this edition of the ASEANAPOL
Bulletin. Our dedication to maintaining safety and security across
ASEAN is as strong as ever. Over the years, we have faced
numerous challenges, from transnational crime to cyber threats,
which require our collective vigilance and cooperation.

The fact that crime is expanding its scope and more organized,
calls for a more comprehensive effort to counter the threat. While
our legal systems cannot be as borderless as crime itself, it is
clear that the battle against these crimes cannot be tackled by
any single nation individually. This necessitates significant
cooperation at both regional and international levels. In this
respect, we have every reason to be pleased with the regional
cooperation demonstrated by the resolutions of the
ASEANAPOL.

Looking ahead, it is imperative that we strengthen our
partnerships, not only within ASEAN but also with international
law enforcement agencies. By embracing new technologies and
innovative strategies, we can enhance our operational readiness
and resilience against emerging threats.

I would like to express my gratitude to all member countries for
their unwavering support and dedication. Together, we will
continue a build a robust and cohesive ASEANAPOL community
that safeguards the peace and security of our region.

Moving forward, let us continueto work closely together, sharing
knowledge and resources to enhance our collective capabilities.
I am confident that through our united efforts, we can ensure a

safer and more secure region for all.

I look forward to our continued success and cooperation.

6LQFHUHO\

TAN SRI RAZARUDIN BIN HUSAIN

INSPECTOR GENERAL
ROYAL MALAYSIA POLICE



Dear Esteemed Members of ASEANAPOL

As the Chief of the Myanmar Police Force, it is both an
honor and a privilege to deliver the message to the
community of the ASEANAPOL. | extend my warmest
greetings to each of you and express my deep
commitment to our shared mission of ensuring safety,
security, and justice across our region.

ASEANAPOL's role in addressing the complex issues of
transnational organized crimes has never been more vital.
Our shared commitment to intelligence sharing,
coordinated operations, and strategic cooperation has
been the backbone of our effective response to these
evolving threats. Together, we have built a robust network
that not only protects our individual nations but also
strengthens the collective security of our region.

| am proud to announce that the 42nd ASEANAPOL
Conference will be hosted in Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar, from
21 to 24 October this year. This gathering will be an
invaluable opportunity for us to further strengthen our
cooperation and address the pressing security challenges
that lie ahead in the region and beyond.

| extend my deepest gratitude to every member of
ASEANAPOL for your hard work, professionalism, and
dedication. Your efforts are crucial in maintaining the
safety and security of our communities. Let us continue to
work together, guided by our shared values and
commitment to justice, to build a safer and more secure
ASEAN region.

6LQFHUHO\

WIN ZAW MOE

POLICE LIEUTENANT GENERAL
MYANMAR POLICE FORCE



As we converge at the 42nd ASEANAPOL Conference, it is with
great pride and determination that we reaffirm our commitment
to the mission and vision of ASEANAPOL. Our shared values of
cooperation, mutual support, and collaboration are instrumental
in addressing the complex challenges posed by transnational
organized crime within our region.

The ASEANAPOL Bulletin, now in its 13th Edition, stands as a
testament to out collective efforts in maintaining peace and
security. Through this platform, we reflect on our achievements,
acknowledge the challenges we face, and articulate our
aspirations for a safer and more prosperous ASEAN community.

The Philippine National Police remains steadfast in its dedication
to realizing a modern Filipino Police Force that embodies the
principles of Mahusay, Matatag, at Maasahan-a force that is
efficient, resilient and trustworthy. Our vision extends beyond law
enforcement to encompass community engagement, capacity
building, and the promotion of a safer, more secure society.
Through initiatives such as the Electronic ASEANAPOL
Database System (e-ADS) 2.0, mutual assistance in criminal
matters, and exchange programs, we continue enhance our
collective capabilities and foster closer ties among ASEAN police
forces. These efforts not only strengthen our operational
effectiveness but also pave the way for greater resilience against
evolving threats.

Today, we reaffirm our commitment to standing in solidarity as
champions of global peace and security. Together, we have
demonstrated our unity and resolve, and it is through continued
collaboration that we will navigate the complexities of the future
with resilience and determination.

| extend my deepest appreciation to the ASEANAPOL
Secretariat for the unwavering dedication and commend all
representatives of member countries for their contributions
towards our shared objectives. Let us march forward with
renewed vigor, guided by the vision of a safer, more prosperous
ASEAN region and a world where safety, security, and prosperity
prevail for all.

Mabuhay tayong lahat!

6LQFHUHO\
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On behalf of the Royal Thai Police, | am honored to contribute to
the 14th bulletin of the ASEANAPOL (ASEAN Association of
Chiefs of Police). As a founding member of ASEANAPOL,
Thailand remains firmly committed to fostering regional security
and collaboration in combating transnational crime.

This current security landscape in Southeast Asia presents both
challenges and opportinities. Emerging threats such as
cybercrime, human trafficking, the proliferation of firearms,
terrorism, and drug trafficking, require a collective and
coordinated response. We must leverage our combined
knowledge, resources, and expertise to effectively address these
issues and ensure the safety and security of our citizens.

The Royal Thai Police actively participates in various
ASEANAPOL initiatives. We are dedicated to strengthening
regional cooperation through information sharing, joint
operations, and capacity-building programs. We believe in
fostering closer ties between law enforcement agencies across
ASEAN and in promoting the exchange of best practices.

In recent years, the Royal Thai Police has made significant
strides in enhancing our capabilities in cybercrime investigation.
We have established specialized units equipped with advanced
technology and trained personnel to combat cyber threats. To
strengthen border security measures, we have implemented
robust border control mechanisms and increased collaboration
with neighboring countries to prevent cross-border crime.
Additionally, we have intensified efforts to combat terrorism and
drug trafficking through preventive measures, including
surveillance, intelligence sharing, and public awareness
campaigns. Lastly, we uphold human rights, standards in law
enforcement practices. We are committed to ensuring that all
police operations are conducted with respect for human dignity
and the rule of law.

Looking ahead, the Royal Thai Police remains dedicated to
collaborating with ASEANAPOL member countries to develop a
comprehensive regional security strategy. Investing in training
and capacity-building programs. We believe in equipping our
officers with the necessary skills and knowledge to effectively
combat transnational crime. Also, promoting public awareness
and fostering trust between law enforcement agencies and
communities is crucial for generating public support and
cooperation in our fight against crime. This strategy should
address emerging threats and promote a more secure and
peaceful ASEAN.

The Royal Thai Police firmly believes that a united ASEAN is a
stronger ASEAN. By working together through ASEANAPOL, we
can create a safer and more secure region for all. As our Vision

states : “Together We Keep This Region Safe”.
6LQFHUHO\

TORSAK SUKVIMOL
COMMISSIONER GENERAL



In alignment with Viet Nam’s foreign policy
of being “a friend, a reliable partner and a
responsible member of the international
community” which is centered on the
principles of “peace, cooperation and
development”, the Viet Nam Police Force
remains steadfast in its commitment to
strengthening cooperation with the police
forces of ASEAN member countries in order
to effectively combat organized and
transnational crime. Furthermore, the Viet
Nam Police Force is dedicated to expanding
cooperation with ASEANAPOL'’s Dialogue
Partners, Observers and other like-minded
entities to achieve our collective goal of
transforming the Asia — Pacific region,
particularly ASEAN, into a safe and secure
environment, laying the groundwork for
sustained economic  growth, cultural
exchange and trade in the region as well as
in the world.

6LQFHUHO\

TRAN MINH TIEN

MAJOR GENERAL

MINISTRY OF PUBLIC SECURITY OF
VIET NAM



_“2023 ASEANAPOL SIDELINE MEETINGS”

THE 5 ™ ASEAN POLICE FORENSIC
IN PHNOM PENH

By ASEANAPOL Secretariat
May 24-25, 2023

After three (3) years onset of devastating pandemic the effective implementation of the adopted
of COVID-19 since year 2020, the 5" ASEAN Police resolution which was previously agreed through
JRUHQVLF 6FLHQFH 1HWZRUN $3¢@nsendusl duvng @é cor@glDdedddonference which
resumed to its normalcy on 24 until 25 May 2023 in  was successfully held last year.

Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia. As mandated

during the previous 40" ASEANAPOL Conference Pursue to the meeting sequence, Superintendent
in the year 2022 for all ASEAN Police Forces of Police Saravanan Kanniappan from Royal
through its dedicated board called Disaster Victims Malaysia Police who acted as the Chairperson of
,GHQWL/,FDWLRQ '9, &ULPH 6FHOQH&®YBRWRID/WIHRHQ WKBHQ ZDV LQY
&RPPLWWHH LQ ¢QDOL]JLQJ WKH reXsaye to@aids theé &eketopHetwitheldadicated
7THUPV RI 5HIHUHQFH 725 * X L GdbQumeénits VHR floregroutads, the essential elements
under the auspices of APFSN platform, the

two (2) days meeting saw the full attendance

of ASEANAPOL Member Countries (AMCs)

in deliberating both documents in the most

equitably motion.

The meeting was commenced with opening
remark by the Honourable Chairman of the
meeting, Pol. Brigadier General You Boren,
+HDG RI 1&% ,17(532/ 3KQRP 3HQK
General Commissariat of National Police,
Ministry of Interior, Kingdom of Cambodia.
Conforming with the theme of the meeting, the
agenda which was sketch out is intended to
steer the future direction of forensic network
by establishing the outlined documents with
the full effort amongst the AMCs in ensuring



_ SCIENCE NETWORK (APFSN)
, CAMBODIA

of close coordination between the ASEAN Police
Forces towards the preparedness in adherence to the
unprecedented catastrophic disaster such as natural
calamity or large — scale criminal incident. Therefore,
it is crucial to ensure that the reciprocation by AMCs
VKRXOG EH LQ WKH HI¢FLHQW KDUPRQL]JH DQG ZHOO
coordinated manner. To conclude, on behalf of Royal
Malaysia Police, he expressed his sincere gratitude
to the ASEANAPOL Secretariat for entrusting
Malaysia in carrying the responsibility in leading the
development of the afore-mentioned documents.
Considering that the task which were mandated
was a critical step in strengthening the aspect of
interoperability and mutual understanding, Royal
Malaysia Police reiterated the passion in establishing
the framework for seamless collaboration in providing
safeguard and well-being of ASEAN communities.

In respond to the aspiration highlighted during the
earliest remarks by the Chairman of the meeting
and Chairperson of the Committee, Police Services
2l¢FHU ,, RI $6($1%$32/ 6HFUHWDULDW $6 $VVLVWDQW
6XSHULQWHQGHQW .KDLUXO ,]JKDP DQWLFLSDWHG IRU WKH
constructive, fair and advantageous deliberation
amongst the working committee members
throughout the outlined agenda in assuring the
meeting objective and its goals are achievable. The
meeting then endured with presentation of the 2nd
GUDIW RI 725 IROORZHG E\ WKH *XLGHOLQHV RI '9, &6,
by the Chairperson of the Committee and assisted
by AS took place whereby all the eminent attendees
contributed their inventive and discerning comments
LEQSXWYV WKURXJK D IDLU GHOLEHUDWLRQ ZKLFK HVFDODWH
the needs in the process of validates the outlines
documents during the upcoming ASEANAPOL
Conference.

In the effort of enhancing the regional police

cooperation towards fostering the cooperation

DPRQJVW WKH SUDFWLWLRQHU RI '9, &6, LQ WKH UHJLRQ
and to increase the mechanism of communication

in the area of forensic science by focusing on the

cHOG RI '9, &6, WKH PHHWLQJ LQ FRQVHQVXV UHLWHUDWHG
the necessity in retains a coordinated response

towards mitigating the disaster inevitable impact was

timely whilst revamp the national and its territorial

preparedness.



_“2023 ASEANAPOL SIDELINE MEETINGS”

13 ™ ASEANAPOL CONTACT PE
IN ROYALE CHULAN HOTEL,

By ASEANAPOL Secretariat
July 9-14, 2023

The 13" ACPM was successfully held from July
9-14, 2023, at the Royale Chulan Hotel in Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia. This annual meeting gathered all
designated contact persons from Member Countries,
Dialogue Partners, and Observers to discuss
ongoing and outstanding ASEANAPOL issues, which
would be further reported at the 41t ASEANAPOL
Conference.

The meeting began with a welcome address by the

Chairman, Executive Director of the ASEANAPOL

Secretariat, Pol. Brig. Gen. Zaw Lin Tun. He

expressed appreciation, gratitude, and a warm

welcome to all delegates for their presence and

unwavering support to ASEANAPOL. The Chairman

HPSKDVL]HG WKH G\QDPLF QDWXUH RI JOREDO FULPHYV
noting that criminals exploit new technologies

and geopolitical events, which have been further

LOQWHQVL{HG E\ WKH YXOQHUDELOLWLHY EURXJKW DERXW E\ WKH
COVID-19 pandemic.

He also highlighted potential future threats and
INTERPOL's ongoing efforts to review global policing
goals and establish general principles for global
data sharing. The Chairman shared ASEANAPOL's
initiatives, including crime data collection and analysis,
capacity-building collaborations, and upcoming
developments such as the e-ADS mobile application
and integrated communication with INTERPOL
, +H VWURQJO\ HPSKDVL]HG WKH QHFHVVLW\ IRU
open communication, respect, and collaboration
among participants to explore new possibilities and
discover effective solutions.



PERSONS MEETING (ACPM)
KUALA LUMPUR, MALAYSIA

The meeting featured three speakers from Rashtriya
Raksha University India (RRU), the Federal Bureau
of Investigation (FBI), and the Asian Police Sports
Council. Their presentations focused on strengthening
cooperation in capacity building, information sharing,
and networking. Additionally, ASEANAPOL Dialogue
Partners and Observers presented on current and
future collaborations with ASEANAPOL.

Onthe third day of the meeting, delegates attended an
RI¢FLDO GLQQHU KRVWHG E\ WKH $6
at the Royale Chulan Hotel and had the opportunity

to visit Malacca. Meanwhile, on the fourth day, the
Secretariat conducted a Tabletop Exercise (TTX)
participated by Member Countries and moderated by
CCC-INTERPOL and former Royal Malaysia Police
RI¢FHUV 7KLV 77; ZDV LQLWLDWHG
Communication and Coordination Protocol for Crisis
Management (ACCPCM), which was unanimously
agreed upon at the 36" ASEANAPOL Conference on

July 28, 2016, in Kuala Lumpur. The exercise aimed

to enhance cooperation between ASEANAPOL and
INTERPOL.

The meeting concluded with a closing ceremony
by the Executive Director of the ASEANAPOL
Secretariat. In his closing remarks, he expressed
heartfelt thanks to the delegates for their active
involvement, which resulted in a fruitful outcome. The
ASEANAPOL Secretariat also conveyed its sincere
gratitude to all Member Countries, Dialogue Partners,
and Observers for their commitment and support in
making the region safer.
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30 ™ JOINT ASEAN SENIOR POLICE (

By ASEANAPOL Secretariat
August 9-11, 2023

The 30" -RLQW $6($1 6HQLRU 3ROLFEBodpegakdh U ¥ndk RSKatigH Information
(JASPOC) took place from August 9 to 11, 2023, at

the Regency Angkor Hotel in Siem Reap Province,
Cambodia. Hosted by the Cambodian National
Police (CNP), the event focused on "Strengthening

IN SIEM REAP

among
ASEANAPOL in Response to New Trends of
(PHUJLQJ 7UDQVQDWLRQDO &ULPH\
event aimed to enhance regional policing cooperation

and address the challenges posed by transnational
crimes.

The event saw participation from delegations of
various ASEANAPOL Member Countries, including

the Indonesian National Police, Lao Police Force,
Myanmar Police Force, Philippines National Police,
Singapore Police Force, Royal Thai Police, and
9LHWQDP 2I¢FH RI ,QYHVWLJDWLRQ
ASEANAPOL Secretariat was represented by Pol.

Brig. Gen. Zaw Lin Tun, the Executive Director, and

ASP Engku Nurul 'Aini Engku Malek, Plans and
SURJUDPPHYV 21¢,FHU ,,

During the welcoming remarks, Pol. Brig. Gen. YOU
%25(1 +HDG RI ,17(532/ 1&% 3KQRI
expressed his gratitude to all ASEANAPOL Member
Countries (AMCs) delegates for their continuous
support and engagement. He extended appreciation

to the colleagues who attended previous meetings

such as the ADSTC, ATCM, and APFSN, which
yielded favorable outcomes to be included in the
agenda of the upcoming ASEANAPOL Conference

in Lao.

The opening ceremony was graced by H.E. Pol. Lt.
Gen. CHEA Peou, Deputy Commissioner General
RI WKH &DPERGLDQ 1DWLRQDO 3RO
the importance of sharing best practices, lessons
OHDUQHG DQG FRQ,GHQWLDO LQIR



= OFFICERS COURSE (JASPOC)
CAMBODIA

cooperation and unity among ASEAN national police

forces. Pol. Brig. Gen. Zaw Lin Tun delivered the

NH\QRWH VSHHFK KLIKOLJKWLQJ WKH VLJQL¢{¢FDQFH RI
joint efforts in combating transnational crime, drug

WUDI¢{¢FNLQJ KXPDQ WUDI¢{¢FNLQJ DQG RWKHU SUHVVLQJ
issues that cross national boundaries. He stressed

that JASPOC provides a vital platform to explore

these topics and enhance the understanding of

shared duties as protectors of peace and security in

the ASEAN region.

JASPOC was established by the Chiefs of Police
to promote collaboration, knowledge-sharing, and
understanding among police forces within ASEAN.
Over the course of three intensive days, participants
delved into three prevalent forms of criminal activity:
GUXJ WUDI¢{¢FNLQJ KXPDQ WUDI¢(FNLQJ DQG F\EHUFULPH
Expert speakers from the Cambodian National
Police, Australian Federal Police, Singapore Police
Force, and the Homeland Security Investigation
(HSI) of the U.S. Embassy in Phnom Penh provided
valuable insights.

The 30" JASPOC concluded successfully, with

participants sharing and discussing the valuable

knowledge they acquired. The ASEANAPOL

Secretariat remains committed to supporting member

countries and strongly urges AMCs to maintain their

FROODERUDWLRQ LQ FRPEDWLQJ WUDQVQDWLRQDO RUJDQL]HG
crimes. Through continued cooperation and

knowledge-sharing, ASEANAPOL aims to effectively

address related issues and promote safety in the

region.



41 T ASEANAPOL CONFERENCE IN
VIENTIANE, LAO PDR

By ASEANAPOL Secretariat
October 17-19, 2023

The 41t ASEANAPOL Conference was successfully
hosted by the Lao Police Force at the Lao National
&RQYHQWLRQ &HQWUH
Themed “Enhanced Partnership in Strengthening
Peace, Security, and Stability,” the conference aimed
toencourage police professionalism, facilitate regional
policing cooperation, and promote collaborative
HITRUWY DPRQJ SROLFH RI¢FHUV
Countries.

Republic of Korea, New Zealand Police, Ministry of
Internal Affairs of the Russian Federation, Turkish

IURP 2FWNatioHdD Policé)y Rnited Kingdom National Crime

Agency (NCA), and ASEAN Secretariat. Observers
included the French Ministry of Interior, Royal
Canadian Mounted Police, Fiji Police Force, National
Police of Timor Leste, Ministry of Interior United Arab
Enmith6es$ F&deeal Buddal ldfUinvestigation of the
United States (FBI), and International Association of
Chiefs of Police (IACP).

7KH FRQIHUHQFH SURYLGHG D VLJQL/;¢FDQW SODWIRUP WR

address crime issues, including drug smuggling,
JUHDUPV VPXJJOLQJ
wildlife smuggling, particularly in Southeast Asia.
It also brought together all Dialogue Partners and

The opening ceremony was graced by His Excellency

F\EHUFULVildy La¢haforig,U Depaty Mi@e& Minister and

Minister of Public Security of Lao PDR. In his speech,

KH HPSKDVL]HG WKH VLJQL¢FDQFH

2EVHUYHUV PDUNLQJ VLJQL ¢ F D QMSEARAPOD Edtibdd WouR@s SicBnitatiny Woth

with the police chiefs of ASEAN Member Countries.

The conference reinforced the initiatives deliberated
and agreed upon during the 40" ASEANAPOL
Conference. It was attended by the respective
Chiefs of National Police and their delegates from
the Royal Brunei Police Force (RBPF), Cambodia
National Police (CNP), Laos Police Force (LPF),
Royal Malaysia Police (RMP), Myanmar Police Force
(MPF), Philippine National Police (PNP), Singapore
Police Force (SPF), Royal Thai Police (RTP), and the

traditional and non-traditional crimes. He called upon
all member countries to strengthen cooperation in
core crime areas to promote a safer environment
in the region. He also stressed the importance
of the ASEANAPOL Secretariat in coordinating
and disseminating data to counter regional and
transnational crimes. Finally, he expressed his
appreciation to all delegates for their participation
and commitment to this cause.

2I1¢ FHU IRU ,QYHVWLJDWLRQ 3RO IAE lpa DHtQeFdonf2rehge, e 9dintd Bommunique

Nam.

Dialogue Partners in attendance included the
Australian Federal Police, Ministry of Public Security
of the People’s Republic of China, National Police
Agency of Japan, National Police Agency of the

ceremony was held, during which Chief Brigadier
General Khamking Phuilamanyvong of the Lao Police
Force handed over the insignia of the conference to
Lieutenant General Ni Linn Aung of the Myanmar
Police Force, signalling Myanmar’s role as host of
the 42" ASEANAPOL Conference in 2024.
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38 " ASEANAPOL DATABASE SYSTEM TECH
IN VIENTIANE

By ASEANAPOL Secretariat
February 13-14, 2024

On 13-14 February 2024 in
Vientiane, Lao PDR, the 38"
ASEANAPOL Database System
Technical Committee (ADSTC)
OHHWLQJ ZDV KHOG

meeting focused on discussing
the current status and potential
enhancements of the electronic
ASEANAPOL Database System
(e-ADS) 2.0, a crucial tool
designed to facilitate information
sharing among ASEANAPOL
member countries (AMCs) to
effectively combat transnational
RUJDQL]JHG FULPH

Background

The journey of the e-ADS
began in 1991 at the 11"
ASEANAPOL conference, where
the  ASEANAPOL  Database
System (A.D.S.) was proposed
to facilitate the sharing of criminal
information among ASEAN Police
RUJDQL]DWLRQV , Q
ZDV RI¢{¢FLDOO\
18th ASEANAPOL conference
in Brunei. A decade later, at the
2001 ASEANAPOL conference in
Laos, a proposal to revamp the
system was approved, appointing
Singapore as the consortium
leader for developing and
implementing the new Electronic
ASEANAPOL Database System
(e-ADS). This revamped system
was launched in 2006 at the
26" ASEANAPOL conference
LQ ODOD\VLD ,Q
ZDV RI¢{¢FLDOO\

the ASEANAPOL conference in
Singapore. The following year, at
the 38th ASEANAPOL conference
in  Brunei, the ASEANAPOL
Secretariat obtained the mandate
and support from all member

countries to manage e-ADS 2.0.
2Q -XQH
migration of e-ADS 2.0 from the
Singapore Police Force to the
7 KSEXNXPOLQSegretariat \kharked

Kenechanh Phommachack,

WKH VDBdpiyH EhdfXdD the Lao Police

Force, Ministry of Public Security,
and former Executive Director of
the ASEANAPOL Secretariat. In

D VLIQL¢FDQW PLOHNsgpetd speeéhhb expressed

the e-ADS system operates on
WKH

datasecurity. Thecurrente-ADS 2.0
includes a communication module
designed to facilitate networking,
engagement, dialogues, sharing
of best practices, and information
exchange on transnational crimes
among AMCs.

Meeting Proceedings

The meeting was chaired by
Police  Colonel  Thongkhanh
Sysouphanthong, Director of the
Interpol Department of the Lao
Police Force, and co-chaired by
Assistant Commissioner of Police
(ACP) Dr. Bakri bin Zainal Abidin,
Director fr'Pélice Services at the

O D X QNSEANAPOD VBechatagiat, under

the supervision of Executive
'LUHFWRU
Delegates from ASEANAPOL

Member Countries were present,

including representatives from
the Royal Brunei Police Force
(RBPF), Cambodian National

Police (CNP), Indonesian National
Police (INP), Lao Police Force
(LPF), Myanmar Police Force
(MPF), Philippine National Police
(PNP), Singapore Police Force
(8PB),6Royal Thai Police (RTP),

ODX IFK® G7 KEX O L&FH RI

Police Agency, Ministry of Public
Security (OIPA) Viet Nam.

7KH PHHWLQJ
inaugurated by the Guest of
Honour, H.E. Police Brigadier

,17(532/ SODWIR keRntless efforts
HQVXULQJ HFRQRPLF MY BONV@QBPWLER® DO

ZDV

appreciation for the committee’s
in combating

and encouraged participants to
actively engage in discussions to
enhance regional security.
Discussions and Outcomes

The appointed vendor for
e-ADS was present alongside
ASEANAPOL Secretariat
representatives ACP Dr. Bakri
bin Zainal Abidin and DSP
Chan Yew Hiok. They provided
updates on the system’s
capabilities and discussed
feasible enhancements to improve
its  functionality.  Discussions
highlighted the importance of
continuous improvement in

GLVDVWHU YLFWLP LGHQ

and crime scene investigation

'DYLG 0D UWAashH Htotédol®, OtxeD iQtegration

of advanced technologies, and
capacity-building initiatives.

On behalf of ASEANAPOL

([HEXWLYH 'LUHFWRU 'DY

Bakri Zainal
a message

Vinluan, ACP Dr.
Abidin  delivered

HPSKDVL]LQJ WKH QHHG

e-ADS areliable tool for operational
law enforcement activities against

WUDQVQDWLRQDO RUJDQ
, QcundvdatL with \& pd&verful call to

action, stating, “...let us do this
to ensure the protection of our
children’s children future. Let us
endute; tRdt Bubedildren’s children
will have a safer place to live, to
work, and to do business.”

RUJD



HNICAL COMMITTEE (ADSTC) MEETING
, LAO PDR

Conclusion

The 38" ASEANAPOL Database System Technical
Committee (ADSTC) Meeting concluded with

the chairman expressing heartfelt gratitude to

all participants for their active engagement and
insightful contributions. The discussions underscored

the critical importance of shared intelligence, cross-
ERUGHU LQYHVWLIJDWLRQV DQG VW
in enhancing forensic capabilities and effectively
combating transnational crime. The meeting
HPSKDVLIHG WKH QHHG IRU FRQWL
LQ GLVDVWHU YLFWLP LGHQWL¢FD
scene investigation (CSI) protocols, the integration

of advanced technologies, and capacity-building
initiatives.

Ongoing  collaboration among ASEANAPOL
Database System Technical Committee professionals

is vital for maintaining regional security. By fostering
cooperation, sharing best practices, and committing

to continuous capacity-building, ASEANAPOL
member states can establish a formidable network

to address the complexities of transnational crime.

The integration of advanced technologies into the
ASEANAPOL Database System (e-ADS) 2.0 and the
emphasis on joint training programs and workshops
ZLOO HQKDQFH WKH WHFKQLFDO SUF
readiness of forensic units across the region. These

efforts pave the way for a safer and more secure
$6($1 HQVXULQJ D VDIHU IXWXUH IR
region.

10
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6™ ASEAN POLICE FORENSIC SCIENCE
IN VIENTIANE,

By ASEANAPOL Secretariat
March 22, 2023

On March 22, 2024, ASEANAPOL Executive
'LUHFWRU 'DYLG ODUWLQH] 9LQOXD
Subramaniam met with Police Brigadier General Dr.

A. Nyoman Eddy Purnama Wirawas, Head of the

Police Medicine Bureau of the Indonesia National

Police, in Jakarta, Indonesia. This meeting, a prelude

to the upcoming 6" ASEAN Police Forensic Science
Network (APFSN) Meeting in Vientiane, Lao PDR,
focused on developing sustainable programs for
ASEAN law enforcement agencies. Discussions
highlighted the need for continuous improvement

LQ GLVDVWHU YLFWLP LGHQWL¢FD
scene investigation (CSI) protocols, the integration

of advanced technologies, and capacity-building
LQLWLDWLYHYVY %RWK SDUWLHV HPS
Rl UHJLRQDO FRRSHUDWLRQ VWDC
and the sharing of best practices to enhance forensic
capabilities and effectively combat transnational

crime.

On May 28 and 29, 2024, the 6" ASEAN Police
Forensic Science Network (APFSN) Meeting took
SODFH LQ 9LHQWLDQH /DR 3'5 7KL
was hosted by the Lao Police Force (LPF), following
WKHLU VXFFHVVIXO RUJASRANAPOLL RQ |
&RQIHUHQFH 7KH PHHWLQJ ZDV RI,
Police Brigadier General Latsamee Xayyakham,
Deputy Director General of the General Department

of Police, Ministry of Public Security. Police Senior
Superintendent Dr. Sumy Hastri Purwanti of the
Indonesia National Police served as the Chairperson

for the APFSN. The primary objectives were to
discuss progressive plans and implement the Terms

of Reference (TOR) and Guidelines for Disaster Victim
,GHQWL,{FDWLRQ '9, DQG &ULPH 6
(CSI) within the APFSN.

Representatives from the ASEANAPOL Secretariat
attended, including Assistant Commissioner of Police
Dr. Bakri Zainal Abidin, Director for Police Services,
andAssistant Superintendent of Police Nithia Perumal,
BROLFH 6HUYLFHV 2I¢FHU ,, XQGHL
([HEXWLYH 'LUHFWRU 'DYLG ODUWLQ!
from ASEANAPOL Member Countries (AMCs) were
also present, including representatives from the Royal
Brunei Police Force (RBPF), Cambodian National
Police (CNP), Indonesian National Police (INP), LPF,
Myanmar Police Force (MPF), Philippine National

11



CE NETWORK (APFSN) MEETING
LAO PDR

Police (PNP), Singapore Police Force (SPF), Royal
7KDL 3ROLFH 573 DQG 7KH 2I¢FH RI ,QYHVWLJDWLRQ
Police Agency (OIPA) Viet Nam.

The ASEAN Police Forensic Science Network
$3)61 FRPPLWWHH FKDLUSHUVRQVKLS IRU '9, &6, ZDV
handed over to the Indonesia National Police at the
WK FRQIHUHQFH LQ &DPERGLD UHAHFWLQJ D FRRUGLQDWHG
effort among ASEAN member states to manage
forensic science initiatives. The 6th APFSN meeting in
IDR 3'5 HPSKDVL]HG WKH FRQWLQXLW\ RI FROODERUDWLRQ
efforts, providing a platform for further discussion
and progress in forensic science cooperation.
These meetings are crucial for reviewing the TOR
DQG *XLGHOLQHV IRU '9, &6, FDSDFLW\ EXLOGLQJ
intelligence sharing, and enhancing cooperation
among ASEANAPOL forensic law enforcement
professionals.

The continued collaboration among ASEAN forensic

law enforcement professionals is vital in effectively

combating transnational crime. The sustained efforts

HPSKDVL]H WKH LPSRUWDQFH RI VKDUHG LQWHOOLJHQFH
cross-border investigations, capacity building, and the

KDUPRQL]DWLRQ RI OHJDO IUDPHZRUNV 7KHVH LQLWLDWLYHV
DOVR DLP WR IRVWHU SXEOLF FRQ¢{¢GHQFH DQG WUXVW LQ ODz
enforcement agencies.

The efforts and initiatives outlined during the APFSN
meetings demonstrate a concerted commitment
among ASEAN member states to work together in
addressing the challenges posed by transnational
crime. We encourage all ASEANAPOL Member
Countries to actively support the APFSN and
other initiatives spearheaded by the ASEANAPOL
Secretariat. By enhancing collaboration, sharing best
practices, and committing to continuous capacity-
building, we can create a formidable network of
'LVDVWHU 9LFWLP ,GHQWL¢{(FDWLRQ ‘9, DQG &ULPH
Scene Investigation (CSI) practitioners. Through
sustained collaboration and cooperation in forensic
law enforcement, ASEAN member states are better
equipped to tackle the complexities of transnational
crime and ensure a safer region for all. Let us unite
in our efforts to build a future where transnational
crimes are effectively countered through coordinated
regional initiatives, ensuring a safer and more secure
ASEAN for generations to come.

12



12 ™ ASEANAPOL TRAINING COOPERATION MEETING
(ATCM) IN VIENTIANE, LAO PDR






14 ™ ASEANAPOL CONTACT PERSONS
MEETING (ACPM) IN KUALA LUMPUR

By ASEANAPOL Secretariat
June 30 - July 5, 2024

The 14" ASEAN National
Police (ASEANAPOL) Contact
Persons Meeting was held in
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, from
June 30 to July 5, 2024. This
VLIQL:;FDQW HYHQW
key representatives and contact
persons from various police
forces across ASEAN member
states, Dialogue Partners, and
Observers. The meeting served
as a platform for discussing
collaborative strategies, sharing
best practices, and enhancing
regional and global cooperation
in addressing transnational

law enforcement agencies in the
ASEAN region and beyond.

