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It is with great pride and responsibility that I present the 13th

edition of the ASEANAPOL Bulletin. This publication reflects our

unwavering commitment to fostering peace, security, and

cooperation across the ASEAN region and beyond. In today’s

increasingly complex and interconnected world, the role of law

enforcement in protecting our communities has never been more

critical.

This edition highlights the collective achievements of our

Member Countries in combating transnational crime, including

drug trafficking, human trafficking, terrorism, and cybercrime.

These successes underscore the strength of our partnerships,

both within ASEAN and with international counterparts, as we

work together to ensure the safety and security of our citizens.

As we confront the rapid evolution of criminal tactics and the

growing sophistication of criminal networks, it is vital that we

remain vigilant, agile, and united. Guided by the 5 P’s of Crisis

Management—Predict, Prevent, Prepare, Perform, and Post-

Action Assessment—we are committed to addressing emerging

threats and enhancing law enforcement capabilities to maintain

the security and stability of our region.

We recognize that criminal activities now transcend national

boundaries, posing significant threats to our communities. These

challenges require a coordinated response, and I am committed

to leading the ASEANAPOL Secretariat’s efforts with

accountability, transparency, and integrity. Together, we will

overcome these obstacles and ensure that our region remains a

safe place to live, work, and do business.

As the Bible says, "Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord"

(Psalm 33:12). With this in mind, I extend my heartfelt gratitude

to the Chiefs of ASEANAPOL Member Countries, our Dialogue

Partners, Observers, and like-minded partners, as well as our

dedicated Secretariat staff, for their unwavering support. Let us

stay steadfast in our shared mission to create a safer and more

secure ASEAN for all. As our motto echoes, "Together we keep

this Region Safe."

Thank you for your continued dedication. Let us work together to

ensure a brighter and safer future for generations to come.

�6�L�Q�F�H�U�H�O�\��

DAVID MARTINEZ VINLUAN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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As we navigate an increasingly complex global landscape, the

importance of strategic partnerships has never been more

evident. ASEANAPOL exemplifies the power of collaboration

with our Dialogue Partners, Observers, and like-minded

institutions, united by our shared values, vision, and mission in

the pursuit of safety, security, and justice for all.

Today, we reaffirm our commitment to expanding these strategic

partnerships. These relationships are not merely symbolic; they

form the foundation on which we combine our expertise and

resources to create a more robust and agile response to the

criminal threats that undermine our societies. Central to this

effort is the global sharing of criminal data, along with the

implementation of effective operational policing models. These

pillars are crucial to strengthening law enforcement capabilities

across the region, enabling us to confront the challenges posed

by transnational organized crime with resilience and

determination.

Through enhanced cooperation and deeper collaboration, we

can develop innovative, cross-border solutions to address the

complex challenges posed by transnational crime. Our collective

mission extends beyond protecting the public; it is to ensure that

the most vulnerable in our communities, those disproportionately

affected by crime, are safeguarded.

By expanding our partnerships, we not only enhance our ability

to combat crime but also contribute to creating a safer, more

secure region for all. Let us move forward with renewed vigor,

harnessing our collective expertise and resources to build a

future where the rule of law prevails, and where every individual

can live free from fear. 

�6�L�Q�F�H�U�H�O�\��

NGUYEN HUU NGOC
DIRECTOR FOR PLANS AND
PROGRAMMES

P O L I C E  S E N I O R
L I E U T E N A N T

C O L O N E L

D I R E C T O R  F O R
P L A N S  &

P R O G R A M M E S
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Facing the challenges of post-COVID-19 is the biggest

manifestation of the ASEAN region with existing factors such as

globalization, technological developments, demographic issues,

population migration and cross-border crime. Transnational

crime threatens the safety and security of our countries and the

region we live in.

It has taken on new forms and grown in complexity as

transnational criminals improvise and innovate new modus

operandi for committing crimes. 

Fortunately, the ASEAN Region, through the agreement of the

ASEAN National Police (ASEANAPOL) on 23rd  October 1981,

has made an ASEAN Police assembly that unites to deal with

cross-border crime in one dynamic cluster. 

This cooperation would not have happened without

understanding and enthusiasm to work together to tackle the

increasingly complex cross-border crimes. The biggest challenge

in tackling this cross-border crime is information sharing and real

time information. Hopefully, with our shared commitment, we will

make the region crime-free in the coming decade.

As ASEAN NATIONAL POLICE, we need to remain united and

resilient against these new and emerging threats. We need to

enhance our cooperation and collaboration and be innovative to

beat the criminals at their game. Let us work together towards a

safer and more secure for our region.

Together we make a difference.

If Not Us Who Else.

Selamat Maju Jaya ASEANAPOL

�6�L�Q�F�H�U�H�O�\��

DR. BAKRI ZAINAL ABIDIN
DIRECTOR FOR POLICE SERVICES
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On behalf of the General Commissariat of the Cambodian

National Police and myself, I am pleased to join your

Excellency the Chief of ASEAN National Police and the

ASEANAPOL Secretariat in congratulating the Foundation Day

of ASEANAPOL in conjunction with the 42nd ASEANAPOL

Conference.

Your Excellency's annual attendance at the ASEANAPOL

Conference is indicative of the organization's unwavering

dedication to fostering a comprehensive partnership to prevent

and combat all forms of transnational crime, thereby ensuring

the peace, security, and safety of the people in the region and

around the world.

Additionally, I would like to convey my profound gratitude for

the positive outcomes of ASEANAPOL's bilateral, multilateral,

and regional collaborations consistent with the content and

proposals outlined in the Joint Communique of the

ASEANAPOL Conference each year. The General

Commissariat of the Cambodian National Police would like to

reaffirm its high commitment to the ongoing active

collaboration with the member countries to uphold the bonds of

solidarity and cooperation. This will enhance the security and

safety of the ASEAN region through mutual assistance,

intelligence sharing, training, and capacity-building programs in

the era of AI technological advancements.

This is an opportunity to express my gratitude to the

ASENAPOL Secretariat for its active performance and function

as the coordination hub, ensuring effective and smooth

communication among AMCs, DPs, and OBs. The Secretariat

has substantially contributed ot the expansion of ASEANAPOL

cooperation on an international platform.

The General Commissariat of the Cambodian National Police

firmly believes that the ASEAN region wil remain characterized

by peace, security, unity, prosperity, and harmony as a result

of our collective endeavours.

Som Or Kun, Thank you!

P O L I C E  G E N E R A L

C O M M I S S I O N E R
G E N E R A L  O F  T H E

C A M B O D I A N
N A T I O N A L  P O L I C E

AR THETH��

SAR THETH
POLICE GENERAL
COMMISSIONER GENERAL OF THE 
CAMBODIAN NATIONAL POLICE



Amid global strategic environment that has been changing

rapidly and uncertainly, ASEAN remains to be one of the

regions with fastest economic growth in the world. Clearly,

stability of security and peace in the region must always be

sustained as a prerequisite for eqonomic growth. This is our

shared responsibility and moral obligation.

As transnational  crime is increasingly becoming more

complex and poses a significant threat to stability and

securityin region. We must be vigilant and ready to be

always ahead of criminals and criminal networks. We firmly

believe that the main key to combating transnational crime

as our common enemy lies in cooperationand effective

coordination, since no single country can tackle it alone.

Recognizing the importance of collaboration, ASEANAPOL

become the prominent forum to maintaining the stability of

security in the region. This  ASEANAPOL Bulletin is one of

the impressive implementations which becomes s platform

to provide for sharing insights and fostering understanding

regarding the development of crime prevention in the

region, so that together we could enhancethe effectiveness

and adaptability of combating transnational crime in

accordancewith prevailing trends.

The arrest of Thai high-profile fugitive Chaowalit

Thongduang in Indonesia and the rescue of international

human trafficking victims at the Clark Sun Valley Hub

Corporation, the Philippines, exemplify Indonesia’s resolute

commitment to ensuring regional stability by upholding

people’s interests as the main priority, as aligning with

ASEANAPOL’s vision “Together we keep this region safe”.

I would like to take this opportinity to convey my sincere

appreciation, on behalf of the Indonesian National Police, to

the ASEANAPOL members, the ASEANAPOL secretariat,

dialogue partners and observers for their invaluable

cooperation in maintaining stability and security in the

region. In the future, it is essential to intensify commitment

and cooperation among countries by means through

intelligence exchange, technology adoption, capacity

building, police-to-police cooperation, joint operations,

mutual legal assistance, and extradition.

Finally, we hope that this bulletin could effectively convey a

powerful reminder that no criminals can hide from their

unlawful actions.

Thank You

ISTYO SIGIT ��
P O L I C E  G E N E R A L

C H I E F  O F  T H E
I N D O N E S I A N

N A T I O N A L  P O L I C E
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FOREWORD FROM LAO PDRThe Speech of Major. Gen. Khamking PHUILAMANYVONG, Vice Minister of

the Ministry of Public Security, Chief of Lao Police Force at the Meeting of

Senior Police Officers on Counter Narcotics Cooperation in the Greater

Mekong Sub Region in 25th June 2024 in Lao PDR.

He said that narcotic drug is a serious problem and has spread widely from

the urban to the rural areas at many different levels and cause of other

crimes in the society, the number of drug cases and criminal including drug

consumers is increasing rapidly. At the same time, their activities as well as

modus operandi of the criminal is more complicated, the movement is

characterized by networks linking both domestically and internationally.

Lao PDR as well as the countries in the Greater Mekong Sub Region are

directly affected and facing the threat of drug problems unavoidable.

Currently, most people in the society affected by drugs including students,

traders, unemployment, workers, employees and civil servants. it also drag

on economic, cultural and social development, political stability and the

security of the society.   

 

The government of the Lao PDR has always paid close attention on this

matter and has cooperated with many countries both regional and

international such as: (1) participation in three international convention on

the suppression of drugs and Neuroactive substances, (2) bilateral

agreement on the suppression of drugs with 13 countries, (3) signing MOU

with neighboring countries, multilateral cooperation in the ASEAN region,

the Greater Mekong Sub Region in the framework of the ASEANAPOL,

INTERPOL, established and endorsed the law and regulation related to the

drug control and dug suppression. All of the above show the attention to

solving the drug problem of Lao government and the relevant agencies. In

August 2021, the National Assembly agree to adopt the solution of the drug

problem as an urgent priority and put it on the National Agenda as proposed

by the government and give to the Ministry of Public Security to coordinate

with related organization to cooperation and concentrate of all effort by

taking the implementation of the national agenda to solve the drug

problem.

He also stressed that in order to solve drug problem, the Ministry of public

Security tries to discuss and cooperate with public and private sectors for

encouraging the implementation of the national agenda, promote the

cooperation of social participation to ensure the effectiveness of the

implementation in each phase. at the Meeting of Senior Police Officers on

Counter Narcotics Cooperation in the Greater Mekong Sub Region is

important and necessary to effective cooperation in preventing and

combating drugs so far and also encourage of cooperation through the

exchange of information, assistance and building the capacity for law

enforcement officers

HAMKING�

PHUILAMANYVONG

P O L I C E  M A J O R
G E N E R A L

C H I E F  O F  T H E
L A O  P O L I C E  F O R C E

�6�L�Q�F�H�U�H�O�\��

KHAMKING PHUILAMANYVONG
MAJOR GENERAL
CHIEF OF THE LAO POLICE FORCE



Assalamualaikum Warahmatullahi Wabarakatuh.

It is a privilege to address you in this edition of the ASEANAPOL

Bulletin. Our dedication to maintaining safety and security across

ASEAN is as strong as ever. Over the years, we have faced

numerous challenges, from transnational crime to cyber threats,

which require our collective vigilance and cooperation.

The fact that crime is expanding its scope and more organized,

calls for a more comprehensive effort to counter the threat. While

our legal systems cannot be as borderless as crime itself, it is

clear that the battle against these crimes cannot be tackled by

any single nation individually. This necessitates significant

cooperation at both regional and international levels. In this

respect, we have every reason to be pleased with the regional

cooperation demonstrated by the resolutions of the

ASEANAPOL.

Looking ahead, it is imperative that we strengthen our

partnerships, not only within ASEAN but also with international

law enforcement agencies. By embracing new technologies and

innovative strategies, we can enhance our operational readiness

and resilience against emerging threats.

I would like to express my gratitude to all member countries for

their unwavering support and dedication. Together, we will

continue a build a robust and cohesive ASEANAPOL community

that safeguards the peace and security of our region.

Moving forward, let us continueto work closely together, sharing

knowledge and resources to enhance our collective capabilities.

I am confident that through our united efforts, we can ensure a

safer and more secure region for all.

I look forward to our continued success and cooperation.

I N S P E C T O R
G E N E R A L  

R O Y A L  M A L A Y S I A
P O L I C E

AZARUDIN
 HUSAIN��

�6�L�Q�F�H�U�H�O�\��

TAN SRI RAZARUDIN BIN HUSAIN
INSPECTOR GENERAL
ROYAL MALAYSIA POLICE
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Dear Esteemed Members of ASEANAPOL

As the Chief of the Myanmar Police Force, it is both an

honor and a privilege to deliver the message to the

community of the ASEANAPOL. I extend my warmest

greetings to each of you and express my deep

commitment to our shared mission of ensuring safety,

security, and justice across our region.

ASEANAPOL's role in addressing the complex issues of

transnational organized crimes has never been more vital.

Our shared commitment to intelligence sharing,

coordinated operations, and strategic cooperation has

been the backbone of our effective response to these

evolving threats. Together, we have built a robust network

that not only protects our individual nations but also

strengthens the collective security of our region.

I am proud to announce that the 42nd ASEANAPOL

Conference will be hosted in Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar, from

21 to 24 October this year. This gathering will be an

invaluable opportunity for us to further strengthen our

cooperation and address the pressing security challenges

that lie ahead in the region and beyond.

I extend my deepest gratitude to every member of

ASEANAPOL for your hard work, professionalism, and

dedication. Your efforts are crucial in maintaining the

safety and security of our communities. Let us continue to

work together, guided by our shared values and

commitment to justice, to build a safer and more secure

ASEAN region.

�6�L�Q�F�H�U�H�O�\��

WIN ZAW MOE
POLICE LIEUTENANT GENERAL
MYANMAR POLICE FORCE

P O L I C E  L I E U T E N A N T
G E N E R A L

C H I E F  O F  T H E
M Y A N M A R  P O L I C E

F O R C E

IN ZAW MOE��



As we converge at the 42nd ASEANAPOL Conference, it is with

great pride and determination that we reaffirm our commitment

to the mission and vision of ASEANAPOL. Our shared values of

cooperation, mutual support, and collaboration are instrumental

in addressing the complex challenges posed by transnational

organized crime within our region.

The ASEANAPOL Bulletin, now in its 13th Edition, stands as a

testament to out collective efforts in maintaining peace and

security. Through this platform, we reflect on our achievements,

acknowledge the challenges we face, and articulate our

aspirations for a safer and more prosperous ASEAN community.

The Philippine National Police remains steadfast in its dedication

to realizing a modern Filipino Police Force that embodies the

principles of Mahusay, Matatag, at Maasahan-a force that is

efficient, resilient and trustworthy. Our vision extends beyond law

enforcement to encompass community engagement, capacity

building, and the promotion of a safer, more secure society.

Through initiatives such as the Electronic ASEANAPOL

Database System (e-ADS) 2.0, mutual assistance in criminal

matters, and exchange programs, we continue enhance our

collective capabilities and foster closer ties among ASEAN police

forces. These efforts not only strengthen our operational

effectiveness but also pave the way for greater resilience against

evolving threats.

Today, we reaffirm our commitment to standing in solidarity as

champions of global peace and security. Together, we have

demonstrated our unity and resolve, and it is through continued

collaboration that we will navigate the complexities of the future

with resilience and determination.

I extend my deepest appreciation to the ASEANAPOL

Secretariat for the unwavering dedication and commend all

representatives of member countries for their contributions

towards our shared objectives. Let us march forward with

renewed vigor, guided by the vision of a safer, more prosperous

ASEAN region and a world where safety, security, and prosperity

prevail for all.

Mabuhay tayong lahat!

O M M E L 
FRANCISCO

D MARBIL

��
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On behalf of the Royal Thai Police, I am honored to contribute to

the 14th bulletin of the ASEANAPOL (ASEAN Association of

Chiefs of Police). As a founding member of ASEANAPOL,

Thailand remains firmly committed to fostering regional security

and collaboration in combating transnational crime.

This current security landscape in Southeast Asia presents both

challenges and opportinities. Emerging threats such as

cybercrime, human trafficking, the proliferation of firearms,

terrorism, and drug trafficking, require a collective and

coordinated response. We must leverage our combined

knowledge, resources, and expertise to effectively address these

issues and ensure the safety and security of our citizens.

The Royal Thai Police actively participates in various

ASEANAPOL initiatives. We are dedicated to strengthening

regional cooperation through information sharing, joint

operations, and capacity-building programs. We believe in

fostering closer ties between law enforcement agencies across

ASEAN and in promoting the exchange of best practices.

In recent years, the Royal Thai Police has made significant

strides in enhancing our capabilities in cybercrime investigation.

We have established specialized units equipped with advanced

technology and trained personnel to combat cyber threats. To

strengthen border security measures, we have implemented

robust border control mechanisms and increased collaboration

with neighboring countries to prevent cross-border crime.

Additionally, we have intensified efforts to combat terrorism and

drug trafficking through preventive measures, including

surveillance, intelligence sharing, and public awareness

campaigns. Lastly, we uphold human rights, standards in law

enforcement practices. We are committed to ensuring that all

police operations are conducted with respect for human dignity

and the rule of law.

Looking ahead, the Royal Thai Police remains dedicated to

collaborating with ASEANAPOL member countries to develop a

comprehensive regional security strategy. Investing in training

and capacity-building programs. We believe in equipping our

officers with the necessary skills and knowledge to effectively

combat transnational crime. Also, promoting public awareness

and fostering trust between law enforcement agencies and

communities is crucial for generating public support and

cooperation in our fight against crime. This strategy should

address emerging threats and promote a more secure and

peaceful ASEAN.

The Royal Thai Police firmly believes that a united ASEAN is a

stronger ASEAN. By working together through ASEANAPOL, we

can create a safer and more secure region for all. As our Vision

states : “Together We Keep This Region Safe”. 

P O L I C E
G E N E R A L

C O M M I S S I O N E R
G E N E R A L  O F  T H E

R O Y A L  T H A I  P O L I C E

ORSAK 
SUKVIMOL��

TORSAK SUKVIMOL
COMMISSIONER GENERAL

�6�L�Q�F�H�U�H�O�\��



In alignment with Viet Nam’s foreign policy

of being “a friend, a reliable partner and a

responsible member of the international

community” which is centered on the

principles of “peace, cooperation and

development”, the Viet Nam Police Force

remains steadfast in its commitment to

strengthening cooperation with the police

forces of ASEAN member countries in order

to effectively combat organized and

transnational crime. Furthermore, the Viet

Nam Police Force is dedicated to expanding

cooperation with ASEANAPOL’s Dialogue

Partners, Observers and other like-minded

entities to achieve our collective goal of

transforming the Asia – Pacific region,

particularly ASEAN, into a safe and secure

environment, laying the groundwork for

sustained economic growth, cultural

exchange and trade in the region as well as

in the world.

�6�L�Q�F�H�U�H�O�\��

TRAN MINH TIEN
MAJOR GENERAL
MINISTRY OF PUBLIC SECURITY OF
VIET NAM
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THE 5 TH  ASEAN POLICE FORENSIC SCIENCE NETW
IN PHNOM PENH, CAMBODIA

After three (3) years onset of devastating pandemic 
of COVID-19 since year 2020, the 5th ASEAN Police 
�)�R�U�H�Q�V�L�F�� �6�F�L�H�Q�F�H�� �1�H�W�Z�R�U�N�� ���$�3�)�6�1���� �P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�� �¿�Q�D�O�O�\��
resumed to its normalcy on 24 until 25 May 2023 in 
Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia. As mandated 
during the previous 40th ASEANAPOL Conference 
in the year 2022 for all ASEAN Police Forces 
through its dedicated board called Disaster Victims 
�,�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q�����'�9�,���������&�U�L�P�H���6�F�H�Q�H���,�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q�����&�6�,����
�&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H�� �L�Q�� �¿�Q�D�O�L�]�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �R�X�W�O�L�Q�H�G�� �G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�V�� �L���H��
�7�H�U�P�V���R�I���5�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�����7�2�5�����	�� �*�X�L�G�H�O�L�Q�H�V���R�I���'�9�,���&�6�,��
under the auspices of APFSN platform, the 
two (2) days meeting saw the full attendance 
of ASEANAPOL Member Countries (AMCs) 
in deliberating both documents in the most 
equitably motion. 

The meeting was commenced with opening 
remark by the Honourable Chairman of the 
meeting, Pol. Brigadier General You Boren, 
�+�H�D�G�� �R�I�� �1�&�%���,�1�7�(�5�3�2�/�� �3�K�Q�R�P�� �3�H�Q�K����
General Commissariat of National Police, 
Ministry of Interior, Kingdom of Cambodia. 
Conforming with the theme of the meeting, the 
agenda which was sketch out is intended to 
steer the future direction of forensic network 
by establishing the outlined documents with 
the full effort amongst the AMCs in ensuring 

the effective implementation of the adopted 
resolution which was previously agreed through 
consensus during the concluded conference which 
was successfully held last year. 

Pursue to the meeting sequence, Superintendent 
of Police Saravanan Kanniappan from Royal 
Malaysia Police who acted as the Chairperson of 
�'�9�,���&�6�,�� �&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H�� �W�K�H�Q�� �Z�D�V�� �L�Q�Y�L�W�H�G�� �W�R�� �U�H�P�L�W�� �D��
message towards the development of the dedicated 
documents. He foregrounds the essential elements 

By ASEANAPOL Secretariat
May 24-25, 2023
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ICE FORENSIC SCIENCE NETWORK (APFSN) 
IN PHNOM PENH, CAMBODIA

of close coordination between the ASEAN Police 
Forces towards the preparedness in adherence to the 
unprecedented catastrophic disaster such as natural 
calamity or large – scale criminal incident. Therefore, 
it is crucial to ensure that the reciprocation by AMCs 
�V�K�R�X�O�G�� �E�H�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �H�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�W���� �K�D�U�P�R�Q�L�]�H�� �D�Q�G�� �Z�H�O�O�� ����
coordinated manner. To conclude, on behalf of Royal 
Malaysia Police, he expressed his sincere gratitude 
to the ASEANAPOL Secretariat for entrusting 
Malaysia in carrying the responsibility in leading the 
development of the afore-mentioned documents. 
Considering that the task which were mandated 
was a critical step in strengthening the aspect of 
interoperability and mutual understanding, Royal 
Malaysia Police reiterated the passion in establishing 
the framework for seamless collaboration in providing 
safeguard and well-being of ASEAN communities. 

In respond to the aspiration highlighted during the 
earliest remarks by the Chairman of the meeting 
and Chairperson of the Committee, Police Services 
�2�I�¿�F�H�U���,�,���R�I���$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/���6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�L�D�W�����$�6�������$�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�W��
�6�X�S�H�U�L�Q�W�H�Q�G�H�Q�W�� �.�K�D�L�U�X�O�� �,�]�K�D�P�� �D�Q�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H�G�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H��
constructive, fair and advantageous deliberation 
amongst the working committee members 
throughout the outlined agenda in assuring the 
meeting objective and its goals are achievable. The 
meeting then endured with presentation of the 2nd 
�G�U�D�I�W�� �R�I�� �7�2�5�� �I�R�O�O�R�Z�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �*�X�L�G�H�O�L�Q�H�V�� �R�I�� �'�9�,���&�6�,��
by the Chairperson of the Committee and assisted 
by AS took place whereby all the eminent attendees 
contributed their inventive and discerning comments 
���� �L�Q�S�X�W�V�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �D�� �I�D�L�U�� �G�H�O�L�E�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �H�V�F�D�O�D�W�H��
the needs in the process of validates the outlines 
documents during the upcoming ASEANAPOL 
Conference. 

In the effort of enhancing the regional police 
cooperation towards fostering the cooperation 
�D�P�R�Q�J�V�W�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�D�F�W�L�W�L�R�Q�H�U�� �R�I�� �'�9�,���&�6�,�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �U�H�J�L�R�Q��
and to increase the mechanism of communication 
in the area of forensic science by focusing on the 
�¿�H�O�G���R�I���'�9�,���&�6�,�����W�K�H���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J���L�Q���F�R�Q�V�H�Q�V�X�V���U�H�L�W�H�U�D�W�H�G��
the necessity in retains a coordinated response 
towards mitigating the disaster inevitable impact was 
timely whilst revamp the national and its territorial 
preparedness.
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The 13th ACPM was successfully held from July 
9-14, 2023, at the Royale Chulan Hotel in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia. This annual meeting gathered all 
designated contact persons from Member Countries, 
Dialogue Partners, and Observers to discuss 
ongoing and outstanding ASEANAPOL issues, which 
would be further reported at the 41st ASEANAPOL 
Conference.

The meeting began with a welcome address by the 
Chairman, Executive Director of the ASEANAPOL 
Secretariat, Pol. Brig. Gen. Zaw Lin Tun. He 
expressed appreciation, gratitude, and a warm 
welcome to all delegates for their presence and 
unwavering support to ASEANAPOL. The Chairman 
�H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �G�\�Q�D�P�L�F�� �Q�D�W�X�U�H�� �R�I�� �J�O�R�E�D�O�� �F�U�L�P�H�V����
noting that criminals exploit new technologies 
and geopolitical events, which have been further 
�L�Q�W�H�Q�V�L�¿�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���Y�X�O�Q�H�U�D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���E�U�R�X�J�K�W���D�E�R�X�W���E�\���W�K�H��
COVID-19 pandemic.

He also highlighted potential future threats and 
INTERPOL’s ongoing efforts to review global policing 
goals and establish general principles for global 
data sharing. The Chairman shared ASEANAPOL's 
initiatives, including crime data collection and analysis, 
capacity-building collaborations, and upcoming 
developments such as the e-ADS mobile application 
and integrated communication with INTERPOL 
�,�������������� �+�H�� �V�W�U�R�Q�J�O�\�� �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �Q�H�F�H�V�V�L�W�\�� �I�R�U��
open communication, respect, and collaboration 
among participants to explore new possibilities and 
discover effective solutions.

13 TH  ASEANAPOL CONTACT PERSONS MEETING (A
IN ROYALE CHULAN HOTEL, 

By ASEANAPOL Secretariat
July 9-14, 2023
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CT PERSONS MEETING (ACPM) 
TEL, KUALA LUMPUR, MALAYSIA

The meeting featured three speakers from Rashtriya 
Raksha University India (RRU), the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI), and the Asian Police Sports 
Council. Their presentations focused on strengthening 
cooperation in capacity building, information sharing, 
and networking. Additionally, ASEANAPOL Dialogue 
Partners and Observers presented on current and 
future collaborations with ASEANAPOL.

On the third day of the meeting, delegates attended an 
�R�I�¿�F�L�D�O���G�L�Q�Q�H�U���K�R�V�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/���6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�L�D�W��
at the Royale Chulan Hotel and had the opportunity 
to visit Malacca. Meanwhile, on the fourth day, the 
Secretariat conducted a Tabletop Exercise (TTX) 
participated by Member Countries and moderated by 
CCC-INTERPOL and former Royal Malaysia Police 
�R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�����7�K�L�V���7�7�;���Z�D�V���L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/��
Communication and Coordination Protocol for Crisis 
Management (ACCPCM), which was unanimously 
agreed upon at the 36th ASEANAPOL Conference on 
July 28, 2016, in Kuala Lumpur. The exercise aimed 
to enhance cooperation between ASEANAPOL and 
INTERPOL.

The meeting concluded with a closing ceremony 
by the Executive Director of the ASEANAPOL 
Secretariat. In his closing remarks, he expressed 
heartfelt thanks to the delegates for their active 
involvement, which resulted in a fruitful outcome. The 
ASEANAPOL Secretariat also conveyed its sincere 
gratitude to all Member Countries, Dialogue Partners, 
and Observers for their commitment and support in 
making the region safer.
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30 TH  JOINT ASEAN SENIOR POLICE OFFICERS COURSE (J
IN SIEM REAP

The 30th���-�R�L�Q�W���$�6�(�$�1���6�H�Q�L�R�U���3�R�O�L�F�H���2�I�¿�F�H�U�V���&�R�X�U�V�H��
(JASPOC) took place from August 9 to 11, 2023, at 
the Regency Angkor Hotel in Siem Reap Province, 
Cambodia. Hosted by the Cambodian National 
Police (CNP), the event focused on "Strengthening 

Cooperation and Sharing Information among 
ASEANAPOL in Response to New Trends of 
�(�P�H�U�J�L�Q�J�� �7�U�D�Q�V�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �&�U�L�P�H�V������ �7�K�L�V�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W��
event aimed to enhance regional policing cooperation 
and address the challenges posed by transnational 
crimes.

The event saw participation from delegations of 
various ASEANAPOL Member Countries, including 
the Indonesian National Police, Lao Police Force, 
Myanmar Police Force, Philippines National Police, 
Singapore Police Force, Royal Thai Police, and 
�9�L�H�W�Q�D�P�� �2�I�¿�F�H�� �R�I�� �,�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q�� �3�R�O�L�F�H�� �$�J�H�Q�F�\���� �7�K�H��
ASEANAPOL Secretariat was represented by Pol. 
Brig. Gen. Zaw Lin Tun, the Executive Director, and 
ASP Engku Nurul 'Aini Engku Malek, Plans and 
�3�U�R�J�U�D�P�P�H�V���2�I�¿�F�H�U���,�,��

During the welcoming remarks, Pol. Brig. Gen. YOU 
�%�2�5�(�1���� �+�H�D�G�� �R�I�� �,�1�7�(�5�3�2�/���1�&�%�� �3�K�Q�R�P�� �3�H�Q�K����
expressed his gratitude to all ASEANAPOL Member 
Countries (AMCs) delegates for their continuous 
support and engagement. He extended appreciation 
to the colleagues who attended previous meetings 
such as the ADSTC, ATCM, and APFSN, which 
yielded favorable outcomes to be included in the 
agenda of the upcoming ASEANAPOL Conference 
in Lao.

The opening ceremony was graced by H.E. Pol. Lt. 
Gen. CHEA Peou, Deputy Commissioner General 
�R�I�� �W�K�H�� �&�D�P�E�R�G�L�D�Q�� �1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �3�R�O�L�F�H���� �+�H�� �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G��
the importance of sharing best practices, lessons 
�O�H�D�U�Q�H�G�����D�Q�G���F�R�Q�¿�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���I�R�V�W�H�U���F�O�R�V�H�U��
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SENIOR POLICE OFFICERS COURSE (JASPOC) 
IN SIEM REAP, CAMBODIA

cooperation and unity among ASEAN national police 
forces. Pol. Brig. Gen. Zaw Lin Tun delivered the 
�N�H�\�Q�R�W�H�� �V�S�H�H�F�K���� �K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�F�H�� �R�I��
joint efforts in combating transnational crime, drug 
�W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���� �K�X�P�D�Q�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���� �D�Q�G�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �S�U�H�V�V�L�Q�J��
issues that cross national boundaries. He stressed 
that JASPOC provides a vital platform to explore 
these topics and enhance the understanding of 
shared duties as protectors of peace and security in 
the ASEAN region.

JASPOC was established by the Chiefs of Police 
to promote collaboration, knowledge-sharing, and 
understanding among police forces within ASEAN. 
Over the course of three intensive days, participants 
delved into three prevalent forms of criminal activity: 
�G�U�X�J�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���� �K�X�P�D�Q�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���� �D�Q�G�� �F�\�E�H�U�F�U�L�P�H����
Expert speakers from the Cambodian National 
Police, Australian Federal Police, Singapore Police 
Force, and the Homeland Security Investigation 
(HSI) of the U.S. Embassy in Phnom Penh provided 
valuable insights.

The 30th JASPOC concluded successfully, with 
participants sharing and discussing the valuable 
knowledge they acquired. The ASEANAPOL 
Secretariat remains committed to supporting member 
countries and strongly urges AMCs to maintain their 
�F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �L�Q�� �F�R�P�E�D�W�L�Q�J�� �W�U�D�Q�V�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G��
crimes. Through continued cooperation and 
knowledge-sharing, ASEANAPOL aims to effectively 
address related issues and promote safety in the 
region.
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The 41st ASEANAPOL Conference was successfully 
hosted by the Lao Police Force at the Lao National 
�&�R�Q�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�� �&�H�Q�W�U�H�� �I�U�R�P�� �2�F�W�R�E�H�U�� ������ �W�R�� �������� ������������
Themed “Enhanced Partnership in Strengthening 
Peace, Security, and Stability,” the conference aimed 
to encourage police professionalism, facilitate regional 
policing cooperation, and promote collaborative 
�H�I�I�R�U�W�V���D�P�R�Q�J���S�R�O�L�F�H���R�I�¿�F�H�U�V���R�I���$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/���0�H�P�E�H�U��
Countries.

�7�K�H�� �F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�� �S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G�� �D�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�� �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�� �W�R��
address crime issues, including drug smuggling, 
�¿�U�H�D�U�P�V�� �V�P�X�J�J�O�L�Q�J���� �F�\�E�H�U�F�U�L�P�H���� �W�H�U�U�R�U�L�V�P���� �D�Q�G��
wildlife smuggling, particularly in Southeast Asia. 
It also brought together all Dialogue Partners and 
�2�E�V�H�U�Y�H�U�V�����P�D�U�N�L�Q�J���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q���S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V��
with the police chiefs of ASEAN Member Countries.
The conference reinforced the initiatives deliberated 
and agreed upon during the 40th ASEANAPOL 
Conference. It was attended by the respective 
Chiefs of National Police and their delegates from 
the Royal Brunei Police Force (RBPF), Cambodia 
National Police (CNP), Laos Police Force (LPF), 
Royal Malaysia Police (RMP), Myanmar Police Force 
(MPF), Philippine National Police (PNP), Singapore 
Police Force (SPF), Royal Thai Police (RTP), and the 
�2�I�¿�F�H�U���I�R�U���,�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q���3�R�O�L�F�H���$�J�H�Q�F�\�����2�,�3�$�����R�I���9�L�H�W��
Nam.

Dialogue Partners in attendance included the 
Australian Federal Police, Ministry of Public Security 
of the People’s Republic of China, National Police 
Agency of Japan, National Police Agency of the 

Republic of Korea, New Zealand Police, Ministry of 
Internal Affairs of the Russian Federation, Turkish 
National Police, United Kingdom National Crime 
Agency (NCA), and ASEAN Secretariat. Observers 
included the French Ministry of Interior, Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police, Fiji Police Force, National 
Police of Timor Leste, Ministry of Interior United Arab 
Emirates, Federal Bureau of Investigation of the 
United States (FBI), and International Association of 
Chiefs of Police (IACP).

The opening ceremony was graced by His Excellency 
Vilay Lakhamfong, Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Public Security of Lao PDR. In his speech, 
�K�H�� �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�F�H�� �R�I�� �X�Q�L�W�\�� �D�P�R�Q�J��
ASEANAPOL Member Countries in combating both 
traditional and non-traditional crimes. He called upon 
all member countries to strengthen cooperation in 
core crime areas to promote a safer environment 
in the region. He also stressed the importance 
of the ASEANAPOL Secretariat in coordinating 
and disseminating data to counter regional and 
transnational crimes. Finally, he expressed his 
appreciation to all delegates for their participation 
and commitment to this cause.

As part of the conference, the Joint Communique 
ceremony was held, during which Chief Brigadier 
General Khamking Phuilamanyvong of the Lao Police 
Force handed over the insignia of the conference to 
Lieutenant General Ni Linn Aung of the Myanmar 
Police Force, signalling Myanmar’s role as host of 
the 42nd ASEANAPOL Conference in 2024.