5SHAHFWLQJ RQ
KLVWRU\ WKH
FobJ tReX OIKe¥ ofVAS B ANMNGtibbal

the Royal Brunei Police Force
in 1984, the People’'s Police
LQ 9LHWQDP

Myanmar Police Force in 1998,

SROLFH RUJDQL]DWLRQd the¢R Ramb&daD MHtional

from October 21 to 23, 1981,

in  Manila, Philippines. This
historic gathering aimed to
enhance regional cooperation

and collaboration among ASEAN
IDWLRQDO 3ROLFH

focusing on strategies forimproving
law enforcement and crime
control. The meeting concluded

RUJDQL]JHG FULPHV DWWtk theHdgHingJof SSEANAPOL’s

security challenges. These
discussions were a prelude to the
forthcoming 42™ ASEANAPOL
Conference, scheduled to be
hosted by the Myanmar Police
Force in Nay Pyi Taw from October
21 to 23, 2024. The dynamic and
culturally rich backdrop of Kuala
Lumpur provided an ideal setting
for fostering mutual understanding
and strengthening bonds among

cUVW MRLQW VWDW H PCbQawt

foundation for ongoing cooperation

Police in 2000. This expansion
strengthened ASEANAPOL's
collective resolve against crime

DQG WUDQVQDWLRQDO R

enhancing regional security and

RRRS € UDWILR@ W K U R X J K

and collaboration among member
states.

The ACPM was attended by

ASEANAPOL Member Countries:

DQG VHWWLQJ WKH VW@yaH BRibeiD Rolxk ¢ H@ce

approach to addressing regional
security challenges. The founding
members in 1981 included
the Chiefs of Police from the
Philippines, Malaysia, Singapore,
Thailand, and Indonesia. Over
the years, ASEANAPOL'’s
membership expanded to include

(RBPF), Cambodian National
Police (CNP), Indonesian National
Police (INP), Lao Police Force
(LPF), Royal Malaysia Police
(RMP), Myanmar Police Force
(MPF), Singapore Police Force
(SPF), Philippine National Police
(PNP), Royal Thai Police (RTP),

15
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DQG WKH 2I¢(¢FH IRU ,QYHVWLJDW LeRpbr& Rrbdvathe$ dpp@aches? t8dkther. In the
Vietnam. Representatives from ASEANAPOL's eight words of Former Philippine President Fidel Ramos,
Dialogue Partners and nine Observers were also one of the founding fathers of ASEANAPOL, “Good
in attendance. Police Captain Maricel Jaucian and governance depends on the ability to communicate;
183 5XWK 6LVRQ RI WKH ,$,$' 'LUBDRWGRIUMR\PK QR BD3IMIDRYYY ARZV WZR ZD
PNP’s ASEANAPOL Contact Persons participated in  downwards, around and among people.” He further
WKH PHHWLQJ 3ROLFH &RORQHOHP3KOGOWOH®URMWHLQ@XDI) FXOWXUH
D ERQD¢GH PHPEHU RI WKH 3KL Otws-#adyQdinnubivdtioR Qrbough@iR@ Hetibkrations.
and the 8th Executive Director of the ASEANAPOL

Secretariat, presided over the meeting. He was the

cUVW 313 RI¢FHU WR EH GHVLIJQDWHG WR WKLY SRVW &RORQHO
Vinluan expressed his delightin hosting this esteemed

gathering of law enforcement professionals from

across the region and beyond. As the 43" anniversary

of ASEANAPOL approached, it was a moment to

UHAHFW RQ LWV IRXQGDWLRQ DQG WKH SURJUHVV DFKLHYHG
,QVSLUHG E\ 'U -RVH 5L]DOYV WLPHOHVV ZLVGRP 37KRVH

who do not know how to look back at where they

came from will never reach their destination,” the

RUJDQL]DWLRQ FRQWLQXHG WR VWUHQJWKHQ LWV OHJDF\ RI
cooperation in combating transnational crime.

This meeting was pivotal in reinforcing partnerships

and formulating robust strategies against regional

and global security threats. Participants actively

engaged in discussions on the implementation of the

41t ASEANAPOL Joint Communique, which covered

14 core areas: LOOLFLW GUXJ WUDI¢{¢FNLQJ WHUURULVP
DUPV VPXJJOLQJ KXPDQ WUDI¢{¢FNLQJ WUDI¢{¢FNLQJ
LQ SHUVRQV PDULWLPH IUDXG ZLOGOLIH FULPH
FRPPHUFLDO FULPH EDQN RIIHQVHVY DQG FUHGLW FDUG
IUDXG F\EHUFULPH IUDXGXOHQW WUDYHO GRFXPHQWYV
WUDQVQDWLRQDO IUDXG WKH (OHFWURQLF $6($1%$32/
'DWDEDVH 6\VWHP H $'6 OXWXDO $VVLVWDQFH LQ
&ULPLQDO ODWWHUV ([FKDQJH RI 3HUVRQQHO DQG
7UDLQLQJ 3URJUDPV DPRQJ $6(%$1 3ROLFH )RUFHYV

DQG WKH $6($1 3ROLFH )RUHQVLF 6FLHQFH 1HWZRUN

The sessions were designed not only to inspire action

but also to deepen collaboration.

Furthermore, this meeting set the stage for the

forthcoming 42" ASEANAPOL Conference, to be

hosted by the Myanmar Police Force from October

21 to 23, 2024. During this gathering, the 10 Chiefs

of ASEAN National Police, Dialogue Partners, and

2EVHUYHUV ZRXOG FRQYHQH WR PDNH VLJQL,{FDQW GHFLVLRQV
impacting collective security. The culmination of the

meeting was marked by the sharing of valuable inputs,

best practices, and networking opportunities among

the participants. These interactions strengthened

the professional bonds between ASEAN and global

police forces and enhanced their collective capability

to address shared security challenges. Executive

Director Vinluan encouraged the participants to

VHL]H WKLV RSSRUWXQLW\ WR VWUHQJWKHQ ERQGV DQG

16



141 ASENAPOL CONTAGCT PERSINS MEETING -
TARETF EEHERSIEHE AND SINAVLATION



ASEANAPOL SECRETARIAT ATTENDED THE
PRE-COORDINATION MEETING FOR THE
41 T ASEANAPOL CONFERENCE
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31°" JOINT ASEANAPOL SENIOR O

By ASEANAPOL Secretariat
August 20, 2024

On August 20, 2024, in Vientiane, Lao PDR, the

countries in addressing various forms of crime.

31 -RLQW $6($1 3ROLFH 6HQLRUBHOQLRHUSRABXKEHNVHRI;FHUV IURP W

(JASPOC) took place, with ASEANAPOL
6HFUHWDULDW ([HFXWLYH
Vinluan and Police Senior Lieutenant Colonel
Nguyen Huu Ngoc, Director for Plans and
Programmes, in attendance. The event was
hosted by the Lao Police Force under the
chairmanship of Ms. Vanpheng Phommixay,
Head of the International Police Department of
the Lao Ministry of Public Security.

7KH RSHQLQJ FHUHPRQ\ ZDV
Brigadier General Kongsavath Bounlieng,
Deputy Chief of the Lao Police Force under
the Ministry of Public Security, who served as
the guest of honor. He highlighted JASPOC's
importance as a key training program aimed at
enhancing cooperation among ASEAN member

RLOF BBIWHWRQBA 3REeHEWRWULPH

member countries participated in the event,

'L UndaseRting 'ther RGyal0 Bruhe LPQlied Force,

Cambodia National Police, Indonesia National
Police, Lao Police Force, Royal Malaysia Police,
Myanmar Police Force, Philippine National
Police, Singapore Police Force, Royal Thai
SROLFH DQG WKH 2I¢FH IRU
Agency of Vietnam.

, Q"

.H\ SUHVHQWDWLRQV RQ WRSLFV
,OOLF
and Telecom Fraud were delivered by invited
resource persons from the Homeland Security
21¢FH RI WKH 86 (PEDVV\ LQ
Australian Federal Police, the Russian and
Chinese Embassies, and the Lao Police Force.

/D



OFFICER COURSE (JASPOC)

In his opening remarks, Police Brigadier General Kongsavath Bounlieng underscored that the
JASPOC training was critical for promoting collaboration in combating transnational crime, sharing
EHVW SUDFWLFHV DQG OHDUQLQJ IURP WKH H[SHULHQFHV RI R
WKDW WKH WUDLQLQJ RITHUHG DQ LQYDOXDEOH RSSRUWXQLW\
to gain insights and acquire expertise, which will be essential for future challenges.

The 31t JASPOC spans three days, from August 20 to 22, 2024, and includes four sessions focused
on vital crime-related issues. In October 2024, the chairmanship will be passed on to the Myanmar
Police Force at the 42" ASEANAPOL Conference.

The course fostered a creative and collaborative atmosphere, encouraging open discussions and the
HIFKDQJH RI OHVVRQV RQ DQWL FULPH VWUDWHJILHYVY 7RSLFV LQ
KXPDQ WUDI¢{(FNLQJ WHOHFRP IUDXG F\EHUFULPH DQG WKH
forum also provided an opportunity for member countries to discuss and facilitate cooperation on
mechanisms for mutual assistance and support within ASEAN and beyond.

20
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ASEANAPOL SECRETARIAT PARTICIPATED
IN THE REGIONAL ANTI-SCAM CONFERENCE
ON COUNTERING CYBER-SCAM THROUGH
PARTNERSHIP & INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION IN
SINGAPORE

By ASEANAPOL Secretariat
June 13-15, 2023

From June 13 to 15, 2023, the Regional French
Police Attache in Singapore, in collaboration with
the International Security Cooperation Directorate
(DCIS) of the French Ministry of Interior and the
6LQJDSRUH 3ROLFH )RUFH
Regional Anti-Scam Conference on Countering
Cyber-Scam Through Partnership & International
Cooperation in Singapore. The conference was
attended by representatives from the ASEANAPOL
6HFUHWDULDW
Mohd Shaffei, Head of Administrative and Technical
Staff, and Deputy Superintendent of Police Suresh
6XEUDPDQLDP 30DQV
I). Participants also included law enforcement
forces from ten ASEANAPOL member countries—
Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Brunei, Malaysia,
Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and
Vietnam-as well as the Australian Federal Police,
INTERPOL, and the U.S. Department of Homeland
Security.

The conference commenced with an opening
address by Ms. Sun Xueling, Singapore’s Minister
of State for the Ministry of Home Affairs & Ministry
of Social and Family Development. Ms. Sun Xueling
KLIKOLJKWHG WKH FRQIHUHQFH

Cyber-Scam Through Partnership & International
Cooperation,” the event aimed to equip participants
with the knowledge to prevent scammers from
reaching victims and to enhance public education

6 3) effortR dhBPliplofettpn Mé#sdres. The conference

also underscored the importance of collaboration
between government departments.

Throughout the three-day conference, participants

LQFOXGLQJ 6XS Hddihe WakiaDI6 iHs@Nts shplleXrfed-new tkdbiques

to effectively detect and prevent cyber scams. The
knowledge and skills acquired during the training will

SURJUDPRHVQUgFBIQWOBFRQWULEXWH WR Wk

on the latest scam variants in their respective
jurisdictions, ensuring the safety of the ASEAN
region. Additionally, the workshop provided a unique
opportunity for participants to establish professional
relationships with key contacts from various border
enforcement agencies in member countries.

The ASEANAPOL Secretariat expressed gratitude
to the International Security Cooperation Directorate
(DCIS) of the French Ministry of Interior and the
Singapore Police Force (SPF) for their instrumental
role in enhancing collective efforts to combat crime and
dnEiM ithE Yalety BNd sekElURtS &F Ehe ASEANIregion.

WKDW ¢(JKWLQJ VFDPV UHTXLUHVTBEe S&@@aridt-aldt Yobked Fdrviaizl Cto Hadianoad/

and collaboration among participating countries to
disrupt scammers' operations and protect the public.
Titled “Regional Anti-Scam Conference on Countering

WUDLQLQJ SURJUDPV WDUJHWLQJ O

in ASEAN member countries to further address the
issue of countering cyber scams in the future.
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ASEANAPOL SECRETARIAT HOSTED MASTERCARD

ASIA PACIFIC DELEGATION VISITS

By ASEANAPOL Secretariat
August 17, 2023

2Q $XJIXVW
KRVWHG D GHOHJDWLRQ

WKH $6($1$32/n6HBlldw i DneetidgVon September 20, 2023,
IURP O DuvtheéH discOssidhs $adtddss8d Eévelbpments in

LQFOXGLQJ VHQLRU RI¢FLDOV .D tiawiKdetectioD RMHQcDIMbEratige esarts  Wackle

Maheshwari, Anjum Rahber, and Riyadh Dahalan.
Executive Director Pol. Brig. Gen. Zaw Lin Tun, along

FURVV ERUGHU F\EHUFULPH
VXSSRUW

ZLWK RWKHU $6($1%32/ RIl¢ FLD O Vsysidndtie Oknoviedy& RapdH Gkills development.

the visitors. The discussions centred on mutual

Key topics included ensuring collaboration based

VXSSRUW DQG DOLJQLQJ REMH FWh YASEFANAROIE ReBUERBONS, RritbdrBaqob | shéxing,

cybercrime, fraud, and scams. Emphasis was placed
RQ UDLVLQJ DZDUHQHVV DQG

through tailored training programs and capacity-
building efforts. Mastercard presented strategies for
securing transactions and building trust, focusing on
digital security and mitigating operational risks.

The meeting featured a concise presentation of each

and sustainable cybersecurity training. The Senior
NiQeKmaliefdnaf Cybey, &ridHr@eRiyence Solutions
highlighted four primary agendas focused on
securing transactions and building trust in all
interactions. These included enhancing security in
the consumer's digital transaction journey, extending
security measures beyond card-based transactions,
expanding security to cyber environments, and

RUJDQL]DWLRQ V PDQGDWHYV D Q GmKigaing/éystemiEdpetdiahaMixi®.S R UW

each other's goals. The discussion revolved around
potential collaborations in addressing issues like
RUJDQL]HG F\EHUFULPH 1UDXG
EXLOGLQJ LQLWLDWLYHV
importance of raising awareness about criminal

SURJUDPYV 7KH JRDO ZDV WR
through assessments and capacity-building efforts
tailored to the needs of the relevant entities. The
Executive Director of ASEANAPOL Secretariat
conveyed sincere gratitude to the high-ranking
ODVWHUFDUG RI¢{FLDOV
law enforcement and ASEANAPOL as a whole.

The meetings concluded with both parties expressing
W dir yRNtudeDIQ) GeiF h&E&Fcbriitment to future

and
ENQaEnQ Fadiontdl | geElrity @hiFdugh shared efforts
and expertise. The meetings laid the groundwork
for a fruitful working relationship aimed at assisting
in the investigation of illicit transactions, designing
tailored training courses for law enforcement across

IRU W KHmEmben Zobnirids) laqd) raiskG aRaevessV ddout

the criminal modus operandi in online transactions.
This collaboration is poised to strengthen the overall
cybersecurity landscape in the ASEAN region.

ODVWH
IRU $6($1$32/ V LQLWLDW

%RWKFRBDOWERVYDMWRRIQDN L7 KIEV WV EHV F XV V|
VWHSV WRZDUGV KDUPRQL]LQJ
PHWKRGRORJLHV DQG WKH VL JigstegifgD QEtHc-pRviate W EeBtarQ Lsghérgy,

I XV
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ASEANAPOL SECRETARIAT WELCOMED THE WO RKING
VISIT BY COMMISSIONER GENERAL OF
KOREAN NATIONAL POLICE AGENCY

By ASEANAPOL Secretariat
September 12, 2023

OnSeptemberlZ,2023,theASEANAPOLSeCI’etariat to enduring efforts with other regional policing

PDUNHG D VLIJQL;FDQW HYHQW dNehdtikrblin 8ofhBaitg\rinshothddd crimes, not

General of the Korean National Police Agency oLPLWHG WR UHJLRQDO LVVXHV VXF
138+ ( +HH .HXQ <221 PDGH Dy dishéektbrdify 1 lothérélated crime areas. This

WR WKH 6HFUHWDULDWTV Rl¢FH jnghted Bpadty-fuliihg Riftivd$Sara \leveraging

his distinguished entourage and warmly welcomed jpyestigative assistance within an interconnected
by Pol. Brigadier General Zaw Lin Tun, the Executive  secyrity framework.

Director of ASEANAPOL Secretariat, along with its

'LUHFWRUV 2I¢FHUV DQG 6WDIl $FNQRZOHGJLQJ WKH VLIQL¢{FDQFH I
coordination and improving operational collaboration

7KH RI¢FLDO YLVLW EHJDQ ZLWKEWWH HHDF ¥ WWKHR' G YFTWBWLRQVY W

expressing his sincere appreciation and gratitude of ASEANAPOL Secretariat proposed the creation

to H.E. Commissioner General Hee Keun YOON of policing strategies to identify root problems and

for taking time out of his busy schedule to visit the develop solutions to address issues stemming from

6HFUHWDULDW V RI¢(¢FH LQ . XDOD thehs 06 Yociely dmid¥HhQ&pid ckekding crime

deepest appreciation to the KNPAfor being esteemed  |gndscape and advancing technology.
Dialogue Partners to ASEANAPOL, acknowledging

their countless and diverse contributions that The ASEANAPOL Secretariat was truly honoured
enhance ASEANAPOL's role as a notable regional py the presence of the Chief of KNPA, Republic of
policing stakeholder and a renowned center for Korea, and reinforced its commitment to continue
strategic cooperation in Southeast Asia. enhancing its role in coordinating, cooperating,

and collaborating with its existing mutual strategic
During the visit, H.E. Commissioner General Hee partners. This commitment aims to lift ASEANAPOL

Keun YOON reiterated KNPA's full support in tg greater heights towards accomplishing its vision of
expanding police-to-police cooperation between both  «“ogether We Keep this Region Safe.”
RUJDQL]DWLRQV +H HPSKDVL]HG .13%1V FRPPLWPHQW
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ASEANAPOL SECRETARIAT
PARTICIPATED VIRTUALLY
IN' THE"DIALOGUE
WORKING/GROUP ON
STRATEGICASPECTS OF
THE GLOBAL POLICING
ARCHITECTURE

By ASEANAPOL Secretariat
September 19, 2023

On September 19, 2023, the ASEANAPOL 7KH PHHWLQJ HPSKDVL]HG WKDW
Secretariat virtually participated in the Dialogue IRFXVLQJ RQ D VSHFL¢F FULPH DL
on Effective Multilateral Policing Architecture are supported by cross-cutting foundational
$IJDLQVW *OREDO 7KUHDWYV 7 Kéemds. Y h@\WemeésSrdIbde g&od go@knance,

the Working Group on Strategic Aspects of the the rule of law and respect for human rights,
Global Policing Architecture and the Global collaboration and partnerships, data and
Policing Goals (GPGs) Review Process, LQIRUPDWLRQ GLJLWDOL]DWLRC
was initiated by the Executive Directorate for ¢QDQFLDO FULPH DV DQ HQDEOH!
Partnership and Planning of INTERPOL (EDPP).

shared their reviews and

Representing the ASEANAPOL Secretariat were
ACP Dr. Bakri Zainal Abidin, Director for Police
Services, and ASP Engku Nurul ‘Aini Engku

Participants
consultations to support the INTERPOL
Global Policing Goals (INTERPOL GPGs).

ODOHN 30DQV DQG 3URJUDPPHNMN 2degdbddKk) inputs, and suggestions from

This Working Group Dialogue served as a

stakeholders and participants were recorded
and managed by the EDPP. These contributions

¢QDO UHYLHZ VHVVLRQ EHIR Uafe tkoHbe réigvreD O suppiolrt tid.n@xt Edition

RI WKH WK (GLWLRQ RI
to be held in the UAE at the end of October
2023. The virtual meeting began with opening
remarks from Darrin Jones, Executive Director
for Partnerships and Planning at INTERPOL.
This was followed by an open discussion on
the Revised GPGs, with active participation
from member entities including AFRIPOL,
AIMC, AMERIPOL, CARICOM IMPACS, ECO,
EUROPOL, FRONTEX, GCCPOL, UNODC, and
SCO RATS.

W K H of tH2 MRIdgUE, scWiddKlétGot O¢taber 25-26,

2023, in Abu Dhabi, hosted by GCCPOL.

The meeting concluded with closing remarks
from Brett Greenwood, Mariyana Radeva Berket,
DQG ODUHN *DMGRV RI
the collaborative efforts and strategic planning
necessary to address global policing challenges
effectively.
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ASEANAPOL SECRETARIAT VIRTUALLY
PARTICIPATED IN APTA'S 7 ™ GENERAL ASSEMBLY
ANNUAL MEETING: FOSTERING COLLABORATIVE

EXCELLENCE IN POLICING ACROSS ASIA

By ASEANAPOL Secretariat
September 21, 2023

2Q 6HSWHPEHU D VLJQL ¢ F DapsvoftHe iighkgbt©ofitBevihkdting w@sithe spirited
WRRN SODFH PTEEndial@ddsambly-Annual debate on new member applications. The Nepal
Meeting (GAAM) of the Association for Police Training National Police Academy and the Vietnam People
in Asia (APTA). The event was hosted online by the Police University submitted applications to join APTA,
Korean National Police University and was attended while the Wildlife Conservation Society sought to
E\ SDUWLFLSDQWY UHSUHVHQWk®@he a he@ DialvgueHPArtneQ Folo)iGd. & \bte

APTA members and Dialogue partners. among APTA members, both the Nepal National
Police Academy and the Vietnam People Police
$37% IRXQGHG LQ ZLWK DQ L&EQMWLHIO IPMH\P ZHWWKIRS, FLDOO\ ZHOF

of 13, has experienced remarkable growth, now and the Wildlife Conservation Society became a new

boasting 30 member institutions. This expansion Dialogue Partner.

KLIKOLJKWYV WKH RUJDQL]JDWLRQ V XQZDYHULQJ FRPPLWPHQW

to enhancing police training and collaboration across The meeting also discussed the venues for the 8™

the Asian continent. and 9" GAAM and the Police Academy Student
Festival in Asia (PASFA). Due to the need for high-

7KH PHHWLQJ RI{(FLDOO\ RSHQH GewL wproals the Focatids e Rire 8" and 9™

from Mr. Kim Soon Ho, President of APTA. He GAAM will be decided and announced in due course.

highlighted APTA's remarkable development over +RZHYHU LW ZDV FRQ¢{UPHG WKDW

the past six years, setting the tone for the day's University would host PASFA in 2024 in Thailand.

discussions. Following his welcoming remarks, Mr. As the meeting concluded, the chairman expressed

Park Kyong Jong, Director of APTA Secretariat, his heartfelt gratitude to all participants for their

presented a comprehensive progress report on DWWHQGDQFH DQG VLIQL{FDQW FRC

WKH RUJDQL]DWLRQ V DFWLYLW LHaxe HeenHnstriwidéhtal i6 Buifdiig aHdblst De@vGrk

XQYHLOHG $37% V DPELWLRXV ¢ ¥fhpolitkBraining Wstitht\dhsl drhorig @RTA members.

roadmap. This strategy outlined key priorities:

HQKDQFLQJ RYHUDOO RUJDQL]DWHR®Q BABAMH bhdwicaseF WPTA® Gdedication

administration, focusing on programs for students, to enhancing policing capabilities and fostering

and strengthening APTA's role as a platform. APTA collaboration among Asian nations to address the

DOVR HPSKDVL]HG LWV FRPPLW P bn@ie celRngés favedby lav@ehfordahie it Qyéncies

partnerships with member institutions and Dialogue LQ WKH UHJLRQ W XQGHUVFRUH¢

Partners, essential for advancing policing capabilities commitment to a safer and more secure Asia through

and facilitating personnel exchanges among member effective policing.

police academies. 25



ASEANAPOL SECRETARIAT PARTICIPATED IN THE
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON EXTREMIST
IDEOLOGY SPREADING IN MOSCOW

By ASEANAPOL Secretariat
September 26-27, 2023

JURP W R 6HSWHPEHU
General Zaw Lin Tun, the Executive Director
of ASEANAPOL Secretariat, attended the
International Conference on Extremist Ideology
Spreading in Moscow as a guest presenter.
7KLV WZR GD\ IRUXP
of Interior of the Russian Federation, brought
together representatives from forty-four countries
and like-minded entities. These included nations
such as Nicaragua, Panama, SaudiArabia, South
Ossetia, Syria, Serbia, Sudan, El-Salvador,
7TDMLNLVWDQ 7*UNL\H

3daraelibgdth®sr UhLsdllda&sity, Hsharing intelligence,

best practices, and vital resources to effectively
counter extremist networks and disrupt their
online presence.

RUJD QL JA Ge Edundiabld pddsentatiow thaired by His

Excellency Deputy Minister of the Internal Affairs
of the Russian Federation, Mr. A Khrapoy,
participants acknowledged that violent extremism
and terrorism continue to pose challenges locally,
nationally, and globally. The forum discussed

8 ] E H Nerivu/ initiative D tod QuHhex Hedbp preventive

OLHWQDP $OJHULD $ENKD]LD nehslteE hdV ShQucasdd CiieUpoéntial for
%UD]LO %ROLYLD & HQ W U D @ture$ collaboaon Wwithie XASBPANAPOL and
Republic of Chad, Qatar, China, Colombia, Costa other participating countries and entities. The

Rica, Cuba, Democratic Republic of Congo, event underscored the importance of forging
Dominican Republic, Egypt, Ethiopia, Honduras, SDUWQHUVKLSV WR VI\QHUJL]H H
,QGLD ,UDQ .DIDNVWDQ . tHuehtq &nd/ i@l a saddd &ndl more secure global
OH[LFR O\DQPDU DQG RUJDQ IF|®PRPDEIALW WV XEF\K HDYKDQFLQJ
the Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure of Shanghai ensure regional peace and stability.
&RRSHUDWLRQ 2UJDQL]DWLRQ 5%$76 6&2 % XUHDX

IRU &RRUGLQDWLRQ RI WKH ) LDuKkMy tieJdonfedeviol, Brigddie Géne@l Zaw
Crime and other Serious Crimes in the Territory of Lin Tun paid a courtesy call to the Deputy Minister
the CIS Member States (BCFOC), The Collective of Internal Affairs of the Russian Federation,
6HFXULW\ 7UHDW\ 2UJDQL]DW IHEQgor&6 Zubov. Th@yGliséussed each other’s
Commonwealth of Independent States Ant- RUJDQL]DWLRQDO PDQGDWHV R
Terrorism Center (CIS-ATC). The forumaimedto SRWHQWLDO V\QFKURQL]DWLRQ |

KDU

explore the causes, challenges, and responses
to far-right and anti-institutional extremism in a
ZRUOG RI AX]

During his presentation, Police Brigadier General
=DZ /LQ 7XQ HPSKDVL]HG WKH
agency cooperation to ensure integrated and
collaborative efforts among global stakeholders
and law enforcement agencies. He highlighted
the necessity of promoting inclusive development,
tolerance, and respect for diversity to combat
extremism. He called for fostering international
cooperation that transcends national boundaries,

responses to extremist threats. Their discussion
also touched on the causes and dynamics of
evolving challenges related to anti-institutional
extremism and terrorism, particularly those

DVVRFLDWHG ZLWK VV\QGLFDWHC

RISt Wbl QsEuds Pof tta@swatiodal criminal
networks.

The visit and participation in the conference
highlighted the commitment of ASEANAPOL
to collaborate with international counterparts
in addressing global security challenges. The
discussions and insights shared during the event

HPSKDVL]LQJ WKDW H[WUHPLV¢éontributed td Gtiegéenirg th@doleetive efforts

requiring a united world response. Brigadier
General Zaw Lin Tun stressed that nations must

to combat extremism and foster a safer global
community.
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7™ EDITION OF THE DIALOGUE ON AN
EFFECTIVE POLICING ARCHITECTURE AGAINST
GLOBAL THREATS

By ASEANAPOL Secretariat
October 25-26, 2023

From October 25 to 26, 2023, in Abu Dhabi, the
$6($1%$32/
edition of the INTERPOL Dialogue on an effective
multilateral policing architecture against global
threats. This event was co-hosted by INTERPOL
and Gulf Cooperation Council-POL (GCCPOL), with
support from the Ministry of Interior of the United
Arab Emirates.

The event saw participation from several
RUJDQL]DWLRQV
Council (AIMC), African Union Mechanism for Police
Cooperation (AFRIPOL), the Police Community of
the Americas (AMERIPOL), the ASEAN National
Police (ASEANAPOL), the Caribbean Community
Implementation Agency for Crime and Security
(CARICOM IMPACS), the Economic Cooperation
2UJDQL]DWLRQ (&2
for Law Enforcement Cooperation (EUROPOL), the
European Border and Coast Guard Agency (Frontex),
the Regional Anti-Terrorism Structure of the Shanghai
&RRSHUDWLRQ 2UJDQL]DWLRQ

key

Police Brigadier General Zaw Lin Tun, Executive

6HFUHWDULDW SDUW L Bitettdr VoHASEANAPOV. K3dcretdrilst, participated

in this Dialogue. He shared his views on disrupting

DQG GHWHFWLQJ WHUURULVW ¢QDQ

component in effectively preventing and combating
terrorism. He encouraged the use of existing bilateral
and multilateral cooperation instruments in cross-
border control management.

General Zaw Lin Tun

In addition, Brigadier

LQFOXGLQJ WK atksowBdged Qevided idR &ffe Gtiveiinplamentatiof

to achieve Global Policing Goals. During discussions
on global data sharing, he fully supported the Global

'DWD 6KDULQJ ORGHO DQG HPSKDVL]

of raising awareness and understanding of data-
sharing practices among Dialogue participants and
their member countries.

WKH (XURSHDQ 8QLRQ $JHQF\

Representatives from regional law enforcement

DQRG VHFXULW\ RUJDQL]DWLRQV ZH

the ongoing review of INTERPOL’s Global Policing

Gads, 5vhich alighe@ @ith\Wlgldl law enforcement

8QLWHG 1DWLRQV 21¢FH RQ '"UXJVpidRies and LtheHJniged Naions 2030 Agenda for

The Dialogue began with opening statements from
INTERPOL, GCCPOL, and the Ministry of Interior
8% (

Sustainable Development.

The two-day meeting concluded with the adoption of

ZKLFK XQGHUVFRUHG WKH VdjdiQ teclaratiQr BialBgue$nerabers Bigreed to work

FRRSHUDWLRQ WKH UROH RI UH JMitR Q&SR CubtriesUahRiQd § Dalising ¥

in global policing, and the importance of data sharing.

global model to identify communication channels, set
data-sharing standards, and foster cooperation.



ASEANAPOL SECRETARIAT PARTICIPATED IN THE
CYBER INTELLIGENCE ASIA 2023 CONFERENCE
AND EXHIBITION MANILA, PHILIPPINES

By ASEANAPOL Secretariat
November 28 - 30, 2023

From November 28 to 30, 2023,
ACP Dr. Bakri Bin Hj. Zainal
Abidin, Director of Police Services,
attended the Cyber Intelligence
Asia 2023 Conference and
Exhibition in Manila, Philippines.
2UJDQL]JHG E\
8QLWHG .LQJGRP
event brought together leading

The conference featured 14
speakers from various security

The Cyber Intelligence Asia
2023 Conference and Exhibition

DQG SROLFH RUJDQL]DasbLRQEd as @ Erifica@latgodm

numerous cybersecurity experts
who shared their expertise
on  cybercrime.  Discussions

the increasing sophistication of

F\EHUVHEXULW\ RI¢ FLEyBexcrininal® targeny Kational

East Asia, Central Asia, and

critical infrastructures. With

WKH 3DFL¢F WR G LV Fiyhenstl kehsioBsDrinhe Yeion,

national cybersecurity strategies
and policies. The event aimed to
foster international collaboration
and address the escalating threat
of cybercrime in the region.

Representing the ASEANAPOL
Secretariat, ACP  Dr. Bakri
participated as a guest presenter
on November 30, 2023. His
presentation focused on three
key issues within the region,
VSHFL,FDOO\ RQ
cybercrime across ASEAN. He
discussed ASEANAPOL's role in
assisting with cybercrime combat
efforts, highlighting how the
RUJDQL]DWLRQ
countries in enhancing their cyber
FDSDELOLWLHV 'U
the importance of international
collaboration in detecting and
preventing cybercrimes, nhoting
that cyber threats often transcend
national borders and require a
coordinated response. He also
underscored the development
of threat intelligence as a
critical component in effectively
combating these crimes, stressing
the need for robust data sharing
and analytical tools to stay ahead
of cybercriminals.

V X S S Rdvanced Ptedhriolddies

cyber warfare had become a
priority for many Asian nations,
ensuring their cyber defense
systems were up-to-date with the
latest defense capabilities. The
importance of threat intelligence
in building national cyber defense
capabilities to protect against
growing threats was also a key
topic.

One notable aspect of the
canferee® Wak @d focus on the
evolving tactics of cybercriminals.
Speakers highlighted how
cybercriminals are becoming ever
more sophisticated, leveraging
and
techniques to breach security

% DBy¥tens dhe e pldit VulnigraGilities.

This sophistication
VLIQL:FDQW

enforcement and cybersecurity
professionals, who must
continuously adapt and innovate to
keep pace with these threats. The
conference provided a platform for
discussing strategies to counter
these advanced cyber threats,
LQFOXGLQJ WKH
intelligence and machine learning
in threat detection and response.

poses

for fostering collaboration and
knowledge-sharing among
participants. By bringing together

, Q W H Odoveed Q Fridcend H Fcybercrime  a diverse group of experts and
WKW HQGPYLDPRPBQWKUHDVRV:, FHP®KDVIWK®J HYHQW

meaningful exchanges of ideas
and best practices. Participants
were able to learn from each
other's  experiences, gaining
valuable insights into effective
cybersecurity  strategies  and
technologies.  This  collective
knowledge is essential for building
resilient cyber defense systems
and ensuring a coordinated
response to cyber threats across
the region.

Overall, the Cyber Intelligence
Asia 2023 Conference and
Exhibition underscored the critical
role of international cooperation
in combating cybercrime. The
participation of ACP Dr. Bakri
Bin Hj. Zainal Abidin and the
ASEANAPOL Secretariat
highlighted the importance of
collective action and continuous
improvement in regional
cybersecurity  initiatives.  The

F K D O O HeehHét orlfrRpgovidedaZplatform

for discussing the latest trends
and challenges in cybersecurity
but also reinforced the need
for ongoing collaboration and
information sharing among nations
to protect against the evolving
threat landscape. The conference

XV HtondRudedDwithlV & strdnd ©all to

action for all participating nations
to enhance their cybersecurity
measures and work together to
create a safer and more secure
digital environment.
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12 ™ ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL ASSOCI:
(INTERPA) CO

By ASEANAPOL Secretariat
November 22-23,2023

The 12" Annual International Association of Police
Academies (INTERPA) Conference, themed
"Policing at Times of Technological Accidents and
Natural Disasters,” along with the 24" Executive
Board Meeting & General Council Meeting, was held
on November 22-23, 2023. Hosted by the National
Forensic Sciences University (NFSU) in India, the
event saw participation from 93 representatives
across 31 member countries, including a delegate
from the ASEANAPOL Secretariat

The event commenced with the Annual Meeting,
which included the 12" General Council Meeting
(GCM) and the 24" Executive Board Meeting (EBM).
During these sessions, member countries discussed
agenda items relevant to the future activities of
INTERPA.

7KH ¢UVW VHVVLRQ RI WHKthual17(53%
Conference, titled “Security Issues at Times of

Natural Disasters,” featured valuable insights from

four speakers. The subsequent second and third
sessions, titled "Policing in Emergency Response"

and "Managing Technological Accidents in Critical
Infrastructures and Facilities," saw nine speakers

sharing their expertise and experiences.

During the conference, Sr. Lt. Col. Nguyen Huu Ngoc,

Director of the ASEANAPOL Secretariat, highlighted

ASEANAPOL's development of the ASEANAPOL

Communication and Coordination Protocol for

Crisis Management (ACCPCM) and Disaster Victim

,GHQWL,{FDWLRQ &ULPH 6FHQH ,QYHVWLJDWLRQ '9,
CSl) initiatives. These initiatives aim to facilitate

information exchange, technical, and investigation

support in case of terrorism attacks or other man-

PDGH QDWXUDO GLVDVWHUV ZLWKLQ WKH $6($1%$32/
member countries. This aligns with the conference

theme, and he expressed a desire for continued

knowledge and experience sharing on these subjects.

He also showed interest in further collaboration with

INTERPA and its member countries, particularly in

enhancing forensic capabilities.
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JCIATION OF POLICE ACADEMIES
JNFERENCE

Other matters deliberated included plans for joint
workshops in 2024, with one to two workshops
annually; consideration of Istanbul as the venue for

the 14" ,17(53% *HQHUDO &RXQFLO 0
Executive Board Meeting in 2025; courses offered

by member institutions for 2023-2024, such as the
Maldives Forensics Diving course, interrogation
technique training postponed to 2024, and fully
IXQGHG GLJLWDO IRUHQVLF VHDUFK
,QGLD 7KHUH ZHUH DOVR GLVFXVVL
in cyberspace (India) and the appointment of a single

point of contact for INTERPA member countries.
Additionally, an overview of INTERPA's strategy and
working procedures for 2023 and a preview for 2024

were presented.

Prof. (Dr.) S.O. Junare, Campus Director of NFSU-
Gandhinagar, mentioned that Dr. J.M. Vyas, Vice-
&KDQFHOORU RI 1)68 ODXQFKHG
courses under the School of Open Learning.
JXUWKHUPRUH cYH FRXQWULHYV
3KLOLSSLQHV .D]JDNKVWDQ DQG %
MoUs with NFSU for collaboration in academics,
research, and training in forensic science. There was
also the introduction of new member applications
from Botswana, NFSU, INPA, and the Ministry of
,QWHULRU 02, 8]JEHNLVWDQ

3URI <LOPD] &RODN 3UHVLGHQW RI
of the Turkish National Police Academy, expressed
gratitude to NFSU for hosting the conference for the
second time. He announced that the 13th Annual
INTERPA Conference would be held in Saudi Arabia

in 2024.

7KLY FRQIHUHQFH HPSKDVL]HG WK
international cooperation in enhancing the capabilities

of police academies and law enforcement agencies

in dealing with technological accidents and natural
disasters. The event provided a platform for sharing
knowledge, discussing future initiatives, and forging
stronger collaborations among member countries.
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SIGNING CEREMONY OF THE MEMORANDUM
OF UNDERSTANDING (MOU) BETWEEN
ASEANAPOL SECRETARIAT AND RASHTRIYA

RAKSHA UNIVERSITY (RRU)

By ASEANAPOL Secretariat
December 5, 2023

2Q '"HFHPEHU
in Lavad Dehgam, Gujarat, India, as the ASEANAPOL
Secretariat and Rashtriya Raksha University (RRU)
came together for the signing of a Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU). This partnership aimed
to bolster cooperation in training, academics, and

D VLIQL;FDQW.QRAMQYWIRWMIRROG HBQG ODZ MXGLFL

committed to mutual activities such as academics,
WUDLQLQJ WHFKQRORJ\
research. The agreement also detailed plans
for exchange programs at the undergraduate,
postgraduate, and PhD levels, fostering deeper

VFLHQWL¢{F UHVHDUFK DQG GHYeédacRigmaaqopractizad ties.L QJ WKH

beginning of a powerful alliance in security, law
enforcement, and policing.

The ceremony began with a warm welcome from
Professor (Dr.) Bimal Patel, Vice-Chancellor of RRU.
In his opening remarks, he expressed gratitude for
ASEANAPOL's decision to partner with RRU and
highlighted the potential for collaboration to enhance
law enforcement and security in the region through
knowledge transfers.

7KH 028 ZDV WKHQ RI¢{¢FLDOO\
Brigadier General Zaw Lin Tun, Executive Director of
the ASEANAPOL Secretariat, and Dr. Shishir Kumar
*XSWD 5HJLVWUDU RI 558
the start of a robust alliance aimed at enhancing
security, law enforcement, and policing through
shared knowledge and resources.

Areas of cooperation outlined in the MOU included
capacity building in security, policing, forensics,

Additionally, initial social projects were discussed and
planned for implementation among ASEANAPOL
member countries. These projects included a Cyber
Safety and Security Awareness program (app-based),
initiatives to empower girls and women against cyber
offenses, and addressing mobile and social media
addiction among kids and teens with a focus on cyber
parenting.

The signing of the MOU underscored the commitment
of Ibotp ASEANAPOS. Raad RRU to joint efforts in
combating transnational crime, cyber threats, and
fostering a safer environment within ASEANAPOL

7 KLV M2thbeH KCpuat@eg/ VhisJ Qollaber@ion aimed to

provide ASEANAPOL Member Countries with

RSSRUWXQLWLHY WR EXLOG FRPSI

equipped with the extensive knowledge needed
to face cross-country crime challenges, ensuring a
more secure and resilient future.
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ASEANAPOL SECRETARIAT WELCOMED THE VISIT
OF MR. LAURENT MOSCATELLO, REGIONAL POLICE
ATTACHE, COORDINATOR FOR INDO-PACIFIC

REGION, FRENCH EMBASSY SINGAPORE

By ASEANAPOL Secretariat
December 20, 2023

On December 20, 2023, the ASEANAPOL Secretariat

received a visit from Mr. Laurent Moscatello, the

Regional Police Attaché and Coordinator for the Indo-

3DFL¢F 5HIJLRQ DW WKH JUHQFK (PEDVV\ LQ 6LQJDSRUH
His visit was warmly welcomed by the Executive

Director of ASEANAPOL Secretariat, Police Brigadier

General Zaw Lin Tun. He was accompanied by

Assistant Commissioner of Police Dr. Bakri Zainal

Abidin, Director for Police Services, Superintendent

Rl 3ROLFH $]JUXO +LVKDP ORKG 6KDIIHL +HDG RI
Administrative and Technical Staff, and Deputy

Superintendent of Police Suresh Subramaniam, DSP

for Plans and Programmes.

The visit featured a brief presentation from each party

RQ WKHLU UHVSHFWLYH RUJDQL]DWLRQDO PDQGDWHY DQG KRZ
they could assist in achieving each other's goals
and objectives. This was followed by a discussion
on potential areas of cooperation, including counter-
WHUURULVP V\QGLFDWHG RUJDQL]JHG FULPHVY F\EHUFULPH
child sexual crime, and capacity-building training

&% 7 LQLWLDWLYHYV %RWK SDUWLHY HPSKDVL]HG WKH
LPSRUWDQFH RI HITHFWLYH DQG HI(FLHQW WUDLQLQJ FRXUVHYV
and conducting assessments and capacity-building
development tailored to the requirements of
ASEANAPOL Member Countries (AMCSs).

The Executive Director of ASEANAPOL Secretariat

expressed heartfelt gratitude and appreciation

to the French Embassy in Singapore for their full

support of ASEANAPOL. He highlighted that the

&%7 FRQIHUHQFH RUJDQL]JHG E\ WKH J)UHQFK (PEDVV\

ZDV KLJKO\ EHQH¢{FLDO $GGLWLRQDOO\ KH XQGHUVFRUHG
IRXUWHHQ FRUH DUHDV RI WUDQVQDWLRQDO RUJDQL]JHG FULPH
that are top priorities for ASEANAPOL.

7KH YLVLW ZDV LQGHHG ITUXLWIXO LQ KDUPRQL]JLQJ IXWXUH

collaboration between both parties, fostering a
brighter working relationship in the days to come.
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ASEANAPOL AND FREELAND UNITE TO COMBAT
WILDLIFE TRAFFICKING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA

By ASEANAPOL Secretariat
January 26, 2024

On January 26, 2024, the ASEANAPOL Secretariat, TRIPOD 2 Roundtable Meetings
OHG E\ ([HFXWLYH 'LUHFWRU 'DYLG ODUWLQH] 9LQOXDAQ
warmly welcomed Mr. Steve Galster, Global HatYai, Thailand (January 15,2024): ASEANAPOL
Chairperson of Freeland, along with Ms. Prerana Secretariat, represented by Superintendent of
Sethiya. Executive Director Vinluan, accompanied 3ROLFH $]J]UXO +LVKDP ELQ ORKG 6K
by Assistant Commissioner of Police Dr. Bakri Zainal Superintendent of Police Suresh Subramaniam,
Abidin, Police Senior Lieutenant Colonel Nguyen met with Freeland in Hat Yai, Thailand, under the
+XX 1JRF 6XSHULQWHQGHQW $MMXSH UMIMKIRRY (RKEHFXWLYH 'LUHF\
6KDIIHL DQG RWKHU $6($1%$32/ R NjrifudriJ \TheK indefir@ L ditdatf HaG address  wildlife
Freeland's recognition of ASEANAPOL as a crucial WUDI¢{FNLQJ LQ 6RXWKHDVW $VLD
institution in global efforts to combat transnational 2 project, focusing on enhancing training and
crimes, particularly wildlife crimes. This visit QHWZRUNLQJ IRU IURQW OLQH RI¢
underscored the importance of collaborative efforts which included 11 front-line agencies from Thailand,
and strategic partnerships in addressing the complex discussed challenges, collaboration opportunities,
LVVXHY RI ZLOGOLIH WUDI¢ FNLQ Jarld QeBatédies Ltd/ okhb@tH &rasskbyrean lwidlfe
WUDI¢(FNLQJ DORQJ WKH 7KDLODAQ
Freeland is an international NGO headquartered in The discussions contributed to the development
Bangkok, dedicated to environmental conservation of capacity-building programs and future Special
DQG KXPDQ ULJKWV LQ $VLD 7K HhvBstighiio® LGrDuy InR&indsL Rith AwhRemphasis
VWRS ZLOGOLIH DQG KXPDQ WUan thé Mb@tance of BoleGieHeforts @ndl decisive
the illegal wildlife trade and habitat destructon. DFWLRQ DJDLQVW WUDQVQDWLRQD(
Freeland's programs tackle critical threats to safer future.
HQGDQJHUHG ARUD DQG IDXQD LQFOXGLQJ SRDFKLQJ
illegal logging, smuggling, and the subsequent sale Thakhek, Laos (March 20-21, 2024): The TRIPOD
and consumption of wildlife. With funding from the 2 roundtable meeting in Thakhek, Khammouane
United States Agency for International Development 3SURYLQFH /DRV DLPHG WR WDFNOH
(USAID), Freeland supports the Association of the Thailand-Laos border. It united law enforcement
Southeast Asian Nations Wildlife Enforcement agenciesto discuss challengesand devise strategies.
Network (ASEAN-WEN) and ASEANAPOL in Representatives from ASEANAPOL Secretariat,
FRPEDWLQJ ZLOGOLIH FULPHV $ VinGudibgro@pmySuferntBridenbad RdliDe/Chdr @ew
Freeland is committed to creating a world free of Hiok and Corporal Suhasini Gunasagaran, alongside
ZLOGOLIH WUDI¢(FNLQJ DQG KXPDRIYPBYWUIURP WHQ /DRV GHSDUW
obstacles such as border security vulnerabilities and
The Targeting Regional Investigations for Policng FRPPXQLFDWLRQ JDSV 7KH PHHWLC
Opportunities & Development (TRIPOD) 2 project, gathered information for future Counter Transnational
funded by the US State Department, aims to 2UJDQL]J]HG &ULPH &72& WUDLQLQ
HVWDEOLVK D UHJLRQDO FR X Qriwektigatibh GBEoGpL (SITG)WrhkBting$; Nelnfadcing
network, supported by the ASEANAPOL Secretariat. RI¢FHUV VNLOOV DQG IDFLOLWDWL(
This initiative focuses on enhancing training and
QHWZRUNLQJ IRU IURQW OLQH RHg Fikhy VietWaR (Map FNZDPY): Z T GTRIPOD
WUDI¢FNLQJ HIIHFWLYHO\ %\ IR\ASRMNQGOWD BFGRH MBIEHRWUIW LRY IDQL]F
DQG OHYHUDJLQJ WKH VWUHQ JW paxtndrshiievRtIVASERNAPDIQ Wwh® Meld R @&/ Tinh,
75,32 VHHNV WR FUHDWH D X (ietnahG DisOuRID¢ werd Dnbdziatéd by Mr. Steve
ZLOGOLIH WUDI¢{¢FNLQJ HQVXULQJIDOVI/IHHW EBE® PRRHJVREXBH J)UHHOI
future for the region. Vinluan, ASEANAPOL Executive Director, and Police
Senior Lieutenant Colonel Nguyen Huu Ngoc. The
event brought together approximately 30 front-line
agencies from Vietham to address cross-border
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ZLOGOLIH WUDI¢FNLQJ DORQJ W Khailehd, HAysQ\emhahD & Maay sisGithas YYecome
Insights shared by participating agencies contributed HYLGHQW WKDW D FROODERUDWLY!
to capacity-building programs and future CTOC and is essential to addressing these complex issues.
Special Investigation Group meetings. Participants By enhancing training, networking, and capacity-
also visited the Cau Treo Border Pass to understand EXLOGLQJ IRU IURQW OLQH RI¢{¢FHUV
the operational challenges in addressing wildlife has laid a robust foundation for a regional counter-
WUDI¢FNLQJ ZLOGOLIH WUDI¢{FNLQJ QHWZRUN (]
ODUWLQH] 9LQOXDQ V HPSKDVLV R
Alor Setar, Malaysia (May 13, 2024): 7KH ¢ GdCOcollective efforts highlights the importance of
TRIPOD 2 Roundtable meeting in Alor Setar, Kedah, regional cooperation and the integration of advanced
Malaysia, saw participation from ASEANAPOL technological solutions to ensure a safer future for
Secretariat personnel, Royal Malaysia Police, and our communities.
JUHHODQG 7KH HYHQW EURXJKW WRJHWKHU YHWWHG RI¢FHUV
from 15 different Malaysian agencies. Discussions We call upon all ASEANAPOL Member Countries
focused on establishing a robust framework for future to actively support the TRIPOD 2 projects and
project activities and cooperative efforts to combat other initiatives spearheaded by the ASEANAPOL
LOOHJDO ZLOGOLIH WUDI¢ FNLQJ SeérétariaP HTHéV ciiallengiel SpoBed L by Gvildlife
continuous capacity-building initiatives and the WUDI¢{FNLQJ DQG WUDQVQDWLRQDO
integration of advanced technological solutions. commitment to continuous capacity-building, sharing
7KH VXFFHVVIXO FRQFOXVLRQ P Dbgst pr&tiGesydnd Gokterin® QritfegicVipadtBerships.
IRUZDUG LQ UHJLRQDO FRRSHUD By Wdgkiry QagetéeK Me ;cai \Weddel B fo@midable

transnational wildlife crimes. network dedicated to preserving our region's
biodiversity and ensuring the safety and security
Conclusion of our societies. Let us unite in our efforts to build

D IXWXUH ZKHUH ZLOGOLIH WUDI¢F
The TRIPOD 2 project represents a critical step crimes are effectively countered through coordinated
forward in our collective efforts to combat wildlife regional initiatives, ensuring a safer and more secure
WUDI¢(FNLQJ DQG WUDQVQDWLR QBSEANUA: Bdrerlatipné ® XOMKHD VW $VLD
Throughout the series of roundtable meetings held in
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ASEANAPOL SECRETARIAT BOOTH FEATURED AT
MILIPOL ASIA-PACIFIC TECHX SUMMIT 2024 AS
PART OF AWARENESS CAMPAIGN

By ASEANAPOL Secretariat
January 26, 2024

On January 26, 2024, Mr. Andrew Marriott,
ODQDJLQJ 'LUHFWRU RI OLOLS
the ASEANAPOL Secretariat at Tower 2, Bank
Rakyat Twin Tower, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
He was warmly welcomed by ASEANAPOL
6HFUHWDULDW ([HFXWLYH 'L
Vinluan, Assistant Commissioner of Police Dr.
Bakri Zainal Abidin, Director for Police Services,
Police Senior Lieutenant Colonel Nguyen Huu
Ngoc, Director for Plans and Programmes,
6XSHULQWHQGHQW $]JUXO +L
Head of Administrative and Technical Staff, and
RWKHU 6HFUHWDULDW RI¢FH
the company he represents and the services they
offer through law enforcement expos around the
ASEAN area. He extended an invitation to the
Secretariat and ASEANAPOL member countries
WR SDUWLFLSDWH LQ WKH XS
TechX Summit 2024.

From April 3 to 5, 2024, the ASEANAPOL
Secretariat, in collaboration with Mr. Andrew

collaboration within the law enforcement
community. This initiative played a crucial role

in raising awareness about the importance of
collective efforts in addressing transnational
FULPH FKDOOHQJHV 7KH OLOLSR!
Summit 2024 provided an exceptional platform

for the ASEANAPOL Secretariat to engage with
executives and stakeholders from ASEANAPOL
OHPEHU &RXQWULHYV DQG JORELI
exchange insights, and highlight its mission in
combating the emerging threats of transnational
RUJDQL]J]HG FULPH

OLOLSRO $VLD 3DFL¢F LV WKH X
under the world’'s largest homeland security
QHWZRUN OLOLSRO $VLD 3DFL¢F
Summit came together to showcase how science

and technology are central to enhancing public
VDIHW\ DQG QDWLRQDO VHFXULYV
region. This landmark event brought together
WRS JRYHUQPHQW RI¢{(¢FLDOV
industry leaders, and academia to discuss the
latest solutions, strategies, and challenges;
share technological trends; and foster greater
collaboration within the international homeland
security community.

R <

The visit from Mr. Marriott and the participation
LQ WKH OLOLSRO $VLD 3DFL¢F 7l
ZHUH TUXLWIXO LQ KDUPRQL]JLQJ
between both parties, looking forward to better
cooperation and a stronger relationship in
the future. The ASEANAPOL Secretariat was

ODUULRWW SDUWLFLSDWHG LI®nduiédto bdpart & Ri©indigotabngBedrFdaigir

TechX Summit 2024, held at the Sands Expo
and Convention Centre at Marina Bay Sands,
Singapore. This prestigious event was jointly
RUJDQL]JHG E\
the Home Team Science and Technology
Agency (HTX) under the auspices of the Ministry
of Home Affairs (Singapore) and the Ministry of
the Interior (France).

JRU WKH ¢(UVW WLPH
was featured at the expo, showcasing
WKH RUJDQL]DWLRQYV

*( OLOLSRO &RPH[SRVLXP

DQ $6($1$32/

LQLWLDWLYHV

and is committed to continuing its efforts towards
a safer and more secure ASEAN region.

DQG

ERRWK

DQG IRVWHULQJ



By ASEANAPOL Secretariat
January 28, 2024

On 28 February 2024, ASEANAPOL Secretariat

((HFEXWLYH 'LUHFWRU 'DYLG ODUW&RIHH IOL RO %$b (P ZDBWRROA\FH 2UJDQ

welcomed Mr. Paul Ruby and Ms. Angeline
Ng to the Secretariat. Mr. Ruby, the Deputy
Regional Police Attaché for Brunei, Indonesia,
Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, and Timor-
Leste, represented the International Security
Cooperation Directorate of the French Embassy
in Singapore. The ASEANAPOL Secretariat
was represented by Assistant Commissioner of
Police Dr. Bakri Zainal Abidin, Director of Police
Services; Police Senior Lieutenant Colonel
Nguyen Huu Ngoc, Director of Plans and
Programmes; Deputy Commissioner of Police
Suresh Subramaniam, Plans and Programmes
216 FHU |
Engku Nurul 'Aini Engku Malek, Plans and
SURJUDPPHYV 21¢FHU ,,

The meeting began with an overview of
ASEANAPOL's current structure, highlighting its
focus on ten core crime areas, collaboration with

process would begin to seek consensus from the

meeting concluded with a discussion on the role
of ASEANAPOL in disseminating information

IURP JUDQFH RQ 7UDQVQDWLRQD

to ASEAN member countries. Both parties
expressed a strong interest in exploring further
avenues for collaboration, including information
exchange, capacity-building initiatives, and joint
seminars, underscoring their mutual commitment
to enhancing regional security and cooperation.

DQG $VVLVWDQW 6XSHULQWHQGHQW RI 3ROLFH

'LDORJXH 3IDUWQHUV 2EVHUYHU 2UJDQL]DWLRQV DQG
DFWLYH SDUWQHUVKLSV ZLWK OLNH PLQGHG RUJDQL]DWLRQV

,Q UHVSRQVH O0U 5XE\
commitment to strengthening collaboration with
ASEANAPOL. He outlined several key initiatives,
including the willingness to share information
and expertise, offering capacity-building training

programs tailored to the needs of ASEANAPOL

HPSKDVL]J]HG )UDQFHTV

PHPEHU FRXQWULHY DQG RUJDQL]JLQJ WZR VHPLQDUYV

in 2024 - one in Singapore and one in Malaysia-
focused on areas of mutual interest. Additionally,
France highlighted its expertise in combating
child pornography and offered assistance in this
area.

Mr. Ruby expressed France’s interest in
transitioning from its current Observer
2UJDQL]DWLRQ VWDWXV WR

with ASEANAPOL. Executive Director Vinluan
acknowledged this request and indicated that the

‘'LDORJXH 3DUWQHU VWDWXYV
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ASEANAPOL EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TALK ON THE U:.

By ASEANAPOL Secretariat
February 20-22, 2024

4™ INTERPOL — UNICRI

From February 20 to 22, 2024, the 4" INTERPOL -
UNICRI Global Meeting on Responsible Al for Law
Enforcement convened in Singapore, spearheaded

E\ WKH ,17(532/ 5SHVSRQVLEOH $UWL
IDE , 5%,/ 7KLV VLIJQL¢;¢FDQW HYHQ
HISHUWY DQG RI¢{FLDOV ZRUOGZLGH
law enforcement. Among the distinguished speakers

ZDV $6($1$32/ ([HFXWLYH 'LUHFWRU
Vinluan, who delivered an insightful analysis on the
current state of Al adoption among ASEAN police
RUJDQL]DWLRQV

Vinluan's presentation, titled “Overview of the Status
Rl $6($1 3ROLFH 2UJDQL]DWLRQV RC
Law Enforcement Operations,” highlighted the crucial
need for ethical Al practices to ensure individual
rights are protected and public trust is maintained. He
HPSKDVL]HG WKDW E\ DGKHULQJ WR
ODZ HQIRUFHPHQW DJHQFLHYV FRXOG
ZKLOH PLQLPL]JLQJ SRWHQWLDO ULV

The advent of computers in the mid-20" century
UHYROXWLRQL]HG oDz HQIRUFHP
XQSUHFHGHQWHG HI{FLHQF\ WR |
operations, automating many labor-intensive tasks,

and enabling swifter and more accurate case
handling. This technological advancement allowed

for improved crime prevention, pattern tracking,

and information sharing across jurisdictions. This
dual-edged nature of technology necessitates
continuous evolution in law enforcement strategies,
advanced training, robust cybersecurity measures,

and international cooperation to effectively combat
cybercriminals and maintain public trust.

2UJDQL]HG FULPLQDO JURXSV KL
leveraged IT advancements to enhance their
operations, often crossing national boundaries
DQG SRVLQJ VLIQL¢{¢FDQW WKUHDW\
environmental conservation. These transnational
entities exploit the Volatile, Uncertain, Complex,
Ambiguous, Diverse, and Disruptive (VUCADD)
nature of modern society, impacting political,
economic, social, technological, environmental, and
legal norms. In response, law enforcement agencies
must stay ahead by adopting advanced technological
WRROV LQFOXGLQJ $UWLLFLDO ,QW
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1E USE OF Al IN LAW ENFORCEMENT IN THE
GLOBAL MEETING

these sophisticated criminal activities. Vinluan

crucial for building trust and addressing stakeholder

HPSKDVL]HG WKDW LQWHJUDW L Q doscerhsQ VCBntioDE HiesnkRtH H @&Yéarch

operations is essential for effectively combating these
threats.

Vinluan's presentation also addressed the responsible
and ethical use of Al in law enforcement. Currently, Al
is an area of active research and development, with

and development, collaboration with academia
and industry partners, and adherence to ethical
guidelines are essential for responsibly harnessing
Al's potential. By striking the right balance between
technological advancements and safeguarding
individual rights, law enforcement agencies can

RQJRLQJ HIIRUWV WR HQKDQFH L éiNarDeSiikdit. Saifety, pR@OctLir@ivitiuaiHights, Qe

To better understand Al's impact, an online survey
was conducted among all ten ASEANAPOL Member
Countries (AMCs). The surveyfocused onperceptions,
issues, challenges, and recommendations regarding
Al in law enforcement. Responses revealed that six
AMCs used Al in law enforcement operations, and

uphold justice and fairness.
Conclusion

$6($1 ODZ HQIRUFHPHQW RUJDQL]D

the positive and negative impacts of Al in law
HQIRUFHPHQW :KLOH PDQ\

RI¢F

HLJKW UHFRJQL]JHG LWV LPSR U W Di@dittlénal QolziBg/siier&iRro, GtEadbicReRel [@atkksQ G
DQDO\VLV FULPH SUHYHQWLRQ RE®wWedges tHenaed t6 atguntd eysong drimigal

However, prevalent issues included a lack of trained
SHUVRQQHO LQVXI¢FLHQW
FRQVWUDLQWYV
need for comprehensive training, robust legislation,
strong data governance, and continuous monitoring
of Al systems.

Survey respondents highlighted several operational
DSSOLFDWLRQV IRU %,
license plate recognition, community surveillance,
and monitoring. These technologies could promote
diversity, mitigate algorithmic bias, and ensure
equitable outcomes. Ensuring legal compliance,
conducting impact assessments, and maintaining
transparency in Al decision-making processes are

DFWLYLWLHYV

paramount.

By adhering to ethical guidelines, law enforcement

9LQOXDQ FRQFOXGHC
.7 L QbalDaing/ BIXUS&V Wit HthiEaQ@nsElEratidhs Wind
SHFRPPHQGDWL REp¥ct fdrP@rsBiMibial Gnd Wugridn rights was

DIJHQFLHV FRXOG KDUQHVV $, V SRW|

risks, ensuring justice, fairness, and respect for
L Q F O X G Ih@dan Wrighs. ¢, FhrdughQ Bnhahedd Qadbdloperation,

continuous capacity-building, and the responsible

use of Al, ASEANAPOL member states could tackle
the complexities of transnational crime and ensure a

safer future for all.
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REFLECTING ON 43 RP YEARS OF ASEANAPOL
JOURNEY: STRENGTHENING REGIONAL
LAW ENFORCEMENT

By ASEANAPOL Secretariat

$QJ KLQGL PDUXQRQJSab@ I)@qnty_C@eI})Fm@donesiaNationalPolice,
[ ice G al Awaluddin Djamin, the Chief of

VD SLQDQJJIJDOLQJIDQ jep™ cRPEet

PDNDUDUDWLQJ VD SDURURRQDQ

Q
ANAPR bershi ded
7KRVH ZKR GR QRW NGIRZIREZ WS wing cniets of ASAN
ORRN EDFN DW ZKHUH Wole-ayeleidd: RebhriskoRrPUmar Apong. of

ZLOO QHYHU UHDFK WK EM TRV L EOWERO
‘U -RVH 3URWDFLR 5BROO-HIODWHWRLED QRZ 21.FH RI
+HUR RI WKH 3KLOLSSL¢%WV1996>; Police Brigadier General Soutchay

mmsasith, Vice Minister of Ministry of Interior

As ASEANAPOL commemorates its 43¢ founding cum Director of Police Department, Lao Police Force
DQQLYHUVDU\ LW LV DQ RSSR UW%JCz??r)PI Bﬂ?%ﬁ’mﬁreﬁ?'ﬁ\%ﬁvwgg;w%ﬁ
remarkable journey of collaboration and cooperation heral ot the Nyahmar Folice Force ) @

among the ten Chiefs of ASEAN National Police Police Lieutenant _Gene_ral HOk. Lundy, Director
RUJDQL]DWLRQV )URP LWV KXPE &ff‘:éf#oﬁfml_c t ?.‘EJ:@“‘;@' f@oﬂcg %8?82;;“”“:’5
Philippines, in October 1981, to its current stature as a SWGU% © v 9 D V(iloL RC EE) ?) oReiJaJ ?) N LC Y eGa FULPEK
key player in regional law enforcement, ASEANAPOL QVQ Q QL]

KDV PDGH VLIJQL¢{FDQW VWULGHYV DOQFLQJ VHFXULW\

and combating transnational crime. These collective ASEA?\IAH&I?OQ gram
efforts have contributed to sustainable peace and

rd H
security in the region and globally. At the 39 ASEANAPOL annual conference in 1983,

heldin Jakarta, Indonesia, itwas agreedto endorsethe

7KH cUVW IRUPDO PHHWLQJ RI \ﬁk’ﬁp&%ﬂ WARR ¥%2§1‘]RJUDP vaD VAl
IDWLRQDO SROLFH RUJDQL]DWLRp%ﬁ?&ZeElL?r Io?grgggamisIEV|tai§sN§|gL??(I)?r;

21 to 23, 1981, in Manila, Philippines. The meeting '

aimed to discuss ways and means of improving RUJDQL]DWLRQ VHUYLQJ DV WKH Yl

regional cooperation and collaboration among ASEAN bratnd 'Ot'e”“ty by rep:cese_ntlng_ Its V'S'O?' mission, gnd
1DWLRQDO 3ROLFH RUJDQL]DWLR O\JO'W%%ﬁﬁk@LﬁﬁW@awﬁ%%‘ﬁﬁ% alg.ré‘l? g
strategies for improving regional cooperation in law partners and stakenholders by suggesting credibiity.
enforcement and crime control. This historic meeting .
FXOPLQDWHG LQ WKH VLJOQLQJ R |T§e§fg\§§wgvmg ’ ‘ﬁﬁa‘iﬁd‘?ﬂ?ed during

. the 3*annua meetmg‘hel inJa onesia, from
statement document, setting the stage for future . ) '
collaboration g g November 16-19, 1983. The original design featured

¢YH VWHSY DW WKH EDVH RI WKH S

The Founding Fathers of ASEANAPOL ¢YH IRXQGLQJ PHPEHU $6($1 3ROLFF

IDWLRQDO 3ROLFH RUJDQL]DW I?/;S'WLFP&\/\WF@E')“& Lavg HR)fResment

JLGHO 9DOGH] 5DPRV &KLHI RI UMYX OFW 3KLOLSSLQH

Constabulary cum Director General of the Integrated |

National Police (now the Philippine National Police); intOrR ﬁnD ? l:j] I?NV\iII& R hQ P Ffu Nng: G irrI?\ ,?(? LQI

Tan Sri Mohamed Haniff Bin Omatr, Inspector General erconnecte orld,  has protoundly pacte
countries and their relationships. This phenomenon

of Police, Royal Malaysia Police; Commissioner Goh KDV EHHQ IXUWKHU LOWHQVLAHG

Yong Hong of the Singapore Police Force; Police
General Surapon Chulabra, Director General of the LQIRUPDWLRQ WHFKQRORJ\ DQG D
As the world undergoes unprecedented progress,

Royal Thai Police; and Police Lieutenant General

7KH IRXQGHUV LQ ZHUH WKH (M e KTROV ) Bb(sPREDOLIDWLRQ R
g
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traditional crimes have evolved into cyber-enabled
offenses, with victims and perpetrators often located
in different countries. Consequently, law enforcement
agencies (LEAs) worldwide have been compelled to
collaborate and coordinate in combating these new
types of crimes.

DFURVV WKH RUJDQL]DWLRQ EHFDPF
to variations and discrepancies.