��

41 ST  ASEANAPOL CONFERENCE IN 
VIENTIANE, LAO PDR

By ASEANAPOL Secretariat
October 17-19, 2023





On 13-14 February 2024 in 
Vientiane, Lao PDR, the 38th 

ASEANAPOL Database System 
Technical Committee (ADSTC) 
�0�H�H�W�L�Q�J���Z�D�V���K�H�O�G�����7�K�L�V���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W��
meeting focused on discussing 
the current status and potential 
enhancements of the electronic 
ASEANAPOL Database System 
(e-ADS) 2.0, a crucial tool 
designed to facilitate information 
sharing among ASEANAPOL 
member countries (AMCs) to 
effectively combat transnational 
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G���F�U�L�P�H��

Background

The journey of the e-ADS 
began in 1991 at the 11th 
ASEANAPOL conference, where 
the ASEANAPOL Database 
System (A.D.S.) was proposed 
to facilitate the sharing of criminal 
information among ASEAN Police 
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� �,�Q�� ������������ �$���'���6����
�Z�D�V�� �R�I�¿�F�L�D�O�O�\�� �O�D�X�Q�F�K�H�G�� �D�W�� �W�K�H��
18th ASEANAPOL conference 
in Brunei. A decade later, at the 
2001 ASEANAPOL conference in 
Laos, a proposal to revamp the 
system was approved, appointing 
Singapore as the consortium 
leader for developing and 
implementing the new Electronic 
ASEANAPOL Database System 
(e-ADS). This revamped system 
was launched in 2006 at the 
26th ASEANAPOL conference 
�L�Q�� �0�D�O�D�\�V�L�D���� �,�Q�� ������������ �H���$�'�6�� ��������
�Z�D�V�� �R�I�¿�F�L�D�O�O�\�� �O�D�X�Q�F�K�H�G�� �G�X�U�L�Q�J��
the ASEANAPOL conference in 
Singapore. The following year, at 
the 38th ASEANAPOL conference 
in Brunei, the ASEANAPOL 
Secretariat obtained the mandate 
and support from all member 

countries to manage e-ADS 2.0. 
�2�Q���-�X�Q�H�����������������������W�K�H���V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O��
migration of e-ADS 2.0 from the 
Singapore Police Force to the 
ASEANAPOL Secretariat marked 
�D�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�� �P�L�O�H�V�W�R�Q�H���� �7�R�G�D�\����
the e-ADS system operates on 
�W�K�H�� �,�1�7�(�5�3�2�/�� �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�� ���,����������������
�H�Q�V�X�U�L�Q�J�� �H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F�� �H�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�F�\�� �D�Q�G��
data security. The current e-ADS 2.0 
includes a communication module 
designed to facilitate networking, 
engagement, dialogues, sharing 
of best practices, and information 
exchange on transnational crimes 
among AMCs.
Meeting Proceedings

The meeting was chaired by 
Police Colonel Thongkhanh 
Sysouphanthong, Director of the 
Interpol Department of the Lao 
Police Force, and co-chaired by 
Assistant Commissioner of Police 
(ACP) Dr. Bakri bin Zainal Abidin, 
Director for Police Services at the 
ASEANAPOL Secretariat, under 
the supervision of Executive 
�'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�� �'�D�Y�L�G�� �0�D�U�W�L�Q�H�]�� �9�L�Q�O�X�D�Q����
Delegates from ASEANAPOL 
Member Countries were present, 
including representatives from 
the Royal Brunei Police Force 
(RBPF), Cambodian National 
Police (CNP), Indonesian National 
Police (INP), Lao Police Force 
(LPF), Myanmar Police Force 
(MPF), Philippine National Police 
(PNP), Singapore Police Force 
(SPF), Royal Thai Police (RTP), 
�D�Q�G�� �7�K�H�� �2�I�¿�F�H�� �R�I�� �,�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q��
Police Agency, Ministry of Public 
Security (OIPA) Viet Nam.

�7�K�H�� �P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�� �Z�D�V�� �R�I�¿�F�L�D�O�O�\��
inaugurated by the Guest of 
Honour, H.E. Police Brigadier 

Kenechanh Phommachack, 
Deputy Chief of the Lao Police 
Force, Ministry of Public Security, 
and former Executive Director of 
the ASEANAPOL Secretariat. In 
his opening speech, he expressed 
appreciation for the committee’s 
relentless efforts in combating 
�W�U�D�Q�V�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G�� �F�U�L�P�H��
and encouraged participants to 
actively engage in discussions to 
enhance regional security.
Discussions and Outcomes

The appointed vendor for 
e-ADS was present alongside 
ASEANAPOL Secretariat 
representatives ACP Dr. Bakri 
bin Zainal Abidin and DSP 
Chan Yew Hiok. They provided 
updates on the system’s 
capabilities and discussed 
feasible enhancements to improve 
its functionality. Discussions 
highlighted the importance of 
continuous improvement in 
�G�L�V�D�V�W�H�U�� �Y�L�F�W�L�P�� �L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� ���'�9�,����
and crime scene investigation 
(CSI) protocols, the integration 
of advanced technologies, and 
capacity-building initiatives.

On behalf of ASEANAPOL 
�(�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H���'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U���'�D�Y�L�G���0�D�U�W�L�Q�H�]��
Vinluan, ACP Dr. Bakri Zainal 
Abidin delivered a message 
�H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �Q�H�H�G�� �W�R�� �P�D�N�H��
e-ADS a reliable tool for operational 
law enforcement activities against 
�W�U�D�Q�V�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G���F�U�L�P�H�����+�H��
concluded with a powerful call to 
action, stating, “...let us do this 
to ensure the protection of our 
children’s children future. Let us 
ensure that our children’s children 
will have a safer place to live, to 
work, and to do business.”
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STEM TECHNICAL COMMITTEE (ADSTC) MEETING
IN VIENTIANE, LAO PDR

Conclusion

The 38th ASEANAPOL Database System Technical 
Committee (ADSTC) Meeting concluded with 
the chairman expressing heartfelt gratitude to 
all participants for their active engagement and 
insightful contributions. The discussions underscored 
the critical importance of shared intelligence, cross-
�E�R�U�G�H�U�� �L�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� �D�Q�G�� �V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�L�]�H�G�� �S�U�R�F�H�G�X�U�H�V��
in enhancing forensic capabilities and effectively 
combating transnational crime. The meeting 
�H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �Q�H�H�G�� �I�R�U�� �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�R�X�V�� �L�P�S�U�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W��
�L�Q�� �G�L�V�D�V�W�H�U�� �Y�L�F�W�L�P�� �L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� ���'�9�,���� �D�Q�G�� �F�U�L�P�H��
scene investigation (CSI) protocols, the integration 
of advanced technologies, and capacity-building 
initiatives.

Ongoing collaboration among ASEANAPOL 
Database System Technical Committee professionals 
is vital for maintaining regional security. By fostering 
cooperation, sharing best practices, and committing 
to continuous capacity-building, ASEANAPOL 
member states can establish a formidable network 
to address the complexities of transnational crime. 
The integration of advanced technologies into the 
ASEANAPOL Database System (e-ADS) 2.0 and the 
emphasis on joint training programs and workshops 
�Z�L�O�O���H�Q�K�D�Q�F�H���W�K�H���W�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O���S�U�R�¿�F�L�H�Q�F�\���D�Q�G���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
readiness of forensic units across the region. These 
efforts pave the way for a safer and more secure 
�$�6�(�$�1�����H�Q�V�X�U�L�Q�J���D���V�D�I�H�U���I�X�W�X�U�H���I�R�U���D�O�O���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���L�Q���W�K�H��
region.
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On March 22, 2024, ASEANAPOL Executive 
�'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�� �'�D�Y�L�G�� �0�D�U�W�L�Q�H�]�� �9�L�Q�O�X�D�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �'�6�3�� �6�X�U�H�V�K��
Subramaniam met with Police Brigadier General Dr. 
A. Nyoman Eddy Purnama Wirawas, Head of the 
Police Medicine Bureau of the Indonesia National 
Police, in Jakarta, Indonesia. This meeting, a prelude 
to the upcoming 6th ASEAN Police Forensic Science 
Network (APFSN) Meeting in Vientiane, Lao PDR, 
focused on developing sustainable programs for 
ASEAN law enforcement agencies. Discussions 
highlighted the need for continuous improvement 
�L�Q�� �G�L�V�D�V�W�H�U�� �Y�L�F�W�L�P�� �L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� ���'�9�,���� �D�Q�G�� �F�U�L�P�H��
scene investigation (CSI) protocols, the integration 
of advanced technologies, and capacity-building 
�L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H�V���� �%�R�W�K�� �S�D�U�W�L�H�V�� �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H��
�R�I�� �U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O�� �F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���� �V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�L�]�H�G�� �S�U�R�F�H�G�X�U�H�V����
and the sharing of best practices to enhance forensic 
capabilities and effectively combat transnational 
crime.

On May 28 and 29, 2024, the 6th ASEAN Police 
Forensic Science Network (APFSN) Meeting took 
�S�O�D�F�H�� �L�Q�� �9�L�H�Q�W�L�D�Q�H���� �/�D�R�� �3�'�5���� �7�K�L�V�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�� �H�Y�H�Q�W��
was hosted by the Lao Police Force (LPF), following 
�W�K�H�L�U���V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H������st ASEANAPOL 
�&�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���� �7�K�H�� �P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�� �Z�D�V�� �R�I�¿�F�L�D�O�O�\�� �R�S�H�Q�H�G�� �E�\��
Police Brigadier General Latsamee Xayyakham, 
Deputy Director General of the General Department 
of Police, Ministry of Public Security. Police Senior 
Superintendent Dr. Sumy Hastri Purwanti of the 
Indonesia National Police served as the Chairperson 
for the APFSN. The primary objectives were to 
discuss progressive plans and implement the Terms 
of Reference (TOR) and Guidelines for Disaster Victim 
�,�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� ���'�9�,���� �D�Q�G�� �&�U�L�P�H�� �6�F�H�Q�H�� �,�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q��
(CSI) within the APFSN.

Representatives from the ASEANAPOL Secretariat 
attended, including Assistant Commissioner of Police 
Dr. Bakri Zainal Abidin, Director for Police Services, 
and Assistant Superintendent of Police Nithia Perumal, 
�3�R�O�L�F�H�� �6�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V�� �2�I�¿�F�H�U�� �,�,���� �X�Q�G�H�U�� �W�K�H�� �V�X�S�H�U�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�� �R�I��
�(�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H���'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U���'�D�Y�L�G���0�D�U�W�L�Q�H�]���9�L�Q�O�X�D�Q�����'�H�O�H�J�D�W�H�V��
from ASEANAPOL Member Countries (AMCs) were 
also present, including representatives from the Royal 
Brunei Police Force (RBPF), Cambodian National 
Police (CNP), Indonesian National Police (INP), LPF, 
Myanmar Police Force (MPF), Philippine National 
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FORENSIC SCIENCE NETWORK (APFSN) MEETING
IN VIENTIANE, LAO PDR

Police (PNP), Singapore Police Force (SPF), Royal 
�7�K�D�L�� �3�R�O�L�F�H�� ���5�7�3������ �D�Q�G�� �7�K�H�� �2�I�¿�F�H�� �R�I�� �,�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q��
Police Agency (OIPA) Viet Nam.

The ASEAN Police Forensic Science Network 
���$�3�)�6�1�����F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H���F�K�D�L�U�S�H�U�V�R�Q�V�K�L�S���I�R�U���'�9�,���&�6�,���Z�D�V��
handed over to the Indonesia National Police at the 
���W�K���F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���L�Q���&�D�P�E�R�G�L�D�����U�H�À�H�F�W�L�Q�J���D���F�R�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�H�G��
effort among ASEAN member states to manage 
forensic science initiatives. The 6th APFSN meeting in 
�/�D�R���3�'�5���H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G���W�K�H���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�L�W�\���R�I���F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q��
efforts, providing a platform for further discussion 
and progress in forensic science cooperation. 
These meetings are crucial for reviewing the TOR 
�D�Q�G�� �*�X�L�G�H�O�L�Q�H�V�� �I�R�U�� �'�9�,���&�6�,���� �F�D�S�D�F�L�W�\�� �E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J����
intelligence sharing, and enhancing cooperation 
among ASEANAPOL forensic law enforcement 
professionals.

The continued collaboration among ASEAN forensic 
law enforcement professionals is vital in effectively 
combating transnational crime. The sustained efforts 
�H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�� �W�K�H�� �L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H�� �R�I�� �V�K�D�U�H�G�� �L�Q�W�H�O�O�L�J�H�Q�F�H����
cross-border investigations, capacity building, and the 
�K�D�U�P�R�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���O�H�J�D�O���I�U�D�P�H�Z�R�U�N�V�����7�K�H�V�H���L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H�V��
�D�O�V�R���D�L�P���W�R���I�R�V�W�H�U���S�X�E�O�L�F���F�R�Q�¿�G�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���W�U�X�V�W���L�Q���O�D�Z��
enforcement agencies.

The efforts and initiatives outlined during the APFSN 
meetings demonstrate a concerted commitment 
among ASEAN member states to work together in 
addressing the challenges posed by transnational 
crime. We encourage all ASEANAPOL Member 
Countries to actively support the APFSN and 
other initiatives spearheaded by the ASEANAPOL 
Secretariat. By enhancing collaboration, sharing best 
practices, and committing to continuous capacity-
building, we can create a formidable network of 
�'�L�V�D�V�W�H�U�� �9�L�F�W�L�P�� �,�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� ���'�9�,���� �D�Q�G�� �&�U�L�P�H��
Scene Investigation (CSI) practitioners. Through 
sustained collaboration and cooperation in forensic 
law enforcement, ASEAN member states are better 
equipped to tackle the complexities of transnational 
crime and ensure a safer region for all. Let us unite 
in our efforts to build a future where transnational 
crimes are effectively countered through coordinated 
regional initiatives, ensuring a safer and more secure 
ASEAN for generations to come.

12
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The 12th ASEANAPOL Training Cooperation 
Meeting (ATCM) was held in Vientiane, Lao PDR, 
�I�U�R�P�� �-�X�Q�H�� ������ �W�R�� �������� ������������ �7�K�L�V�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�� �H�Y�H�Q�W��
saw the representation of Police Senior Lieutenant 
Colonel Nguyen Huu Ngoc, Director for Plans and 
Programmes (DPP), and Assistant Superintendent 
of Police Engku Nurul ‘Aini Engku Malek, under 
the supervision of Executive Director David 
�0�D�U�W�L�Q�H�]�� �9�L�Q�O�X�D�Q���� �7�K�H�� �P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�� �J�D�W�K�H�U�H�G�� ������ �I�R�U�H�L�J�Q��
�U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Y�H�V�� �I�U�R�P�� ���� �$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/�� �P�H�P�E�H�U��
countries (AMCs), including the Cambodian National 
Police (CNP), Indonesian National Police (INP), Lao 
Police Force (LPF), Myanmar Police Force (MPF), 
Singapore Police Force (SPF), Royal Thai Police 
���5�7�3�������D�Q�G���W�K�H���2�I�¿�F�H���R�I���,�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q���3�R�O�L�F�H���$�J�H�Q�F�\����
Vietnam (OIPA). Additionally, four Dialogue Partners 
(DPs)—the Australian Federal Police (AFP), the 
Ministry of Public Security of China, the New Zealand 
Police (NZP), and the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the 
Russian Federation—were in attendance, along with 
three Observers (OBs): the United States Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI), Gulf Cooperation 
Council Police (GCCPOL), and the Ministry of Interior 
of Italy. The meeting also saw the participation of 50 
�S�R�O�L�F�H���R�I�¿�F�H�U�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���/�D�R���3�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���3�R�O�L�F�H���$�F�D�G�H�P�\��
and other Police Departments.

The delegates from AMCs, DPs, and OBs were 
warmly welcomed by H.E. Police Major General 
Khamking Phuilamanyvong, Deputy Minister of 
Public Security, along with the Ministry of Public 
Security and the LPF. Major General Phuilamanyvong 
�H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�L�V�� �P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�� �L�V�� �R�Q�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �N�H�\��
�V�L�G�H�O�L�Q�H�� �H�Y�H�Q�W�V�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �/�3�)�� �L�Q�� ������������ �+�H��

highlighted the 12th ATCM as a valuable platform 
for AMCs to exchange experiences, best practices, 
and collaborative efforts in capacity building and 
training initiatives. Furthermore, he underscored the 
importance of strengthening collaborations with DPs 
�D�Q�G���2�%�V���W�R���D�F�K�L�H�Y�H���F�R�P�P�R�Q���J�R�D�O�V���D�Q�G���P�D�[�L�P�L�]�H���W�K�H��
impact of various projects and initiatives, particularly 
by building strong relationships and partnerships with 
key stakeholders.

Following the welcome remarks, Police Colonel 
Oday Thilanda Ph.D., Director General of the 
People’s Police Academy for Lao PDR, delivered 
the opening speech. He highlighted the importance 
of collaboration among police education institutions 
�D�F�U�R�V�V�� �$�0�&�V���� �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �Q�H�F�H�V�V�L�W�\�� �R�I�� �M�R�L�Q�W��
efforts to bridge gaps in policing capabilities, both 
academically and operationally. This vision is crucial 
for improving the effectiveness of regional law 
enforcement agencies in combating transnational 
crime and ensuring regional security. Police Colonel 
�2�G�D�\�� �7�K�L�O�D�Q�G�D�� �3�K���'���� �R�I�¿�F�L�D�O�O�\�� �L�Q�D�X�J�X�U�D�W�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �����W�K��
ATCM, paving the way for discussions focused on 
strengthening regional cooperation, sharing best 
practices, and enhancing training collaboration 
among law enforcement agencies within AMCs and 
with DPs and OBs.

During the meeting, Police Senior Lieutenant Colonel 
Nguyen Huu Ngoc, ASEANAPOL’s Director for Plans 
and Programmes (DPP), delivered a presentation 
updating the status of training cooperation for AMCs. 
Key aspects discussed included Capacity Building 
and Training (CBTs) Statistics and Calendar for 
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AMCs, factors shaping policing capability building for 
AMCs, and strategies for developing a comprehensive 
approach to policing capability training.

The meeting then proceeded with country 
presentations, where Heads of Delegation from the 
AMCs briefed on their respective training activities. 
�7�K�H�V�H�� �S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �F�R�Y�H�U�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I��
obstacles and challenges faced by national law 
�H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W�� �D�J�H�Q�F�L�H�V���� �S�U�L�R�U�L�W�L�]�H�G�� �W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�� �Q�H�H�G�V����
exchange of good practices and training resources, 
and proposals and recommendations for better 
coordination of future training activities. The Royal 
Malaysia Police (RMP) and the Philippine National 
Police (PNP) sent pre-recorded videos showcasing 
their efforts in coordinating national law enforcement 
training.