To address these issues, the Chiefs of ASEAN
National Police unanimously approved the
establishment of the ASEANAPOL permanent
secretariat during the 28" annual conference held
7KH LQWHUFRQQHFWHG QDW XU H inRBruki¢Kbarus€aRifa DnO20DB. GCCoddeduiéntdy, on
has facilitated the spread of criminal activities across January 1, 2010, the permanent Secretariat was
borders. Traditional boundaries no longer serve formally established in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, and
as barriers to criminal behaviour, as perpetrators commenced its operations based on the approved
H[SORLW WKH JOREDOL]HG HQ YTetR ¢f Réfapante (WNOR) ddbpted in 2B08.W
WUDQVQDWLRQDO RUJDQL]J]HG FULPHV 7KHVH QHZ W\SHYV
RI FULPHV SRVH VLJQL¢{FDQW W KAddarding \fo W& TevrksHof VRefereicé O QR3, the
security of individuals and communities regionally Executive Director of the ASEANAPOL Secretariat
and worldwide. is appointed by the ASEANAPOL Conference on a
rotational basis in alphabetical order among member

In response to these evolving challenges, and countriesforatermoftwoyears.The Executive Director
drawing from the "broken windows theory,” the PXVW EH D 6HQLRU 3ROLFH 2I¢FHU R
&KLHIV Rl $6($1 1DWLRQDO 3RO L Fén&4a dritdglivaléht RTQeVEXeutEl Directors of
UHFRJQL]JHG WKH QHFHVVLW)\ RI LREVASEARAPOL $Q &dabat-Hwr SridlUdBA\RMPR
and collaboration. By addressing criminal challenges $VVLVWDQW &RPPLVVLRQHU RI
at their early stages, they aim to prevent these issues Zainal Abidin (2010 and 2011), CNP’s Lieutenant
IURP HVFDODWLQJ LQWR PRUH V GérglakSabDMpMie Q@1 %Ban@ RORI), RBRHSs Senior
problems. Through joint efforts, countries can Assistant Commissioner Pengiran Dato’ Paduka HJ.
more effectively tackle the complexities of modern Abdul Wahab Bin Pengiran HJ. Omar (2014 and
criminal activities and enhance their ability to combat 2015), INP’s Police Inspector General Yohanes Agus
transnational crime networks. 0XO\RQR DQG /3)TV 3ROL
Kenechanh Phommachack (2018 and 2019), SPF's
Deputy Assistant Commissioner Jim Wee (2020 and
2021), MPF’s Police Brigadier General Zaw Lin Tun

DQG DQG 3131V &RORQHO "I
Vinluan (2024 and 2025).

3RO

The Establishment of the ASEANAPOL Secretariat

Prior to 2010, the ASEANAPOL Secretariat rotated
among the member countries hosting the Annual

Conference. This arrangement posed several
challenges, including a lack of continuity, risking
the loss of institutional memory and leading
WR LQHI¢(¢FLHQFLHV
communication among
IUDJPHQWHG

without dedicated personnel for routine tasks. Policy
implementation was inconsistent, accountability was
reduced, and building relationships with external
SDUWQHUYV ZDV PRUH GLI¢{¢FXOW
without a team focused on long-term goals, and
resource allocation became challenging, potentially
leading to wastage. During crises, the absence
of a permanent secretariat hampered quick and

departments  became

DQG RSHUDWLRQVWD BHQHRUOBRWOLHFH RLHRNW R

The Executive Director is assisted by a Director
for Police Services (DPS) and a Director for Plans

& RR U G L Q D ahid R@Qgramg YDPA)Veadh ddrwhl a terdire of two

years, extendable by one year. Both positions require

equivalent. The Directors for Police Services have
been SPF’s Deputy Assistant Commissioner Lim Kim
Tak (2010-2012), RMP’s Assistant Commissioner
GofVRo Iz &VMoharfrad And Qhah Bid AbdullbH (PBIIG-
2015), PNP’s Senior Superintendent Ferdinand R.P.
%DUWRORPH 63)1V
Commissioner Jim Wee (2018-2019), INP’s
Superintendent Joni Getamala (2020-2022), and

RUJDQL]JHG UHVSRQVHV DQG VW RRRsBssGtanntiCQnMmissioRdr ef Botide Bakri Zainal

WKH U

"HS XW
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Abidin (2023-2024). The Directors for Plans and
Programs have included INP’s Superintendent Desy
Adriani (2010-2012), INP’s Superintendent Reinhard
Hutagaol (2013-2014), INP’s Superintendent
Yuli Cahyanti (2015-2016), RMP’s Assistant

2UJDQL]DWLRQ
&ULPH $JHQF\

,17(532/

Observers consist of entities such as international

RUJDQL]DWLRQV RU FRXQWULHV WK

&RPPLVVLRQHU RI 3ROLFH $L GDKwhkhin @QBERNARDOK.PTR&Y participate in meetings,

2019), RBPF’s Superintendent Tang Yik Tung (2020-
2022), and OIPA's Senior Lieutenant Colonel Nguyen
Huu Ngoc (2023-2024).

The ASEANAPOL Conference has been held
annually since 1981, with the exception of 2020 due
to the COVID-19 pandemic. Initially, the secretariat for

conferences,andASEANAPOLactivitiesasobservers,
gaining insights into ASEANAPOL's endeavours,
sharing relevant expertise or perspectives, and
exploring future avenues for collaboration. This status
allows them to stay informed about regional security
developments and actively participate in discussions
on law enforcement cooperation. Current Observer

DQG WKH

the annual conference rotated among the members.
Per paragraph 14 of the 41t Joint Communique, the

Partners include the )LML 3ROLFH )RUFH
3ROLFH RI 7LPRU /HVWH ,QWHUQDWI

Chiefs of ASEAN National Police endorsed Myanmar &KLHIV RI 3ROLFH ,$&3 ,QWHUQDW
Police Force to host forthcoming 42" ASEANAPOL RI WKH 5HG &URVV ,&5& 86 )HGHL
Conference in 2024. ,QYHVWLIDWLRQ *XOl &RRSHUDWLI

*&&32/ 5R\DO &DQDGLDQ
5&03 )JUHQFK OLQLVWU\ RI ,QWHL
JHGHUDO 3ROLFH %DQJODGHVK 3
'"HSDUWPHQW RI WKH ,WDOLDQ ,QWH
$6($1$32/ UHFRJQL]JHV WKH FULWQEFQ@IOVWRSRUWD@YMHUIRU RI WKH 8QL
QXUWXULQJ FROODERUDWLRQ ZLW&3SQDWLRQV DQG RUJDQL]DWLRQV
committed to addressing transnational crime and
shared interests through robust partnerships. These
partnerships, which include dialogue partners,
observers, and like-minded partners, are instrumental
in facilitating collaboration, exchanging information,
and fostering cooperation to combat transnational
crime and enhance regional and global security.

ORXQW
Dialogue Partners, Observers, and Like-Minded
Partners

/LNH PLQGHG ,QWHUQDWLRQDO 3DU\
that share similar goals and collaborate with
ASEANAPOL to enhance Ilaw enforcement
capabilities. These partnersincludethe , QWHUQDWLF
$VVRFLDWLRQ RI 3ROLFH $FDGWIPDHYV
3DFL¢F OHGLFR /HJDO $JHQFRUBUVG $¢
%RUGHU 2UJDQL]DWLRQ &DQDGD
'LDORJXH 3DUWQHUV DUH FRXQWHONMW RO RWID®ML]DSHURRYDO ,QIF
that actively engage in discussions and cooperaton &RRUGLQDWLRQ &HQW, K6 &8515& & &

with  ASEANAPOL members. Their contributons 6 RXWKHDVW (XURSHDQ /DZ (QIRUFI
include addressing security matters, sharing best 6(/(& 3DFL¢F ,vODQGV &KLHIV
practices, and providing aid in capacity buildng or 6HFUHWDULDW  3,&3 (XURSHDQ $

WUDLQLQJ SURJUDPV 'LDORJXH 68SBPYWI)HUID YVUDEG WJAFRDQMWO812'& 5H
broaden the network of law enforcement agencies 7HUURULVP 6WUXFWXUH RI 6KDQJFK
and nurture connections beyond the ASEAN region. 2UJDQL]DWLRQ 5%$76 6&2 $VVRFLD\
ASEANAPOL's Dialogue Partners include the 7UDLQLQJ ,QVWLWXWLRQV LQ $VL

$XVWUDOLDQ )HGHUDO 3ROLFH :100GQDVYWHJ\$\RUD 3 YEIHBEDNDKQNGU L\D 5D N
6HFXULW\ RI WKH 3HRSOH V 5HSQEYYH B VHRWJH:: hés® Diiverse and strategic
IDWLRQDO 3ROLFH $JHQF\ RI -D S RdlabortibhsDASEARAR QIRCQnDIMes to strengthen

B3ROLFH $JHQF\ 1HZ =HDODQG B8R é&forsHin dm@ativgwitdnsnational crime and
Rl ,QWHUQDO $IIDLUV Rl WKH 5exhavdirg globpHsecHrityD W L R Q
7TXUNLVK 1DWLRQDO 3ROLFH $6($1 6HFUHWDULDW

(XURSHDQ 3ROLFH (85232/ ,QWHUQDWLRQDO 3ROLFH
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Electronic ASEANAPOL Database

The Electronic ASEANAPOL Database System
($'6
sharing capabilities o6f ASEANAPOLsinceitsinception.
(VWDEOLVKHG WR IDFLOLWDWH
law enforcement-related data, intelligence, and
information among ASEAN member countries' law
enforcement agencies, EADS originated in the late
V. ZKHQ $6($1%$32/

UHFRJQL]JHGVRNVKHQBAHBMGH SROLFLQJ

ASEANAPOL Products and Services

ASEANAPOL's products and services are centered

KDV VLJQL¢FDQWO\ HQKD Q BEHUBd W KiiibsibiQdR BRBIWHR®LQJ DQG FRI

WUDQVQDWLRQDO FULPH WKURXJK
VB RUHLWQWWH H3RIOL G 1R iisRHSOO OD E
of 7TRIJHWKHU :H .HHS 7KLV SHAJLRQ
its motto: 3)LIJKW &ULPHV J/RYH +XPDC
+HOS 'HOLQ TR Wwiding principles aim

UHVRXUTF

IRU D FHQWUDOL]HG SODWIRUP WRLWLB®GWGLYWHARV \FIRRPEWD W QRUJID QL

planning during ASEANAPOL meetings highlighted
the growing importance of leveraging technology to
combat transnational crime effectively. By the early
2000s, member countries committed resources and
technical expertise to develop the system, supported
by international partners and experts, leading to
the establishment of a comprehensive database
infrastructure capable of securely storing and sharing
law enforcement data across borders.

Today, EADS remains a vital tool for ASEANAPOL
member countries in their efforts to combat
transnational crime, continuously evolving to
incorporate advanced features and functionalities.

international criminal enterprises, thereby contributing

to a safer ASEAN Community *WR OLYH WR ZR!
WR GR EXV Ke&yHbfferings include facilitating
the exchange of intelligence and information among
PHPEHU FRXQWULHV WKURXJK
training programs and capacity-building initiatives,
coordinating joint operations and task forces,
and developing regional policies and protocols to
strengthen cooperation in combating transnational
crime.

WKH

$GGLWLRQDOO\ $6($1%$32/ RUJDQL]I
workshops, and seminars to promote dialogue,
knowledge-sharing, and the exchange of

, W VHUYHV DV D FHQWUDOL]H G bestD pyddticésH &hokd- \shBntber | 8dbuntries and

wide range of law enforcement-related information,
employs robust security measures for secure data
exchange, and enables real-time collaboration
among law enforcement personnel. Additionally,
EADS provides analytical tools for data analysis and
interpretation, supporting strategic decision-making,
andincludestrainingandtechnical supportfor effective
XWLOL]DWLRQ

VWDNHKROGHUYV 7KH RUJD
fosters partnerships with international
RUJDQL]DWLRQV oDz H
agencies, academia, and other
stakeholders to enhance information-
VKDULQJ UHVRXUFH PRELOL
initiatives addressing common security
concerns. Overall, ASEANAPOL's
products and services aim to strengthen
regional and global cooperation,

build capacity, enhance capabilities,

and facilitate effective responses to
transnational crime threats across
ASEAN member countries.

Core Focus Areas

Since the 34" ASEANAPOL Conference in 2014,
the ASEANAPOL has concentrated on key areas to
enhance regional security and cooperation. These

areas include addressing LOOLFLW GUXJ WU

7KH VA\VWHP V RQFRPED VW HQY H O/ &8RP WMBFRMG VP XJJOLCG

UH¢QHPHQW XQGHUVFRUH $6($1$%DFN FRPP LXPHDQWWQ B | ¢ ININAFBIO L |

to leveraging technology and innovation to advance
regional security and law enforcement cooperation,
enhancing regional cooperation, information sharing,
and collective efforts against transnational crime.

F U L P HAdditionally, ASEANAPOL has targeted
PDULWLPH IUDXG FRPPHUFLDO FULF
and the use of IUDXGXOHQW WUDYHO ¢!
6LIQL,;FDQW SURJUHVV KDV EHHQ |
information sharing through the $6($1$32/
'DWDEDVH 6\VWH Pstradgtheing PXW XD O
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ASEANAPOL SECRETARIAT'S COMMITMENT TO
SUPPORTING PHILIPPINE MIGRANT WORKERS AND
COMBATING TRANSNATIONAL CRIMES

By Executive Director David Martinez Vinluan

On January 28, 2024, ASEANAPOL Executive The initiative supports Philippine migrant workers and
'LUHFWRU 'DYLG ODUWLQH] 9L Q Othdx@nidliBsvbyleGhdncivgHi@ir Brospédtdfor better
OLJUDQW :RUNHUV 21¢,FH DW WK Hjo®K inQHeSRiligpiHey. AtEIMCMAES tahprehensive
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, to speak to 50 Philippine business training on starting and managing
migrant workers during a Post Arrival Orientation businesses, understanding market dynamics, and
Seminar (PAOS). He introduced ASEANAPOL's VWUDWHJLF SODQQLQJ DORQJVLGH
PLVVLRQ DQG YLVLRQ KLJKOLJK \shia@ JinteaterR |girategiesQ saingsh \budgating,
and its campaign against transnational crimes. DQG HIIHFWLYH ¢(¢QDQFLDO PDQDJH
9LQOXDQ HPSKDVL]HG WKH LPSR @y QithPreRiteRt EFerdingnhd RS Rardss' vision of

country laws, excelling in their work, avoiding illegal
activities, maintaining a good budgeting strategy to
support their families back home, and keeping strong
faith.

Again, on February 4, 2024, ED Vinluan was invited

making overseas employment a choice rather than
a necessity for Filipinos, aiming to foster economic
stability and growth for returning migrant workers.

During the event, Consul General Rousel R. Reyes
delivered the keynote speech, and H.E. Maria Angela

E\ WKH OLJUDQW :RUNHUV 2I1¢FH AVHRNSESAhibAEsatdR oD QRPHilpHile Embassy

group of 50 Philippine migrant workers during a
PAOS. He reiterated ASEANAPOL's mission and
vision, focusing on its efforts to combat transnational

in Kuala Lumpur, provided the closing remarks.
Executive Director Vinluan’s participation highlighted
ASEANAPOL's support for the Embassy's initiatives

FULPHVY SDUWLFXODUO\ WUDI¢ F Nan@ s Lferu$ ldrJ soRileatihg -treinddadionklVdrrges,

the audience to respect host country laws, strive
for excellence in their work, avoid illegal activities,

SDUWLFXODUO\
underscores a strong commitment to protecting the

PDQDJH WKHLU ¢(¢QDQFHV ZLVHO\rightQaad Wefar@ ¢ Bhig@nt\Bokér« antl Bnsuring

overcome challenges.

OnJuly 14, 2024, Executive Director Vinluan attended
the culmination program for the Capacity Building
and Skill Enhancement initiative for approximately
115 Philippine migrant workers in Malaysia. This

their successful reintegration into Philippine society.

In conclusion, these efforts illustrate the importance
of cooperation and collaboration in addressing the
challenges faced by migrant workers. By working
together, ASEANAPOL, the Philippine Embassy,

KXPDQ WUDI{FNLQ.

program, led by the Philippine Embassy’s Migrant and other stakeholders can create a supportive
'RUNHUV 21¢,FH 0:2 DQG WKH 2ehiohidntl/ thaR datl ey combats transnational
Welfare Administration (OWWA), aims to equip crimes but also empowers migrant workers to
migrant workers with essential skills and training to achieve economic stability and success. Join us in
DFKLHYH HFRQRPLF VHO!I VXI¢ FLe® EomXiSriRiQ tdkdapy this @24ichlsaty Bnd foster
the Philippines. Spearheaded by Labor Attaché Il Ms. a brighter future for all. Together, we can make a
7THUHVD /RXUGHV / 3LPHQWHO DQi@ererc®.IDUH 21¢(FHU 0V

Rosanna G. Siray, the program focuses on business

WUDLQLQJ DQG ¢(¢QDQFLDO HGXFDWLRQ WR KHOS SDUWLFLSDQWYV
create sustainable sources of income through

entrepreneurship and investments.
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ASEANAPOL SECRETARIAT EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR LEADS COURTESY CALLS TO

DIRECTORSOF 32 () A A D A

By: Executive Director David Martinez Vinluan

On January 10, 2024, ASEANAPOL
Executive Director David Martinez
Vinluan, alongside outgoing Executive
Director BGen Zaw Lin Tun, paid a
courtesy call to Tan Sri Razarudin bin
Husain, Inspector General of the Royal
Malaysia Police (IGP RMP). The
meeting focused on strengthening
collaborative efforts and enhancing
cooperation on critical security issues
such as transnational crime, terrorism,
and cybercrime. They discussed the
importance of facilitating information
exchange among ASEAN police forces
to tackle these challenges effectively.
Future projects were outlined to ensure
active participation from the Royal
Malaysia Police, with Tan Sri Razarudin
stressing the need for regular meetings
with relevant RMP Directorates to
reinforce ASEANAPOL’s effectiveness
and foster stronger regional
cooperation.

. : On February 2, 2024, Executive
Director Vinluan led a meeting with
SAC Dato Pahlawan Supramaniam
Ramasamy, Director of the International
Relation Unit of the Royal Malaysia
. Police (RMP), to discuss the upcoming
: TRIPOD 2 project. Funded by the US
. @ State Department, this project aims to
: combat wildlife trafficking in Malays ia,
Thailand, Vietnam, and Lao PDR, with
ASEANAPOL coordinating the initiative.
" * The meeting included plans for a
round table on May 13, 2024, which
, will involve various agencies such as
the: Wildlife Crime Bureau, Royal
T Malaysian Customs, and Interpol NCB
Malaysia, to establish a regional

counter-wildlife trafficking netwark
and deepen cooperation between
ASEANAPOL and RMP. )

On February 28, 2024, Executive
Director Vinluan welcomed CP Dato’
Allaudeen bin Abdul Majid, Chief of

Police, Kuala Lumpur, to the
Secretariat. The visit focused on
ASEANAPOL'’s structure and
initiatives,  particularly  Cybercrime
Training. CP Dato’ Allaudeen
proposed improvements to the e-ADS
platform and emphasized the
importance  of collaboration to

position ASEANAPOL as a significant
regional force against Trafficking in

Persons. They discussel strategies to
enhance the effectiveness of the e-

ADS platform and the overall
coordination between member
countries to address this issue
comprehensively.

On April 26, 2024, Executive Director

Vinluan and his team met with
Assistant Director NCB/INTERPOL
Superintendent Saravanan

Kanniappan and DSP Mohd Zuhaili
bin Saleh to foster closer
collaboration between ASEANAPOL
and INTERPOL. The discussions
centered on enhancing regional
police cooperation and addressing
transnational crimes such as drug
trafficking, human trafficking,
terrorism, cybercrime, and organized
crime. They explored ways to.impreve
information sharing and - gapag@y
building to stregngthen- the Qygfall

response  to , thése* 'trans"natq"fa.l
o : o

threats. 0., e




On May 2, 2024, Executive Director Vinluan visited CP Dato’
Khaw Kok Chin,
Investigation Department at Bukit Aman, Kuala Lumpur. The

Director of the Narcotic Crimes
discussions focused on strategies to combat transnational
organized crimes and potential future collaborations. They
considered joint training programs and technology-driven
solutions to enhance regional law enforcement capabilities.

This meeting underscored ASEANAPOL'’s role in fostering
:.. , cooperation and providing the necessary tools and training
ol . to tackle the growing challenges of narcotic crimes.
3 .!’"‘-, &RQFOXVLRQ
"... ¢ .

.

) ‘ The Royal Malaysia Police (RMP), as the host country to the

ASEANAPOL Secretariat, plays a crucial role in fostering
regional security cooperation and enhancing collaborative

" efforts among ASEAN member countries. From January to

May 2024, numerous high-level meetings underscored the
importance of this partnership in addressing critical security
issues such as transnational crime, terrorism, and
cybercrime. The RMP's active participation has been
instrumental in advancing joint initiatives, facilitating the

exchange of information, and sharing best practices, which

are essential for effective law enforcement across the

ASEAN region.

Key takeaways include the emphasis on capacity-building

programs, such as Cybercrime Training and the TRIPOD 2
the
communication and cooperation. These efforts not only

project, and importance of maintaining regular
bolster the capabilities of regional law enforcement but also

contribute significantly to regional stability and security.

As Peter Drucker wisely stated, "The leaders who work most
effectively, it seems to me, never say 'l.' They don't think 'I.'
They think 'we’; they think 'team."™ This mindset has been
clearly demonstrated by the RMP's approach, fostering
teamwork and collective responsibility. Stephen Covey's
insight, "Interdependent people combine their own efforts

N\ . .
with the efforts of others to achieve their greatest sucéess, RS

reflects the essence of the cooperation seen in these
meetings.
together is a beginning, staying together is progress, and’

Furthermore,

working together is success," encapsulate the journey and.
achievements of this collaborative effort.

The partnership between ASEANAPOL and the RMP
exemplifies a proactive approach to tackling emerging

threats, ensuring that ASEANAPOL remains at the forefront of
regional and international law enforcement cooperation.
This collaboration not only reinforces existing relationships
but also paves the way for new initiatives, demonstrating a
mutual commitment to addressing security challenges and
promoting a secure and collaborative future for the ASEAN

region.

Henry Ford’s words, "Coming -

[N

\

‘ '
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ASEANAPOL SECRETARIAT EXECUTIVE DIR
TO STRENGTHEN COLLABOR

By Executive Director David Martinez Vinluan

7KH WUDGLWLRQ RI

FRXUWHV\ ©b Qv 3, V204, WiH \BahpkBik;] MEP  Suresh

WR RXU FRPPLWPHQW WR Pxwx3¥amaipsapipsp ohan ey iiok, under the
f Executive Director Vi

FXOWLYDWLRQ RI VWURQJ
3UHVLGHQW (PLOLR $JXLQDOGR

6LQFH -DQXDU\
Vinluan has served as the 8th Executive Director of the
ASEANPOL Secretariat in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
During his tenure, he has welcomed dignitaries
from various embassies, Dialogue Partners, and
Observers, who visited the Secretariat to introduce
themselves and express support for ASEANAPOL'’s
plans and programs. In early February, Vinluan
initiated the drafting of letters to ASEAN National
Police Chiefs, Ambassadors of embassies in Kuala
Lumpur, and Directors within the Royal Malaysia
Police (RMP), proposing courtesy call visits by the
ASEANAPOL Secretariat team. This practice follows
the tradition of the Philippine National Police, which

UHJXODUO\ FRQGXFWV VXFK YLVLWMD\A/éRFNDQlRKVPFDlQ%
DQG RUJDQL]JHG FULPH WKURXJK LF

stakeholders. This tradition, as highlighted by the

supervision o nluan, convened

SRV LWAL XK UNIFPDRM L RQY S YVSMURP WKH 5R\D(

Discussions  highlighted recent ASEANAPOL
activities, including Capacity Building Trainings

3ROLFH &RORRY% and thelaunch of ueyy sogd media platforms.

They also addressed RTP’s designation of focal
persons for ten Transnational Crime (TNC) thematic
areas and RTP’s commitment to hosting the 43rd
$6($1%$32/ &RQIHUHQFH LQ
importance of continued collaboration.

On May 6, 2024, Executive Director Vinluan, Senior Lt.
Colonel Nguyen Huu Ngoc, and Mr. Steve Galster of
Freeland visited Police Major General Tran Minh Tien
in Vietnam. They discussed enhancing cooperation
on transnational crimes, with DG OIPA instructing
further enhancement of facilitation, coordination,
and collaboration, particularly on issues like drug

¢UVW 3KLOLSSLQH 3UHVLGHQW (BhaongrmpuoxASEANpdice forcesSAHFW YV D

commitment to mutual respect and the cultivation of
strong, positive relationships.

Courtesy Calls to the Chiefs of ASEAN National
Police

On January 10, 2024, ASEANAPOL Executive
'LUHFWRU 'DYLG ODUWLQH]
Executive Director BGen Zaw Lin Tun paid a
FRXUWHV\
Inspector General of the Royal Malaysia Police (IGP
RMP). They discussed strengthening collaborative
efforts, enhancing cooperation on security issues
like transnational crime, terrorism, and cybercrime,
and facilitating information exchange among ASEAN
police forces. Future projects were outlined to ensure
active participation from the Royal Malaysia Police,

ZLWK 7DQ 6UL 5D]DUXGLQ HPSKDVL]LQJ WKH LPSRUWD

of regular meetings with relevant RMP Directorates
to reinforce ASEANAPOL's effectiveness.

On March 22, 2024, Executive Director Vinluan
and DSP Suresh Subramaniam met with Police
Inspector General Krishna Murti of the Indonesian
National Police (INP) in Jakarta. Executive Director
Vinluan shared updates on ASEANAPOL's activities
and upcoming initiatives to improve regional police
cooperation, seeking insights from the INP delegation,
including Police BGen Amur Chandra J.B., Secretary
of NCB Interpol Indonesia, to enhance Secretariat
operations and coordination.

9 L ORI

Finally, on May 31, 2024, Executive Director Vinluan,
accompanied by Police Lieutenant Colonel Luisito R.
Nevado and NUP Ruth Sison, visited Police General
Rommel Francisco D. Marbil at the PNP National
Headquarters in the Philippines. They congratulated
him on his appointment and discussed further

@Qantiqu i JRMigay transnational
FULPHV V

to deepening their partnership and maintaining open
lines of communication, with ASEANAPOL ready
to serve as a coordination and communication
mechanism for all PNP programs and projects.

Courtesy Calls to the Ambassadors of Embassies

in Kuala Lumpur and Their Representatives

FH

From January to April 2024, ASEANAPOL Executive
'LUHFWRU 'DYLG ODUWLQH]
numerous high-level meetings to strengthen
collaborative efforts and enhance global security
cooperation. These meetings focused on fostering
partnerships and addressing critical security issues
affecting ASEAN and the international community.

On January 30, 2024, the Secretariat welcomed
a visit from the Police Attaché of the Embassy of
Korea in Malaysia. The pivotal meeting addressed
F\EHUVHFXULW\
building, laying a strong foundation for future
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DIRECTOR LEADS COURTESY CALLS
XATION AND SECURITY

partnerships and demonstrating a mutual commitment
to tackling pressing transnational crimes.

On February 5, 2024, the Secretariat welcomed
a visit from the PNP Attaché from the Philippine
Embassy. Discussions reviewed collaborative efforts
and planned future strategies.

2Q JHEUXDU\
visited the Russian Federation Ambassador at his

WKH $6($1$32/L §HFUWRWD UDDPMG ODUWLQH] o)
HPSKDVL]HG VWUHQJWKHQLQJ FRO

On April 29, 2024, the ASEANAPOL Secretariat
visited the Turkish Ambassador. The discussions

HPSKDVL]I]HG LQWHUQDWLRQDO FRR!

WUDI¢(¢FNLQJ DQG F\EHUFULPH

UHL

QDWXUH RI WKHVH WKUHDWY DQG Wi

Conclusion

From January to May 2024, ASEANAPOL Executive

RI¢FH KLJKOLJKWLQJ WKH LP SR WhtanQrigdodperafion dhXdy SecurXySsSURa sWeh as

and exploring joint initiatives to combat transnational
RUJDQL]HG FULPH

On February 28, 2024, the Secretariat welcomed a
visit from the French Police Attaché from Singapore.

transnational crime, terrorism, and cybercrime. They
focused on facilitating the exchange of information
and best practices among police forces across
$6($1 PHPEHU FRXQWULHV DQG
initiatives like Capacity Building Trainings (CBTSs)

7KH GLVFXVVLRQV HPSKDVL]HG F Rrirl $¢isDol infred)a Rl@Qfovhs FoXraldeVEwareness

issues and the sharing of expertise to enhance
regional law enforcement capabilities.

On April 16, 2024, the ASEANAPOL Secretariat
visited the Canadian High Commissioner ably
represented by the Police Attaché. Key discussions
highlighted ASEANAPOL's structure and capacity-
building programs, resulting in commitments to future
training sessions and enhanced cooperation.

2Q $SULO
the Italian Ambassador. The meeting underscored
capacity-building programs and the commitment
to future collaborative efforts, particularly in areas
R
WUDI{FNLQJ DQG F\EHUFULPH
On April 18, 2024, the ASEANAPOL Secretariat
met with the Japanese Ambassador. The meeting
HPSKDVL]HG WKH LPSRUWDQFH

of ASEANAPOL.

The importance of maintaining open lines of
communication and regular engagements was
reinforced, with commitments from the Royal
Malaysia Police, Indonesian National Police, Royal
Thai Police, OIPA, and the Philippine National Police
to actively participate and contribute. This collective
effort aims to combat the most prevalent transnational
crimes impacting the region and the world, promoting

WKH $6($1$32/ 6H & tebue rid caladorative futnire g@obally.

Courtesy calls are more than just a formality; they
are a critical practice in fostering mutual respect and

VKDUHG FRQFHUQ VXFK DV G WbXldingvdtranbe pasitiv@ Jelatokghipbetween law

enforcement agencies across ASEAN and beyond.
These meetings provide an essential platform
for open communication, collaboration, and the
exchange of information and best practices. By
mRihtaihD LreyRay il maeEdibgiu® er@agements

LQLWLDWLYHVY WR DGGUHVV WH U thiRugh voRrte®y/£dIB, QSEANAPPU tah ldffe@@ig

cybercrime, reinforcing the need for a collaborative
approach and sharing of best practices.

On April 19, 2024, the ASEANAPOL Secretariat

coordinate efforts to combat transnational crime,
enhance regional security, and promote peace and
VWDELOLW\ 7KH WUDGLWLRQ RI
by President Emilio Aguinaldo, underscores our

9LQ

visited the British High Commissioner. Discussions commitment to working together to address the
KLIJKOLJKWHG WKH QHFHVVLW\ Rchalznge® ang kh@zatb & dffed Bu¢ covhRunities,
FRPEDW WHUURULVP RUJDQL]H Gerswihd®adsafér @rial rrore selouraJfuterél for all. As
through tailored training initiatives. URYHUEYV 1,9 UHPLQGV XV
iron, so one person sharpens another." This verse
On April 23, 2024, the ASEANAPOL Secretariat highlights the importance of mutual support and
visited the New Zealand Deputy High Commissioner. collaboration, which are the foundations of our
7KH GLVFXVVLRQ IRFXVHG RQ W Kddurksy calld dmivihe RrQoiRgl efiodsNd_sirergihen
LQWHOOLJHQFH DQG WKH ¢ JKWurgadri2isigpsg Wr the geaidy gdod. P H
highlighting the potential for technological
advancements to bolster law enforcement efforts
across the ASEAN region.
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COORDINATED RESPONSE TO BULLYING INCIDENT
INVOLVING INDIAN NATIONALS IN THE PHILIPPINES

By ASEANAPOL Secretariat
February 3, 2024

Station. Upon receiving the request, Paolice Colonel
Tafalla immediately dispatched police operatives to
investigate the incident. The victims had sustained
various physical injuries due to the bullying. The
SROLFH RI¢FHUV RQ WKH VFHQH SU
the victims, offering their full support and assistance

LQ ¢OLQJ WKH DSSURSULDWH FRF
suspects. This prompt intervention was crucial in
addressing the victims' needs and ensuring that
justice would be pursued.

The swift and coordinated action taken by the
$6($1$32/ 6HFUHWDULDW H[HPSOLy¢
vision, andthe practicalimplementation of agreements
signed by the Chiefs of the ASEAN National Police

On February 3, 2024, ASEANAPOL Secretariat

([HFXWLYH 'LUHFWRU 'DYLG ODUWLQH] 9LQOXDQ SURPSWO\
facilitated a request from the Royal Malaysia Police,

conveyed through Deputy Superintendent of Police

Suresh Subramaniam, to the Philippine National

Police (PNP) regarding an urgent matter involving

three Indian nationals. These individuals, medical

students at a prestigious medical school in Las Pifias,

Metro Manila, Philippines, were reportedly victims of

EXOO\LQJ E\ LGHQWL¢HG VXVSHFWYV

Upholding its commitment to regional cooperation
and swift action, the ASEANAPOL Secretariat
coordinated directly with Police Colonel Sandro
Jay Tafalla, Chief of Police of the Las Pifias Police

in their annual Joint Communiqués. This incident
underscores the importance of regional cooperation
in effectively addressing transnational issues and
protecting the rights and safety of individuals within
ASEAN member countries. By facilitating such rapid
responses and ensuring thorough investigations,
ASEANAPOL continues to strengthen its role as a
vital mechanism for maintaining security and justice
across the region.
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13+ edition (|||
ASEANAPOL SECRETARIAT AND IACP IMPACT
SECTION HOST INTERNATIONAL ONLINE MEETING
FOCUSED ON OFFICER WELLNESS AND
GLOBAL POLICING INITIATIVES

By ASEANAPOL Secretariat
July 24, 2024

On July 24, 2024, the ASEANAPOL Secretariat, in 21¢FHU :HOOQHVYV 7UDLQLQJ DQG 5H
partnership with the International Association of ,$&3 21¢FHU 6DIHW\ DQG :HOOQHVV ¢
Chiefs of Police (IACP) IMPACT Section, conducted Jeff Spivey, Section Chair

an online IACP IMPACT Section Quarterly ZOOM 0DQG\ 1LFH 6HFWLRQ %RDUG 2I¢FHI
OHHWLQJ 7KH ,$&3 DQ 2EVHUYHKUW RWBIVQLIDAWVLRQKIRLDFS RUJ WR
ASEANAPOL, hosted the event, which included wellness

presentations and networking opportunities under

the theme: "IACP International Endeavors plus The eventsaw active participation from approximately

2l¢ FHU :HOOQHVYVY 7UDLQLQJ D@30 Sttevideesy Andhvding 7rdépiesentatives from

event featured presentations conducted in English,
with simultaneous translation into spoken Spanish,
ensuring accessibility for a diverse audience.
The meeting featured the following distinguished
presenters:

IACP International Endeavours
Liam Price.

IACP International Vice President
KWWSV

30 X 30 Initiative - Advancing Women in Policing
Globally.

Maureen "Mo" McGough

KWWSYV [ LQLWLDWLYH RUJ
IMPACT Section Women Peace and Security (WPS)
Committee

ASEANAPOL member countries and various
international partners such as the USA, Canada, UAE,
Kosovo, Mexico, and others. This diverse attendance
underscored the global interest in and commitment

WR HQKDQFLQJ SROLFLQJ SUDFWLFF

The online meeting provided a valuable platform
for exchanging knowledge, sharing best practices,
and fostering international collaboration. It also
strengthened the ties between ASEANAPOL and the

ZZZ WKHLDFS RUJ H[HF XMQPYpaviBgRIE: Way for fuluRe Goberative efforts to

address common challenges in law enforcement.

The ASEANAPOL Secretariat expresses its gratitude
to all participants and presenters for their contributions
to the success of this event. We look forward to
continued collaboration and shared progress in our
collective mission to improve policing and ensure the
VDIHW\ DQG ZHOOQHVV RI
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ASEANAPOL EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SPEAKS AT
76 ™ UN PEACEKEEPERS DAY IN THE PHILIPPINES
POLICE COLONEL DAVID MARTINEZ VINLUAN:

A JOURNEY OF SERVICE

By ASEANAPOL Secretariat
May 29, 2024

On May 29, 2024,
the Philippines
commemorated the

™ International Day
of United Nations
Peacekeepers with
the theme “Fit for
the Future: Building
Better Together.” The
event featured David
ODUWLQH]
Executive  Director
of the ASEANAPOL
Secretariat, as a
keynote speaker.
He addressed the
critical relevance
of international
peacekeeping
in today's
interconnected and
rapidly evolving
world.

Police Colonel David
ODUWLQH]
a veteran of
Peacekeeping, has
had an illustrious
career serving under
WKH 81 ADJ
roles have included
UNCIVPOL inKosovo
(UNMIK) from 2005
to 2006, UNPOL in
Haiti  (MINUSTAH)
IURP WR

UN

,Q WRGD\V HUD RI JOREDOL]JDWLRQ
and rapid technological advancement, international
SHDFHNHHSLQJ LV PRUH FUXFLDO
now often transcend national borders, and instability

in one region can ripple across the globe. As such,
peacekeeping efforts must extend beyond traditional
boundaries to effectively address these complex
challenges.

Guiding Principles of Peacekeeping: Peacekeeping

9isucKdpe@ in the principles outlined in the UN

&KDUWHU &KDSWHU 9, 3DFL¢F 6HW
HPSKDVL]HVY GLSORPDF\ DQG SHD
methods such as negotiation and mediation. Chapter
VII, "Action with Respect to Threats to the Peace,
Breaches of the Peace, and Acts of Aggression,”
allows for the application of force to restore
international peace and security. Despite the absence
of the term "peacekeeping" in the UN Charter, the
concept evolved in the late 1940s and 1950s as ad
KRF LQWHUQDWLRQ@DO HIIRUWYV WR

JRU \HDUV 81 SHDFHNHHSHUV KDY
role in saving and changing lives in the world's most
fragile political and security environments. Since

9 193&) mbr&than two million uniformed and civilian

personnel have helped countries transition from war
WR SHDFH 7RGD\ RYHU SHDFHI
11 missions deployed in global hotspots.

In Bécémber 2002, the United Nations General
Assembly designated May 29 as the International
'D\ RI 81 BHDFHNHHSHUV FRPPHPRL
81 SHDFHNHHSLQJ RSHUDWLRQ DXW
in 1948. This year's program, hosted by the Philippine
National Police, was attended by representatives
from various government departments, veteran

DQG DV D 6HFRQGHG 3ROLFH 2UNpgédteke€perdVfrom trieRpalice-ahd military, and

Division, Department of Peace Operations at UNHQ
in New York, USA, from 2011 to 2015 and 2018 to
2020. Currently, he serves as the Executive Director
of the ASEAN National Police (ASEANAPOL), an
LOQWHU SROLFH RUJDQL]DWLRQ
2UJDQL]DWLRQV IURP -DQXDU\
31, 2025.

criminology students from Metro Manila.

Executive Director Vinluan, a seasoned UN Police
veteran, was one of four veteran resource speakers
db Fhie @ymp@stu$ 1He IReEeOtEH on “Relevance
of Intern&tiohal HPEdd¢EkEddibly in Today’'s Time,”
HPSKDVL]LQJ SHDFHNHHSLQJ V YLWI
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SROLFH RUJDQL]DWLRQV VXFK DV
VIQHUJL]LQJ HIIRUWY DJDLQVW LQ
emerging threats of transnational crimes, these
RUJDQL]DWLRQV FDQ DYRLG ZRUNLC
enhance their collective impact. Such collaboration
ensures a coordinated response to shared
challenges, leveraging the strengths and expertise

of both UN Peacekeeping and regional entities like
JOREDO VWDELOLW\ SUHYHQWLQSEAmMRRAHALFW DQG VXSSRUWLQJ

political transitions in fragile states. He shared

personal experiences from his UN missions, ByraisingawarenessaboutASEANAPOL sinitiatives,
underscoring the importance of peacekeeping in  vinluan aimed to foster greater public understanding
promoting peace and security. and support for its efforts. He stressed the need for
collective action and international cooperation in
Vinluan also introduced ASEANAPOL to the addressing transnational crime and highlighted the
DXGLHQFH KLJKOLJKWLQJ LWV ¥Pk@LOP QRODHLRUUBOULREWORQV OL|

ODZ HQIRUFHPHQW +H HPSKDV lglshfeting Stabilltyahd se¥urity across the region and
vision of fostering a safer ASEAN community through beyond.

enhanced cooperation among member countries.
He discussed ASEANAPOL's mission to combat The relevance of international peacekeeping today
WUDQVQDWLRQDO FULPHV OLNH  caknoPhe QuelWiktdd! dthda@s) an fndishensable
smuggling, cybercrime, and terrorism, which pose too| for promoting peace, stability, and prosperity
VLIQL,FDQW WKUHDWYV WR UHJL RQBrGnckeesfAgly @dmBlExQuorid! RS We ke Ghe
security. FKDOOHQJHV RI WKH VW FHQWXU\
commitment to international peacekeeping and strive
Vinluan highlighted  the necessity for UN together to build a more peaceful and secure future
Peacekeeping to work in partnership with regional for g]I.
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FOSTERING EXCELLENCE IN PUBLIC SAFETY:
ASEANAPOL SECRETARIAT'S ENGAGEMENT WITH
PHILIPPINE NATIONAL POLICE

By ASEANAPOL Secretariat

In the realm of public safety and law enforcement,
collaboration and continuous training are paramount.
The ASEANAPOL Secretariat, under the leadership of
([HFEXWLYH
at the forefront of fostering such initiatives. Recent
engagements with the Philippine National Police (PNP)
through the Philippine Public Safety College (PPSC)
have highlighted the importance of Foreign Academic
Study tours in enhancing the skills and perspectives

'LUHFWRU 'DYLG ODUW Lth@ehit}. 9LQOXDQ

work. These interactions are crucial for understanding

the intricacies of regional security and developing
effective, adaptable strategies to address evolving
KDV EHHQ

Welcoming Future Law Enforcement Executives

On February 5, 2024, the ASEANAPOL Secretariat, led
E\ (([HFXWLYH 'LUHFWRU 3ROLFH &RO

Rl IXWXUH ODZ HQIRUFHPHQW RISEIQWX DD ® QIR YMXEGRHIAWHG E\ 6HFUH

executives.

Welcoming Public Administration

Practitioners

Safety

On July 18, 2024, ASEANAPOL Executive Director
'‘DYLG ODUWLQH] 9LQOXDQ
6WDII
Philippine Public Safety College’s (PPSC) Master in
Public Safety Administration (MPSA) program to the
ASEANAPOL SecretariatHeadquartersin Kuala Lumpur.
The delegation, led by Dr. Ma. Mirasol R. Uy, Chief of the
Faculty Development Division, and supervised by Police
Brigadier General (Ret.) Ferdinando G. Sevilla and Mr.
Ranny D. Magno, participated in the International Study
Tour titled "Foreign Academic Study (FASt)."

The MPSA program at PPSC is meticulously designed
to tackle the complex and evolving challenges of public
safety and security. The diverse cohort includes senior

H[HEXWLYHV DQG FRPPLVVLRQHG plandigyl Rabd Rehgdfdtip VdevdloRment,

various sectors, enriching the learning environment
and fostering a multifaceted approach to public safety
and governance. Executive Director Vinluan, in close
coordination with Dr. Ma. Mirasol R. Uy, facilitated the
visit's coordination with several key institutions, including
the INTERPOL IGCI, Singapore Police Force Anti-
Scam Command, Philippine Embassy in Singapore,
Nanyang Technological University in Singapore, Royal
Malaysia Police College in Kuala Lumpur, ASEANAPOL
Secretariat, and the Philippine Embassy in Kuala
Lumpur.

During their visit, the MPSA students engaged in

warmly welcomed 10 police students from the Public

6DIHW\ 21¢FHUV 6HQLRU ([HFXWLYH
at the National Police College in Zamboanga City,
Philippines. Guided by Police Lieutenant Colonel
Benigno Balisi Jr., the educational tour aimed to cultivate
the participants' competence and character, preparing

V X S S fheémtorhssunte \corbrmbiRdUald thria-1éveDCdmmissioned
26 FHUV ZDUPO\ ZHOFRPHG 2I;MWWXGHDWUYDNWRP WKWKH $6($1$32/ ¢

RQFH DJDLQ RSHQHG LWV GRRUV WR
the PNP enrolled in PSOSEC at the PPSC, led by Dr.
Jinnifer D. Arroyo, MPSA, Learning Manager of the
Davao Campus.

7KH 3XEOLF 6DIHW\ 2I¢FHUV 6HQLRU
(PSOSEC) is an essential, intensive eight-month
program designed to enhance the knowledge and
VNLOOV RI VHQLRU XQLIRUPHG RI¢FHL
MDLO EXUHDXV DW WKH UDQN RI 3RO
Superintendent. The course covers advanced law
enforcement techniques, crisis management, strategic
preparing
SDUWLFLSDQWYV IRU VHQLRU FRPPDQ
ethics, responsibility, and accountability, PSOSEC
HTXLSV RI¢FHUV WR WDNH RQ NH\ S
RU VHQLRU VXSSRUW VWDII ZLWKLQ
program also fosters networking and collaboration

among public safety professionals, promoting the
exchange of best practices and innovative solutions to
enhance public safety and security.

"HOFRPLQJ OLG /HYHO 2I1¢(FHUV

On March 2, 2024, ASEANAPOL Executive Director
'DYLG ODUWLQH] 9LQOXDQ VXSSRUWEF

FRPSUHKHQVLYH GLVFXVVLRQV ZLWK;$FHBYSKXKRVRVHEBELD ABKLOLSSLQH 1DW

on policy development, strategic planning, and best
practices in public safety. The itinerary included
presentations on ASEANAPOL's initiatives, highlighting
WKHLU HIIRUWY LQ FRPEDWLQJ
enforcement, and cybercrime. The students also toured
various law enforcement facilities, gaining valuable
insights into the operational aspects of ASEANAPOL’s

SDUWLFLSDWLQJ LQ WKH 3XEOLF 6D
Course (PSOAC). Led by Dr. Alvin Q. Romualdo, MPSA
Learning Manager-Davao Campus, this intensive
oxrogh vddlarh, Rildd. @J pre@aeX tiddle-level
XQLIRUPHG RI¢FHUV IRU SURPRWLRQ
PSOAC curriculum includes interactive workshops and
seminars on critical topics such as crisis management,



cybersecurity, and community policing. These
sessions are designed to enhance strategic thinking
DQG OHDGHUVKLS VNLOOV
contemporary security threats effectively.

The educational tour incorporated a holistic
approach, offering global perspectives, cultural
exposure, networking opportunities, and personal

growth experiences. Participants engaged in cultural
immersion activities to appreciate the diverse cultural
landscape within the ASEAN region, fostering empathy
and understanding in multicultural environments. The

SURJUDP DOVR HPSKDVL]HG WKH LHA:R thdedoddeel RatuH of Z Resdl Lrgeatings

and collaboration, providing opportunities to connect

and problem-solving skills, essential for innovative
policing. Career advancement is further bolstered as

H T X L Biem&idnalRaxp&ridndd/ is Wighly WaluEN 6y HBureau

Executives, inspiring creativity through diverse cultural
expressions and innovative problem-solving. Team-
building experiences strengthen collaboration and
FDPDUDGHULH UHAHFWLQJ $6($1%$32/
Crimes, Love Humanity and Help Delinquents." Overall,

such tours blend academic enrichment, personal
development, and cultural understanding, equipping
participants with lifelong skills and insights.

is

SDUWLFXODUO\ VLIJQL,{FDQW IRVWHU

ZLWK SHHUV VHQLRU RI{FHUV D Q Gnd KuBtOanfony Partidigants,[ Bsddutiail \or %ffective

blending strategic education with cultural and personal
GHYHORSPHQW 362%& SUHSDUHYV
higher responsibilities and lead their teams effectively,
aligning with ASEANAPOL's commitment to continuous
learning and regional collaboration.

Conclusion

Participating in overseas educational tours provides
a multifaceted learning experience that transcends
traditional classroom settings, perfectly aligning with
ASEANAPOL's mission, vision, and motto. Exposure to
different countries and cultures broadens worldviews,
fosters cultural sensitivity, and enhances language skills,
resonating with ASEANAPOL's mission to "Prevent and
Combat Transnational Crime through a greater nexus
and creative policing collaboration." Visits to historical
sites and diverse teaching methods deepen academic
understanding, while networking opportunities with
international peers and professionals build valuable
global connections. These experiences promote
personal growth, developing self-reliance, adaptability,

collaboration. In-person meetings enable clearer
AFRREPHOQVFIAWRLRYVORHORZLQJ IRU
misunderstandings and more dynamic discussions,
embodying ASEANAPOL's vision, "Together We Keep
This Region Safe." They also provide an opportunity to
address sensitive issues that may be more challenging
to resolve remotely, ensuring thorough and productive
collaborative efforts. Looking to the future, initiatives
like these are vital for the continued success and
evolution of law enforcement in ASEAN member
states. By embracing opportunities for collaboration,
WUDLQLQJ DQG FXOWXUDO H[FKDQJH
approach to public safety and security can be built.

The ASEANAPOL Secretariat's commitment to these
programs is a testament to the power of education and
cooperation in overcoming the challenges posed by
transnational crime. We encourage all law enforcement
SURIHVVLRQDOV WR VHL]JH WKHVH RS
and development, creating a safer, more secure
ASEAN region and fostering a legacy of excellence and
collaboration for generations to come.

LPPI
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By Myanmar Police Force

The peril of narcotic drugs is a serious problem
threatening the entire human race affecting regional
security, economic development and socio-economic
sectors. Successive governments of Myanmar have
put a special emphasis on the eradication of narcotic
drugs as a national duty by adopting strategic and
operational plans. In addition, a total of 39 special
operations were conducted from 2013 to 2023, aimed
at effectively implementing drug control measures.

lastyear, 6,539 were drug-related offences accounting

for nearly 90 percent of the total cases. The Myanmar
3ROLFH )RUFH KDG VHL]HG YDULRXYV
synthetic drugs as well as chemical substances and

other related items used in producing drugs worth
RYHU ELOOLRQ .\DWV RU PLOC
WKH DUUHVWYV RI VXVSHFWYV
females) in 2023.

7KH VHL]XUHY LQFOXGHG RYHU
over 253 million stimulant tablets, over 859 kg of
VWLPXODQW SRZGHU RYHU WR
Meth), over 4 tons of Ketamine, over 296 kg of Happy
:DWHU 5HJDUGLQJ WKH VHL]XUH F
precursor chemicals in 2023, the Myanmar Police
JRUFH FRQ¢VFDWHG WASHV RI FR
chemicals including over 25 tons of caffeine, 80,000
Pseudoephedrine tablets, over 69,000 litres of
OHWK\ODPLQH RYHU OLWUHYV
RYHU OLWUHV RI +\GURFKORUL
litres of Thionyl Chloride, over 162,000 litres of
Acetone, over 6.8 ton of Tartaric Acid, over 111,000
litres of Toluene, and over 1.1 ton of Sodium Cyanide.

,Q WHUPV RI QRQ FRQWUROOHG SUH
WKH 0\DQPDU 3ROLFH )RUFH VHL]HG
RI OHWKDQRO RYHU OLWUHYV F
tons of Sodium Hydroxide, over 10 tons of Sodium
Ethoxide, over 5 tons of Sodium Carbonate, over
9.9 tons of Sodium Sulphate, over 12,000 litres of
Propionyl Chloride, over 46 ton of Phenol Crystal,
over 68,900 litres of Chloroform, over 48,000 litres of
%HQ]J]HQH RYHU WRQ RI %HQ]JHQH E
%HQ]\O &\DQLGH RYHU OLWUH
40,000 litres of Hydrogen Peroxide, over 235 ton of

&XUUHQWO\ LQ 2SHUDWLRQ LV

underway nationwide.

Regarding major transnational crimes in Myanmar,

LOOLFLW GUXJ WUDI¢{(FNLQJ VWDQGY RXW DV WKH PRVW VHULRXV

threat holding the largest number of cases in the

FRXQWU\ 2XW RI WUDQVQDWLRQDO FULPHVY UHSRUWHG
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6HL]XUH RI WRQV RI ,&(

Caustic Soda, including 53 other types of chemicals.

7KH GUXJ VHL]XUHV LQ WKH SDVW
armed groups in Myanmar are always behind every
drug-related case. AUNODC report in 2023 highlights
that the laboratories in Shan state that produce
Methamphetamine and other drugs are under the
control of non-state armed groups, including the
United Wa State Army (UWSA), the Myanmar National

FU\WDO P HDemocpatic \Allance Army (MNDAA), the National

Democratic Alliance Army (NDAA), and their allies

7KHVH VHL]XUHV ZHUH LQWHUGLF%FT%ZFE%%LBG%FBE\PEI&L%}J%%LIK\% éLRV\\/’VKHZVF

drug production sites and managed to prevent drug

SURGXFWLRQ IRU WUDI¢{¢FNLQJ W

BB WBREI PR MU b owon

'Q UHEHQW \HDUV 0\DQPDU KDV L&GeYRrfNsse g 9PURSubpw LR QY

against illicit drugs following careful assessment of

WKH GUXJ SURGXFWLRQ WUDGH DQG WUDI¢(¢FNLQJ URXWHY

Such effective anti-drug measures have prompted
crime groups to explore and use alternative channels

Rl WUDI¢{¢FNLQJ WR WUDQVSRUW LOOLFLW GUXJV HYHQ ZLWK WKH

extensive use of maritime routes.

On 5 February 2023, 2.1 tons of ICE (crystal meth)
worth Kyat 66.89 billion (US$ 22.15 million), destined
WR ODOD\WLD VHD WHUULWRU\

named Aung Pyae Sone-99 along with the arrests
RI ¢YH VXVSHFWV DW
India border Point (2). The illicit drugs were from Ann
township of Rakhine state to be delivered via maritime
route to the designated Malaysia sea territory point.

Likewise, on 30 October 2023, 2.6 tons of ICE (crystal
meth) worth kyats 104 billion (US$ 34.6 million),
GHVWLQHG
motorboat with the arrests of six suspects 21 miles to
the northeast of No. (1) Myanmar-India border point,

PLOHV WR WKH VRXWKZHVW R

Subsequent investigations led to the arrest of two
additional suspects on 15 November.

Seizure of 865 kg of ICE (crystal meth) in Seizure of 65 kg of ICE (crystal meth) in
Shwepyithar Township, Yangon Region Ywarngan Shan state

PLOHV QRUWKHDVW RI

IRU GHOLYHU\ WR 7K

ZHUH VHL]JHG RQ D YHVVHO

0\DQPDU

Seizure of 1,040 kg of ICE (crystal meth) and 800 kg of Caffeine in
Ywarngan Township, Shan state

For a distinct instance, from 3 to 9 December 2023,
2.1 tons of ICE (crystal meth) and 800 kg of caffeine,

P L W R YDOXH RI
P00 FEVR VA TE VRThe Lo o
with the arrests of many suspects of AA insurgents.
tw intercepted while
Ltté%sét%z%g t?gégomf%?cggjf rllﬁgth through the
sea route as per the instructions of Kyaw Myat Oo
(aka) Thar Thar (aka) Wai Thar Tun, a colonel rank
within the AA insurgent group.

The Myanmar Police Force is collaborating closely

with the Myanmar Army and the Customs Department

RQ WKH HOLPLQDWLRQ RI GUXJ WU
neighboring countries, nations within the Greater
Mekong Subregion and ASEAN member states,
DORQJ ZLWK UHJLRQDO DQG LQWHU
are jointly engaged in efforts to combat the drug trade.
%RUGHU /LDLVRQ 21¢FHV %/2V KDY
along the borders with Myanmar, Laos, Thailand and

China, facilitating real-time information exchange.
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Annotation: This article explores the characteristics Keywords: international cooperation, transnational
and priority areas of international cooperation in crime, law enforcement agencies, CIS member
FRPEDWLQJ WU DQVQDWLRQDO F#dtadHerrdidticyesdrimRe. ¢ FV R1 WKH
emergence and activities of international criminal
RUJDQL]DWLRQV DQG RWKHU IDFWRBQV Q@MAHRWDLW B WILRH SVRR/IHQMD VL
efforts against them. and this negative social phenomenon can only be
countered through international cooperation among
7KH RUJDQL]DWLRQDO DQG OHJD OntethBl Raflazr R hbNiesRadd FofhxrQailv Hefdré@ent
LQWHUQDWLRQDO FULPH LWV V XtEbdUEE O e intednidtiohal ovimudi.G W KH
UHVXOWYV RI WKHLU DFWLYLWLHY DUH H[DPLQHG 6LJQL¢{FDQW
attention is given to the efforts of law enforcement The current situation underscores the importance of
agencies of CIS member states in addressing such cooperation, particularly within the framework
WUDQVQDWLRQDO RUJDQL]JHG FUDbPHKIS member states, where counteracting



transnational crime encompasses a wide range of Accurately assessing the scale and damage caused

law enforcement activities. Russia also maintains by transnational crime is challenging, as statistical
SDUWQHUVKLSYV ZLWK RWKHU L QdataltchdvarywdeRe@dng orRie s6uize.]DWLRQV

such as the Association of Southeast Asian Nations,

in combating international terrorism and transnational The worldwide spread of the Internet has led to an

crime. Strengthening practical cooperation in these increase in cybercrime, which easily crosses state

areas among law enforcement agencies, research borders. Cybercrime trends include ransomware,
LQVWLWXWLRQV DQG VFLHQW.L ¢ ForlireQfisud UphithingDaimed. W laEde<Ring Eiséid’F W L )
Effective international cooperation among law FRQ¢:;GHQWLDO GDWD DQG ODXQGHI
enforcement agencies worldwide is essential for through electronic payment systems, which accounts
successfully countering transnational crime. for 2-5% of global GDP.

IXPHURXV LQWHUQDWLRQDO RTHE Ddath] highlightQ e @ldbx Qnatite) of the
various threats in different ways. For example, the cybercrime problem and the necessity for effective
Council of Interior Ministers of the CIS Member States countermeasures.

(SMVD) is supported by the Bureau for Coordination

Rl &RPEDWLQJ 2UJDQL]JHG &ULPH ID Quennray, Kirtiethdtdial) eboperdtdn among law
Types of Crime in the Territory of the CIS Member enforcement structures worldwide in combating

States (BKBOP). transnational crime should develop in the following
priority areas:

, Q %.%23 RUJDQL]HG FRPSUHKHQVLYH
FRRUGLQDWHG DQG RU MRLQW RSBxdliange Yéi Di@lgensd) HaridH Qrifgimdation
measures aimed at detecting and suppressing crimes on events, facts, and individuals related to
related to smuggling, narcotic drug sales, irregular transnational criminal activity,
PLJUDWLRQ LOOLFLW PDQXIDFW XU CondlubtiogGioit loperatibrs Ltd) detBct, Preveivt,
and other criminal offenses. These efforts resulted and solve transnational crimes,
in the detection of 100,193 crimes, the prosecution ¢ 3UHYHQWLQJ WKH (QDQFLQJ RI L
R LQGLYLGXDOV DQG WKH GirvMRIen@WOLQJ RI

RUJDQL]HG FULPLQDO JURXSV « +DUPRQL]LQJ QDWLRQDO OHJLVOL
ratifying bilateral and multilateral agreements on

One objective of the Eurasian international law countering transnational crime, and implementing
enforcement system for countering transnational them,

FULPH DV ZLWK DQ\ VXFK V\VWH Hraining ahdptdfesiqniall de@elopment of police
national legislation with international law in this personnel

sphere.

A comparative analysis of the criminal legislation
of CIS member states reveals differences in the
components of crimes, which can complicate criminal
prosecution and the search for offenders.

Legal analysis shows that transnational crimes are
socially dangerous (criminally punishable) acts
committed in more than one country.

Statistics indicate that 39% of crimes related to the

LOOLFLW PDQXIDFWXULQJ DQG WUDI{FENLQJ R!I DUPV RI
terrorist crimes, 25% of extremist crimes, and 32%

of crimes against public health and morality are

transnational.

INTERPOL plays a leading role in combating

international crime. It gathers and processes data

RQ WUDQVQDWLRQ@DO FULPH RUJDQI.JHY WKH VHDUFK IRU
criminals, and provides information on global criminal

trends.



ATVANGING GENEER-RESPOM
REGIGNMALLY IR¥

“Lea Biason has over 20 years experience on women, peace, security, violence
against women & girls, international policing and human rights including 15 years at

the UN managing global programmes & projects, coordination, strategy development

and elaboration and rollout of policies and tools. In June 2024, she established and
RUJDQLVHG WKH RI{FLDO ODXQFK RI WKH +LJK /HY 10 ,Q
1HWZRUN ZLWK 81 :RPHQ +HDGTXDUWHUV 86% LQ KIIU UF
Gender-Responsive Policing.”
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GOING FOR GOLD NEW ZEALAND AND L

WORK TO TAKE SHINE OFF GC

By New Zealand Police

[photo - GT main]

New Zealand Police and its partners at home and
overseas are working to tackle the drug trade and
enhance policing capacity in the Golden Triangle of
Southeast Asia.

Intelligence specialists from New Zealand Customs
and Police have delivered training to law enforcement
agencies from Thailand, Laos, Cambodia and
Vietnam, with support from the New Zealand
Embassy in Bangkok.

In a separate project, New Zealand Police has
delivered training in investigative interviewing to the
Royal Thai Police.

Both training programmes
are funded by New Zealand’s
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Global Security Fund.

The intel training — in year

two of a four-year project

— aims to build capacity

in intelligence gathering,

collation, dissemination and

sharing to help combat drug

SURGXFWLRQ DQG WUDI¢FNLQJ
the Golden Triangle.

Two New Zealand trainers —
one each from Customs and

Police - travelled to Thailand in May. The
week-long course was supported by the
7TKDLODQG 21¢FH RI
(ONCB), which hosted the training and
provided the facilities, other trainers and
facilitators.

For New Zealand Customs Counsellor
David Radovanovich and Superintendent
Karyn Malthus — Customs and Police

/ILDLVRQ 2I¢FHUV LQ 6RXWKHD

opportunity for the agencies to work together
on shared interests in the region.

“By providing training, Thailand and New

Zealand are helping support regional

initiatives to combat the impact of illicit
drugs in the immediate region and globally - including
controlled drugs destined for New Zealand,” says
David.

“It also strengthens our bilateral relations with
Cambodia, Laos, Vietham and Thailand and supports
New Zealand’s participation in ASEAN in relation to
our security goals.”

.DU\Q VD\V
transnational organised crime groups targeting New
Zealand.”

Mr. Thanakorn Khainan, Drug Prevention and

Suppression Advisor for the ONCB, says: “This
FRXUVH LV HVSHFLDOO\ XVHIXO

LQ

[INTEL Mekong]

Intelligence course participants on a visit to the Mekong River.

IDUFRWLF

837KLV LV D ZzD\ ZH FDQ W
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\L LAW ENFORCEMENT PARTNERS
OLDEN TRIANGLE CRIME

>,17(/ ¢HOG@ >,17(59,(: SUHS @
Field training for participants in the intelligence course. Investigative interview course participants prepare for a scenario exercise.

frontline, which can bring knowledge and various At the same time, authorities in Myanmar announced
experiences received from training and can be WKH VHL]XUH RI NJ RI FU\WWDO P
applied in actual missions. 1= PLOOLRQ

3'UXJ WUDI¢FNLQJ QHWZRUNYV D UThackimyGhe iNdt Qrug @rademiK bé&Qdld@d Triangle

their methods. Building relationships and networks represents a real and tangible contribution to

between agencies and between countries is an combating transnational security risks to New

LPSRUWDQW SDUW LQ KHOSLQJ FARHdE \Ahdvéisblrce WiXsdcidl babn pstithatedJto

trade.” cost New Zealand in the billions of dollars,” says
David.

The Golden Triangle of Thailand, Laos and Myanmar

is one of the world’s main illicit drug production and In the interview project, Police is working with the

WUDI¢(¢FNLQJ DUHDV ZLWK LOOLRdsttiaten fKrltke Bréverfiah oV ToMute ARH,Gn

from the region to Asia, Europe, the Americas and independent international organisation which works

Oceania. with governments, national human rights institutions
and civil society to prevent torture.

The relatively high price of methamphetamine in New

Zealand makes it an attractive target for transnational This includes introducing legislation, policy and

organised crime. practice to stem human right abuses at times of
apprehension and interview.
%HWZHHQ -DQXDU\ DQG 2FWREHU

1HZ =HDODQG &XVWRPV VHL]HGTWD ERXNQ Gom théJRolkal New Zealand Police

methamphetamine from Golden Triangle countries College travelled to Bangkok to run a training

and the wider Southeast Asia region. session with key trainers from the Royal Police
Cadet Academy, investigators from the Department

5HJLRQDO SROLFH KDYH DOVR K6 SpécihQ Ingdsiy@tidnsV Arie F piosstHtdts from

against groups involved in the drug trade. WKH 21¢FH RI WKH $WWRUQH\ *HQH
representative from the Royal Malaysian Police.

For example, in September 2023, Royal Thai Police

DQOQRXQFHG WKH VHL]XUH RI P Ré&WH Zad&nD QPolice’sP in@eStig®Rige interviewing

methamphetamine pills and other drugs worth around framework is known as PEACE, an acronym for

1= PLOOLRQ LQ RQH RI WKH QMXWLROHMWWDUHMVRN SOXQQLQJ DQG

hauls of the year. investigative interviews: Planning and preparation;
Engage and explain; Account, probing and challenge;
Closure; and Evaluation.
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>SKRWRV = ,17(/ JURXS DQG ,17(59,(: JURXS@
Group photos from the intelligence course, left, and the interviewing course.

Karyn says the objective is for the Royal Thai Police
cadet trainers, special investigators and prosecutors
to be inducted into investigative interviewing
technigues, then consider how they might incorporate
this training into their own training programmes.

“Its a way New Zealand Police can help Thai law

investigative interviewing techniques which can give
effect to these Principles and help prevent torture,”
says Nid.

The Royal Police Cadet Academy Commissioner,
Pol. Lt. Gen. Zenith Samransaruadkit says that
this training marks their third collaboration with the
Association for the Prevention of Torture (APT) in

HQIRUFHPHQW RI¢{FHUV JDWKH U plo@dtRghBbanrigRQbasttinFestip@tdh@ractices

and in a way which also promotes human rights,
dignity and respectful treatment of suspects,” she
says.

DQG WKH OHQGH] 3ULQFLSOHV

“I've received positive feedback from my staff,
expressing a strong desire to learn more about these

37KH 3($&( LQYHVWLJIDWLYH LQW HéghhigHes LfrQnd tReR IGekv Qebleing, ROliE® UThanks

any country to use as their interviewing model.”

Nid Satjipanon, Regional Project Manager for APT
in Southeast Asia, says it is established that human

to the impactful partnership between APT and New
=HDODQG 3ROLFH ,
able to apply this knowledge and share it with their
colleagues and students. Furthermore, | aspire to

ULJKWV DEXVHV FDQ RFFXU LQ WshblveateViNis iKiaKvd \at TheVASHANDI&VEl FhVilé

as a confession is sought from suspects.