Representatives from the AFP, Ministry of Public 
Security of China, NZP, Ministry of Internal Affairs 
of the Russian Federation, FBI, GCCPOL, and the 
Ministry of Interior of Italy also delivered presentations. 
They outlined their current and future collaboration 
plans with ASEANAPOL and its member countries, 
�V�K�R�Z�F�D�V�L�Q�J���S�R�O�L�F�L�Q�J���F�D�S�D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���W�K�D�W���F�R�X�O�G���E�H�Q�H�¿�W���W�K�H��
law enforcement agencies of AMCs. They provided 
updates on training courses planned for 2024 and 
2025, sharing insights and experiences aimed 
at bolstering the capacity of AMCs in combating 
�W�U�D�Q�V�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G���F�U�L�P�H��

In conclusion, the Chairperson thanked all attendees 
for their valuable input and ideas shared during 
�W�K�H�� �P�H�H�W�L�Q�J���� �7�K�H�\�� �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H�� �R�I��

regional and international cooperation in combating 
�W�U�D�Q�V�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �F�U�L�P�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �U�H�L�W�H�U�D�W�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�F�H��
of the meeting in strengthening relationships between 
AMCs, DPs, and OBs. The Chairperson expressed 
optimism that these collaborations would promote 
capacity-building initiatives and facilitate information 
exchange across borders. Lastly, the Chairperson 
wished all participants ongoing success in their 
respective endeavors and announced that the 13th 
ASEANAPOL Training Cooperation Meeting will be 
hosted by the Myanmar Police Force in 2025.
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The 14th ASEAN National 
Police (ASEANAPOL) Contact 
Persons Meeting was held in 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, from 
June 30 to July 5, 2024. This 
�V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�� �H�Y�H�Q�W�� �E�U�R�X�J�K�W�� �W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U��
key representatives and contact 
persons from various police 
forces across ASEAN member 
states, Dialogue Partners, and 
Observers. The meeting served 
as a platform for discussing 
collaborative strategies, sharing 
best practices, and enhancing 
regional and global cooperation 
in addressing transnational 
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G�� �F�U�L�P�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �H�P�H�U�J�L�Q�J��
security challenges. These 
discussions were a prelude to the 
forthcoming 42nd ASEANAPOL 
Conference, scheduled to be 
hosted by the Myanmar Police 
Force in Nay Pyi Taw from October 
21 to 23, 2024. The dynamic and 
culturally rich backdrop of Kuala 
Lumpur provided an ideal setting 
for fostering mutual understanding 
and strengthening bonds among 

law enforcement agencies in the 
ASEAN region and beyond.

�5�H�À�H�F�W�L�Q�J�� �R�Q�� �$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/�¶�V��
�K�L�V�W�R�U�\���� �W�K�H�� �¿�U�V�W�� �I�R�U�P�D�O�� �P�H�H�W�L�Q�J��
of the Chiefs of ASEAN National 
�3�R�O�L�F�H�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �W�R�R�N�� �S�O�D�F�H��
from October 21 to 23, 1981, 
in Manila, Philippines. This 
historic gathering aimed to 
enhance regional cooperation 
and collaboration among ASEAN 
�1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �3�R�O�L�F�H�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V����
focusing on strategies for improving 
law enforcement and crime 
control. The meeting concluded 
with the signing of ASEANAPOL’s 
�¿�U�V�W���M�R�L�Q�W���V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W�����H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�L�Q�J���D��
foundation for ongoing cooperation 
�D�Q�G���V�H�W�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�W�D�J�H���I�R�U���D���X�Q�L�¿�H�G��
approach to addressing regional 
security challenges. The founding 
members in 1981 included 
the Chiefs of Police from the 
Philippines, Malaysia, Singapore, 
Thailand, and Indonesia. Over 
the years, ASEANAPOL’s 
membership expanded to include 

the Royal Brunei Police Force 
in 1984, the People’s Police 
�L�Q�� �9�L�H�W�Q�D�P�� ���Q�R�Z�� �W�K�H�� �2�I�¿�F�H�� �R�I��
Investigation Police Agency) in 
1996, the Lao Police Force and 
Myanmar Police Force in 1998, 
and the Cambodia National 
Police in 2000. This expansion 
strengthened ASEANAPOL’s 
collective resolve against crime 
�D�Q�G���W�U�D�Q�V�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G���F�U�L�P�H����
enhancing regional security and 
�F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���X�Q�L�¿�H�G���D�F�W�L�R�Q��
and collaboration among member 
states.

The ACPM was attended by 
Contact Persons from the 
ASEANAPOL Member Countries: 
Royal Brunei Police Force 
(RBPF), Cambodian National 
Police (CNP), Indonesian National 
Police (INP), Lao Police Force 
(LPF), Royal Malaysia Police 
(RMP), Myanmar Police Force 
(MPF), Singapore Police Force 
(SPF), Philippine National Police 
(PNP), Royal Thai Police (RTP), 
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�D�Q�G���W�K�H���2�I�¿�F�H���I�R�U���,�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q���3�R�O�L�F�H���$�J�H�Q�F�\�����2�,�3�$������
Vietnam. Representatives from ASEANAPOL’s eight 
Dialogue Partners and nine Observers were also 
in attendance. Police Captain Maricel Jaucian and 
�1�8�3���5�X�W�K���6�L�V�R�Q���R�I�� �W�K�H���,�$�,�$�'�� �'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�D�W�H���I�R�U���3�O�D�Q�V��
PNP’s ASEANAPOL Contact Persons participated in 
�W�K�H���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�����3�R�O�L�F�H���&�R�O�R�Q�H�O���'�D�Y�L�G���0�D�U�W�L�Q�H�]���9�L�Q�O�X�D�Q����
�D���E�R�Q�D�¿�G�H���P�H�P�E�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���3�K�L�O�L�S�S�L�Q�H���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���3�R�O�L�F�H��
and the 8th Executive Director of the ASEANAPOL 
Secretariat, presided over the meeting. He was the 
�¿�U�V�W���3�1�3���R�I�¿�F�H�U���W�R���E�H���G�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�H�G���W�R���W�K�L�V���S�R�V�W�����&�R�O�R�Q�H�O��
Vinluan expressed his delight in hosting this esteemed 
gathering of law enforcement professionals from 
across the region and beyond. As the 43rd anniversary 
of ASEANAPOL approached, it was a moment to 
�U�H�À�H�F�W���R�Q���L�W�V���I�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�H���S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V���D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�G����
�,�Q�V�S�L�U�H�G���E�\���'�U�����-�R�V�H���5�L�]�D�O�¶�V���W�L�P�H�O�H�V�V���Z�L�V�G�R�P�����³�7�K�R�V�H��
who do not know how to look back at where they 
came from will never reach their destination,” the 
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G�� �W�R�� �V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�H�Q�� �L�W�V�� �O�H�J�D�F�\�� �R�I��
cooperation in combating transnational crime.

This meeting was pivotal in reinforcing partnerships 
and formulating robust strategies against regional 
and global security threats. Participants actively 
engaged in discussions on the implementation of the 
41st ASEANAPOL Joint Communique, which covered 
14 core areas: �L�O�O�L�F�L�W�� �G�U�X�J�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���� �W�H�U�U�R�U�L�V�P����
�D�U�P�V�� �V�P�X�J�J�O�L�Q�J���� �K�X�P�D�Q�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J��
�L�Q�� �S�H�U�V�R�Q�V���� �P�D�U�L�W�L�P�H�� �I�U�D�X�G���� �Z�L�O�G�O�L�I�H�� �F�U�L�P�H����
�F�R�P�P�H�U�F�L�D�O���F�U�L�P�H�����E�D�Q�N���R�I�I�H�Q�V�H�V���D�Q�G���F�U�H�G�L�W���F�D�U�G��
�I�U�D�X�G���� �F�\�E�H�U�F�U�L�P�H���� �I�U�D�X�G�X�O�H�Q�W�� �W�U�D�Y�H�O�� �G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�V����
�W�U�D�Q�V�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �I�U�D�X�G���� �W�K�H�� �(�O�H�F�W�U�R�Q�L�F�� �$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/��
�'�D�W�D�E�D�V�H�� �6�\�V�W�H�P�� ���H���$�'�6������ �0�X�W�X�D�O���$�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�� �L�Q��
�&�U�L�P�L�Q�D�O�� �0�D�W�W�H�U�V���� �(�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H�� �R�I�� �3�H�U�V�R�Q�Q�H�O�� �D�Q�G��
�7�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���3�U�R�J�U�D�P�V���D�P�R�Q�J���$�6�(�$�1���3�R�O�L�F�H���)�R�U�F�H�V����
�D�Q�G���W�K�H���$�6�(�$�1���3�R�O�L�F�H���)�R�U�H�Q�V�L�F���6�F�L�H�Q�F�H���1�H�W�Z�R�U�N����
The sessions were designed not only to inspire action 
but also to deepen collaboration.

Furthermore, this meeting set the stage for the 
forthcoming 42nd ASEANAPOL Conference, to be 
hosted by the Myanmar Police Force from October 
21 to 23, 2024. During this gathering, the 10 Chiefs 
of ASEAN National Police, Dialogue Partners, and 
�2�E�V�H�U�Y�H�U�V���Z�R�X�O�G���F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�H���W�R���P�D�N�H���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q�V��
impacting collective security. The culmination of the 
meeting was marked by the sharing of valuable inputs, 
best practices, and networking opportunities among 
the participants. These interactions strengthened 
the professional bonds between ASEAN and global 
police forces and enhanced their collective capability 
to address shared security challenges. Executive 
Director Vinluan encouraged the participants to 
�V�H�L�]�H�� �W�K�L�V�� �R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\�� �W�R�� �V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�H�Q�� �E�R�Q�G�V�� �D�Q�G��

explore innovative approaches together. In the 
words of Former Philippine President Fidel Ramos, 
one of the founding fathers of ASEANAPOL, “Good 
governance depends on the ability to communicate; 
�D�Q�G�� �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �À�R�Z�V�� �W�Z�R�� �Z�D�\�V�� �±�� �X�S�Z�D�U�G�V�� �D�Q�G��
downwards, around and among people.” He further 
�H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G���I�R�V�W�H�U�L�Q�J���D���F�X�O�W�X�U�H���R�I���R�S�H�Q���G�L�D�O�R�J�X�H���D�Q�G��
two-way communication throughout the deliberations.



14 TH  ASEANAPOL CONTACT PERSONS MEETING – 
TABLETOP EXERCISE AND SIMULATION

From July 1 to 4, 2024, the 14th ASEANAPOL 
Contact Persons Meeting (ACPM) convened in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia, bringing together approximately 
������ �U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Y�H�V�� �I�U�R�P�� ������ �$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/�� �0�H�P�E�H�U��
Countries (AMCs), including the Royal Brunei Police 
Force (RBPF), Cambodian National Police (CNP), 
Indonesian National Police (INP), Lao Police Force 
(LPF), Royal Malaysia Police (RMP), Myanmar 
Police Force (MPF), Philippine National Police (PNP), 
Singapore Police Force (SPF), Royal Thai Police 
(RTP), and Vietnam Police Force (VPF). Additionally, 
the meeting was attended by 8 Dialogue Partners 
(DPs) and 9 Observers (OBs).

�2�Q�� �-�X�O�\�� ������ �3�R�O�L�F�H�� �&�R�O�R�Q�H�O�� �'�D�Y�L�G�� �0�D�U�W�L�Q�H�]�� �9�L�Q�O�X�D�Q����
the 8th Executive Director of the ASEANAPOL 
Secretariat, opened the session and underscored the 
importance of the tabletop and simulation exercises. 
These exercises, moderated by ACP Dr. Bakri Zainal 
Abidin, Director for Police Services, with assistance 
from RMP Superintendent Saravanan Kanniappan, 
NCB Malaysia, and RMP’s DVI and CSI subject-
�P�D�W�W�H�U���H�[�S�H�U�W�V�����D�L�P�H�G���W�R���I�D�P�L�O�L�D�U�L�]�H���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�Q�W�V���Z�L�W�K��
the ASEANAPOL Communication and Coordination 
Protocol (ACCPCM) and the Electronic ASEANAPOL 
Database System (eADS). The goal was to enhance 
collective preparedness and response capabilities in 
the event of any untoward incidents.

Executive Director Vinluan wholeheartedly 
endorsed the 'Good Neighbour' Concept, signifying 
�$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/�¶�V�� �F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W�� �W�R�� �S�U�L�R�U�L�W�L�]�L�Q�J�� �P�X�W�X�D�O��
assistance and support among neighbouring 
countries. This initiative fostered stronger regional 
bonds and set a commendable global standard for 
�V�R�O�L�G�D�U�L�W�\�� �D�Q�G�� �F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���� �9�L�Q�O�X�D�Q�� �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G�� �W�K�H��
critical importance of collective action in addressing 
complex transnational challenges such as cybercrime, 
�W�H�U�U�R�U�L�V�P���� �L�O�O�L�F�L�W�� �G�U�X�J�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���� �D�Q�G�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�� �L�Q��
persons. By pooling resources, expertise, and efforts, 
ASEANAPOL members enhanced their capacity 
to effectively respond to these threats, reinforcing 
stability and security across the region and beyond.

�7�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �W�K�L�V�� �F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W���� �$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/�� �U�H�D�I�¿�U�P�H�G��
its dedication to promoting peace, prosperity, and 
�V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H�� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���� �7�K�H�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�L�P�H�G��
to create a more resilient and interconnected 
ASEANAPOL community, better equipped to navigate 
the evolving security challenges of the 21st century. 
ASEANAPOL’s mission, "Preventing and Combating 
Transnational Crime through a greater nexus and 
creative policing collaboration," along with its vision, 
"Together We Keep This Region Safe," and its motto, 
"Fight Crimes, Love Humanity and Help Delinquents," 
underscored the collective effort to build a secure and 
thriving region.

����

By ASEANAPOL Secretariat
July 1-4, 2024



 – 

The Lao Police Force commenced 
preparations for the highly 
anticipated 41st ASEANAPOL 
Conference with a pivotal two-
day pre-coordination meeting on 
August 30th, 2023. The conference, 
scheduled to take place in 
Vientiane, Laos, from October 
���� th to 19th, 2023, was the 
focal point of this meticulously 
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G���J�D�W�K�H�U�L�Q�J�����,�W�V���S�U�L�P�D�U�\��
aim was to create a collaborative 
and harmonious foundation for 
the successful execution of the 
event, ensuring all logistical 
and procedural aspects were 
thoroughly planned and 
coordinated.

The meeting began with a 
warm welcome from Pol. 
Brig. Gen. Kenechanh 
PHOMMACHAK, Deputy Chief 
of the Lao Police Force, who 
expressed gratitude for hosting 
�W�K�H�� �H�Y�H�Q�W�� �D�Q�G�� �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G�� �W�K�H��
honor of hosting the annual 
Chief of ASEANAPOL Police 
Conference. He highlighted 
the importance of such 
gatherings in fostering regional 
cooperation and enhancing the 
collective capability of ASEAN 
member countries in tackling 
transnational crime. Pol. Brig. 
Gen. Zaw Lin Tun, Executive 
Director of the ASEANAPOL 
Secretariat, served as the Co-
�&�K�D�L�U�P�D�Q���� �V�\�P�E�R�O�L�]�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H��
cooperative spirit of the occasion 
�D�Q�G���X�Q�G�H�U�V�F�R�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�F�H��
of partnership in ensuring the 
success of the conference.

Key discussions during the 
meeting included an overview of 
�W�K�H�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V��
40th ASEANAPOL Conference 
in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, 
presented by Pol. Brig. Gen. You 

Boren. This provided valuable 
insights and lessons learned, 
which were crucial for planning 
the upcoming conference. The 
agenda for the 41st ASEANAPOL 
Conference was also deliberated, 
covering a wide range of topics, 

including commission discussions 
and working group meetings, with 
chairpersons appointed from the 
host country. Pol. Brig. Gen. Zaw 
Lin Tun provided insights into 
crucial elements for the successful 
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H����
such as the distribution of 
invitations, adherence to meeting 
protocols, and the involvement 
of rapporteurs and assistant 

rapporteurs to ensure smooth 
proceedings.

Following the meeting, a site 
visit to the National Convention 
Center in Vientiane, the 
conference venue, took place. 

The site inspection group 
reviewed venue settings for 
different conference sessions, 
ensuring that the facilities were 
adequate and that logistical 
arrangements were in place. 
They also provided instructions 
on session procedures to 
�H�Q�V�X�U�H�� �D�� �V�H�D�P�O�H�V�V�� �À�R�Z�� �R�I��
events during the conference. 
In closing, Chairman Pol. 
Brig. Gen. Kenechanh 
PHOMMACHAK expressed 
his appreciation for the active 
engagement and contributions 
�R�I���D�O�O���G�H�O�H�J�D�W�H�V�����+�H���H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G��
the importance of compiling an 
up-to-date contact list for those 
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�� �D�Q�G��
related meetings, expressing 
anticipation for a fruitful and 
successful 41st ASEANAPOL 
Conference in October.

With the meeting's conclusion 
on August 31st, 2023, in 
�9�L�H�Q�W�L�D�Q�H�����/�D�R�V���3�'�5�����V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W��
progress had been made in the 
preparations for this prestigious 
event. The thorough planning 
and active collaboration among 
the participants set a positive 

tone for the upcoming conference, 
ensuring that it would be a 
successful and impactful gathering 
of ASEANAPOL members. The 
meticulous efforts put into the pre-
coordination meeting highlighted 
the commitment of all involved 
parties to fostering regional 
security and cooperation through 
effective policing strategies and 
shared goals.

ASEANAPOL SECRETARIAT ATTENDED THE 
PRE-COORDINATION MEETING FOR THE 

41 ST  ASEANAPOL CONFERENCE

By ASEANAPOL Secretariat
August 30, 2024
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On August 20, 2024, in Vientiane, Lao PDR, the 
31st �-�R�L�Q�W�� �$�6�(�$�1�� �3�R�O�L�F�H�� �6�H�Q�L�R�U�� �2�I�¿�F�H�U�� �&�R�X�U�V�H��
(JASPOC) took place, with ASEANAPOL 
�6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�L�D�W�� �(�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H�� �'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�� �'�D�Y�L�G�� �0�D�U�W�L�Q�H�]��
Vinluan and Police Senior Lieutenant Colonel 
Nguyen Huu Ngoc, Director for Plans and 
Programmes, in attendance. The event was 
hosted by the Lao Police Force under the 
chairmanship of Ms. Vanpheng Phommixay, 
Head of the International Police Department of 
the Lao Ministry of Public Security.

�7�K�H���R�S�H�Q�L�Q�J���F�H�U�H�P�R�Q�\���Z�D�V���R�I�¿�F�L�D�W�H�G���E�\���3�R�O�L�F�H��
Brigadier General Kongsavath Bounlieng, 
Deputy Chief of the Lao Police Force under 
the Ministry of Public Security, who served as 
the guest of honor. He highlighted JASPOC's 
importance as a key training program aimed at 
enhancing cooperation among ASEAN member 

countries in addressing various forms of crime.
�6�H�Q�L�R�U���S�R�O�L�F�H���R�I�¿�F�H�U�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���������$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/��
member countries participated in the event, 
representing the Royal Brunei Police Force, 
Cambodia National Police, Indonesia National 
Police, Lao Police Force, Royal Malaysia Police, 
Myanmar Police Force, Philippine National 
Police, Singapore Police Force, Royal Thai 
�3�R�O�L�F�H���� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �2�I�¿�F�H�� �I�R�U�� �,�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q�� �3�R�O�L�F�H��
Agency of Vietnam.