“Thailand has introduced legislation
against torture and the APT has been
promoting the Principles on Effective
Interviewing for Investigations and
Information Gathering (also known as
WKH OpQGH] 3ULQFLSOHV
an alternative framework to interrogation
methods that rely on coercion to extract
confessions. While the Principles have
been endorsed at a high level, | am now
pleased that we have been able to bring
New Zealand Police and Royal Thai
Police together to study and learn about

The 2023 STIK course participants with Detective Inspector Paul Borrell at the Royal New Zealand

near future,” says Lt. Gen Zenith.

ZKLFK SURSRVH

[STIK group]

Police College.
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New Zealand Police’s support of regional policing
includes hosting participants in courses such as the
Indonesia National Police’s STIK Comparative Study
Course.

Late last to be

year 31 students studying

13" Edition

comparative course which aims to provide a New
Zealand Police lens and overview.

“One intent is that such an opportunity for future
leaders of the INP may generate an appetite for
embedding facets of our policing model that they

FRPPLVVLRQHG RI¢FHUV YLVLWH GongitkZtobel of @€y’ Gayd Fauk D U W

of the 11th annual STIK Course, the largest yet held.
The New Zealand International Security and Policing
component of the course is a joint venture supported
by New Zealand Police and Victoria University of
Wellington and sponsored - like the intelligence and
interviewing courses - by the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Trade.

“There are now approximately 300 alumni of this
course, many of whom now hold very senior positions
within INP across the entire Indonesian archipelago,”
says Detective Inspector Paul Borrell, Jakarta-based

He says the New Zealand element has become an
important strand of the STIK course, with a recent
request for even more students to attend in 2024.

His Excellency Jonathan Kings, New Zealand
Ambassador to Thailand, Laos and Cambodia — who
opened both the intel and interviewing courses - says
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade is pleased
to support countries in Southeast Asia by funding law
enforcement training.

3ROLFH /LDLVRQ 2I¢FHU DQG FRXEatH @ lourHgeWerRmukents recognises the harm

“This is worth celebrating as an indication of the
importance of our work in Southeast Asia, and the
growing importance of the region to New Zealand
Police and New Zealand as a whole.”

The students are undertaking a two-year course
at STIK, the INP Police Science College. They
are graduates from a four-year course at the
&RPPLVVLRQHG 21¢FHUV 3ROLFH
The New Zealand component is an annual

FDXVHG E\ GUXJ WUDI¢{(¢FNLQJ QRW R

communities who are targeted by transnational
organised criminals in Southeast Asia, but in those
countries whose communities are also harmed by
WKRVH WUDI¢{FNHUV ~ KH VD\V

“Enabling New Zealand law enforcement to train
with agencies across the region fosters enduring
relationships and ensures New Zealand’s priorities
&rB n@ekstbbd L Q 6HPDUDQJ

[STIK waka]

7KH 67,. FRXUVH LQFOXGHG DQ LOQWURGXFWLRQ WR 1HZ =HDODQG FXOWXUH

QHDU :HOOLQJWRQ

LQ WKLV FDVH



COMBATTING HUMAN TRAFF
ROLE OF NE

$662& 352) '5 $/, 6%$/B%d senior lecturer at the Department of Human
Development, Faculty of Language Studies and Human Development, Universiti Malaysia
Kelantan. Dr. Ali has conducted substantial research relating to New Media and Digital
,QFOXVLRQ DQG H[WHQVLYHO\ SXEOLVKHG LQ 6&2386 ,6, DQG :R6 N\
Chief Editor of Journal Insaniah. Email: ali.salman@umk.edu.my; asalmanphd@gmail.com

%DFNJURXQG DQG &RQFHSW R +tkieuyk crindriall m&and, ipcluding threats or use of

force, coercion, abduction, fraud, deception, abuse
+XPDQ WUDISFNLQJ LV D PXOWL Gf_fesitioné oREpWwed dr ViInérdbilityVIit LralatBs to
crime that deprives people of their humanrightsand DOO VWDJHV Rl WKH WUDI¢{¢FNLQJ ¢
freedoms, increases global healthrisks, fuelsgrowing transportation, transfer, harboring, or receipt of
QHWZRUNV RI RUJDQL]J]HG FULPH THUYRQQ VX\DWPIANLQHYMORW MXVW
of poverty and impede developmentin certainareas. DFURVV LQWHUQDWLRQDO ERUGHU\
7TKH LPSDFWV RI KXPDQ WUDI¢{FNISBIODHWHW WRYDQOWBWQRRQRO GRPHVWLF
Victims may suffer physical and emotional abuse, EHLQJV KWWS ZzZZ XQ RUJ
rape, threats against self and family, and even death.
The devastation extends beyond individual victims; 7$%/( ,GHQWL¢{FDWLRQ RI +XPDQ 7UDI¢
KXPDQ WUDI¢FNLQJ XQGHUP L QH VPWcKss, MekhB Buwdse) VDIHW\ DQG
security of all nations it touches.

Malaysia is a destination, and to a lesser extent, a

source and transit country for women and children

VXEMHFWHG WR KXPDQ WUDI¢{¢FNLQJ VSHFL¢{FDOO\ LQYROYLQJ

forced prostitution and forced labor. Most victims are

foreign workers who migrated willingly to Malaysia

from Indonesia, Nepal, India, Thailand, China,

the Philippines, Burma, Cambodia, Bangladesh,

Pakistan, and Vietnam in search of greater economic

opportunities. Some subsequently encountered

forced labor or debt bondage at the hands of their

employers, employment agents, or informal labor ,Q LGHQWLI\LQJ KXPDQ WUDI¢{FNLQ

recruiters. shows the process, means, and purpose of human

WUDI¢(FNLQJ 7KH SURFHVYVY EHJLQV Z

Several authors have noted the lack of a consistent extends to the harboring of victims. Various means,

WKHRUHWLFDO IUDPHZRUN IRU Dm0 frorthreats © dgagptiehDaverugadgoiforce

KXPDQ WUDI¢(¢FNLQJ ORWLYDWHGLEWIDPWWHRWAR OKDFND R WUDI¢FNLQ.

knowledge and indignation, many have focused includes prostitution, forced labor, and other forms

on describing the phenomenon, identifying the of exploitation.

players involved, the routes, the practices, the

consequences, and the mechanisms for combatting 7KH FULPH RI KXPDQ WUDI{FNLQJ DIl

it (Okolski, 2000D). country and has been associated with transnational

$Q DIJUHHG GH¢(QLWLRQ RI KXPDFWIWLIQPALRUIQREIPMVRQNV VPDOO F

XQGHU S$UWLFOH R1 WKH p3D O H WR®S3UoRUR PR laopr R WnipratioR Nedes)

in persons, which came into force on December 25, DQG JRYHUQPHQW FRUUXSWLRQ +L
7KLV LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\ DJURMGEEHQQ GWMLRG GRPXVM\KH WUDGH

on the exploitation of human beings — whether for children for prostitution or other immoral purposes.

sexual exploitation, forced labor, slavery, servitude, ORUH UHFHQWO\ WUDI¢{FNLQJ KDV EF

RU WKH UHPRYDO RI KXPDQ RUJDtQev typas Dof feroeL audr erFooesajon beyond



FICKING IN MALAYSIA:
-W MEDIA

$63 (1*.8 1858/ p$,1, (1*.8 0%/ (.
ASP for Plans and Programmes of ASEANAPOL Secretariat.

VH[XDO H[SORLWDWLRQ ,W KDV HEdcdWtr§i® $paréd; Wanen &nd dhilofent- &8 wellv

do not need to be transported across international or

as men, are targets. It is reported that 28 million

RWKHU ERXQGDULHYV IRU WUDI ¢ FiednQwWoleR, Hrid ¢hildrenQare in fakckdH labor.

international community developed and agreed to a

Approximately 63% of forced labor occurs in the

GH:;:QLWLRQ IRU WUDI,FNLQJ LQ pBiald édm@y, feXePabnd 236 billivv LS Qibllars

of the United Nations Protocol to Prevent, Suppress,
DQG 3XQLVK 7UDI¢{¢FNLQJ
Women and Children:

LQ LOOHJDO SUR¢WV DQQXDOO\ Ol

LQ 3KDVRQMW{LSHBFIMKBIOV2 )RUFHG /DE

In the era of digital technologies, new media such

TUDI¢FNLQJ LQ SHUVRQV VKD O GasRié Dn@riat kahtl $beldt thxdiaWe&nH@ Yowerful

transportation, transfer, harboring, or receipt of
persons, using threats or force or other forms of
coercion, abduction, fraud, deception, abuse of
power, or a position of vulnerability, or the giving
RU UHFHLYLQJ RI SD\PHQWV RU
consent of a person having control over another
person, for exploitation. Exploitation shall include,
at a minimum, the exploitation of the prostitution of
others or other forms of sexual exploitation, forced
labor or services, slavery or practices similar to
slavery, servitude, or the removal of organs" (Europol
2005).

The Role of New Media

The potential of new media, especially the internet,
as a medium for global activism was predicted
long ago. Many forms of activism, such as human
rights advocacy or protests on a global level, seem
impossible without the global communication and

coordination capabilities of the internet. Digital
communication channels such as email, lists,
RUJDQL]DWLRQ DQG FDPSDLJQ
smartphones, facilitate information exchange,

coordinate action, and establish electronic records
of common cause.

For several years, INTERPOL has closely observed
a growing crime phenomenon: large-scale human

WRROV WR (JKW DJDLQVW KXPDQ
awareness of this issue. The internet and social

media can serve as platforms for information
VKDULQJ IRU DQWL KXPDQ WUDI¢{FN
&f AQIH2O2M \thaté RveleFokad HildA inveket users
ZRUOGZLGH DPRXQWLQJ WR SH
SRSXODWLRQ 21 WKLV WRWDO |
of the world's population, were social media users
(Statista, 2024). The relative absence of racial,

ethnic, and religious discrimination in this vast online
community indicates the urgent need to leverage

this network for awareness campaigns aimed at
SUHYHQWLQJ KXPDQ WUDI¢{FNLQJ

The internet and social media are crucial in the anti-
KXPDQ WUDI¢(¢FNLQJ PRYHPHQW HQ
FDPSDLJQV DERXW KXPDQ WUDI¢F
PRYHPHQW LV <RXWK $JDLQVW +X
created in response to feedback from young people
aged 15-24 years who wanted to raise awareness
and take action against this illegal trade and terrible
violation of human rights. This program includes
RakeBaok, Vilnttér, abdWowTH® @cc@uhts to gather
SHRSOH WR FRPEDW KXPDQ WUDI,
HQGKXPDQWUDI¢{FNLQJQRZ FRP $C
DNA technology, initially created by Microsoft
Research and further developed by Hany Farid,
helps the National Center for Missing and Exploited
&KLOGUHQ LQ $PHULFD ¢QG KLGGHC

WUDI¢(FNLQJ ZKHUH YLFWLPV DUHPDXBINGRWKRKRXOIXK VIHNKDMRHB[SORLYV

ads to online scam centers and forced to commit

microsoft.com).

F\EHU HQDEOHG ¢(¢QDQFLDO FULPH RQ DQ LQGXVWULDO VFDOH



New media is also a part of digital activism against petitions, and social media advocacy, activists
KXPDQ WUDI¢(FNLQJ LQFOXGLQJ RGORQHQAKNWQWHRRR/OLAMPONHUYV U
SHWLWLRQV UHODWHG WR KXPDQ MQUD DGFENRBDWHR (RULVWHRQ@DNU DQ
rank among the top causes on Change.org. and laws (Wilson et al., 2019).

Facebook, with 3.065 billion active users per

month, has become a hub for socially conscious

QHWZRUNLQJ ZLWK PDQ\ DQWL KXPDQ WUDI¢{FNLQJ 1*2V

creating Facebook groups or pages to expand

WKHLU DXGLHQFH 7ZLWWHU DOVR SOD\V D VLIJQL¢FDQW UROH
KRVWLQJ LQAXHQWLDO LQGLYLGXDOV DQG RUJDQL]DWLRQV
IRFXVHG RQ KXPDQ WUDI¢FNLQJ VXFK DV WKH 3RODULYV

Project, the CNN Freedom Project, Not for Sale, and

the Freedom Youth Center.

Four Ways New Media Help Combat Human
7TUDI¢FENLQJ

1. Online Awareness Campaigns: New media
platforms, including social media and
websites, are vital for raising awareness about
KXPDQ WUDI¢{FNLQJ 6PLWK -RKQVRQ
2UJDQL]DWLRQV DQG DFWLYLVWYV XVH WKHVH SODWIRUPV
to disseminate information, share stories, and
provide resources to educate the public about
WKH VLIQV Rl WUDI¢(¢FNLQJ DQG KRZ WR UHSRUW LW
(Brown, 2019). Conclusion

2. Digital Support Networks for Survivors: Online
platforms offer support networks and resources ORVW YLFWLPV RI KXPDQ WUDI¢{FNL
IRU VXUYLYRUV RI KXPDQ W WBsperatd ltQQchandd thdirLIDesHMalaysia is one
al.,, 2022). These platforms, such as online RI WKH PDLQ GHVWLQDWLRQV RI
IRUXPV DQG VXUYLYRU OHG RManp @fiojtd Wé Beply medie) ByYtheGddvernment
a safe space for survivors to connect, share to address this issue. In Malaysia, the 3rd National
experiences, and access assistance on their $FWLRQ 30DQ RQ $QWL 7UDI¢FNLQJ L
journey to recovery and empowerment (Nguyen (NAPTIP 3.0) was strengthened with inputs from
& Patel, 2020). various stakeholders, including Non-Governmental

3. Crowdsourcing Data for Prevention and Organisations (NGOs), Civil Society Organisations
Intervention: New media technologies enable (CSOs), and International Organisations (l1Os),
the collection and analysis of data related to aligning with the Government’s whole-of-nation
KXPDQ WUDI{FNLQJ WUHQGYV DS BRWMKH WR/ +RQWHIMVQJ KXPDQ WU
Lee, 2018). Through online platforms and mobile 2021). In addition to government efforts, new media
apps, individuals can report suspicious activites, FDQ SOD\ D FUXFLDO UROH LQ FXUEL!
share information, and coordinate rescue WKLV HUD RI JOREDOL]DWLRQ DQG L
efforts, leading to more effective prevention and accessing and disseminating new information
intervention strategies (Chen & Wang, 2021). has become easier. New media should be used

4, 'LIJLWDO $GYRFDF\ DQG 3ROLF\to @Alighte@ Fre philBi, ReBd@¢idlly the younger
JURXSY OHYHUDJH QHZ PHGL Dg#ddRatPiR Eth Odrduénty ¥Go&&néNY in  human
IRU DQWL WUDI{FNLQJ LQLWLDMWULYHWNIZRQUOBEWLYDWWHQH ]
2020). Through digital campaigns, online
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Introduction:

The Use of Force Continuum (UFC) is a fundamental guideline in law enforcement, designed to
ensure that officers apply force proportionately to the level of threat or resistance they
encounter. Despite its importance, the current framework used by the Philippine National Police
(PNP) primarily relies on the 2013 Operational Procedures (POP) Manual and the Human Rights-
Based Policing Guidebook, which outline only Non-Lethal and Lethal force options. The absence
of an intermediate, less lethal alternative in these documents increases the risk of unnecessary
escalation to lethal force, leading to potential public scrutiny and legal consequences. To
address these concerns and support the PNP's goal of becoming a highly capable and credible
police service by 2030, it is crucial to revise the Use of Force policy to include a comprehensive
framework that incorporates intermediate options, ensuring officers are better equipped to
manage high-pressure situations while adhering to human rights standards.




>>>

Figure 1. PNP P.A.T.R.O.L. (Peace and Order
Agenda for Transformation and Upholding of the
Rule of Law) Plan 2030 or PNP Roadmap 2023

7KH JDS RI WKH 6 W X Gl

The gap in the PNP’s current Use of Force policy, which lacks
intermediate, less lethal options like pepper sprays and Tasers, limits
officers’ ability to respond proportionately to threats, increasing the
risk of unnecessary escalation to lethal force. This deficiency not
only heightens the potential for excessive force incidents but also
undermines the PNP's credibility and effectiveness, especially when
compared to international standards. Addressing this gap by revising
the policy to include a broader range of non-lethal tools is essential
for enhancing the PNP’s operational capabilities, reducing the
likelihood of public and legal scrutiny, and aligning with the PNP's
goal of becoming a highly capable and credible police service by
2030.

Findings, Conclusions and Recommendations of the APP:

The study highlighted the critical need for the PNP to establish a
comprehensive framework that integrates the use of force into a
continuum. It was found that the 2013 POP, while providing essential
guidance, did not include a clear use of force continuum, leaving
officers unfamiliar with this concept and its importance. Although
non-lethal methods were employed, there was a disconnect with
international standards, and the less lethal approach was
underutilized due to a lack of necessary tools. The existing two-
option policy on force use proved inadequate, complicating decisions
on appropriate responses and failing to prepare officers through
training. The study strongly recommended that the PNP develop a
use of force continuum framework that clearly delineates non-lethal,
less lethal, and lethal options, aligned with international standards.
This framework should be supported by updated policies, prioritized
funding for necessary tools, and enhanced collaboration in training
development to ensure the continuum is fully integrated into police
operations, thereby improving effectiveness, accountability, and
human rights compliance.

REVISED PNF
OPERATIONA
PLAN PUBLIS
IN 2021

The authors' APP was accepted
by the PNP and incorporated into
the latest iteration of the POP
published in 2021. The Use of
Force Continuum, is operationally
defined, as a linear-progressive
decision-making framework that
guides police officers in applying
necessary and reasonable force in
response to the level of resistance
or threat posed by suspects. This
approach allows for flexible
responses, enabling officers to
choose sequential, consecutive,
or combined options as needed. It
emphasizes the importance of
maintaining professionalism, using
respectful language, upholding
proper decorum, and prioritizing
respect for human rights in all
interactions.



Application of Necessary and Reasonable Force

,Q WKH ODZIXO H[HFXWLRQ RI &XW\ D SROLFH RIILFHU L
DXWKRUL]J]HG WR XVH QHFHVVDU\ DQG UHDVRQDEOH IRUFH WR
HQIRUFH WKH ODZ DQG PDLQWDDR®VV¥HDFH 7KH RIILFHU LV
UHTXLUHG WR HQVXUH D IDLU DWGBXJIJOH ZLWK RIITHQGHUYV
WKH IRUFH DSSOLHG GHSHQGV RQ IDFWRUV VXFK DV WKH
QXPEHU RI DJJUHVVRUV ZHDSRQW XVHG DQG WKH VSHFLIL
FLUFXPVWDQFHY RI WKH VLWXDWKIR Q 21ILFHUV KDY
GLVFUHWLRQ WR DVVHVV WKHVHDYDFWRUV I:»§ DSSO\ IRUFH
QHHGHG ,Q FRQIURQWDWLRQV ZLYWK DUPHG RIIHQGHUV RQO
WKH IRUFH QHFHVVDU\ WR RYHURRPH WKH WKUHDW RU MXVWL
VHOIl GHIHQVH LV DOORZHG DQG H[FHVVLYH IRUFH LV
SURKLELWHG

Figure 2. The Use of Force Continuum

PARTS OF THE USE OF THE FORCE CONTINUUM

1. De-escalation of Responses (Side Pillars)

"KHQHYHU VXVSHFWYVY RU ODZ RII
FRRSHUDWH RU VXUUHQGHU WR S
WKH RIILFHU PXVW SURPSWO\ G
DSSURSULDWH OHYHO RI IRUFH +
VKRXOG UHPDLQ YLJLODQW DQG S
WKH UHVSRQVH LI WKH VLWXDWLF
RQ WKH FLUFXPVWDQWHD ® V& LBHRDA

Figure 3. The Use of Force Continuum - Side Pillars

2. Non-Lethal Approach

7KLWSSURDFK LQYROYHV PDLQWDLQLQJ D VWURQJ
SROLFH SUHVHQFH LQ FULPH SURQH DUHDV DQG XVLQJ
YDULRXV VWUDWHJILHV WR HQFRXUDJH RU UHTXHVW
FRPSOLDQFH IURP LQGLYLGXDOV SDUWLFXODUO\ VXVSHFWYV
DQG RIIHQGHUV ZLWK SROLFH LQVWUXFWLRQV DQG FRQWURO
HITRUWY 7KHVH VWUDWHJLHV LQFOXGH WKH RIILFHUjV
SUHVHQFH YHUEDO FRPPDQGV SK\WLFDO FRQWURO
XVLQJ VRIW KDQG WHFKQLTXHV DQG ZKHQ QHFHVVDU\
SK\WVLFDO FRQWURO X\VFIKRLEKPWG KDQG W

Figure 4. The Use of Force Continuum - Non-Lethal Approach

3. Less Lethal Approach

7KLY DSSURDFK LQYROYHV WKH
HTXLSPHQW GHVLJQHG WR PLQLPL]
LOMXU\ RU GHDWK DSSOLHG ZK
PHDVXUHYVY KDYH EHHQ DWWHPS\
LODGHTXDWH IRU HQVXULQJ FRRSH
VXUUHQGHU %HIRUH GHSOR\LQJ O
RITLFHUV PXVW FRQVLGHU WKH RII
DQG KHDOWK FRQGLWLRQ WR

Figure 5. The Use of Force Continuum - Les-Lethal Approach



4.Lethal Approach

This approach involves the use of lethal force,

typically as a last resort. Lethal force

employed only when all other methods have

been exhausted and proven ineffective
neutralizing the life-threatening actions

threats posed by an armed suspect or offender.

Given its potential to cause severe injury,

serious bodily harm, or death, this approach

carries a heightened level of responsibility.
Figure 6. The Use of Force Continuum - Lethal Approach

Conclusion

The Revised POP in 2021, which incorporates the Use of Force Continuum, marks a significant step
forward in guiding police officers on the application of necessary and reasonable force. This
continuum, designed as a linear-progressive decision-making framework, equips officers with a
structured approach to respond proportionately to the level of resistance or threat posed by suspects.
By allowing for flexible responses—whether sequential, consecutive, or combined—the framework
ensures that officers can adapt their actions to the dynamics of each situation while maintaining
professionalism, respecting human rights, and adhering to legal standards.

The emphasis on de-escalation when suspects comply or surrender reflects the importance of
minimizing harm whenever possible. At the same time, the framework acknowledges the need for
vigilance and readiness to escalate force if circumstances demand it. The inclusion of non-lethal and
less lethal approaches further underscores the PNP's commitment to using force judiciously, ensuring
that the least amount of force necessary is employed. Additionally, careful consideration of factors
such as the suspect’'s age, gender, and health condition before deploying less lethal tools
demonstrates the PNP's dedication to humane and ethical policing.

Ultimately, the lethal approach, reserved as a last resort, emphasizes the significant responsibility
associated with its use. By integrating these approaches into a comprehensive Use of Force
Continuum, the PNP not only equips its officers with the necessary guidance and tools to enforce the
law effectively and maintain public safety but also aligns its practices with the road map's goal to
"improve community safety awareness through community-oriented and human-rights based policing."
This holistic approach ensures that the PNP moves closer to realizing its vision of a police service
that is both capable and committed to the protection of human rights and community well-being.
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Diraja Malaysia)

STRENG THENING ASEAN'S SECURITY

WITH POLICE VOLUNTEER OFFICERS

Introduction the UK and US in an international security operation

highlights their professionalism and commitment,
The recent 2024 Paris Olympic and Paralympic setting a new standard for global law enforcement
*DPHY KLJKOLJKWHG WKH VLJGobperboR.Wrhe duddtiss dR thig thifjative presents
XQGHUDSSUHFLDWHG UROH RI YR tKgelihg HddseS RO IASEANRPOE Hrikxhber
in global security operations. The deployment of countries to consider adopting a similar strategy.
50 special constables from the United Kingdom This article explores the value of volunteer policing,
(National Police Chiefs' Council, 2024) and 32 reserve drawing insights from experiences, research, and
RI¢FHUV IURP WKH 8QLWHG 6W D \dhpafativie Studi€s By Gerevagh g Bd uhidue skills

Department (LAPD) (Jany, 2024) demonstrated the DQG GHGLFDWLRQ RI YROXQWHHU RI

critical role these volunteers can play in enhancing FDQ VLJQL;FDQWO\ HQKDQFH
safety measures and increasing the visibility of foster greater cooperation within the ASEANAPOL
security forces. Their presence not only reinforced framework.

the event's security framework but also acted as a

strong deterrent to potential threats. This strategicuse Volunteer Policing in Malaysia

RI YROXQWHHU RI{FHUV SOD\HG D NH\ UROH LQ UHLQIRUFLQJ

the overall security infrastructure, presenting a viable Volunteer policing in Malaysia has a rich history that
model for similar initiatives within the ASEAN region. dates back to the post-World War Il era. Following the
7KH LQYROYHPHQW RI YROXQW HXpanes& OccuphitioR therddwhvy fate® Rumerous

UHJ



security challenges, including ethnic clashes and
insurgency. The involvement of civilian volunteers
began as a strategic response to these threats.
Understanding this historical context highlights the
FXOWXUDO SRVLWLRQLQJ RI YR
to maintaining public order. Initially set up under the
Police Ordinance of 1952, the Royal Malaysia Police
I9ROXQWHHU 5HVHUYH 395 RI¢F
all 13 states and three federal territories, providing
support in various capacities from patrol duties to
administrative tasks (Cheah et al., 2018).

395 RI¢FHUV WASLFDOO\ KDYH |
part-time, receiving a small allowance based on
rank and state funding allocations. According to the
3ROLFH $FW RI YROXQWHHU
remuneration except for prescribed allowances.
In 2022, the Finance Ministry increased these
allowances to MYR 8.00 per hour for Constables to
SergeantMajors and MYR 9.80 per hour for Inspectors
and higher ranks (Ministry of Finance Malaysia, 2021,
S $V RI WKHUH ZHUH
in Malaysia, leaving 9,805 positions vacant out of
15,500 allocated (“Enthusiastic response”, 2023).

Civilians interested in joining the PVR undergo a
rigorous selection process followed by basic training
at police training facilities. After completing this
training, recruits continue with on-the-job training.
Over the years, the scope of PVR duties has evolved
WR LQFOXGH YDULRXV WDVNYV V
KHDGTXDUWHUYVY SDWUROOLQJ
inquiry counters, and performing guard duties. PVR
RI¢FHUV DUH VZRUQ LQ DUPHG
HTXLYDOHQW WR UHJXODU SRO
power of arrest. The Royal Malaysia Police (RMP)
centrally manages the PVR under the Ministry of
Home Affairs, led by the Inspector-General of Police
DQRG RUJDQL]JHG LQWR FRQWLQ

During the recent Covid-19 pandemic, which began
on18" ODUFK 395 RI¢FHUV ZHU
supporting frontline efforts in maintaining public safety
&KHDK $00 UHJIXODU DQUC
PRELOL]JHG LQ IXOO IRUFH 7KL
of the Malayan Emergency post-World War I,
saw police forces and civilian volunteers playing
crucial roles in maintaining public safety. The PVR

continues to be an essential part of the country's
security strategy, adapting to new challenges while
maintaining its foundational role in public safety. This
PRELOL]DWLRQ KLJKOLJKWHG WKH
adaptability of the PVR in addressing both traditional

and emerging security challenges.

&RUSRUDO 395 1J .RN <DR DVVLVWLQJ D UHJXODU
check during the Covid-19 pandemic.

&XUUHQW 3UDFWLFHY DQG %HQH¢ W)
,Q ODOD\VLD 395 RI¢FHUV DXJPH(
police force by undertaking various duties such as
SDWUROOLQJ PDQDJLQJ WUDI¢F DC
tasks. They receive a small allowance, but their
FRQWULEXWLRQV DUH VLIJQL{FDQW
PDQ\ EHQH{;WV )LUVW LW KHOSV H
6LQFH 395 RI¢FHUV DUH SDUW RI
they bring valuable local knowledge that makes
community policing more effective. This local insight

helps prevent crime and builds stronger relationships
between the police and the community (Cheah et al.,

2018). Plus, having volunteer police means more
manpower, which is especially useful when there is

a high demand for public safety. Despite receiving

only a small allowance, their contributions are
invaluable, providing essential local knowledge that
enhances community policing efforts. The integration

Rl 395 RI¢FHUV LQWR WKH FRPPXQL
relationships between the police and the public,

aiding in crime prevention and enhancing public trust.

The COVID-19 pandemic showed just how
LPSRUWDQW YROXQWHHU SROLFLQJ
PRELOL]JHG ERWK DV IURQWOLQH D
helping with roadblocks, compliance checks, and

other crucial duties. They often worked long hours

80
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under challenging conditions. For example, during WKH\ QHHG WR KDQGOH ZRUN SUHYV
FRPSOLDQFH FKHFNV LQ SXEOLFes& a@iratey and Suppstted Rie Undre likely to be
provided important information to the public, helping resilient, dedicated, and involved in their work. Even
ensure everyone understood and followed health WKRXJK 395 RI¢(¢FHUV DUH YROXQWI
PHDVXUHV 7KHVH HIIRUWV KLJKWVDBKWHG NW KH/ AXHPIOE WRPW\SROLFH
DQG GHGLFDWLRQ RI YROXQW H H WaRdezdusi dithatibn®, GonfrsrR &ikiGal Briel handle
resourceful and committed they are. emergencies. Despite not being full-time employees,

their commitment to public safety

puts them in harm's way just like

their full-time counterparts. This adds

an additional layer of respect and

appreciation for the work they do,

as they willingly take on these risks

ZLWKRXW WKH EHQH{;WV

RI¢FHUV UHFHLYH

395 RI¢(FHUV LQ ODOD\VLE

boosts the capabilities of the regular

police force but also strengthens

community ties and enhances public

safety. The contributions of PVR

RI¢FHUV VKRZ WKH YDOXH |

demonstrating how local knowledge,

community engagement, and

dedicated service can improve the
CAPTION: Superintendent Saralathan A/L Duraisamy from the Department of Crime Prevention and security and WeII-belng of the nation.
&RPPXQLW\ 6DIHW\ 3HUDN &RQWLQJHQW FRQGXFWLQJ D PRGXOH GXULQJ D IRXU GD\ 395 RI¢(FHU DQQC

training in October 2021 attended by 72 participants from 12 contingents across Peninsular Malaysia. Comparing Volunteer Policing in
This training, organized by the Perak Contingent's Department of Crime Prevention and Community

6DIHW\ DLPHG WR HQKDQFH WKH SURIHVVLRQDOLVP PRWLYDWM@'@V%%GEUQJIQBQ)\&RW@IQ%XWHHu SR
the United States

395 RI¢FHUV UHFHLYH WKRURXJKOROMXQWHAU WEROWL FIRYWHUYDULHV

their roles and responsibilities, ethics and integrity, Malaysia, England and Wales, and the United

communication in police work, and methods of 6WDWHYV UHAHFWLQJ GLIIHUHQW QL

LQVSHFWLRQ DQG DUUHVW VH O entdidédeRi\vheeds. 7K Englany anid MW@lesQ dpecial

is crucial for making sure they have the skills and constables are unpaid volunteers granted the same

knowledge needed to do their jobs well. OHJDO SRZHUV DV IXO0O WLPH RI¢F
2018). This setup allows them to engage in afull range

ORWLYDWLRQ DQG VXSSRUW IUR Bf |aWehfdréemBrit ddiv@ies) BushLaR Qatrbllshéd and

NH\ IDFWRUV LQ KRZ HQJDJHG 3édnnRihigyadliding, bhakihg Ihkeivwdle integral to the

their work. Studies show that both internal motivation police force. Their duties often mirror those of regular

(like personal satisfaction) and external motivaton RI¢FHUV KLJKOLJKWLQJ D KLJK OH

(like recognition) are important for job engagement reliance on these volunteers.

DPRQJ SROLFH RI¢{¢FHUV /LX HW DO $GGLWLRQDOO\

ZKHQ RI¢FHUV IHHO VXSSRUW H GIinEthe Wkiteld. StatBsy) thB @le] Bf WdluRt®er police

their level of engagement increases (Lan et al., RI¢FHUV LV KLJKO\ YDULDEOH GX

2020; Piotrowski, 2021). This support can comefrom GHFHQWUDOL]J]HG ODZ HQIRUFHPHQ\

superiors and colleagues, providing the validation estimated 18,000 agencies operating independently,
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the authority and responsibilities of volunteers differ ,QFRUSRUDWLQJ YROXQWHHU SRO

widely (Cheah et al.,, 2021). Some jurisdictions particularly advantageous for large-scale events or

HPSRZHU YROXQWHHU RI¢{FHUV ZcErisds thatQeguiee DapidH QdlRd) 6F et ttiey iorces.

capabilities, including making arrests and carrying Volunteers can assist in crowd management, provide

(UHDUPYV ZKLOH RWKHUV OLPLMVbgistdaHsupport) &ddeve & R visibie SISt Ergnito

functions such as administrative work. This variability potential threats. Furthermore, their presence can

results in a diverse array of volunteer policing ITUHH XS IXOO WLPH RI¢{¢FHUV WR IR

SUDFWLFHY DFURVV WKH FRXQWURUPYSIH B DWW PHGS DMDG/IN B WWK® UH E\

a challenge (Cheah et al., 2021; Britton, Callender, & HI¢{¢FLHQF\ RI VHFXULW\ RSHUDWLRQ

Wolf, 2018). GHYHORS VWDQGDUGL]JHG WUDLQLAQ.
SROLFH RI¢FHUV 7TKHVH SURJUDF

,Q ODOD\VLD 395 RI¢(FHUV DUH EssentdlskillDam@knoIBAge, \@hsRiQHdhsistency

as supportive staff to regular police, whereas in the and professionalism across the region. For instance,

USA, their roles can vary widely from supportive training modules could include legal knowledge,

to fully integrated operational roles, depending practical policing skills, and community engagement

on the state and department (Cheah et al.,, 2018). WHFKQLTXHV 6WDQGDUGL]HG WUDL

7KLV FXOWXUDO SRVLWLRQLQJ UHKBIWWMW OV KR OKXQWHRHIUW RO OFB QB DU

societal contexts within which volunteer policing level of competence and are prepared to handle

RSHUDWHY LQ HDFK FRXQWU\ 0{x@6oD3 polidng taskd effertively.H U V

perform various duties, including frontline policing,

DGPLQLVWUDWLYH WDVNV DQG WIRDY¥DWBRDJSEREDMH RLPEODW VKRX

to their counterparts in the UK and some parts of regularoperationswith clearroles and responsibilities.

the USA (Cheah et al., 2018). This versatility s a 7KLV LQWHJUDWLRQ ZLOO PD[LPL]!

VLIQL,FDQW VWUHQJWK RI YR O %@ \8hHardé oSeRal pofide @dpabllit) EoR &xiarfple,

YROXQWHHUV WR ¢0OO YDULRXV YROMNQWHHQHHGSHEUVIBRKQGQEH SDL

SURJUDPV IRU 395 RI¢FHUV LQ &d (@bt Yatols,DansuringDdddnteGs cooperation.

DQG RIWHQ VWDWH VSHFL¢F V XSirkctubed inwdtatianUstraegied/dail hdiiRvBlunteer

WUDLQLQJ 7KLV FRQWUDVWYV ZLRIK PMKN PRHE PRDI GOFGXEIEG DQC(

training regimes seen in England and Wales, and their effectiveness and satisfaction. Governments

the highly variable but often extensive training in the should enact policies that support the recruitment,

86 %ULWWRQ HW DO 6 X | greihikQ VeindD Qeployrn@nt] RL Qvdlunteer police

WUDLQLQJ HQVXUHV WKDW DOO YRROKHQUWH H K HV P FFHRIYL RKDHYWH WKKREK O G

necessary knowledge and skills, which is essential contributions of volunteers and provide them with the

for maintaining professionalism across the force. necessary resources and support. Incentives such

as allowances, recognition programs, and career
A Model for ASEANAPOL: Mobilizing Volunteer progression opportunities can motivate volunteers.
3ROLFH 21¢FHUYV Providing adequate support and resources ensures

WKDW YROXQWHHU RI¢FHUV FDQ
The lessons learned from the 2024 Paris Olympic and effectively and feel valued for their contributions.
Paralympic Games provide a valuable framework for
ASEANAPOL. The integration of volunteer police A Model for ASEANAPOL: Mobilizing Volunteer
RI¢FHUVY QRW RQO\ GLYHUVL¢HV3IRMKH HODIZ FHQMRUFHPHQW
workforce but also brings a unique set of skills and
SHUVSHFWLYHYVY WKDW FDQ FRPS Oh¢Rss@®edried fPoritheR 624 R &gkisFOH/mMc and
JRU $6($1$32/ WKLV VWUDWHJI\ RPatalyrivpidGaenéDp@videiayalgaile framework for
- it enhances police professionalism and fosters ASEANAPOL. The integration of volunteer police
greater regional cooperation in security efforts. RI¢FHUV QRW RQO\ GLYHUVL¢HV W
workforce but also brings a unique set of skills and
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SHUVSHFWLYHYV WKDW FDQ FRPS Oht PRO&QIVAheéXdO BuiMingPaH VRuUrgee H Riolice
JRU $6($1%$32/ WKLV VWUDWHJ\ RABHANAPDL GrXre@orEHQH ¢ W

- it enhances police professionalism and fosters
greater regional cooperation in security efforts. To implement this strategy, ASEANPOL member
countries could consider several key steps. First,
,QFRUSRUDWLQJ YROXQWHHU SR WIEORNMKIHUN DFIV@VDBK;DUGL]HG
particularly advantageous for large-scale events or  YROXQWHHU SROLFH RI¢FHUV ZRX
crises that require rapid scaling of security forces. ensuring they meet professional standards and can
Volunteers can assist in crowd management, provide effectively integrate with full-time law enforcement.
logistical support, and serve as a visible deterrentto Second, developing a clear framework for their
potential threats. Furthermore, their presence can UROHYV DQG UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV FR
IUHH XS IXO0 WLPH RI¢FHUV WR coRtifibdtdndR @hile RruhkitaiRd® puilit[ trust and

RU VSHFLDOL]HG WDVNV WKHUHER@S®HOEH QLQDIGHO RYRWWBOLQJ D
HI¢FLHQF\ RI VHFXULW\ RSHUDWLRIQW ZHG(@ 1H8Q0 PRIXPH DQG YROXQW
GHYHORS VWDQGDUGL]HG WUDLQ tr@ial ®itsRahilebsrogeraRddsY ROXQWHHU
SROLFH RI¢FHUV 7TKHVH SURJUDPV VKRXOG FRYHU

essential skills and knowledge, ensuring consistency The 2024 Paris Olympic and Paralympic Games

and professionalism across the region. For instance,
training modules could include legal knowledge,
practical policing skills, and community engagement
WHFKQLTXHYV

GHPRQVWUDWHG WKDW YROXQWHH

be a valuable asset in maintaining public safety.
ASEANAPOL can draw from this successful model

6WDQGDUGL]HG W ltbDoLil@ laQ@esiliénd §hd Keisatbe decpMyKthrework

WKDW DOO YROXQWHHU RI¢FHUV thall levetagsd 8BS sii@nghis\WK bathKftiI-tin Rakid

level of competence and are prepared to handle
various policing tasks effectively.

YROXQWHHU RI¢FHUV
not only enhance their national security but also set a
precedent for innovative law enforcement strategies

SROXQWHHU SROLFH RI¢FHUV VKmRtkeOggioEH LQWHJIJUDWHG LQWR

regular operations with clear roles and responsibilities.

7KLV LQWHJUDWLRQ ZLOO PD][LRENSEANAPOL ldokE RV the fEitdra/ ERGaYIng

and enhance overall police capability. For example,
YROXQWHHU RI¢(FHUV FRXOG EH
for joint patrols, ensuring seamless cooperation.
Structured integration strategies can help volunteer
RI¢FHUV ITHHO PRUH LQFOXGHG
their effectiveness and satisfaction. Governments
should enact policies that support the recruitment,
training, and deployment of volunteer police

WKH SRWHQWLDO RI

seen at the Paris Olympics serves as a testament
WR WKH EHQH{;WV RI
MéntheryMikies Gnight QakdiderFakihg proactive
steps to integrate volunteer forces into their security
strategies, ensuring a safer and more secure region
for all. The time to act is now, and the path forward

RI¢FHUV 7KHVH SROLFLHV VKR X @GCldat SRed@Hehkig MBBANS GecTidtyH through

contributions of volunteers and provide them with the
necessary resources and support. Incentives such
as allowances, recognition programs, and career
progression opportunities can motivate volunteers.
Providing adequate support and resources ensures

WKH SRZHU RI
WHFKQRORJ\
policing efforts. Mobile apps for reporting and
communication, online training modules, and data

DQDO\WLFV FDQ LPSURYH HI¢FLHQF

WKDW YROXQWHHU RI¢(FHUV FDEor Sxdropl® Wnebilavappsldan Beilite Hedl-time

effectively and feel valued for their contributions.

communication between volunteers and
RI¢FHUV

regular

Leveraging technology can streamline operations
DQG SURYLGH YROXQWHHU RI¢FHUY
need to perform their duties more effectively.

%\ GRLQJ VR

YROXQWHHU S
S loptibnG-iZi. Bdtratégic) M Eemativer TheFsdddass

VXFK DQ DSSI

YROXQWHHU SROLF!
FDQ VLJQL¢(¢FDQWO\

HQKDQFLQJ FRRUGLQDWLTF
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Member countries should increase cooperation
and knowledge-sharing in volunteer policing.
ASEANAPOL can serve as a platform for exchanging
best practices and developing collaborative initiatives.
Joint training programs, regional conferences, and
shared databases can foster greater cooperation.
Regional cooperation can lead to the development
RI VWDQGDUGL]HG SUDFWLFHV
the overall effectiveness of volunteer policing across
ASEAN. More comparative studies are needed
to explore different aspects of volunteer policing.
International collaboration among researchers can
provide valuable insights and drive innovation in this

¢HOG S5HVHDUFK WRSLFV FRXOGIIOEFHRIPIH0 |

volunteer policing on crime rates, public perception of

YROXQWHHU SROLFH RI¢FHUV $6($%
addressing current security needs but is also laying
the foundation for a sustainable, innovative approach
to law enforcement. The power of volunteerism in
policing, supported by clear policies and regional
cooperation, can lead to a more secure and cohesive

community.
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Abstract Employing a combined methodology comprising
of open-source data gathering, content analysis,
This study aims to evaluate ASEAN’'s regional and semi-structured interviews with subject-matter
FRRSHUDWLRQ HIIRUWV LQ FRPHDSHWQWYVG WKL WNWXSGANAOM DEOH WF
in Southeast Asia, assessing the effectiveness of information concerning ASEAN's efforts in tackling the
its strategies, policies, and external partnerships. GUXJ WUDI{FNLQJ SUREOHP LQ 6RX!
'"HVSLWH VLIJQL;FDQW HIIRUWYV &gioHal \dobperexigrQiivid, Rr@ QadheQimsightsbhl
RI GUXJ WUDI{FNLQJ DQG UHJL Ri@p@cticad shaidh@es @ridWwuccesRel b AREAN's
to perpetuate the problem. Several challenges, DQWL GUXJ WUDI{FNLQJ LQLWLDWLY
including institutional barriers, corruption, and varying is on investigating the effectiveness of ASEAN'’s
national priorities, undermine the effectiveness of UHJLRQDO FRRSHUDWLRQ LQ FRPED\
ASEAN's drug control initiatives. The ASEAN’s role problem while identifying innovative approaches and
remains central to regional anti-drug efforts; however, proposing policy recommendations to enhance these
its effectiveness is hindered by structural and efforts.
LQVWLWXWLRQDO OLPLWDWLRQV DV ZHOO DV FRQALFWLQJ QDWLRQD
approaches. This study proposes the adoption of &RQFHSWXDO %DVLV RI &RPEDWWLQ
a more comprehensive and balanced approach to in Southeast Asia
WDFNOLQJ GUXJ WUDI¢{¢FNLQJ LVVXHV WKDW UHVSHFWV KXPDQ
ULJKWYV HQKDQFHV SROLF\ KDUPR/XIHD MLGRHV DUHDOGCGSUREOHY RQ GL
WKH VRFLRHFRQRPLF GULYHUV R Bdbtbedst Agid) bes;, & dom@Qlex historical backdrop
PDUNHG E\ FRORQLDO LQAXHQFHYV
Introduction and various socio-economic factors. Since after
World War Il, the so-called “Golden Triangle”
'UXJ WUDI{FNLQJ SRVHV D VHYWhidiHen®Qass&Hidris Loy Wyidrgndr, Laos, and
FKDOOHQJH LQ 6RXWKHDVW $VLDBambodid,Had Ry BééhFaRmiaok hidlGfor opium
as a major hotspot for illicit drug production, transit, SURGXFWLRQ DQG WUDI{FNLQJ ,Q D
and consumption. The complex nature of this events, including the colonial rule and regional
transnational crime necessitates robust regional FRQALFWYV KDYH VLJQL¢{FDQWO\ VK
cooperation, with ASEAN playing a pivotal role. Since  drug trade in the region.
WKH HVWDEOLVKPHQW RI WKH $6($1 6HQLRU 2I¢,FLDOV RQ
Drug Matters (ASOD) in 1993, ASEAN has developed Various international regimes played a crucial role
comprehensive strategies, policies, and frameworks in shaping drug control policies across Southeast
aimed at intensifying regional efforts to combat drug Asia. For instance, the United Nations’ drug control
WUDI¢{FNLQJ 7KH RUJDQL]DWLR Q fanvenbds$) Suthtak ivel 1ID8Y SiNgte\CoviveRtién Drv
the Three-Year Plan of Action on Drug Abuse Control Narcotic Drugs and the 1988 UN Convention Against
and partnerships with external actors like Russia ,O0LFLW 7UDI¢{F LQ 1DUFRWLF 'UX
KLIKOLJKW WKH RUJDQL]DWLR Q TSubgt&heeB, lsétthetir@rwwdrkJjor @ldbadd i@ capitiol.
this problem. To effectively address the multifaceted 7KHVH FRQYHQWLRQV LQAXHQFHG |
GLPHQVLRQV RI GUXJ WUDI¢ FN L QpdomatihbTodp&@diicn aménB & thties\ahd preyiding
is crucial. The increasing collaboration between JXLGHOLQHV IRU FRPEDWLQJ GUXJ W
ASEAN member states and external partners the ASEAN, through initiatives such as the ASEAN
XQGHUVFRUHYV WKH VLJQL¢ FDQFROBI Pk flivhidr éhheRdddM&gioraK dofakoration
have bolstered regional security and contributed to by fostering shared strategies and experiences to
WKH JOREDO ¢(JKW DJDLQVW GUXFRRDUHKMIQYLYHO\ DGGUHVV GUXJ V
Numerous studies have explored the evolution of A number of Southeast Asian countries also
ASEAN's policies, the role of external partnerships, employed various institutional mechanisms and
and the impact of these initiatives on regional security,. OHJDO LQVWUXPHQWY WR FRPED
This research builds on existing literature by providing Countries such as Vietnam, Thailand, Malaysia and
a detailed analysis of ASEAN’s collaborative efforts the Philippines have established legal frameworks
and evaluating the outcomes of these initiatives. including the Dangerous Drugs Act, the Narcotics
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Act, and the Comprehensive Dangerous Drugs Act
to address drug-related crimes within their respective
nations. These laws were complemented by national
strategies, such as Malaysia's National Anti-Drug
Strategic Plan and Thailand’s new drug laws,
ZKLFK HPSKDVL]HG D PL[ RI
rehabilitation for individuals involved in drug-related
crimes. Moreover, regional cooperation through the
ASEAN supported information sharing and joint
operations, which helped strengthen the overall
effectiveness of drug control efforts in the region.

of

Main Directions and Forms

Cooperation

Regional

To achieve the goal of advancing cooperation
within the region, the ASEAN has employed several
key strategies to bolster regional collaboration in

these efforts was the implementation of the ASEAN
Work Plan on Securing Communities Against lllicit
Drugs and the collaboration with international

establishing clear structures, such as ASEANAPOL,
which supports member countries with information
sharing and joint operations. This collaborative
approach strengthened law enforcement capabilities

DQG FRQWULEXWHG VLIQLL,FDQWO\
S X Q Bii-trvg-strBteg. V X UHV D Q G

Moreover, ASEAN'’s collaboration spanned national,
regional, and international levels, demonstrating a
multi-dimensional approach. It included emphasis
on cross-border initiatives with efforts focused on
enhancing information sharing and intelligence
exchange among the different member states.
For instance, its partnership with Russia and other
international entities further strengthened regional
efforts through joint operations and capacity-building
initiatives. These collaborative efforts were essential

LQ DGGUHVVLQJ WKH FRPSOH[ QDW;
FRPEDWLQJ WKH GUXJ WUDI¢FNLDQGSUGEIRNWHHQW DDXQWFRIG UHVS

drug-related crimes.

Challenges and Prospects of Combatting Drug

RUJDQL]DWLRQV VXFK DV WKH
on Drugs and Crime (UNODC). The ASEAN’s
commitment to a drug-free community was also
UHAHFWHG LQ LWV VXVWDLQHG
aimed at improving regional drug control frameworks,
including joint operations, capacity building, and the
facilitation of dialogue among member states.

87QULDN HIGN IO WIL R QWHIH 29g FH 5HILRQ

&RUUXSWLRQ DQG JRYHUQDQFH LVV
Sbsthvle® td Bffé dtiveSaviti-Orq@u@ffard In\Whe BSEAN H V
UHJLRQ 'UXJ WUDI¢{¢FNHUV H[SORLYV
within state institutions, leveraged the support of
FRUUXSW RI¢FLDOV IDFLOLWDWHG
and obstructed law enforcement. This corruption
Law enforcement agencies also played a crucial role undermined the rule of law and eroded the integrity
LQ $6($1TV GUXJI WUDI¢FNLQJ HII®R Yudidial amdHeviH ebfdtdepnEt Hoddies. When
ZHUH SLYRWDO LQ GLVUXSWLQJ BIUXLDOWD IpEMNL QRER B 8 WRZRLUWNMG W K
through coordinated regional operatons and DFFRXQWDELOLW\ DOORZV WUDI¢FN
enforcement strategies. Notable progress has been legal system and evade prosecution. This symbiotic
made in enhancing international cooperation and UHODWLRQVKLS EHWZHHQ GUXJ WL

Figure 1. Online interview with subject-matter-expert on May 23, 2024



RI¢FLDOV H[DFHUEDWHG WKH G dooddinatdd DéffpRN inQ dontbaitRd @ni Pproblem.

which weakened state institutions and hindered both
regional and international anti-drug efforts.

'UXJ WUDI¢{¢FNLQJ SUHVHQWHG D
security within ASEAN countries. The transnational
QDWXUH RI GUXJ WUDI¢{¢FNLQJ
collective responses due to differing national priorities
and approaches. For instance, the rhetoric about
“war on drugs” and the implementation of the death
penalty, have proven largely ineffective in curbing
drug trade and have raised serious human rights
concerns. This fragmentation in policy and approach

However, despite ASEAN's efforts, the ongoing
global demand for drugs and the region’s strategic
location between major drug markets continued to

VEHUHSIHIWW BLW H DW KW RSU R ELCRHPD O H\ ¢ C

institutional barriers, historical drug networks, and
reQibhdl hBtabNty un&eEnvnadutbkeFafitidtiBeness of
the ASEAN’s drug control initiatives. The historical
context, particularly the legacy of drug production
in the Golden Triangle along with persistent political
and economic instability, has led to the propagation
R
region. Corruption, varying national interests, and

KDPSHUHG D XQL¢HG UHVSRQVHnco6sidtent leQfarcedierd \alsaVirdéeted progress,
WUDI¢{FNHUV FDQ H[SORLW D QG a$>6thw kenbeGsthtesVamplayed. harghJpenakies

region.

Amid these challenges, the potential for enhanced
ASEAN-Russia dialogue offered a promising avenue
for strengthening regional anti-drug efforts. Through

which violated human rights standards.

SROLF\
for ASEAN to strengthen its regional cooperation
by adopting a more comprehensive and balanced

WKHLU FRPELQHG UHJLRQDO L QAppie@@iF khat WekpectS MuiWd@H huvhrl Sights.

between the ASEAN and Russia provided an
opportunity to improve coordination, facilitate

LQWHOOLJHQFH VKDULQJ DQG HQOERHNHRALRQ \K D BIRAK®IFPMQALR GROLF!

This partnership led to more effective strategies,
which fostered greater cooperation and addressed
WKH FRPSOH[ WUDQVQDWLRQDO
collaborative approach between ASEAN and Russia
also represented a critical step towards developing
a comprehensive and sustainable solution to this
persistent issue.

Conclusion

7KLV VWXG\ KLIJIKOLJKWHG WKDW

This includes establishing a regional enforcement
mechanism to overcome structural and institutional

improving coordination among member states.
Addressing the underlying socioeconomic drivers of

CLDWXWURI GUXD W WXIE K DVQIREHU W)

crucial for a more effective response. Future research
must focus on evaluating the effectiveness of current
ASEAN drug control frameworks, exploring models
of shared sovereignty or supranational authority, and
assessing the impact of human rights considerations
on drug policy. Understanding these dimensions will

KHOS UH;QH VWUDWHJILHY DQG LPSI
QUK J FARWPEIR WN IGQIXLQ \WR OWHEHD DWW  H |

$VLD UHPDLQV D VLJQL¢:FDQW D Q@triBuding\id YréateQrdgiobal stxbilityGaXcHglobal
WR LWV WUDQVQDWLRQDO QDW X dddperation. $6($1 RUJDQL]DWLRQ

KDV EHHQ LGHQWL¢{¢HG DV WKH SULPDU\

SODWIRUP IRU
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PARTNERING WITH THE FBI TC

By Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)

Cyber criminals pose a well-resourced and
sophisticated transnational threat which is impossible
to stop without proportional and determined
transnational law enforcement cooperation. The
Federal Bureau of Investigation’s (FBI) cyber
strategy is to impose risk and consequences on cyber
adversaries through unique authorities, world-class
FDSDELOLWLHY DQG HQGXULQJ
the importance of our international law enforcement
collaboration, the FBI stands ready to partner with
ASEANAPOL members to stop the destructive
cybercrime attacks impacting Southeast Asia"

7KH )%, KDV
NQRZQ DV /HIDWV2DQG
cities around the globe, providing coverage for more
than 180 countries, territories, and islands. Six of

7TKH REMHFWLYH LV WR ¢JXUH RXW k
stop or degrade the adversary, and then share
information with whoever is best suited to put it to

use. We're all working together to warn the business
community and the public.”

(PSKDVL]LQJ ODZ HQIRUFHPHQW
ScOUNtAfiQoHYbET Khireditg, he SaitlFR 1§ tyleQsithe
ultimate team sport.™

One key area to build cooperation is in combatting
ransomware. Southeast Asia has not been spared

/HIDO $WWDFKp RI¢ffoht VEhe QgloBalF RiRSBrRM@re \ problem and all
V P D O O HASEXNAPCOR parinerylikel® hai/el many ransomware

investigations. The need for law enforcement to
proactively cooperate on taking down ransomware

WKHVH /HIDW RI¢FHV DUH ORFD Wat@eleQbeshKribré 6rigedt$\WRaile the true global

countries of Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia,
Philippines, Singapore, and Thailand. These Legat

costs of ransomware are hard to know, blockchain
DQDO\VLY (UP &KDLQDO\VLY HVWLPI

RI¢FHV FRXOG EH FULWLFDO U H \gRbaldhsovhwaReltryp®¢desd payments

partners seeking to investigate cyber crimes.

When FBI Director Christopher Wray visited Malaysia
during December 2023, cybersecurity was a key
engagement theme and he spoke at length about the
need for international cooperation to address

cyber threats.

According to Director Wray, “the most important
element to successfully addressing cybercrime is
partnerships and sharing information. This means
collaborating with foreign law enforcement, foreign
intelligence services, private sector partners, and
other entities — without worrying about who'’s going
to get the credit.

exceeded a record USD 1 billion.Vv

8QIRUWXQDWHO\ ¢(¢QDQFLDO ORVV L
that ransomware attacks imposed during 2023.
The FBI also continued to observe ransomware
gangs deliberately targeting and locking up critical
infrastructure networks throughout the world -
hospitals, water treatment plants, port facilities,
PDOQXIDFWXULQJ V\VWHPV VFKRRO
services, law enforcement agencies, and government
systems are just a few of the examples that
dominated headlines. During 2023, the FBI's Internet
&ULPH &RPSODLQW &HQWHU LGHQ\
of ransomware in the United States targeting the
healthcare and public health sectors — thirteen other
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FBI cooperated with the Royal Malaysia Police and
the Australian Federal Police, resulting in the arrest
of individuals belonging to a criminal syndicate that
developed and sold phishing templates on an online
criminal marketplace known as ‘BulletProftLink’. The
syndicate had defrauded hundreds of thousands of
dollars from people around the world.”

Also, during March 2023, the Royal Thai Police

arrested 21 members of an international gang that

VFDPPHG ROGHU $PHULFDQV RXW Ri 86 PLOOLRQ E\
FODLPLQJ WR EH ODZ HQIRUFHPHQW RI;FLDOV LOYHVWLJDWLQJ
money laundering. The investigation was led by

Thailand’s Cyber Crime Investigation Bureau and

sparked by information from the FBI and the U.S.

Secret Service X

Finally, during May 2024, the FBI led an international
operation involving law enforcement agencies in
Thailand, Singapore, and Germany to disrupt a botnet
used to commit cyber attacks, large-scale fraud, child
exploitation, harassment, bomb threats, and export
violations. According to Director Wray,

“Working with our international partners, the FBI
conducted a joint, sequenced cyber operation to
dismantle the 911 S5 Botnet—likely the world’s
largest botnet ever.™

Stopping these powerful cyber criminal groups is a

leading global security priority and the threshold for

transnational investigative collaboration should be

ORZ 2XU /HIDW RI¢{¢FHV ZLOO FRQWLUOXH WR SDVV FVEHU
investigative leads as they arise and proactively

share threat information with our ASEANAPOL

partners - we look forward to receiving the same

kinds of information from you.

With that proactive mindset, the FBl and ASEANAPOL
law enforcement agencies will collectively bring real
consequences to the cyber adversaries targeting our
FLWLIJHQVY DQG GLJLWDO LQIUDVWUXFWXUH
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HARNESSING
TECHNOLOGY, PEOPLE,
AND PROCESSES TO
COMBAT CYBERCRIME

Cybercrime has grown to become the third
largest economy in the world, following the U.S.
and China. It is projected to cost the world over
US$10 trillion by 2025, and the World
Economic Forum identified ‘cyber insecurity’ as
one of the top global risks in its Global Risks
Report 2023.

Beyond its financial impact, cybercrime
fundamentally erodes trust in institutions and
systems that have been instrumental in
building a digital ecosystem and brought
prosperity and better living standards for many.

For these reasons, Mastercard, a company
renowned for enabling commerce via trusted
transactions worldwide for decades, has
decided to step forward in the fight against
cybercrime. We are doing so through three
main thrusts: Technology, People & Process.

HARNESSING TECHNOLOGY

As the digital economy expands and with
innovation in payment solutions, consumers
today have several options to make digital
transactions seamlessly. This has however,
increased complexities and the attack surface
that fraudsters can target for their operations.
At Mastercard, we are deploying new
technologies like Al to develop solutions that
ensure that convenience does not come at the
expense of security.

Fraudsters are moving towards authorized
payment scams as their preferred attack
method. Social engineering and deepfakes are
being used to dupe consumers into sending
money to them. Tackling this issue is
challenging because consumers literally
approve the fraudulent transactions.

To fight this, we collaborated with the largest
banks in the UK on a network-level solution
that could predict and prevent fraudulent real-
time payment scams. Called Consumer Fraud
Risk, this Al-based solution proved invaluable
in fighting scams and protecting consumers.
Banks witnessed a significant increase in the
number of scams that were stopped on their
tracks, amounting to a saving of over
US$100million in just one year

This was the first global intervention
deploying Al at scale to make decisions
within milliseconds, detecting frauds real-
time and stopping such scams before
money leaves the victims’ accounts. It has
generated considerable interest from
various law enforcement agencies and
banks to learn how it could work in their
country.

EMPOWERING PEOPLE

As the adage goes, we are only as strong as
our weakest link. Therefore, it is imperative
that anti-scam education reaches the
masses, especially the most vulnerable. It is
heartening to see this effort being led by law

enforcement agencies and companies
worldwide.
To assist in this endeavor, Mastercard

supports global NGOs such as the Global
Cyber Alliance and Cyber Peace Institute in
developing free online learning materials
and toolkits to ensure adequate training and
resources are available and accessible.

For example, earlier this year Mastercard
launched a Cybersecurity Center of
Excellence in Indonesia in partnership with
Indosat. This initiative  will  provide
educational materials to a significant
number of individuals and small businesses,
enhancing their cyber hygiene.

According to the World Economic
Forum, there was a 72% increase in data
breachers globally in 2023 and a key gap
to address to stem this is the shortage of
cybersecurity talent which globally
numbers around 4 million talents. To

build a cyber talent pipeline, Mastercard

has collaborated with a premium
university in Singapore to launch a
flexible Masters’ program in Cyber Threat
Intelligence, a growing field with acute
shortage of talent.

Through these efforts, we are ensuring
that broad-base training as well as
capacity building in specific critical areas
are enabled.

OPTIMIZING PROCESSES

It has become clear that fraudsters often
work in teams, sometimes as well-
organized and well-resourced
organizations operating across borders.
To defeat this sophisticated network, we
need to develop one ourselves bringing
together stakeholders across the scam
chain, from law enforcement to banks,
technology companies and telcos.

Recognizing  this, Mastercard has
supported the establishment of the first
overseas chapter of the Global NGO,
Global Anti Scam Alliance (GASA).
Started in Singapore, it aims to root a
network of public-private stakeholders in
ASEAN, and includes major banks, global
tech companies (Amazon, Google, Meta
and TikTok), universities, large local
companies and partnerships with law
enforcement and government agencies.
The inaugural Asia Summit of GASA from
21-22 October in Singapore, will serve as
a platform for best practices and insights
sharing by various stakeholders in their
fight against bad actors.

At Mastercard, we are committed to
forging more such partnerships that can
help us, as an ecosystem fight the scourge
of scams and cybercrime.



ASEANAPOL COOPERATION ME(
IN IDENTIFYING AND INVESTIG,
TRANSNATIONAL CRIMES

ACP DR. BAKRI BIN ZAINAL ABIDIN
DIRECTOR FOR POLICE SERVICES
ASEANAPOL SECRETARIAT

INTRODUCTION

The inception of ASEANAPOL dates back to 21-

23 October 1981 in Manila, the Philippines, with the
inaugural ASEANAPOL Conference convening Chiefs

Rl 3ROLFH IURP ¢YH PHPEHU FR
Indonesia, Philippines, Thailand, and Singapore.
Subsequently, the ASEANAPOL Conference became

an annual event, reaching a milestone with the 20th
conference hosted by Myanmar in 2000, attended

by all ten ASEAN member countries. During the 25th
ASEANAPOL Conference in Bali, Indonesia, in 2005,

D ZRUNLQJ JURXS ZDV HVWDEOLYV
creation of the permanent ASEANAPOL Secretariat.
Until 2009, the host countries of the conference served

as the ad-hoc secretariat.

On 1 January 2010, the Royal Malaysian Police
503 LQ .XDOD /XPSXU RI{(FLDOO\ H
the permanent ASEANAPOL Secretariat.

The objectives of ASEANAPOL encompass ensuring
the effective implementation of resolutions from

its conferences, acting as a coordination and
communication mechanism for member countries,

and enhancing regional collaboration against
transnational crime.

ASEANAPOL functions by preparing and
implementing work plans aligned with
resolutions from annual Joint Communiqués,
facilitating and coordinating cross-border
LQWHOOLJHQFH DQG LQIRUPDW
joint operations, managing the ASEANAPOL
database, conducting training and capacity
EXLOGLQJ DQG DGYDQFLQJ VFI
tools and forensic science in support of law
enforcement efforts across the ten ASEAN
countries.

INTERNATIONAL INITIATIVES ON
COMBATING TRANSNATIONAL CRIMES

Recently, transnational crime has emerged

DV D VLIQL,{FDQW JOREDO FI
both security and prosperity on a widespread
scale. An instrumental multilateral framework

in addressing transnational crimes, particularly
WKRVH RUFKHVWUDWHG E\ RUJD
operating across borders, is the United Nations
&RQYHQWLRQ RQ 7TUDQVQDWLRC
(UNTOC). This convention serves as a crucial
reference for countries seeking guidance in

their efforts to combat transnational crimes.



According to the United Nations,
WUDQVQDWLRQDO FULF
as offenses that, in their initiation,
prevention, and direct or indirect
consequences, involve more than
one country. Put differently, transnational crimes, as
SHU WKH 81V GH{QLWLRQ HQFRPSD
LQWHUQDWLRQDO GLPHQVLRQV UHAHFW
nature of criminal operations across borders. The
characteristics of transnational crime, as outlined by the
8QLWHG 1DWLRQV 21¢FH RQ 'UXJV DQG &ULPH LQT
Transnational crime, inherently linked to national
1. 2UJDQL]JHG *URXS ,QYROYHPHQW Dbuded Omeiscares Dilte Aggorance of these
are typically regulated by specially formed groups of boundaries in discussions surrounding criminal
people collaborating for unlawful activities. activities. As transnational crime proliferates, the
2. 7TLPH 6SHFL¢F 2FFXUUHQFH 7 K H vtafe'sreapacity] tg cortrolvsyad activities diminishes.
RFFXU DW VSHFL¢F SHULRGV U H AHrthgymare) this type/ e briviedican poterdadly incite

DFWLYLWLHYVY ZLWK

0J WKH LQWHUFRQQ HG

planned approach by the involved parties. FRQALFW ZLWKLQ UHJIJLRQV 0DQ
3. Severity of Punishment: The seriousness of QODQFLDO DQG KXPDQ UHVRXUFH\
transnational crimes is evident in the severe legal defense mechanisms, compounded by issues like low

consequences they attract, such as imprisonment wages and corruption.
for extended periods, life imprisonment, or even the
death penalty. Given these challenges, regional cooperation
4. Financial and Material Motivation: The primary becomes imperative to address the escalating issue
motivation behind these crimes is the direct or of transnational crime effectively. Collaborative
LQGLUHFW SXUVXLW RI ¢QDQFLD iitigges ipciuting UheD establishgeng, \af vvborder
XQGHUVFRULQJ WKH SUR¢{W G UL Y Hparasmzed ounHogReiatians, @ ViDioamitiR aeptice
criminal activities. impact of transnational crime and overcome the
limitations posed by individual countries' capacities.
Three main factors facilitate the emergence of
transnational crime are : 6RXWKHDVW $VLD KDV UHFRJQL]HG
transnational crime, which has been spiraling out of
*OREDOL]DWLRQ RI WKH HFRQRP\ control. This recognition is evidentin the establishment
2. The increase of rates of immigrant heterogeneity; of the ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Transnational
3. The rapid development of communication technology. Crime (AMMTC) program, a crucial component of the
pillars of the ASEAN Security Community. The onset
These factors elucidate the connection between of transnational crime in Southeast Asia dates back
HFRQRPLF JOREDOL]DWLRQ DQG WK P te 1998 taingiding with. e end rfGR @ald-War
conditions among countries, which, in turn, prompt DQG WKH HUD RI JOREDOL]DWLRQ
population migration. However, a critical issue arises
when communities engage in out-migration that The proliferation of transnational crimes orchestrated
circumvents existing legal frameworks. This situation E\ JURXSV RU RUJDQL]J]DWLRQV L
JLYHV ULVH WR FULPHV VXFK DV KXRdi@ted by |thée Nulgesabiii@s ol lgevernment
illicit trade of goods and services. institutions in various countries, the relaxation of
national boundaries, and the rise of ethnic and
The transformation of this issue into transnational UDFLDO FRQALFWV ZLWKLQ WKH L
FULPH RFFXUV ZKHQ WKH VXSSOLHUWI[REFHUEDMWHG | ER PVKSIHFLJRL:LFDQ
countries, and the consumers belong to different VWUXFN 6RXWKHDVW $VLD LQ
countries. This phenomenon is further exacerbated by
the evolving nature of international actors driven by The ASEAN response to transnational crime began
(QDQFLDO JDLQ DQG SRZHU G\QDPLFAWR ZKHQ WKH $6($1 GHOHJDW
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INP AND PNP JOINT OPERATION: A TESTAMENT TO

ASEANAPOL'S POLICE-TO-POLICE COLLABORATION

On September 4, 2024, a major
breakthrough in ASEANAPOL'’s ongoing
fight against transnational crime occurred

with the arrest and deportation of
dismissed Mayor Alice Guo. The joint
operation between the Indonesia National
Police (INP) and the Philippine National
Police (PNP) not only highlights the
importance of regional cooperation but

also demonstrates the effectiveness of

police-to-police partnerships in tackling
complex criminal networks that operate

across borders.