�.�H�\���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�Q���W�R�S�L�F�V���V�X�F�K���D�V���7�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J��
�L�Q�� �3�H�U�V�R�Q�V���� �&�\�E�H�U�F�U�L�P�H���� �,�O�O�L�F�L�W�� �'�U�X�J�� �7�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J����
and Telecom Fraud were delivered by invited 
resource persons from the Homeland Security 
�2�I�¿�F�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �8�6�� �(�P�E�D�V�V�\�� �L�Q�� �/�D�R�� �3�'�5���� �W�K�H��
Australian Federal Police, the Russian and 
Chinese Embassies, and the Lao Police Force.

31 ST  JOINT ASEANAPOL SENIOR OFFI

By ASEANAPOL Secretariat
August 20, 2024

“2024 ASEANAPOL SIDELINE MEETINGS”



APOL SENIOR OFFICER COURSE (JASPOC) 

In his opening remarks, Police Brigadier General Kongsavath Bounlieng underscored that the 
JASPOC training was critical for promoting collaboration in combating transnational crime, sharing 
�E�H�V�W���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V�����D�Q�G���O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�V���R�I���R�W�K�H�U���S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O�V���L�Q���W�K�H���¿�H�O�G�����+�H���H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G��
�W�K�D�W���W�K�H���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���R�I�I�H�U�H�G���D�Q���L�Q�Y�D�O�X�D�E�O�H���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���I�R�U���V�H�Q�L�R�U���R�I�¿�F�H�U�V���I�U�R�P���$�6�(�$�1���P�H�P�E�H�U���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V��
to gain insights and acquire expertise, which will be essential for future challenges.

The 31st JASPOC spans three days, from August 20 to 22, 2024, and includes four sessions focused 
on vital crime-related issues. In October 2024, the chairmanship will be passed on to the Myanmar 
Police Force at the 42nd ASEANAPOL Conference.

The course fostered a creative and collaborative atmosphere, encouraging open discussions and the 
�H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H���R�I���O�H�V�V�R�Q�V���R�Q���D�Q�W�L���F�U�L�P�H���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�H�V�����7�R�S�L�F�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���F�U�L�P�H���S�U�H�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�W�L���G�U�X�J���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J����
�K�X�P�D�Q�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���� �W�H�O�H�F�R�P�� �I�U�D�X�G���� �F�\�E�H�U�F�U�L�P�H���� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �¿�J�K�W�� �D�J�D�L�Q�V�W�� �W�U�D�Q�V�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �W�H�U�U�R�U�L�V�P���� �7�K�H��
forum also provided an opportunity for member countries to discuss and facilitate cooperation on 
mechanisms for mutual assistance and support within ASEAN and beyond.
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From June 13 to 15, 2023, the Regional French 
Police Attache in Singapore, in collaboration with 
the International Security Cooperation Directorate 
(DCIS) of the French Ministry of Interior and the 
�6�L�Q�J�D�S�R�U�H�� �3�R�O�L�F�H�� �)�R�U�F�H�� ���6�3�)������ �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G�� �W�K�H��
Regional Anti-Scam Conference on Countering 
Cyber-Scam Through Partnership & International 
Cooperation in Singapore. The conference was 
attended by representatives from the ASEANAPOL 
�6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�L�D�W���� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J�� �6�X�S�H�U�L�Q�W�H�Q�G�H�Q�W�� �$�]�U�X�O�� �+�L�V�K�D�P��
Mohd Shaffei, Head of Administrative and Technical 
Staff, and Deputy Superintendent of Police Suresh 
�6�X�E�U�D�P�D�Q�L�D�P���� �3�O�D�Q�V���	�� �3�U�R�J�U�D�P�P�H�V���2�I�¿�F�H�U���,�� ���3�3�2��
I). Participants also included law enforcement 
forces from ten ASEANAPOL member countries—
Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Brunei, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and 
Vietnam-as well as the Australian Federal Police, 
INTERPOL, and the U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security.

The conference commenced with an opening 
address by Ms. Sun Xueling, Singapore’s Minister 
of State for the Ministry of Home Affairs & Ministry 
of Social and Family Development. Ms. Sun Xueling 
�K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�� �R�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H�V���� �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�L�Q�J��
�W�K�D�W���¿�J�K�W�L�Q�J���V�F�D�P�V���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�V���D���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Y�H���J�O�R�E�D�O���H�I�I�R�U�W��
and collaboration among participating countries to 
disrupt scammers' operations and protect the public.
Titled “Regional Anti-Scam Conference on Countering 

Cyber-Scam Through Partnership & International 
Cooperation,” the event aimed to equip participants 
with the knowledge to prevent scammers from 
reaching victims and to enhance public education 
efforts on self-protection measures. The conference 
also underscored the importance of collaboration 
between government departments.

Throughout the three-day conference, participants 
gained valuable insights and learned new techniques 
to effectively detect and prevent cyber scams. The 
knowledge and skills acquired during the training will 
�V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�O�\�� �F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �V�K�D�U�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� �L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q��
on the latest scam variants in their respective 
jurisdictions, ensuring the safety of the ASEAN 
region. Additionally, the workshop provided a unique 
opportunity for participants to establish professional 
relationships with key contacts from various border 
enforcement agencies in member countries.

The ASEANAPOL Secretariat expressed gratitude 
to the International Security Cooperation Directorate 
(DCIS) of the French Ministry of Interior and the 
Singapore Police Force (SPF) for their instrumental 
role in enhancing collective efforts to combat crime and 
ensure the safety and security of the ASEAN region. 
The Secretariat also looked forward to advanced 
�W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V���W�D�U�J�H�W�L�Q�J���O�D�Z���H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I�¿�F�H�U�V��
in ASEAN member countries to further address the 
issue of countering cyber scams in the future.

ASEANAPOL SECRETARIAT PARTICIPATED 
IN THE REGIONAL ANTI-SCAM CONFERENCE 

ON COUNTERING CYBER-SCAM THROUGH 
PARTNERSHIP & INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION IN 

SINGAPORE

By ASEANAPOL Secretariat
June 13-15, 2023
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�2�Q�� �$�X�J�X�V�W�� �������� ������������ �W�K�H�� �$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/�� �6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�L�D�W��
�K�R�V�W�H�G�� �D�� �G�H�O�H�J�D�W�L�R�Q�� �I�U�R�P�� �0�D�V�W�H�U�F�D�U�G�� �$�V�L�D�� �3�D�F�L�¿�F����
�L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���V�H�Q�L�R�U���R�I�¿�F�L�D�O�V���.�D�U�W�K�L�N���5�D�P�D�Q�D�W�K�D�Q���� �5�D�M�D�W��
Maheshwari, Anjum Rahber, and Riyadh Dahalan. 
Executive Director Pol. Brig. Gen. Zaw Lin Tun, along 
�Z�L�W�K�� �R�W�K�H�U���$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/�� �R�I�¿�F�L�D�O�V���� �Z�D�U�P�O�\�� �Z�H�O�F�R�P�H�G��
the visitors. The discussions centred on mutual 
�V�X�S�S�R�U�W���D�Q�G���D�O�L�J�Q�L�Q�J���R�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H�V���W�R���F�R�P�E�D�W���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G��
cybercrime, fraud, and scams. Emphasis was placed 
�R�Q�� �U�D�L�V�L�Q�J�� �D�Z�D�U�H�Q�H�V�V�� �D�Q�G�� �H�Q�K�D�Q�F�L�Q�J�� �H�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�F�\��
through tailored training programs and capacity-
building efforts. Mastercard presented strategies for 
securing transactions and building trust, focusing on 
digital security and mitigating operational risks.

The meeting featured a concise presentation of each 
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�
�V���P�D�Q�G�D�W�H�V���D�Q�G���K�R�Z���W�K�H�\���F�R�X�O�G���V�X�S�S�R�U�W��
each other's goals. The discussion revolved around 
potential collaborations in addressing issues like 
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G�� �F�\�E�H�U�F�U�L�P�H���� �I�U�D�X�G���� �V�F�D�P�V���� �D�Q�G�� �F�D�S�D�F�L�W�\��
�E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H�V���� �%�R�W�K�� �S�D�U�W�L�H�V�� �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G�� �W�K�H��
importance of raising awareness about criminal 
�P�H�W�K�R�G�R�O�R�J�L�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�F�H�� �R�I�� �W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J��
�S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V���� �7�K�H�� �J�R�D�O�� �Z�D�V�� �W�R�� �H�Q�K�D�Q�F�H�� �H�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�F�\��
through assessments and capacity-building efforts 
tailored to the needs of the relevant entities. The 
Executive Director of ASEANAPOL Secretariat 
conveyed sincere gratitude to the high-ranking 
�0�D�V�W�H�U�F�D�U�G�� �R�I�¿�F�L�D�O�V�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �X�Q�Z�D�Y�H�U�L�Q�J�� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W�� �W�R��
law enforcement and ASEANAPOL as a whole.

In a follow-up meeting on September 20, 2023, 
further discussions addressed developments in 
fraud detection and collaborative efforts to tackle 
�F�U�R�V�V���E�R�U�G�H�U�� �F�\�E�H�U�F�U�L�P�H���� �0�D�V�W�H�U�F�D�U�G�� �U�H�D�I�¿�U�P�H�G�� �L�W�V��
�V�X�S�S�R�U�W�� �I�R�U�� �$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/�
�V�� �L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H�V���� �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�L�Q�J��
systematic knowledge and skills development. 
Key topics included ensuring collaboration based 
on ASEANAPOL regulations, information sharing, 
and sustainable cybersecurity training. The Senior 
Vice President of Cyber and Intelligence Solutions 
highlighted four primary agendas focused on 
securing transactions and building trust in all 
interactions. These included enhancing security in 
the consumer's digital transaction journey, extending 
security measures beyond card-based transactions, 
expanding security to cyber environments, and 
mitigating systemic operational risks.

The meetings concluded with both parties expressing 
their gratitude for their shared commitment to future 
�F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����7�K�H�V�H���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q�V���P�D�U�N�H�G���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W��
�V�W�H�S�V�� �W�R�Z�D�U�G�V�� �K�D�U�P�R�Q�L�]�L�Q�J�� �I�X�W�X�U�H�� �F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V����
fostering public-private sector synergy, and 
enhancing regional security through shared efforts 
and expertise. The meetings laid the groundwork 
for a fruitful working relationship aimed at assisting 
in the investigation of illicit transactions, designing 
tailored training courses for law enforcement across 
member countries, and raising awareness about 
the criminal modus operandi in online transactions. 
This collaboration is poised to strengthen the overall 
cybersecurity landscape in the ASEAN region.

ASEANAPOL SECRETARIAT HOSTED MASTERCARD 
ASIA PACIFIC DELEGATION VISITS

By ASEANAPOL Secretariat
August 17, 2023



23

ASEANAPOL SECRETARIAT WELCOMED THE WO RKING 
VISIT BY COMMISSIONER GENERAL OF 

KOREAN NATIONAL POLICE AGENCY

On September 12, 2023, the ASEANAPOL Secretariat 
�P�D�U�N�H�G�� �D�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�� �H�Y�H�Q�W�� �D�V�� �W�K�H�� �&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�H�U��
General of the Korean National Police Agency 
���.�1�3�$�������+���(�����+�H�H���.�H�X�Q���<�2�2�1�����P�D�G�H���D�Q���R�I�¿�F�L�D�O���Y�L�V�L�W��
�W�R�� �W�K�H�� �6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�L�D�W�¶�V�� �R�I�¿�F�H���� �+�H�� �Z�D�V�� �D�F�F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�G�� �E�\��
his distinguished entourage and warmly welcomed 
by Pol. Brigadier General Zaw Lin Tun, the Executive 
Director of ASEANAPOL Secretariat, along with its 
�'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�V�����2�I�¿�F�H�U�V�����D�Q�G���6�W�D�I�I��

�7�K�H�� �R�I�¿�F�L�D�O�� �Y�L�V�L�W�� �E�H�J�D�Q�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �(�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H�� �'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U��
expressing his sincere appreciation and gratitude 
to H.E. Commissioner General Hee Keun YOON 
for taking time out of his busy schedule to visit the 
�6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�L�D�W�
�V���R�I�¿�F�H���L�Q���.�X�D�O�D���/�X�P�S�X�U�����+�H���H�[�W�H�Q�G�H�G���K�L�V��
deepest appreciation to the KNPA for being esteemed 
Dialogue Partners to ASEANAPOL, acknowledging 
their countless and diverse contributions that 
enhance ASEANAPOL’s role as a notable regional 
policing stakeholder and a renowned center for 
strategic cooperation in Southeast Asia.

During the visit, H.E. Commissioner General Hee 
Keun YOON reiterated KNPA’s full support in 
expanding police-to-police cooperation between both 
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� �+�H�� �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G�� �.�1�3�$�¶�V�� �F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W��

to enduring efforts with other regional policing 
stakeholders in combating transboundary crimes, not 
�O�L�P�L�W�H�G���W�R���U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O���L�V�V�X�H�V���V�X�F�K���D�V���L�O�O�L�F�L�W���G�U�X�J���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J����
but also extending to other related crime areas. This 
includes capacity-building initiatives and leveraging 
investigative assistance within an interconnected 
security framework.

�$�F�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�F�H���R�I���E�R�O�V�W�H�U�L�Q�J���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F��
coordination and improving operational collaboration 
�E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� �E�R�W�K�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� �W�K�H�� �(�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H�� �'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U��
of ASEANAPOL Secretariat proposed the creation 
of policing strategies to identify root problems and 
develop solutions to address issues stemming from 
threats to society amidst a rapidly changing crime 
landscape and advancing technology.

The ASEANAPOL Secretariat was truly honoured 
by the presence of the Chief of KNPA, Republic of 
Korea, and reinforced its commitment to continue 
enhancing its role in coordinating, cooperating, 
and collaborating with its existing mutual strategic 
partners. This commitment aims to lift ASEANAPOL 
to greater heights towards accomplishing its vision of 
“Together We Keep this Region Safe.”

By ASEANAPOL Secretariat
September 12, 2023
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On September 19, 2023, the ASEANAPOL 
Secretariat virtually participated in the Dialogue 
on Effective Multilateral Policing Architecture 
�$�J�D�L�Q�V�W�� �*�O�R�E�D�O�� �7�K�U�H�D�W�V���� �7�K�H�� �H�Y�H�Q�W���� �V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�D�O�O�\��
the Working Group on Strategic Aspects of the 
Global Policing Architecture and the Global 
Policing Goals (GPGs) Review Process, 
was initiated by the Executive Directorate for 
Partnership and Planning of INTERPOL (EDPP). 
Representing the ASEANAPOL Secretariat were 
ACP Dr. Bakri Zainal Abidin, Director for Police 
Services, and ASP Engku Nurul ‘Aini Engku 
�0�D�O�H�N�����3�O�D�Q�V���D�Q�G���3�U�R�J�U�D�P�P�H�V���2�I�¿�F�H�U���,�,��

This Working Group Dialogue served as a 
�¿�Q�D�O�� �U�H�Y�L�H�Z�� �V�H�V�V�L�R�Q�� �E�H�I�R�U�H�� �W�K�H�� �I�R�U�P�D�O�� �P�H�H�W�L�Q�J��
�R�I�� �W�K�H�� ���W�K�� �(�G�L�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �'�L�D�O�R�J�X�H���� �V�F�K�H�G�X�O�H�G��
to be held in the UAE at the end of October 
2023. The virtual meeting began with opening 
remarks from Darrin Jones, Executive Director 
for Partnerships and Planning at INTERPOL. 
This was followed by an open discussion on 
the Revised GPGs, with active participation 
from member entities including AFRIPOL, 
AIMC, AMERIPOL, CARICOM IMPACS, ECO, 
EUROPOL, FRONTEX, GCCPOL, UNODC, and 
SCO RATS.

�7�K�H�� �P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�� �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�� �*�3�*�V���� �H�D�F�K��
�I�R�F�X�V�L�Q�J���R�Q���D���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F���F�U�L�P�H���D�U�H�D���R�U���J�O�R�E�D�O���W�K�U�H�D�W����
are supported by cross-cutting foundational 
themes. These themes include good governance, 
the rule of law and respect for human rights, 
collaboration and partnerships, data and 
�L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�� �G�L�J�L�W�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���� �D�Q�G�� �U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�L�Q�J��
�¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���F�U�L�P�H���D�V���D�Q���H�Q�D�E�O�H�U���R�I���R�W�K�H�U���F�U�L�P�H�V��

Participants shared their reviews and 
consultations to support the INTERPOL 
Global Policing Goals (INTERPOL GPGs). 
The feedback, inputs, and suggestions from 
stakeholders and participants were recorded 
and managed by the EDPP. These contributions 
are set to be reviewed to support the next Edition 
of the Dialogue, scheduled for October 25-26, 
2023, in Abu Dhabi, hosted by GCCPOL.

The meeting concluded with closing remarks 
from Brett Greenwood, Mariyana Radeva Berket, 
�D�Q�G�� �0�D�U�H�N�� �*�D�M�G�R�V�� �R�I�� �,�1�7�(�5�3�2�/���� �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�L�Q�J��
the collaborative efforts and strategic planning 
necessary to address global policing challenges 
effectively.

ASEANAPOL SECRETARIAT 
PARTICIPATED VIRTUALLY 

IN THE DIALOGUE 
WORKING GROUP ON 

STRATEGIC ASPECTS OF 
THE GLOBAL POLICING 

ARCHITECTURE

By ASEANAPOL Secretariat
September 19, 2023
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�2�Q���6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U�����������������������D���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���Y�L�U�W�X�D�O���J�D�W�K�H�U�L�Q�J��
�W�R�R�N���S�O�D�F�H�����P�D�U�N�L�Q�J���W�K�H����th General Assembly Annual 
Meeting (GAAM) of the Association for Police Training 
in Asia (APTA). The event was hosted online by the 
Korean National Police University and was attended 
�E�\���������S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�Q�W�V���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�L�Q�J���������H�Q�W�L�W�L�H�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J��
APTA members and Dialogue partners.

�$�3�7�$���� �I�R�X�Q�G�H�G�� �L�Q�� ���������� �Z�L�W�K�� �D�Q�� �L�Q�L�W�L�D�O�� �P�H�P�E�H�U�V�K�L�S��
of 13, has experienced remarkable growth, now 
boasting 30 member institutions. This expansion 
�K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�V���W�K�H���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�
�V���X�Q�Z�D�Y�H�U�L�Q�J���F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W��
to enhancing police training and collaboration across 
the Asian continent.