Alice Guo, a former mayor
who had been dismissed due
to allegations of corruption
and involvement in criminal
activities, became a wanted
figure after evading capture.
Reports from credible sources
detail her controversial rise
and fall in politics, marked by
accusations  of  financial
mismanagement and links to
organized crime. Her evasion
from Philippine authorities
prompted an extensive
manhunt that eventually
spanned multiple countries.
The operation, led by INP
Chief Police General Listyo
Sigit Prabowo (esteemed
member of ASEANAPOL)
and facilitated by Inspector
General of Police Krisna
Murti, was initiated after
intelligence sharing between
INP and PNP indicated that
Guo had fled to Indonesia in

an attempt to avoid
extradition. This is where
ASEANAPOL'’s regional

coordination and the e-ADS
system became critical, as it

enabled real-time
communication and data
sharing across ASEAN

member states.

On September 5, 2024,
Indonesian authorities officially
handed over Guo to Philippine
officials in a high-profile event
held in Jakarta. The handover
was personally overseen by
PNP Chief General Rommel
Marbil and Interior Secretary
Benjamin Abalos Jr.,
(esteemed member of
ASEANAPOL) symbolizing the
strengthening of cooperation
between the two nations. Guo
was immediately flown to the
Philippines and processed at
the national police
headquarters, Camp Crame,
before being turned over to
the Senate, where an existing
arrest warrant awaited her.

This case exemplifies
ASEANAPOL'’s commitment to
upholding justice and regional
security through collaborative
efforts. The swift exchange of
intelligence and operational
coordination between INP and
PNP serves as a model for
future cross-border
operations, reinforcing the
notion that no criminal can
remain beyond the reach of
justice within ASEAN.

Mayor Guo’s apprehension, facilitated by
ASEANAPOL'’s network and cooperation with
other security agencies, underscores how
regional alliances can combat even the most
elusive criminals.

The arrest of Alice Guo has sent a strong
message to individuals involved in
transnational crime across Southeast Asia.
Regional police cooperation is no longer a
distant concept but an operational reality,
with  ASEANAPOL leading the charge in
securing the ASEAN region.
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000
On September 5, 2024, the virtual Top 30
Women in Security ASEAN Region Awards
ceremony took place, hosted by Mr. Chris
Cubbage, CPP, CISA, GAICD, who serves as
Director & Executive Editor of the Security &
Technology Advisor. Mr. Cubbage is also

recognized as a Top 40 Thought Leader in Security & Life Safety by the Life
Safety Alliance and MySecurity Media Pty Ltd. The event celebrates the
contributions of women in the security sector across the ASEAN region,
spotlighting their leadership and impact.

Originally launched as part of a global initiative by the Women in Security
and Resilience Alliance (WISECRA), the award has evolved into a
prominent regio nal effort open to all ASEAN member nations. The initiative
connects chapters from global security industry associations and women'’s
security networks across countries like Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia, the
Philippines, Thailand, and Cambodia. Now in its fifth year, the awards are
organized by MySecurity Media, with significant support from regional
industry associations. Nominations were received from ASE ANAPOL
Member Countries, with ten submissions from the Royal Malaysia Police
and the Philippine National Police. In addition to the virtual event, in-person
ceremonies are scheduled in Singapore on September 12 and in Kuala
Lumpur on October 7, 2024.

Police Colonel David Martinez Vinluan, Executive Director of the ASEANAPOL
Secretariat, fully supported this initiative as part of his commitment to
inclusivity of all genders in the pursuit of lasting peace and security in the
region and beyond. He proudly commends the police awardees for their
achievements and encourages more female officers from ASEANAPOL
Member Countries to participate in future competitions, reinforcing the
idea that diversity strengthens the collective efforts for regional stability
and security.
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“‘HIGH-TECH CRIME:
CURRENT SITUATION AND SOLUTIONS”

By OIPA Viet Nam

1. The Situation of High-tech Crime
in Vietham

In recent years, the global and
regional  cybersecurity landscape
has become increasingly complex
and unpredictable. Amid political
DQG PLOLWDU\
recession, science and technology
have taken center stage in development
strategies and international relations.
The advent of new technologies,

FRQALFWV

e« Spread of Harmful Information:
The dissemination of false and
harmful  information, contrary
to Vietnamese traditions and
FXVWRPYV

information spreads quickly

Op gciahf K | gisrupting
marRets and negatively impacting
businesses, security, and order.

Cybercrime Violating Social Order:
Cybercrimes social

affectin
SDUWLFXODUO\ DUWL¢FL Dq)rdér%wél-ggé%,l_a}@\;fgegbrea%]

has highlighted the immense potential
of science and technology but also

Scams involving impersonation of
law enforcement and fraudulent

LQWURGXFHG VLJQL¢FDQW prdnseO éF Hyftd Fié  comon.

ensuring security, sovereignty, and

national interests in cyberspace.

The risks compromising security and
order in cyberspace are becoming
more dangerous and intricate.
Cyberattacks are increasing rapidly in
both quantity and severity, especially
in countries with high levels of digital
WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ LQ
region. The global spread of fake
news and misinformation heightens
political instability and becomes a
tool for interfering in national affairs.
Criminals leverage high technology
to operate transnationally, employing
sophisticated methods and tactics.

Vietnam, with its rapid technological
development and deep integration
into the global cyberspace, faces

2UJDQL]IHG
operations involve vast sums of
money, and illegal buying, selling,
and leaking of personal data
facilitate cyber fraud.

e Cybercrime in Financial and
Banking Sectors: Cybercrime in
WKH (¢QDQFLDO DQG
IS ONgt ise, Crimin employ

WKBophigti{(}:Eajﬂg?js 3tlzgc[tkinr?‘s"a{:zuch as
exploiting promotional programs
and sending fake banking links
to steal money. E-commerce
platforms face issues of smuggling,
tax evasion, and fraud.

2. Measures Taken by Vietnam

To address these challenges, Vietham
has focused on several key areas:

VLIQL(FDQW FAEHUVHFXUYL VERhanéiMgX H\egal K IFRarework:

technological advancements and digital

Vietnam has issued numerous

WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ KDYH JU&R W gtukdh@ HopW throve

socio-economic development, they
have also posed challenges in ensuring
network security and combating high-
tech crimes, which include:

* Increasingly
Cyberattacks: Cyberattacks in
Vietnam are becoming more
sophisticated, severely impacting
national security and social
order. Hackers frequently target
Vietnamese electronic information
portals, altering interfaces and
launching ransomware attacks.
Cyber-espionage activities
targeting state agencies, key
XQLWYV DQG
corporations are also notable.

Complex

cybersecurity management. The
2018 Law on Cyber Security
provides a legal basis for protecting

QDWLRQDO VHFXULW\

rights. Decrees issued in 2022 and
2023 further strengthen the legal
framework.

2. Improving State Management:
Vietnam established a National
Cyber Security and Safety Steering
Committee and Cyber Safety
and Security Subcommittees to
ensure coordinated cybersecurity
efforts. Legal solutions mandate
responsibilites  for  domestic

LPSRUWD@w forgignD€gwice pgroviders in

protecting national security.

LV UDPSDQW

RQOLQH

3. Investing in Human Resources and
Technology: Vietnam is building a

VSHFLDOL]HG F\EHUVHFXU

training cybersecurity experts and
engineers. These professionals
cogtﬁb\ﬁt'é| bl defdefoping national
standards and regulations on
cybersecurity.

4. 5DLVLQJ $ZDUHQHVV DQG

Resources:  Vietnam  actively
promotes cybersecurity awareness
and responsibility among
FLWL]HQV
agencies, media, and localities is

&RRUGLQDWL

HPSKDVL]HG WR FUHDWH

healthy cyberspace.

JDPEOLQJ
3. International Cooperation

9LHWQDP UHFRJQL]JHV WKD

cybercrime requires global
cooperation. ASEAN countries have
DFKLHYHG
cybersecurity cooperation, fostering

Ené\g '\bbp% uniies™ ¥R He\\/elopment
and stability. Vietham recommends the
following:

1. Strengthening Partnerships and
Building Consensus: ASEAN
countries should enhance bilateral
and multilateral cooperation
to establish a common legal
framework for cybersecurity.

2. Implementing Agreements and
Action Plans: ASEAN countries
VKRXOG RUJDQL]H
exercises, share information on
threats, and cooperate in training
and resource provision.

3. Leveraging Existing Mechanisms:
ASEANAPOL, INTERPOL, and
Cyber Crime Prevention Centers

cslpgld ceopdigatg gfigrs to ensure

information security and combat

cybercrime.  Cooperation  with
private sector partners is also
crucial.

By focusing on these areas, Vietham
aims to enhance cybersecurity, prevent
high-tech crimes, and contribute to
global cybersecurity efforts.
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By 0,.( 3%$5.(5 Chair, IACP IMPACT Section, and USDOJ ICITAP

ASEANAPOL MAGAZINE

Contractor (Amentum). Retired Commander, Los Angeles County Sheriff's

Department (LASD), California USA.

S3KRWR |/ WR 5

,QQRYDWLYH WRSLFV VXFK DV $UWL pFelsB @ at@wH
21¢FHU :HOOQHVV DQG :RPHQ 3HDF ldndD & GlyfaicX

have been among ASEANAPOL's recent international
learning opportunities. This year, new partnerships have
expanded the scope of training available to ASEANAPOL
members, resulting in over 1,000 hours of learning through
international webinars.

Strategic Partnerships with IACP IMPACT Section and
USDOJ ICITAP

ASEANAPOL'’s educational initiatives have been bolstered
by new collaborations with the International Managers
of Police Academies and College Training (IMPACT)
Section of the International Association of Chiefs of Police
(IACP), and the United States Department of Justice’s
International Criminal Investigative Training Assistance
Program (ICITAP).2 These partnerships, facilitated by
ASEANAPOL Executive Director David Vinluan, have led
to a series of webinars and the expansion of the reach of
a recent ASEANAPOL survey on police use of Al to more
countries around the world.

Webinar on Al's International Policing Implications,
Cybercrimes, and Academia

On April 9, 2024, a landmark webinar drew 500 participants
from 16 countries, including hundreds of ASEANAPOL
SHDFH RI¢FHUV

$QGUHD 6LPLF $VVLVWDQW 'LUHFWRU IR
Ducot, Director, USDOJ ICITAP; Armie Claire Belen, Major, Philippine National Police (PNP);
David Vinluan, Colonel, Philippine National Police (PNP) at the IACP 2022 Conference.

SIDE BAR
ARTICLE

International Association of Chiefs of Police
(IACP)

The mission of the International Association of
Chiefs of Pclice (IACP) is to advance the

4 % RUJDQ policing  profession  through  advocacy,
by the IACP fresearch, foutreach, and e.(:.ucatlon to T;O\-/;de
. or safer communities ol e.
IMPACT Section _ Hn ot
. https:/iww.theiacp.org/
with support
llcglr'pAP E USD_O‘J IACP International Managers of Police
’ : xecutlv_e Academy and College Training (IMPACT)
Director David Section
Vinluan spoke
UNVAUNEUCIICI The 1ACP IMPACT Section Mission is to
International encourage and facilitate the coordinated
Policing exchange of ideas, procedures, and specific

Implications.
Additionally, a
cybercrimes

information for the professional leadership and
management of education and training within
police agencies. The ultimate goal of IMPACT

consultant who is to enhance the quality of law enforcement
is a former and policing at the international level through
Senior Special education and training.

$JHQW RI ¢
Federal  Police

Department presented on Cybercrimes and Al
Additionally, a Canadian Assistant Professor from the
Netherlands provided an Academic Perspective on
Al. The webinar also included a Women, Peace, and
Security (WPS) Committee presentation by the United
Nations Project Coordinator of the Handbook on Gender-
Responsive Police Services for Women and Girls Subject

7TKH WZR KRXU V Hty Vibléh@e.3l FhB gvehtrh S atteindedHily Yépresentatives
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IURP % DQJODGHVK
Cambodia, Canada, Colombia,
Kenya, Kosovo, Laos, Malaysia,
Mexico, Norway, the Philippines,
the United Kingdom, the United
States, and Vietnam.

%UD]LO

Expanding the ASEANAPOL
Al Survey Internationally

In  April 2024, ASEANAPOL
conducted a survey on Al usage
among its member countries,
uncovering that while police are
aware of the widespread criminal
use of Al, their own training in Al
UHPDLQV OLPLWHG
shared with the IACP IMPACT
Section and USDOJ ICITAP, led
to the survey questions being
asked at an international policing
conference in the United States on
June 4,2024. Over 100 participants

7KH

IURP D GR]JHQ FRXQWULHV SURY

similar responses, further validating the ASEANAPOL
results and establishing a new model for global
information sharing. Conference attendees included
UHSUHVHQWDWLYHYV
Canada, Colombia, Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras,
Indonesia, Jamaica, Kosovo, Mexico, Morocco,
Nepal, North Macedonia, the Palestinian Territories,
Panama, Saudi Arabia, Serbia, Sri Lanka, Trinidad
and Tobago, Tunisia, Ukraine, and the United States.

‘HELQDU RQ :RPHQ 3HDFH DQG
Wellness; and IACP International Endeavors

The importance of Women, Peace, and Security,
DORQJVLGH 21¢,FHU
global recognition among policing agencies. On
July 24, 2024, a webinar focused on these topics
was attended by 330 participants from 15 countries.
2UJDQL]JHG E\ WKH ,$&3
assistance from USDOJ ICITAP, the session featured
three key presentations: “Advancing Women in
Policing Globally,” delivered by the co-founder of
WKH [ ,QLWLDWLYH 32I¢FHU

Resources,” presented by the Physical Health
'RUNLQJ *URXS &KDLU RI WKH

and Wellness Section; and “IACP International
Endeavors,” presented by the IACP International
Vice President. The webinar was offered in spoken
Spanish and multiple languages via automated
closed captioning. Participants included police

,038&7

OSBRI, TS RTRLFTHE;

%UXQHL

cQGLQJV

David Vinluan, Colonel, Philippine National Police (PNP) at the International Association
of Chiefs of Police (IACP) 2022 Conference.

Canada, Colombia, Kosovo, Malaysia, Mexico,
Panama, Peru, Philippines, Saudi Arabia, Ukraine,

IURP $0EDQTH® 353D M HirYLOD

lUC?I%([;JHVHQWDWLRQ I[URP $UJHQWLC(

‘HELQDU 7KH 3RZHU RI $UWL¢{FLDO .

Insights from ICITAP

7KH ODWHVW ,&,7$3 ZHELQDU
Intelligence (Al) - Insights from ICITAP,” held on
) 4, aftrac % 5 participants. Hundreds
ég}uqigéi\l%&éo? rnﬁ'e}f] Sr?s, among participants
from 16 countries, engaged in an interactive
session that explored real-world applications of

HSSOTY TR 0 0

and a dynamic Q&A, allowing attendees to help
shape the content of future sessions. A total of 965
SEHI\—NVdeI!e D%W\M URP $OEDQLD

Croatia, Indonesia, Kenya, Kosovo, Malaysia, North
Macedonia, Panama, the Philippines, Somalia, Sri
Lanka, Ukraine, and the United States registered
enthusiastic

Et resting, and, scary, [y\lit'lj| lear interest in more

I“Webifiar§ and nforma |on\.wl' e webinar recording
LV DYDLODEOH DW KWWSYV
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LOOKING
AHEAD

ASEANAPOL is committed to continuing to
expand learning opportunities for its members
through these valuable international
partnerships.

More learning partnership opportunities are
planned and will be coordinated for
ASEANAPOL by ASEANAPOL.

1L.KWWSV Z727Z7Z WKHLDFS RUJ
JURXS VHEFWLRQ LQWHUQD
SROLFH DFDGHP\ DQG FROO
LPSDFW VHFWLRQ

2KWWSV Z77Z MXWVWQIDFRH BRLYP
LFLWDS

3. KWWSV z27Z XQZRPHQ RUJ
OLEUDU\ SXEOLFDWLRQV
JHQGHU UHVSRQVLYH SROLH

David Vinluan, Colonel, Philippine National Police (PNP); and Mike Parker, Strategic 104
Communications Advisor, USDOJ ICITAP Contractor (Amentum) at the IACP 2022 Conference.
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HEAD OF CRIME PREVENTION AND COMMUNITY SAFETY
DISTRICT POLICE HEADQUATERS, SELANGOR

ROYAL MALAYSIA POLICE

Introduction
Aviation security has evolved primarily in response to

SDvVW WHUURULVW DWWDFNV UHVXOWLQJ LQ KLJH

procedures that, while effective, can become
predictable. This predictability allows malicious
actors to exploit vulnerabilities. To mitigate these
risks, unpredictability in security protocols has been
introduced as a proactive strategy. This concept
LQWURGXFHY UDQGRPL]DWLRQ

controls to increase deterrence, complicate malicious
planning, and address insider threats. By analysing

-

(

QG YDULDWLRC(

~

LQ VHFEXULW\

O\ VWDQGDUGL]HG

WKH VLIQL¢(FDQFH RI XQSUHGLFWDELOLW\ LQ DYEPWLRQ VHEXULW\

using Malaysia as an example, this comprehensive
review highlights its application, challenges, and
relevance in addressing both external and internal
threats.

Historical Context and Reactive Security
Measures

Historically, civil aviation became a prime target
for terrorism in the 1960s, with numerous hijacking
LQFLGHQWY RFFXUULQJ EHWZ
International agreements like the Tokyo, Hague,

A

-

HIH Q

DQG ORQWUHDO &RQYHQWLRQV JLQ WKH

foundation for aviation security regulations. Despite
this, the system remained reactive, with new
measures introduced only after incidentslike the

/IRENHUELH ERPELQJ RI DQGIWKH

3RVW VWULQJHQW VHFXUL
reinforced cockpit doors, extensive passenger
screening, and advanced detection systems became
standard globally. However, this heightened focus on
external threats created a predictable system that

\A\kPHDVXUHV VXFK DV

DQG

V ODLG WKH

DWWDFEFNYV

~

N

s

r
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Unpredictability’s Role in Mitigating Insider
Threats

Unpredictability as a Proactive Approach

Case Study: Kim Jong-Nam’'s Assassination at
KLIA

Application in Malaysian Aviation Security

+LJK 3UR{OH ,QFLGHQWY DW ./,$ %¢F
Nam



1. KLIA Gold Heist (2013)

The Readiness of Aviation Security in Malaysia

2. Attempted Smuggling Operations

1. Civil Aviation Authority of Malaysia (CAAM)

Unpredictability in Aviation Security: A Proactive
Approach

2. Airline Operators



3. Government Agencies

Several government agencies, including the
Royal Malaysia Police, the Malaysian Immigration
Department, and the Malaysian Customs Department,
collaborate to ensure that aviation security remains
strong. These agencies are responsible for monitoring
both the public and restricted areas of airports,
ensuring that no potential threat goes unnoticed.
For instance, the Royal Malaysia Police conduct
random patrols in both the passenger terminals and
cargo areas at KLIA. These patrols are designed to
be unpredictable, varying in timing and routes, which
increases their deterrent effect. Similarly, customs

.

For instance, frequent and unexpected checks of staff
members could slow down operations, particularly
at busy airports like KLIA. Therefore, implementing
unpredictability requires a delicate balance between
maintaining a high level of security and ensuring
RSHUDWLRQDO HI¢{¢FLHQF\

The Future of Unpredictability in Aviation Security

As aviation security continues to evolve,
unpredictability will play an increasingly important
role in mitigating both external and internal threats.
Future developments may include more sophisticated
WHFKQRORJLHV

DQG LPPLIUDWLRQ RI¢FHUV SHU liRdliBerigdddpverr &gdrithidd- tiat carQdynamically

passengers and cargo to detect any illegal activities,

adjust security protocols based on real-time risk

VXFK DV VPXJJOLQJ RU KXPDQ W Wssegshbnt [h Malaysia, the integration of such

Coordination Among Stakeholders
The effectiveness of unpredictability in Malaysia’s
aviation security system depends on the close
coordination between all relevant stakeholders.
CAAM provides the overarching framework,
while airline operators and government agencies
LPSOHPHQW VSHFL¢F
respective roles. Regular inter-agency meetings
ensure that any emerging threats are addressed
promptly, and adjustments to security protocols are
made when necessary. One such example of effective
coordination was the response to the gold heist in
2013, where security protocols were reevaluated, and
more unpredictable checks were introduced in cargo
areas. Similarly, following the assassination of Kim
Jong-Nam, KLIA enhanced its public area security by
LQWURGXFLQJ PRUH

arrival halls.

Challenges in Implementing Unpredictability

:KLOH XQSUHGLFWDELOLW\
security, it comes with its own set of challenges.
First, the balance between overt and covert security
measures must be carefully managed. If measures
are too overt, such as constant random checks, they
could cause anxiety among passengers and disrupt
airport operations. Conversely, ifthe measures are too
covert, they may lose their deterrent effect, as potential

FDQ VLJQL,FDQWO\

technologies could further enhance the security of
critical infrastructure like KLIA. By using Al to analyse
passenger data, behaviour patterns, and other risk
factors, airport authorities could deploy security
measures more effectively, ensuring that highrisk
individuals are subject to increased scrutiny while
maintaining a smooth experience for many travellers.

PHDVXUHY WDLORUHG WR WKHLU

Conclusion

In conclusion, the concept of unpredictability offers
a proactive, cost-effective way to address the
everevolving landscape of aviation security threats.
Malaysia’s experience, particularly the lessons
learned from the Kim Jong-Nam case, demonstrates
the need for continuous adaptation and the integration
of unpredictability into the country’s broader security
framework. As airports like KLIA continue to serve as

IUHTXHQW @Gl UhD3 GiR Rglopll G ais Drevél, R @aitaining
SDUWLFXODUO\ LQ KLJK WUDI¢ F DubpreDistaliityNvill B Edder@tidd ® BtaywigkdhéhdDnQ G

both external attackers and internal threats.

HQKDQFH

DWWDFNHUV PD\ QRW EH DZDUH RI WKH UDQGRPL]JDWLRQ ,Q

addition, the introduction of unpredictable security

PHDVXUHY FDQ OHDG WR RSHUDWLRQDO LQHI¢(¢FLHQFLHYV LI QRW

carefully coordinated with regular airport activities.
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NAVIGATING THE DIGITAL AGE IN

NATIONAL SECURITY, INTELLIGENCE,
AND LAW ENFORCEMENT

%\ ORRG\ V

In the digital age, the national security and law enforcement
landscape is not just evolving; it is expanding at an
exponential rate. Criminal network sophistication is
increasing, combined with cryptocurrency and artificial
intelligence (Al) technology’s rapid adoption. This new era
means that investigative techniqgues and compliance
frameworks need to be constantly adapted to stay ahead.
This article di scusses the many threats and opportunities
that present themselves as part of the digital transformation.

Challenges in compliance and investigations

The sheer volume of generated data and cross-border transactions pose significant complexities in
identifying suspicious activity. It can become a delicate balancing act to have robust measures in place

while protecting privacy rights and facilitating leg itimate activities. Encryption and privacy technologies
protect privacy, but they can also shield illicit activities, complicating lawful surveillance and investigation
efforts. The global nature of the internet further complicates jurisdictional authority. Criminals are operating
across borders with impunity, exploiting legal and procedural disparities between countries.

Law enforcement agencies (LE  As) such as customs; immigration; anti-corruption units; criminal investigation
departments; state intelligence; special investigation units; and defense forces face many challenges in
adapting to these evolving threats and developing strategic advantages. Adopting advanced data
analytics, and Al or machine learning tools can help with effective data management and streamline
operations.

The Rise of Cybercrime and Ransomware

As cyber threats loom large, we remember the
vulnerabilities inherent in supply chains. Even
organizations with robust security measures are
not immune to the domino effect from an attack
on a supplier. In this context, the role of predictive

analytics and  risk assessment becomes vital 0 Advanced investigations and shell company indicators

resilience. Thorough investigations for fraud prevention in the public
sector maintain integrity and trust in public institutions and
High-quality data and advanced analytics can safeguard public funds. These investigations can be complex,
support agencies with predictive threat modeling, involving convoluted business structures designed to obscure
enhance cyber forensic capabilities, and facilitate ownership, control, and the flow of illicit funds. To effectively
real-time threat intelligence; improving detection, decode these structures, investigators employ a multiface ted

approach that combines forensic accounting, legal analysis,

prevention, and response mechanisms. By )
and advanced data analytics.

leveraging these technologies, agencies can

adapt to the evolving cyber landscape, There are instances where sanctioned entities take
safeguarding national interests more effe ctively. advantage of loopholes to use legal persons as a vehicle to
The role of public-private partnerships (PP evade dete.ction. For LEAs to mitigate thg potentif':ll risks posed
Detection, enforcement, and response on thid by leveraging these legal persons, their compliance teams
often requires investment in technology)| can use technology to discover potential shell companies
expertise. As public sector resources can be within their portfolio, a s well as conduct due diligence on all

and under scrutiny, the opportunity for public § counterparties in transactions.

agencies to collaborate with the private
cannot be ignored—addressing these g _
threats in partnership. By doing so, governme A call to adaptation

expect to benef it from new perspectives To preempt potential threats, we encourage organizations to

partners that are at the cutting edge of ap foster a culture of preparedness and early mitigation. Using

advanced technological solutions.

data-driven insights and new technology can give
.H\ WDNHDZD\V

government agencies a strategic advantage and identify
UPHV IRU HDUOL ULVN GHW N Siities 5eFor8 ey re' exploted’ A prd&ctive ' tafice
DWD PXVW FRPH IURP WUXVWZRUWKL VRXUEHY DQG EH e
JKW zD\V enables strategic planning an argeted mitigation efforts,
VRHOW  &\EHU GLILWDO ULVN. LV ROH RI . BDOL W.HUFRSQ%‘QFE\{VHG
R WLF DVVHVVPHQW DS S WRITH tare Cegseirtialsire an @svitanmneots @ resources are
0 WQZtBEW\%B:%\{/mFERP IztEH[i:QHFQH XV ZKR ZH 110
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COUNTERING WILDLIFE TRAFFICKING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA:
STEPPING UP POLICE ACTION AND COLLABORATION
THROUGH “TRIPOD”

05 October, 2024

Wildlife  trafficking r’em:l]n:‘ one of the rmost
lucrative ard oers]s tent illegal trades in Southeast
Asiz, with  traffickers  exgiciting  transporiaiicn

channels to rnove illicit wildlife products frorn Asia

and Africa to buyers in consurner couniries. This
trade generates billions of dollars, with crirninzl
networks  constantly  adapting to  evade law
enforcerment. Seizures and arrests, while increasing,

rermain inconsistent, as traffickers often manage to
stay one step ahead due to systernic vulnerabilities
in the region. In response, a new initiatve,
TRIPOD,” aims to address these challenges through

ennanced  police collaboration and more  agile
thic

enforcermnent rmethods,

Wildlife  traffickers are skilled at using their own
intelligence to identify and exploit the weaknesses of
law enforcement, selecting routes and rethods that

minirmize  their  risk  of  detection.  Corrugtion,
bureaucracy, and a lack of adequate incentives for
enforeement officers are some of the key enablars of
tnis illegal tracle

Q

While some seizures have been made due to tip-offs, the
success rate of these operations is hindered by the
same  corrupt networks that help traffickers evade

capt L2, Moraovar, rmany anforcarmant officars siruggia
0 Keep up with the agility of the crimninal networks.
Border-pased officers, for Jru;mce, often walt  for
approval  from  supervisors  before  sharing  critical
inforration  with  thelr  counterparts,  delaying
enforcermnent action. Additionally, the relatively low
penalties imposed for wildlife crimes further dirninish
the motivation to pursue lengihy, intelligencz-driven
investigations.
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CASE STUDY: THE HYDRA SYNDICATE

One notable success in countering wildlife trafficking in Southeast Asia
is the case against the Hydra syndicate, a criminal organization th at
dominated wildlife trafficking for two decades. Thai enforcement
agencies, in collaboration with financial investigators, managed to target
Hydra's weak points and track suspicious assets linked to the syndicate.

With the assistance of Thailand's Anti-Money Laundering Organization
(AMLO) and other enforcement bodies, investigators pursued an Anti-
Money Laundering (AML) case, identifying over $11 million in illicit assets
associated with Hydra members. In 2021, these assets—including land,
real estate, money, and cars—were seized. By September 2022, the Thai
Supreme Court overturned earlier lower-court verdicts and sentenced
Hydra’'s leader, Boonchai Bach, to five years in prison, although Bach
remains a fugitive at the time of writing.

This case demonstrates the importance of
financial investigations and digital forensics in
wildlife crime enforcement. The ability to
extract and analyze data from seized devices
played a key role in building the case against
Hydra. However, cases like this are rare, and
the lessons learned need to be scaled up and
applied more broadly across Southeast Asia

CHALLENGES TO COLLABORATION

While there have been attempts to create
regional and sub-regional counter-trafficking
networks in Southeast Asia, several obstacles
have limited their effectiveness over time.
Bureaucratic red tape and formalities slow
down the process of information sharing. Over
time, non-wildlife agencies, such as customs
or financial investigators, lose interest, leaving
wildlife officers to tackle what is often a highly
organized transna tional crime problem. Lack
of funding also prevents  sustained
interagency  cooperation, causing these
initiatives to lose momentum.

In most cases, enforcement agencies in
Southeast Asia are reactive, responding to
wildlife trafficking incidents rather than
proactively  investigating and deterring
criminal networks. Multi-agency

task forces, while existing on paper, are often not fully operational,
which hamp ers their ability to respond to trafficking networks that are
both well-organized and well-resourced.

THE TRIPOD SOLUTION: EMPOWERING FRONTLINE ENFORCEMENT

To counter these challenges, ASEANAPOL, in collaboration with the
counter-trafficking organization Freeland and the US Department of
State’s Bureau of International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs
(INL), has launched the *“TRIPOD” initiative—

This project
is designed to build a robust, agile, and multi-agency enforcement
network that can effectively counter wildlife trafficking across
Southeast Asia. 112



TRIPOD focuses on decentralizing enforcement,
empowering frontline officers, and fostering
collaboration across agencies, including non-
wildlife-focused agencies like anti-money
laundering and anti-corruption bodies. By doing so,
it addresses three critical areas:

[ ]
TRIPOD aims to build less bureaucratic, more
agile enforcement teams that can respond
rapidly and share information without needing
to wait for approvals from higher-ups. This
decentralization helps ensure sustainability and
a quicker response to trafficking activities.

Enforcement officers in Southeast Asia often

see wildlife crime enforcement as an additional

burden, given the limited resources available to

them. TRIPOD works to provide the necessary
incentives, tools, and training to keep these
officers engaged and effective.

Prosecutors, anti-money laundering officers,
and anti-corruption agencies play a crucial role
in countering wildlife trafficking. By involving
these agencies, TRIPOD ensures a holistic
approach that targets not only the traffickers
but also their financial networks and corrupt
enablers.

TRIPOD'S THREE-LEVEL APPROACH

TRIPOD operates on three interconnected levels to
build a sustainable and effective enforcement
network across Southeast Asia:

o . Localized multi-agency task
forces are established to focus on wildlife crime
at key border hotspots, where much of the
trafficking occurs.

o These task forces are
provided with the necessary training and tools
to identify and disrupt wildlife supply chains.
This includes training on digital forensics,
financial investigations, and intelligence
gathering.

o . TRIPOD connects these
localized task forces into a regional, cross-
border enforcement network. This network is
designed to dismantle entire criminal supply
chains and serve as a deterrent to future
trafficking operations.

EXPANDING THE IMPACT

TRIPOD Phase | has already been implemented in
Indonesia, Malaysia, and the Philippines. Phase I,
currently underway, covers Lao PDR, Malaysia,
Thailand, and Vietnam. The goal is to expand the
training and tools provided by TRIPOD to all ASEAN
member states, ensuring that each country has the
capability to effectively counter wildlife trafficking.

The ultimate aim of TRIPOD is to create a
sustainable, well-connected enforcement network
that can operate independently of temporary
funding or interest, ensuring that Southeast Asia
remains a hostile envi ronment for wildlife
traffickers.
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