�7�K�H���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J���R�I�¿�F�L�D�O�O�\���R�S�H�Q�H�G���Z�L�W�K���D���Z�D�U�P���Z�H�O�F�R�P�H��
from Mr. Kim Soon Ho, President of APTA. He 
highlighted APTA's remarkable development over 
the past six years, setting the tone for the day's 
discussions. Following his welcoming remarks, Mr. 
Park Kyong Jong, Director of APTA Secretariat, 
presented a comprehensive progress report on 
�W�K�H�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�
�V�� �D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V�� �R�Y�H�U�� �W�K�H�� �S�D�V�W�� �\�H�D�U�� �D�Q�G��
�X�Q�Y�H�L�O�H�G�� �$�3�7�$�
�V�� �D�P�E�L�W�L�R�X�V�� �¿�Y�H���\�H�D�U�� �V�W�U�D�W�H�J�\�� �D�Q�G��
roadmap. This strategy outlined key priorities: 
�H�Q�K�D�Q�F�L�Q�J�� �R�Y�H�U�D�O�O�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �H�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�F�\�� �D�Q�G��
administration, focusing on programs for students, 
and strengthening APTA’s role as a platform. APTA 
�D�O�V�R���H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G���L�W�V���F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W���W�R���I�R�V�W�H�U�L�Q�J���V�W�U�R�Q�J��
partnerships with member institutions and Dialogue 
Partners, essential for advancing policing capabilities 
and facilitating personnel exchanges among member 
police academies.

One of the highlights of the meeting was the spirited 
debate on new member applications. The Nepal 
National Police Academy and the Vietnam People 
Police University submitted applications to join APTA, 
while the Wildlife Conservation Society sought to 
become a new Dialogue Partner. Following a vote 
among APTA members, both the Nepal National 
Police Academy and the Vietnam People Police 
�8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�� �Z�H�U�H�� �R�I�¿�F�L�D�O�O�\�� �Z�H�O�F�R�P�H�G�� �D�V�� �P�H�P�E�H�U�V����
and the Wildlife Conservation Society became a new 
Dialogue Partner.

The meeting also discussed the venues for the 8th 

and 9th GAAM and the Police Academy Student 
Festival in Asia (PASFA). Due to the need for high-
level approvals, the locations for the 8th and 9th 
GAAM will be decided and announced in due course. 
�+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����L�W���Z�D�V���F�R�Q�¿�U�P�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���5�R�\�D�O���7�K�D�L���3�R�O�L�F�H��
University would host PASFA in 2024 in Thailand. 
As the meeting concluded, the chairman expressed 
his heartfelt gratitude to all participants for their 
�D�W�W�H�Q�G�D�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q�V�����7�K�H�L�U���H�I�I�R�U�W�V��
have been instrumental in building a robust network 
of police training institutions among APTA members.

�7�K�H�� ��th GAAM showcased APTA's dedication 
to enhancing policing capabilities and fostering 
collaboration among Asian nations to address the 
unique challenges faced by law enforcement agencies 
�L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �U�H�J�L�R�Q���� �,�W�� �X�Q�G�H�U�V�F�R�U�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�
�V��
commitment to a safer and more secure Asia through 
effective policing.

ASEANAPOL SECRETARIAT VIRTUALLY 
PARTICIPATED IN APTA’S 7 TH  GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
ANNUAL MEETING: FOSTERING COLLABORATIVE 

EXCELLENCE IN POLICING ACROSS ASIA
By ASEANAPOL Secretariat
September 21, 2023



ASEANAPOL SECRETARIAT PARTICIPATED IN THE 
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON EXTREMIST 

IDEOLOGY SPREADING IN MOSCOW
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13th Edition

�)�U�R�P���������W�R���������6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U���������������3�R�O�L�F�H���%�U�L�J�D�G�L�H�U��
General Zaw Lin Tun, the Executive Director 
of ASEANAPOL Secretariat, attended the 
International Conference on Extremist Ideology 
Spreading in Moscow as a guest presenter. 
�7�K�L�V�� �W�Z�R���G�D�\�� �I�R�U�X�P���� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �0�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\��
of Interior of the Russian Federation, brought 
together representatives from forty-four countries 
and like-minded entities. These included nations 
such as Nicaragua, Panama, Saudi Arabia, South 
Ossetia, Syria, Serbia, Sudan, El-Salvador, 
�7�D�M�L�N�L�V�W�D�Q���� �7�•�U�N�L�\�H���� �8�]�E�H�N�L�V�W�D�Q���� �9�H�Q�H�]�X�H�O�D����
�9�L�H�W�Q�D�P�����$�O�J�H�U�L�D�����$�E�N�K�D�]�L�D�����$�]�H�U�E�D�L�M�D�Q�����%�H�O�D�U�X�V����
�%�U�D�]�L�O���� �%�R�O�L�Y�L�D���� �&�H�Q�W�U�D�O�� �$�I�U�L�F�D�Q�� �5�H�S�X�E�O�L�F����
Republic of Chad, Qatar, China, Colombia, Costa 
Rica, Cuba, Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Dominican Republic, Egypt, Ethiopia, Honduras, 
�,�Q�G�L�D���� �,�U�D�Q���� �.�D�]�D�N�V�W�D�Q���� �.�\�U�J�\�]�V�W�D�Q���� �0�D�O�L����
�0�H�[�L�F�R���� �0�\�D�Q�P�D�U���� �D�Q�G�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �V�X�F�K�� �D�V��
the Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure of Shanghai 
�&�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���2�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�����5�$�7�6���6�&�2�������%�X�U�H�D�X��
�I�R�U���&�R�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I�� �W�K�H���)�L�J�K�W���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���2�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G��
Crime and other Serious Crimes in the Territory of 
the CIS Member States (BCFOC), The Collective 
�6�H�F�X�U�L�W�\�� �7�U�H�D�W�\�� �2�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� ���&�6�7�2������ �D�Q�G�� �7�K�H��
Commonwealth of Independent States Anti-
Terrorism Center (CIS-ATC). The forum aimed to 
explore the causes, challenges, and responses 
to far-right and anti-institutional extremism in a 
�Z�R�U�O�G���R�I���À�X�[��

During his presentation, Police Brigadier General 
�=�D�Z���/�L�Q���7�X�Q���H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G���W�K�H���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H���R�I���L�Q�W�H�U��
agency cooperation to ensure integrated and 
collaborative efforts among global stakeholders 
and law enforcement agencies. He highlighted 
the necessity of promoting inclusive development, 
tolerance, and respect for diversity to combat 
extremism. He called for fostering international 
cooperation that transcends national boundaries, 
�H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���H�[�W�U�H�P�L�V�P���L�V���D���J�O�R�E�D�O���P�H�Q�D�F�H��
requiring a united world response. Brigadier 
General Zaw Lin Tun stressed that nations must 

come together in solidarity, sharing intelligence, 
best practices, and vital resources to effectively 
counter extremist networks and disrupt their 
online presence.

At the roundtable presentation chaired by His 
Excellency Deputy Minister of the Internal Affairs 
of the Russian Federation, Mr. A Khrapov, 
participants acknowledged that violent extremism 
and terrorism continue to pose challenges locally, 
nationally, and globally. The forum discussed 
various initiatives to further develop preventive 
measures and showcased the potential for 
future collaboration within ASEANAPOL and 
other participating countries and entities. The 
event underscored the importance of forging 
�S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S�V�� �W�R�� �V�\�Q�H�U�J�L�]�H�� �H�I�I�R�U�W�V�� �D�J�D�L�Q�V�W�� �J�O�R�E�D�O��
threats and build a safer and more secure global 
�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�� �E�\�� �H�Q�K�D�Q�F�L�Q�J�� �K�D�U�P�R�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �W�R��
ensure regional peace and stability.

During the conference, Brigadier General Zaw 
Lin Tun paid a courtesy call to the Deputy Minister 
of Internal Affairs of the Russian Federation, 
H.E Igor N. Zubov. They discussed each other’s 
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �P�D�Q�G�D�W�H�V���� �R�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H�V���� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H��
�S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O�� �V�\�Q�F�K�U�R�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �H�I�I�R�U�W�V�� �I�R�U�� �H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H��
responses to extremist threats. Their discussion 
also touched on the causes and dynamics of 
evolving challenges related to anti-institutional 
extremism and terrorism, particularly those 
�D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �V�\�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H�G�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G�� �F�U�L�P�H�V��
and the global issues of transnational criminal 
networks.

The visit and participation in the conference 
highlighted the commitment of ASEANAPOL 
to collaborate with international counterparts 
in addressing global security challenges. The 
discussions and insights shared during the event 
contributed to strengthening the collective efforts 
to combat extremism and foster a safer global 
community.

By ASEANAPOL Secretariat
September 26-27, 2023



7 TH  EDITION OF THE DIALOGUE ON AN 
EFFECTIVE POLICING ARCHITECTURE AGAINST 

GLOBAL THREATS

From October 25 to 26, 2023, in Abu Dhabi, the 
�$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/�� �6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�L�D�W�� �S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� ���W�K��
edition of the INTERPOL Dialogue on an effective 
multilateral policing architecture against global 
threats. This event was co-hosted by INTERPOL 
and Gulf Cooperation Council-POL (GCCPOL), with 
support from the Ministry of Interior of the United 
Arab Emirates.

The event saw participation from several key 
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �$�U�D�E�� �,�Q�W�H�U�L�R�U�� �0�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U�V�¶��
Council (AIMC), African Union Mechanism for Police 
Cooperation (AFRIPOL), the Police Community of 
the Americas (AMERIPOL), the ASEAN National 
Police (ASEANAPOL), the Caribbean Community 
Implementation Agency for Crime and Security 
(CARICOM IMPACS), the Economic Cooperation 
�2�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� ���(�&�2������ �W�K�H�� �(�X�U�R�S�H�D�Q�� �8�Q�L�R�Q�� �$�J�H�Q�F�\��
for Law Enforcement Cooperation (EUROPOL), the 
European Border and Coast Guard Agency (Frontex), 
the Regional Anti-Terrorism Structure of the Shanghai 
�&�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �2�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� ���6�&�2���5�$�7�6������ �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H��
�8�Q�L�W�H�G���1�D�W�L�R�Q�V���2�I�¿�F�H���R�Q���'�U�X�J�V���D�Q�G���&�U�L�P�H�����8�1�2�'�&����

The Dialogue began with opening statements from 
INTERPOL, GCCPOL, and the Ministry of Interior 
�8�$�(���� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �X�Q�G�H�U�V�F�R�U�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�F�H�� �R�I�� �S�R�O�L�F�H��
�F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�����W�K�H���U�R�O�H���R�I���U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O���S�R�O�L�F�H���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V��
in global policing, and the importance of data sharing.

Police Brigadier General Zaw Lin Tun, Executive 
Director of ASEANAPOL Secretariat, participated 
in this Dialogue. He shared his views on disrupting 
�D�Q�G���G�H�W�H�F�W�L�Q�J���W�H�U�U�R�U�L�V�W���¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�Q�J���V�R�X�U�F�H�V���D�V���D���F�U�X�F�L�D�O��
component in effectively preventing and combating 
terrorism. He encouraged the use of existing bilateral 
and multilateral cooperation instruments in cross-
border control management.

In addition, Brigadier General Zaw Lin Tun 
acknowledged the need for effective implementation 
to achieve Global Policing Goals. During discussions 
on global data sharing, he fully supported the Global 
�'�D�W�D���6�K�D�U�L�Q�J���0�R�G�H�O���D�Q�G���H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G���W�K�H���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H��
of raising awareness and understanding of data-
sharing practices among Dialogue participants and 
their member countries.

Representatives from regional law enforcement 
�D�Q�G�� �V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �Z�H�U�H�� �D�O�V�R�� �X�S�G�D�W�H�G�� �R�Q��
the ongoing review of INTERPOL’s Global Policing 
Goals, which aligned with global law enforcement 
priorities and the United Nations 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development.

The two-day meeting concluded with the adoption of 
a joint declaration. Dialogue members agreed to work 
with their member countries towards establishing a 
global model to identify communication channels, set 
data-sharing standards, and foster cooperation.

By ASEANAPOL Secretariat
October 25-26, 2023
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From November 28 to 30, 2023, 
ACP Dr. Bakri Bin Hj. Zainal 
Abidin, Director of Police Services, 
attended the Cyber Intelligence 
Asia 2023 Conference and 
Exhibition in Manila, Philippines. 
�2�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G�� �E�\�� �,�Q�W�H�O�O�L�J�H�Q�F�H�� �6�H�F��
�8�Q�L�W�H�G�� �.�L�Q�J�G�R�P���� �W�K�L�V�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W��
event brought together leading 
�F�\�E�H�U�V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���R�I�¿�F�L�D�O�V���I�U�R�P���6�R�X�W�K��
East Asia, Central Asia, and 
�W�K�H�� �3�D�F�L�¿�F�� �W�R�� �G�L�V�F�X�V�V�� �W�K�H�� �O�D�W�H�V�W��
national cybersecurity strategies 
and policies. The event aimed to 
foster international collaboration 
and address the escalating threat 
of cybercrime in the region.

Representing the ASEANAPOL 
Secretariat, ACP Dr. Bakri 
participated as a guest presenter 
on November 30, 2023. His 
presentation focused on three 
key issues within the region, 
�V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�D�O�O�\�� �R�Q�� �F�R�P�E�D�W�L�Q�J��
cybercrime across ASEAN. He 
discussed ASEANAPOL's role in 
assisting with cybercrime combat 
efforts, highlighting how the 
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W�V�� �P�H�P�E�H�U��
countries in enhancing their cyber 
�F�D�S�D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V�����'�U�����%�D�N�U�L���H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G��
the importance of international 
collaboration in detecting and 
preventing cybercrimes, noting 
that cyber threats often transcend 
national borders and require a 
coordinated response. He also 
underscored the development 
of threat intelligence as a 
critical component in effectively 
combating these crimes, stressing 
the need for robust data sharing 
and analytical tools to stay ahead 
of cybercriminals.

The conference featured 14 
speakers from various security 
�D�Q�G���S�R�O�L�F�H���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J��
numerous cybersecurity experts 
who shared their expertise 
on cybercrime. Discussions 
covered recent cybercrime 
�W�U�H�Q�G�V�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�U�H�D�W�V���� �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�L�Q�J��
the increasing sophistication of 
cybercriminals targeting national 
critical infrastructures. With 
heightened tensions in the region, 
cyber warfare had become a 
priority for many Asian nations, 
ensuring their cyber defense 
systems were up-to-date with the 
latest defense capabilities. The 
importance of threat intelligence 
in building national cyber defense 
capabilities to protect against 
growing threats was also a key 
topic.

One notable aspect of the 
conference was the focus on the 
evolving tactics of cybercriminals. 
Speakers highlighted how 
cybercriminals are becoming ever 
more sophisticated, leveraging 
advanced technologies and 
techniques to breach security 
systems and exploit vulnerabilities. 
This sophistication poses 
�V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�� �F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V�� �I�R�U�� �O�D�Z��
enforcement and cybersecurity 
professionals, who must 
continuously adapt and innovate to 
keep pace with these threats. The 
conference provided a platform for 
discussing strategies to counter 
these advanced cyber threats, 
�L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �X�V�H�� �R�I�� �D�U�W�L�¿�F�L�D�O��
intelligence and machine learning 
in threat detection and response.

The Cyber Intelligence Asia 
2023 Conference and Exhibition 
also served as a critical platform 
for fostering collaboration and 
knowledge-sharing among 
participants. By bringing together 
a diverse group of experts and 
�R�I�¿�F�L�D�O�V���� �W�K�H�� �H�Y�H�Q�W�� �I�D�F�L�O�L�W�D�W�H�G��
meaningful exchanges of ideas 
and best practices. Participants 
were able to learn from each 
other’s experiences, gaining 
valuable insights into effective 
cybersecurity strategies and 
technologies. This collective 
knowledge is essential for building 
resilient cyber defense systems 
and ensuring a coordinated 
response to cyber threats across 
the region.

Overall, the Cyber Intelligence 
Asia 2023 Conference and 
Exhibition underscored the critical 
role of international cooperation 
in combating cybercrime. The 
participation of ACP Dr. Bakri 
Bin Hj. Zainal Abidin and the 
ASEANAPOL Secretariat 
highlighted the importance of 
collective action and continuous 
improvement in regional 
cybersecurity initiatives. The 
event not only provided a platform 
for discussing the latest trends 
and challenges in cybersecurity 
but also reinforced the need 
for ongoing collaboration and 
information sharing among nations 
to protect against the evolving 
threat landscape. The conference 
concluded with a strong call to 
action for all participating nations 
to enhance their cybersecurity 
measures and work together to 
create a safer and more secure 
digital environment.

ASEANAPOL SECRETARIAT PARTICIPATED IN THE 
CYBER INTELLIGENCE ASIA 2023 CONFERENCE 

AND EXHIBITION MANILA, PHILIPPINES
By ASEANAPOL Secretariat
November 28 - 30, 2023



The 12th Annual International Association of Police 
Academies (INTERPA) Conference, themed 
"Policing at Times of Technological Accidents and 
Natural Disasters," along with the 24th Executive 
Board Meeting & General Council Meeting, was held 
on November 22-23, 2023. Hosted by the National 
Forensic Sciences University (NFSU) in India, the 
event saw participation from 93 representatives 
across 31 member countries, including a delegate 
from the ASEANAPOL Secretariat
.
The event commenced with the Annual Meeting, 
which included the 12th General Council Meeting 
(GCM) and the 24th Executive Board Meeting (EBM). 
During these sessions, member countries discussed 
agenda items relevant to the future activities of 
INTERPA.

�7�K�H�� �¿�U�V�W�� �V�H�V�V�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �,�1�7�(�5�3�$�� ����th Annual 
Conference, titled “Security Issues at Times of 
Natural Disasters,” featured valuable insights from 
four speakers. The subsequent second and third 
sessions, titled "Policing in Emergency Response" 
and "Managing Technological Accidents in Critical 
Infrastructures and Facilities," saw nine speakers 
sharing their expertise and experiences.

During the conference, Sr. Lt. Col. Nguyen Huu Ngoc, 
Director of the ASEANAPOL Secretariat, highlighted 
ASEANAPOL's development of the ASEANAPOL 
Communication and Coordination Protocol for 
Crisis Management (ACCPCM) and Disaster Victim 
�,�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �	�� �&�U�L�P�H�� �6�F�H�Q�H�� �,�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q�� ���'�9�,�� �	��
CSI) initiatives. These initiatives aim to facilitate 
information exchange, technical, and investigation 
support in case of terrorism attacks or other man-
�P�D�G�H���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�� �G�L�V�D�V�W�H�U�V�� �Z�L�W�K�L�Q�� �W�K�H�� ������ �$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/��
member countries. This aligns with the conference 
theme, and he expressed a desire for continued 
knowledge and experience sharing on these subjects. 
He also showed interest in further collaboration with 
INTERPA and its member countries, particularly in 
enhancing forensic capabilities.

12 TH  ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIA
(INTERPA) CONFERENCE

29

By ASEANAPOL Secretariat
November 22-23,2023

www.aseanapol.org



AL ASSOCIATION OF POLICE ACADEMIES 
A) CONFERENCE

Other matters deliberated included plans for joint 
workshops in 2024, with one to two workshops 
annually; consideration of Istanbul as the venue for 
the 14th�� �,�1�7�(�5�3�$�� �*�H�Q�H�U�D�O�� �&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�� �0�H�H�W�L�Q�J�������W�K��
Executive Board Meeting in 2025; courses offered 
by member institutions for 2023-2024, such as the 
Maldives Forensics Diving course, interrogation 
technique training postponed to 2024, and fully 
�I�X�Q�G�H�G���G�L�J�L�W�D�O���I�R�U�H�Q�V�L�F���V�H�D�U�F�K���D�Q�G���V�H�L�]�X�U�H���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���L�Q��
�,�Q�G�L�D�����7�K�H�U�H���Z�H�U�H���D�O�V�R���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q�V���R�Q���¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���F�U�L�P�H��
in cyberspace (India) and the appointment of a single 
point of contact for INTERPA member countries. 
Additionally, an overview of INTERPA’s strategy and 
working procedures for 2023 and a preview for 2024 
were presented.

Prof. (Dr.) S.O. Junare, Campus Director of NFSU-
Gandhinagar, mentioned that Dr. J.M. Vyas, Vice-
�&�K�D�Q�F�H�O�O�R�U�� �R�I�� �1�)�6�8���� �O�D�X�Q�F�K�H�G�� �R�Q�O�L�Q�H�� �F�H�U�W�L�¿�F�D�W�H��
courses under the School of Open Learning. 
�)�X�U�W�K�H�U�P�R�U�H���� �¿�Y�H�� �F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V�� ���%�H�O�D�U�X�V���� �(�W�K�L�R�S�L�D����
�3�K�L�O�L�S�S�L�Q�H�V���� �.�D�]�D�N�K�V�W�D�Q���� �D�Q�G�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���� �V�L�J�Q�H�G��
MoUs with NFSU for collaboration in academics, 
research, and training in forensic science. There was 
also the introduction of new member applications 
from Botswana, NFSU, INPA, and the Ministry of 
�,�Q�W�H�U�L�R�U�����0�2�,�����8�]�E�H�N�L�V�W�D�Q��

�3�U�R�I�����<�L�O�P�D�]���&�R�O�D�N�����3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���R�I���,�1�7�(�5�3�$���D�Q�G���+�H�D�G��
of the Turkish National Police Academy, expressed 
gratitude to NFSU for hosting the conference for the 
second time. He announced that the 13th Annual 
INTERPA Conference would be held in Saudi Arabia 
in 2024.

�7�K�L�V�� �F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�� �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H�� �R�I��
international cooperation in enhancing the capabilities 
of police academies and law enforcement agencies 
in dealing with technological accidents and natural 
disasters. The event provided a platform for sharing 
knowledge, discussing future initiatives, and forging 
stronger collaborations among member countries.
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�2�Q���'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U���������������������D���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���P�R�P�H�Q�W���X�Q�I�R�O�G�H�G��
in Lavad Dehgam, Gujarat, India, as the ASEANAPOL 
Secretariat and Rashtriya Raksha University (RRU) 
came together for the signing of a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MOU). This partnership aimed 
to bolster cooperation in training, academics, and 
�V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�¿�F�� �U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�� �D�Q�G�� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���� �P�D�U�N�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H��
beginning of a powerful alliance in security, law 
enforcement, and policing.

The ceremony began with a warm welcome from 
Professor (Dr.) Bimal Patel, Vice-Chancellor of RRU. 
In his opening remarks, he expressed gratitude for 
ASEANAPOL's decision to partner with RRU and 
highlighted the potential for collaboration to enhance 
law enforcement and security in the region through 
knowledge transfers.

�7�K�H�� �0�2�8�� �Z�D�V�� �W�K�H�Q�� �R�I�¿�F�L�D�O�O�\�� �V�L�J�Q�H�G�� �E�\�� �3�R�O�L�F�H��
Brigadier General Zaw Lin Tun, Executive Director of 
the ASEANAPOL Secretariat, and Dr. Shishir Kumar 
�*�X�S�W�D���� �5�H�J�L�V�W�U�D�U�� �R�I�� �5�5�8���� �7�K�L�V�� �D�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�H�G��
the start of a robust alliance aimed at enhancing 
security, law enforcement, and policing through 
shared knowledge and resources.

Areas of cooperation outlined in the MOU included 
capacity building in security, policing, forensics, 

�L�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q���� �D�Q�G�� �O�D�Z�� �M�X�G�L�F�L�D�U�\���� �%�R�W�K�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V��
committed to mutual activities such as academics, 
�W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���� �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\���� �F�R�Q�V�X�O�W�D�Q�F�\���� �D�Q�G�� �V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�¿�F��
research. The agreement also detailed plans 
for exchange programs at the undergraduate, 
postgraduate, and PhD levels, fostering deeper 
educational and practical ties.

Additionally, initial social projects were discussed and 
planned for implementation among ASEANAPOL 
member countries. These projects included a Cyber 
Safety and Security Awareness program (app-based), 
initiatives to empower girls and women against cyber 
offenses, and addressing mobile and social media 
addiction among kids and teens with a focus on cyber 
parenting.

The signing of the MOU underscored the commitment 
of both ASEANAPOL and RRU to joint efforts in 
combating transnational crime, cyber threats, and 
fostering a safer environment within ASEANAPOL 
Member Countries. This collaboration aimed to 
provide ASEANAPOL Member Countries with 
�R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V�� �W�R�� �E�X�L�O�G�� �F�R�P�S�H�W�H�Q�W�� �S�R�O�L�F�H�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V����
equipped with the extensive knowledge needed 
to face cross-country crime challenges, ensuring a 
more secure and resilient future.
 

SIGNING CEREMONY OF THE MEMORANDUM 
OF UNDERSTANDING (MOU) BETWEEN 

ASEANAPOL SECRETARIAT AND RASHTRIYA 
RAKSHA UNIVERSITY (RRU) 

By ASEANAPOL Secretariat
December 5, 2023



ASEANAPOL SECRETARIAT WELCOMED THE VISIT 
OF MR. LAURENT MOSCATELLO, REGIONAL POLICE 

ATTACHÉ, COORDINATOR FOR INDO-PACIFIC 
REGION, FRENCH EMBASSY SINGAPORE

On December 20, 2023, the ASEANAPOL Secretariat 
received a visit from Mr. Laurent Moscatello, the 
Regional Police Attaché and Coordinator for the Indo-
�3�D�F�L�¿�F���5�H�J�L�R�Q���D�W���W�K�H���)�U�H�Q�F�K���(�P�E�D�V�V�\���L�Q���6�L�Q�J�D�S�R�U�H����
His visit was warmly welcomed by the Executive 
Director of ASEANAPOL Secretariat, Police Brigadier 
General Zaw Lin Tun. He was accompanied by 
Assistant Commissioner of Police Dr. Bakri Zainal 
Abidin, Director for Police Services, Superintendent 
�R�I�� �3�R�O�L�F�H�� �$�]�U�X�O�� �+�L�V�K�D�P�� �0�R�K�G�� �6�K�D�I�I�H�L���� �+�H�D�G�� �R�I��
Administrative and Technical Staff, and Deputy 
Superintendent of Police Suresh Subramaniam, DSP 
for Plans and Programmes.

The visit featured a brief presentation from each party 
�R�Q���W�K�H�L�U���U�H�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���P�D�Q�G�D�W�H�V���D�Q�G���K�R�Z��
they could assist in achieving each other's goals 
and objectives. This was followed by a discussion 
on potential areas of cooperation, including counter-
�W�H�U�U�R�U�L�V�P���� �V�\�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H�G���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G���F�U�L�P�H�V���� �F�\�E�H�U�F�U�L�P�H����
child sexual crime, and capacity-building training 
���&�%�7���� �L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H�V���� �%�R�W�K�� �S�D�U�W�L�H�V�� �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G�� �W�K�H��
�L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H���R�I���H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H���D�Q�G���H�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�W���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���F�R�X�U�V�H�V��
and conducting assessments and capacity-building 
development tailored to the requirements of 
ASEANAPOL Member Countries (AMCs).

The Executive Director of ASEANAPOL Secretariat 
expressed heartfelt gratitude and appreciation 
to the French Embassy in Singapore for their full 
support of ASEANAPOL. He highlighted that the 
�&�%�7�� �F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �)�U�H�Q�F�K�� �(�P�E�D�V�V�\��
�Z�D�V�� �K�L�J�K�O�\�� �E�H�Q�H�¿�F�L�D�O���� �$�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\���� �K�H�� �X�Q�G�H�U�V�F�R�U�H�G��
�I�R�X�U�W�H�H�Q���F�R�U�H���D�U�H�D�V���R�I���W�U�D�Q�V�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G���F�U�L�P�H��
that are top priorities for ASEANAPOL.

�7�K�H�� �Y�L�V�L�W�� �Z�D�V�� �L�Q�G�H�H�G�� �I�U�X�L�W�I�X�O�� �L�Q�� �K�D�U�P�R�Q�L�]�L�Q�J�� �I�X�W�X�U�H��
collaboration between both parties, fostering a 
brighter working relationship in the days to come.

32

By ASEANAPOL Secretariat
December 20, 2023

13th Edition



On January 11, 2024, the ASEAN National Police 
(ASEANAPOL) in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, held its 
"Handing and Taking Over Duties of the Executive 
Director of ASEANAPOL Secretariat" ceremony, 
�L�Q�V�W�D�O�O�L�Q�J�� �3�R�O�L�F�H�� �&�R�O�R�Q�H�O�� �'�D�Y�L�G�� �0�D�U�W�L�Q�H�]�� �9�L�Q�O�X�D�Q��
as the 8th Executive Director of the ASEANAPOL 
Secretariat. The Executive Director, appointed on 
a rotational basis in alphabetical order for a term of 
two years, leads the Secretariat. For 2024 and 2025, 
�3�R�O�L�F�H�� �&�R�O�R�Q�H�O�� �'�D�Y�L�G�� �0�D�U�W�L�Q�H�]�� �9�L�Q�O�X�D�Q�� �Z�L�O�O�� �V�H�U�Y�H��
as the 8th Executive Director, succeeding Police 
Brigadier General Zaw Lin Tun of the Myanmar Police 
Force, who served from 2022 to 2023.

�3�R�O�L�F�H�� �&�R�O�R�Q�H�O�� �'�D�Y�L�G�� �0�D�U�W�L�Q�H�]�� �9�L�Q�O�X�D�Q�� �L�V�� �W�K�H�� �¿�U�V�W��
�3�K�L�O�L�S�S�L�Q�H�� �1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �3�R�O�L�F�H�� ���3�1�3���� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H��
�¿�U�V�W�� �3�K�L�O�L�S�S�L�Q�H�� �1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �3�R�O�L�F�H�� �$�F�D�G�H�P�\�� ���3�1�3�$����
alumnus to be appointed to this international post. 
He hails from Barangay Tugbungan, Zamboanga 
City, (Mindanao) Philippines, and is the eldest son of 
retired Philippine Navy Ensign Modesto M. Vinluan 
Jr. and retired educator Mrs. Luvinia Pioquinto 
�0�D�U�W�L�Q�H�]���9�L�Q�O�X�D�Q�����+�H���L�V���D�Q���D�O�X�P�Q�X�V���R�I���3�L�O�D�U���&�R�O�O�H�J�H����
Ateneo De Zamboanga University, PNPA “Kapanalig” 
�&�O�D�V�V���R�I���������������%�L�F�R�O���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���'�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W��
Academy of the Philippines. He is married to Police 
�&�R�O�R�Q�H�O�� �*�H�P�P�D�� �&�U�X�]���9�L�Q�O�X�D�Q���� �K�L�V�� �F�O�D�V�V�P�D�W�H�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H��
PNPA, from San Fernando, Pampanga, Philippines, 
and they are blessed with four sons: Michael Dave, 
James Dave, Elijah Dave, and Angelo Dave.

�3�R�O�L�F�H���&�R�O�R�Q�H�O���'�D�Y�L�G���0�D�U�W�L�Q�H�]���9�L�Q�O�X�D�Q���D�Q�G���K�L�V���Z�L�I�H����
�3�R�O�L�F�H�� �&�R�O�R�Q�H�O�� �*�H�P�P�D�� �&�U�X�]���9�L�Q�O�X�D�Q���� �D�X�W�K�R�U�H�G��
an award-winning Action Research Paper at the 
Development Academy of the Philippines entitled, 
“The Use of Force Continuum: The Philippine 
National Police Responses to Threats.” This paper, 
which addressed various forms of police misconduct, 
was awarded the Gold Medal for Best Action 
Research Paper and helped Police Colonel David 
�0�D�U�W�L�Q�H�]���9�L�Q�O�X�D�Q���J�U�D�G�X�D�W�H���&�X�P���/�D�X�G�H�����7�K�H���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K��
was incorporated into the new iteration of the PNP 
Operational Procedures published in September 
2021.

�3�R�O�L�F�H���&�R�O�R�Q�H�O���'�D�Y�L�G���0�D�U�W�L�Q�H�]���9�L�Q�O�X�D�Q���E�U�L�Q�J�V���D���Z�H�D�O�W�K��
of multi-disciplinary training and law enforcement 
experience, both domestic and international. His 
domestic service includes notable assignments in 
various regions and capacities. In Ilocos Sur, he 
honed his skills in community policing and local crime 
prevention. In Olongapo City, he tackled urban crime 
and developed strategies for maintaining public 
order in a bustling metropolitan area. At the National 
Headquarters of the Philippine National Police, he 
played a crucial role in formulating national policies, 
overseeing major operations, and implementing 
crime prevention initiatives on a broader scale.

�,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\���� �3�R�O�L�F�H�� �&�R�O�R�Q�H�O�� �'�D�Y�L�G�� �0�D�U�W�L�Q�H�]��
Vinluan has an impressive track record. He served 
as a UN Police Staff at the United Nations Police 
Division, UN Headquarters in New York, USA, for 
six years. During this tenure, he was involved in 
high-level strategic planning, coordination, and the 
development of international policing standards. His 
role required close collaboration with police forces 
from around the world, enhancing his understanding 
of global law enforcement challenges and solutions. 
�$�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\���� �3�R�O�L�F�H�� �&�R�O�R�Q�H�O�� �'�D�Y�L�G�� �0�D�U�W�L�Q�H�]�� �9�L�Q�O�X�D�Q��
served as a UN Peacekeeper in two critical missions. 
In Kosovo (UNMIK), he was part of efforts to rebuild 
�D�Q�G�� �V�W�D�E�L�O�L�]�H�� �W�K�H�� �U�H�J�L�R�Q�� �S�R�V�W���F�R�Q�À�L�F�W���� �Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J�� �R�Q��
initiatives to restore law and order, support local 
police forces, and protect human rights. In Haiti 
(MINUSTAH), he contributed to peacekeeping efforts 
in a country plagued by political instability and natural 
disasters. His work involved community engagement, 
capacity building for local law enforcement, and crisis 
management.

By Executive Director David Martinez Vinluan
January 11, 2024
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During his assumption speech, Police Colonel David 
�0�D�U�W�L�Q�H�]���9�L�Q�O�X�D�Q���K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�H�G���K�L�V���¿�U�P���U�H�V�R�O�Y�H���W�R���D�S�S�O�\��
the 5 P’s of Crisis Management in his role:

1. �3�U�H�G�L�F�W���� �5�H�Y�L�W�D�O�L�]�H���W�K�H���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I�� �G�D�W�D���W�K�U�R�X�J�K��
the e-ADS and produce timely analysis to 
counter emerging crime trends using Information 
�7�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\���� �S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\�� �P�D�[�L�P�L�]�L�Q�J�� �'�D�W�D��
Analytics.

2. Prevent: Conduct crime prevention planning using 
�W�K�H�� �6���0���$���5���7���� �V�W�U�D�W�H�J�\�� ���6�S�H�F�L�¿�F���� �0�H�D�V�X�U�D�E�O�H����
Achievable, Relevant, and Time-Bound).

3. Prepare: Facilitate and collaborate on 
needs-based capacity-building programs for 
ASEANAPOL member state police, enabling 
them to perform tasks according to internationally 
accepted Rule-of-Law based systems and 
procedures, including developing a phone 
application for relevant training.

4. Perform: Ensure member state police execute 
Rule-of-Law based law enforcement actions 
�D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�O�V�����W�K�H�L�U���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�U�V�����D�Q�G���¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�H�U�V����
supporting the Criminal Justice System to ensure 
high conviction rates and swift crime resolution.

5. Post-Action and Assessment: Conduct 
monitoring and evaluation to document and share 
best practices and lessons learned for future 
application in addressing traditional and modern 
transnational crimes affecting the region.

�3�R�O�L�F�H���&�R�O�R�Q�H�O���'�D�Y�L�G���0�D�U�W�L�Q�H�]���9�L�Q�O�X�D�Q���D�O�V�R���L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H�G��
�K�L�V���D�F�W�L�R�Q���S�O�D�Q�����V�X�P�P�D�U�L�]�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���D�F�U�R�Q�\�P���'�$�9�,�'��
���D�I�W�H�U���K�L�V���¿�U�V�W���Q�D�P�H����

• �'�����'�H�G�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���6�H�U�Y�H���D�Q�G���3�U�R�W�H�F�W
• �$�����$�F�F�R�X�Q�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\�����7�U�D�Q�V�S�D�U�H�Q�F�\�����D�Q�G��������������

�,�Q�W�H�J�U�L�W�\
• �9�����$�G�G�U�H�V�V�L�Q�J���9���8���&���$���'���'�������9�R�O�D�W�L�O�H����������������������������������

�8�Q�F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�����&�R�P�S�O�H�[�����$�P�E�L�J�X�R�X�V�����'�L�Y�H�U�V�H����
�D�Q�G���'�L�V�U�X�S�W�L�Y�H�����W�U�D�Q�V�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V

• �,�����,�Q�Y�L�J�R�U�D�W�L�Q�J���$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/�¶�V���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���G�H�O�L�Y�H�U�\��
�L�Q�� �S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S�� �Z�L�W�K�� �U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�Y�H�� �'�L�D�O�R�J�X�H��
�3�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�����2�E�V�H�U�Y�H�U�V�����D�Q�G���6�W�D�N�H�K�R�O�G�H�U�V

• �'�����'�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���U�H�J�L�R�Q���W�R�Z�D�U�G�V���D���V�D�I�H�U��
�S�O�D�F�H���W�R���O�L�Y�H�����Z�R�U�N�����D�Q�G���G�R���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V

In his opening speech, he expressed gratitude 
to God for his new appointment and quoted from 
Psalms 33:12, which states, "Blessed is the nation 
�Z�K�R�V�H�� �*�R�G�� �L�V�� �W�K�H�� �/�2�5�'������ �+�H�� �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G�� �W�K�D�W��
without divine grace, all human efforts would be in 
vain. By invoking this scripture, he underscored the 
importance of spiritual guidance and divine favor in 
achieving success and prosperity for all nations. This 
acknowledgment of faith and reliance on a higher 
power set a tone of humility and reverence, suggesting 
�W�K�D�W���W�U�X�H���S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V���D�Q�G���I�X�O�¿�O�O�P�H�Q�W���D�U�H���G�H�H�S�O�\���U�R�R�W�H�G���L�Q��
spiritual alignment and divine support.

�3�R�O�L�F�H�� �&�R�O�R�Q�H�O�� �'�D�Y�L�G�� �0�D�U�W�L�Q�H�]�� �9�L�Q�O�X�D�Q�� �I�X�U�W�K�H�U��
�H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G�� �W�K�D�W���� �L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�O�\���� �R�Y�H�U�F�R�P�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�V�H��
challenges may seem impossible, but collectively, 
�W�K�H�U�H�� �L�V�� �D�� �J�R�R�G�� �¿�J�K�W�L�Q�J�� �F�K�D�Q�F�H�� �W�R�� �R�Y�H�U�F�R�P�H�� �D�O�O��
obstacles. He solicited the support of everyone, 
asserting that together, ASEANAPOL can and will 
overcome emerging challenges. The ASEANAPOL 
mission of "Preventing and Combating Transnational 
Crime Through a Greater Nexus and Creative 
Policing Collaboration," vision of “Together we keep 
this Region safe,” and motto of "Fight Crimes, Love 
Humanity, and Help Delinquents" underscore the 
collective effort to ensure that future generations 
have a safer place to live, work, and do business.
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On January 26, 2024, the ASEANAPOL Secretariat, 
�O�H�G�� �E�\�� �(�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H�� �'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�� �'�D�Y�L�G�� �0�D�U�W�L�Q�H�]�� �9�L�Q�O�X�D�Q����
warmly welcomed Mr. Steve Galster, Global 
Chairperson of Freeland, along with Ms. Prerana 
Sethiya. Executive Director Vinluan, accompanied 
by Assistant Commissioner of Police Dr. Bakri Zainal 
Abidin, Police Senior Lieutenant Colonel Nguyen 
�+�X�X�� �1�J�R�F���� �6�X�S�H�U�L�Q�W�H�Q�G�H�Q�W�� �$�]�U�X�O�� �+�L�V�K�D�P�� �0�R�K�G��
�6�K�D�I�I�H�L�����D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/���R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�����K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�H�G��
Freeland's recognition of ASEANAPOL as a crucial 
institution in global efforts to combat transnational 
crimes, particularly wildlife crimes. This visit 
underscored the importance of collaborative efforts 
and strategic partnerships in addressing the complex 
�L�V�V�X�H�V���R�I���Z�L�O�G�O�L�I�H���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���K�D�E�L�W�D�W���G�H�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q��

Freeland is an international NGO headquartered in 
Bangkok, dedicated to environmental conservation 
�D�Q�G�� �K�X�P�D�Q�� �U�L�J�K�W�V�� �L�Q���$�V�L�D���� �7�K�H�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�L�P�V�� �W�R��
�V�W�R�S�� �Z�L�O�G�O�L�I�H�� �D�Q�G�� �K�X�P�D�Q�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�� �E�\�� �D�G�G�U�H�V�V�L�Q�J��
the illegal wildlife trade and habitat destruction. 
Freeland's programs tackle critical threats to 
�H�Q�G�D�Q�J�H�U�H�G�� �À�R�U�D�� �D�Q�G�� �I�D�X�Q�D���� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J�� �S�R�D�F�K�L�Q�J����
illegal logging, smuggling, and the subsequent sale 
and consumption of wildlife. With funding from the 
United States Agency for International Development 
(USAID), Freeland supports the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations Wildlife Enforcement 
Network (ASEAN-WEN) and ASEANAPOL in 
�F�R�P�E�D�W�L�Q�J���Z�L�O�G�O�L�I�H���F�U�L�P�H�V�����$�V���D���I�U�R�Q�W�O�L�Q�H���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q����
Freeland is committed to creating a world free of 
�Z�L�O�G�O�L�I�H���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���K�X�P�D�Q���V�O�D�Y�H�U�\��

The Targeting Regional Investigations for Policing 
Opportunities & Development (TRIPOD) 2 project, 
funded by the US State Department, aims to 
�H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�� �D�� �U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O�� �F�R�X�Q�W�H�U���Z�L�O�G�O�L�I�H�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J��
network, supported by the ASEANAPOL Secretariat. 
This initiative focuses on enhancing training and 
�Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J�� �I�R�U�� �I�U�R�Q�W���O�L�Q�H�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �W�R�� �W�D�F�N�O�H�� �Z�L�O�G�O�L�I�H��
�W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�� �H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\���� �%�\�� �I�R�V�W�H�U�L�Q�J�� �F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q��
�D�Q�G�� �O�H�Y�H�U�D�J�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�V�� �R�I�� �E�R�W�K�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V����
�7�5�,�3�2�'�� ���� �V�H�H�N�V�� �W�R�� �F�U�H�D�W�H�� �D�� �X�Q�L�¿�H�G�� �I�U�R�Q�W�� �D�J�D�L�Q�V�W��
�Z�L�O�G�O�L�I�H���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�����H�Q�V�X�U�L�Q�J���D���V�D�I�H�U���D�Q�G���P�R�U�H���V�H�F�X�U�H��
future for the region.

TRIPOD 2 Roundtable Meetings

Hat Yai, Thailand (January 15, 2024):   ASEANAPOL 
Secretariat, represented by Superintendent of 
�3�R�O�L�F�H�� �$�]�U�X�O�� �+�L�V�K�D�P�� �E�L�Q�� �0�R�K�G�� �6�K�D�I�I�H�L�� �D�Q�G�� �'�H�S�X�W�\��
Superintendent of Police Suresh Subramaniam, 
met with Freeland in Hat Yai, Thailand, under the 
�V�X�S�H�U�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �(�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H�� �'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�� �'�D�Y�L�G�� �0�D�U�W�L�Q�H�]��
Vinluan. The meeting aimed to address wildlife 
�W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�� �6�R�X�W�K�H�D�V�W�� �$�V�L�D�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �W�K�H�� �7�5�,�3�2�'��
2 project, focusing on enhancing training and 
�Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J�� �I�R�U�� �I�U�R�Q�W���O�L�Q�H�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V���� �7�K�H�� �J�D�W�K�H�U�L�Q�J����
which included 11 front-line agencies from Thailand, 
discussed challenges, collaboration opportunities, 
and strategies to combat cross-border wildlife 
�W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�� �D�O�R�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �7�K�D�L�O�D�Q�G���0�D�O�D�\�V�L�D�� �E�R�U�G�H�U�V����
The discussions contributed to the development 
of capacity-building programs and future Special 
Investigation Group meetings, with an emphasis 
on the importance of collective efforts and decisive 
�D�F�W�L�R�Q�� �D�J�D�L�Q�V�W�� �W�U�D�Q�V�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G�� �F�U�L�P�H�� �I�R�U�� �D��
safer future.

Thakhek, Laos (March 20-21, 2024):  The TRIPOD 
2 roundtable meeting in Thakhek, Khammouane 
�3�U�R�Y�L�Q�F�H�����/�D�R�V�����D�L�P�H�G���W�R���W�D�F�N�O�H���Z�L�O�G�O�L�I�H���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���D�O�R�Q�J��
the Thailand-Laos border. It united law enforcement 
agencies to discuss challenges and devise strategies. 
Representatives from ASEANAPOL Secretariat, 
including Deputy Superintendent of Police Chan Yew 
Hiok and Corporal Suhasini Gunasagaran, alongside 
�R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�H�Q�� �/�D�R�V�� �G�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W�V���� �D�Q�D�O�\�V�H�G��
obstacles such as border security vulnerabilities and 
�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �J�D�S�V���� �7�K�H�� �P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�� �D�L�P�H�G�� �W�R�� �X�W�L�O�L�]�H��
gathered information for future Counter Transnational 
�2�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G�� �&�U�L�P�H�� ���&�7�2�&���� �W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�V�� �D�Q�G�� �6�S�H�F�L�D�O��
Investigation Group (STG) meetings, enhancing 
�R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�
���V�N�L�O�O�V���D�Q�G���I�D�F�L�O�L�W�D�W�L�Q�J���F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q��

Ha Tinh, Vietnam (May 7, 2024):  The TRIPOD 
���� �5�R�X�Q�G�W�D�E�O�H�� �0�H�H�W�L�Q�J���� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G�� �E�\�� �)�U�H�H�O�D�Q�G�� �L�Q��
partnership with ASEANAPOL, was held in Ha Tinh, 
Vietnam. Discussions were moderated by Mr. Steve 
�*�D�O�V�W�H�U���� �&�K�D�L�U�S�H�U�V�R�Q�� �R�I�� �)�U�H�H�O�D�Q�G���� �'�D�Y�L�G�� �0�D�U�W�L�Q�H�]��
Vinluan, ASEANAPOL Executive Director, and Police 
Senior Lieutenant Colonel Nguyen Huu Ngoc. The 
event brought together approximately 30 front-line 
agencies from Vietnam to address cross-border 
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�Z�L�O�G�O�L�I�H�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�� �D�O�R�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �9�L�H�W�Q�D�P���/�D�R�V�� �E�R�U�G�H�U�V����
Insights shared by participating agencies contributed 
to capacity-building programs and future CTOC and 
Special Investigation Group meetings. Participants 
also visited the Cau Treo Border Pass to understand 
the operational challenges in addressing wildlife 
�W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J��

Alor Setar, Malaysia (May 13, 2024): �� �7�K�H�� �¿�Q�D�O��
TRIPOD 2 Roundtable meeting in Alor Setar, Kedah, 
Malaysia, saw participation from ASEANAPOL 
Secretariat personnel, Royal Malaysia Police, and 
�)�U�H�H�O�D�Q�G�����7�K�H���H�Y�H�Q�W���E�U�R�X�J�K�W���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���������Y�H�W�W�H�G���R�I�¿�F�H�U�V��
from 15 different Malaysian agencies. Discussions 
focused on establishing a robust framework for future 
project activities and cooperative efforts to combat 
�L�O�O�H�J�D�O�� �Z�L�O�G�O�L�I�H�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���� �7�K�H�� �P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�� �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G��
continuous capacity-building initiatives and the 
integration of advanced technological solutions. 
�7�K�H���V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O���F�R�Q�F�O�X�V�L�R�Q���P�D�U�N�H�G���D���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���V�W�H�S��
�I�R�U�Z�D�U�G���L�Q���U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O���F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�H���¿�J�K�W���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W��
transnational wildlife crimes.

Conclusion

The TRIPOD 2 project represents a critical step 
forward in our collective efforts to combat wildlife 
�W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���W�U�D�Q�V�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���F�U�L�P�H���L�Q���6�R�X�W�K�H�D�V�W���$�V�L�D����
Throughout the series of roundtable meetings held in 

Thailand, Laos, Vietnam, and Malaysia, it has become 
�H�Y�L�G�H�Q�W�� �W�K�D�W�� �D�� �F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�Y�H�� �D�Q�G�� �X�Q�L�¿�H�G�� �D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K��
is essential to addressing these complex issues. 
By enhancing training, networking, and capacity-
�E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�� �I�R�U���I�U�R�Q�W���O�L�Q�H���R�I�¿�F�H�U�V���� �W�K�H���7�5�,�3�2�'�� ���� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W��
has laid a robust foundation for a regional counter-
�Z�L�O�G�O�L�I�H���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N���� �(�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H���'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U���'�D�Y�L�G��
�0�D�U�W�L�Q�H�]�� �9�L�Q�O�X�D�Q�
�V�� �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V�� �R�Q�� �G�H�F�L�V�L�Y�H�� �D�F�W�L�R�Q��
and collective efforts highlights the importance of 
regional cooperation and the integration of advanced 
technological solutions to ensure a safer future for 
our communities.

We call upon all ASEANAPOL Member Countries 
to actively support the TRIPOD 2 projects and 
other initiatives spearheaded by the ASEANAPOL 
Secretariat. The challenges posed by wildlife 
�W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���W�U�D�Q�V�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���F�U�L�P�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H���D���V�W�H�D�G�I�D�V�W��
commitment to continuous capacity-building, sharing 
best practices, and fostering strategic partnerships. 
By working together, we can create a formidable 
network dedicated to preserving our region's 
biodiversity and ensuring the safety and security 
of our societies. Let us unite in our efforts to build 
�D�� �I�X�W�X�U�H�� �Z�K�H�U�H�� �Z�L�O�G�O�L�I�H�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G�� �W�U�D�Q�V�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
crimes are effectively countered through coordinated 
regional initiatives, ensuring a safer and more secure 
ASEAN for generations to come.

36

13th Edition



ASEANAPOL SECRETARIAT BOOTH FEATURED AT 
MILIPOL ASIA-PACIFIC TECHX SUMMIT 2024 AS 

PART OF AWARENESS CAMPAIGN

On January 26, 2024, Mr. Andrew Marriott, 
�0�D�Q�D�J�L�Q�J���'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U���R�I���0�L�O�L�S�R�O���$�V�L�D���3�D�F�L�¿�F�����Y�L�V�L�W�H�G��
the ASEANAPOL Secretariat at Tower 2, Bank 
Rakyat Twin Tower, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 
He was warmly welcomed by ASEANAPOL 
�6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�L�D�W�� �(�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H�� �'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�� �'�D�Y�L�G�� �0�D�U�W�L�Q�H�]��
Vinluan, Assistant Commissioner of Police Dr. 
Bakri Zainal Abidin, Director for Police Services, 
Police Senior Lieutenant Colonel Nguyen Huu 
Ngoc, Director for Plans and Programmes, 
�6�X�S�H�U�L�Q�W�H�Q�G�H�Q�W�� �$�]�U�X�O�� �+�L�V�K�D�P�� �0�R�K�G�� �6�K�D�I�I�H�L����
Head of Administrative and Technical Staff, and 
�R�W�K�H�U���6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�L�D�W���R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�����0�U�����0�D�U�U�L�R�W�W���L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H�G��
the company he represents and the services they 
offer through law enforcement expos around the 
ASEAN area. He extended an invitation to the 
Secretariat and ASEANAPOL member countries 
�W�R���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H���L�Q���W�K�H���X�S�F�R�P�L�Q�J���0�L�O�L�S�R�O���$�V�L�D���3�D�F�L�¿�F��
TechX Summit 2024.

From April 3 to 5, 2024, the ASEANAPOL 
Secretariat, in collaboration with Mr. Andrew 
�0�D�U�U�L�R�W�W���� �S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �0�L�O�L�S�R�O�� �$�V�L�D���3�D�F�L�¿�F��
TechX Summit 2024, held at the Sands Expo 
and Convention Centre at Marina Bay Sands, 
Singapore. This prestigious event was jointly 
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G�� �E�\�� �*�,�(�� �0�L�O�L�S�R�O���� �&�R�P�H�[�S�R�V�L�X�P���� �D�Q�G��
the Home Team Science and Technology 
Agency (HTX) under the auspices of the Ministry 
of Home Affairs (Singapore) and the Ministry of 
the Interior (France).

�)�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �¿�U�V�W�� �W�L�P�H���� �D�Q�� �$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/�� �E�R�R�W�K��
was featured at the expo, showcasing 
�W�K�H�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�V�� �L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �I�R�V�W�H�U�L�Q�J��

collaboration within the law enforcement 
community. This initiative played a crucial role 
in raising awareness about the importance of 
collective efforts in addressing transnational 
�F�U�L�P�H���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V�����7�K�H���0�L�O�L�S�R�O���$�V�L�D���3�D�F�L�¿�F���7�H�F�K�;��
Summit 2024 provided an exceptional platform 
for the ASEANAPOL Secretariat to engage with 
executives and stakeholders from ASEANAPOL 
�0�H�P�E�H�U�� �&�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �J�O�R�E�D�O�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V����
exchange insights, and highlight its mission in 
combating the emerging threats of transnational 
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G���F�U�L�P�H��

�0�L�O�L�S�R�O�� �$�V�L�D���3�D�F�L�¿�F�� �L�V�� �W�K�H�� �X�Q�G�L�V�S�X�W�H�G�� �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P��
under the world’s largest homeland security 
�Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N���� �0�L�O�L�S�R�O�� �$�V�L�D���3�D�F�L�¿�F�� �D�Q�G�� �+�7�;�¶�V�� �7�H�F�K�;��
Summit came together to showcase how science 
and technology are central to enhancing public 
�V�D�I�H�W�\�� �D�Q�G�� �Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �$�V�L�D���3�D�F�L�¿�F��
region. This landmark event brought together 
�W�R�S�� �J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�� �R�I�¿�F�L�D�O�V���� �R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �H�[�S�H�U�W�V����
industry leaders, and academia to discuss the 
latest solutions, strategies, and challenges; 
share technological trends; and foster greater 
collaboration within the international homeland 
security community.

The visit from Mr. Marriott and the participation 
�L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �0�L�O�L�S�R�O�� �$�V�L�D���3�D�F�L�¿�F�� �7�H�F�K�;�� �6�X�P�P�L�W�� ����������
�Z�H�U�H�� �I�U�X�L�W�I�X�O�� �L�Q�� �K�D�U�P�R�Q�L�]�L�Q�J�� �I�X�W�X�U�H�� �F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q��
between both parties, looking forward to better 
cooperation and a stronger relationship in 
the future. The ASEANAPOL Secretariat was 
honoured to be part of this invigorating campaign 
and is committed to continuing its efforts towards 
a safer and more secure ASEAN region.

By ASEANAPOL Secretariat
January 26, 2024
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On 28 February 2024, ASEANAPOL Secretariat 
�(�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H���'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U���'�D�Y�L�G���0�D�U�W�L�Q�H�]���9�L�Q�O�X�D�Q���Z�D�U�P�O�\��
welcomed Mr. Paul Ruby and Ms. Angeline 
Ng to the Secretariat. Mr. Ruby, the Deputy 
Regional Police Attaché for Brunei, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, and Timor-
Leste, represented the International Security 
Cooperation Directorate of the French Embassy 
in Singapore. The ASEANAPOL Secretariat 
was represented by Assistant Commissioner of 
Police Dr. Bakri Zainal Abidin, Director of Police 
Services; Police Senior Lieutenant Colonel 
Nguyen Huu Ngoc, Director of Plans and 
Programmes; Deputy Commissioner of Police 
Suresh Subramaniam, Plans and Programmes 
�2�I�¿�F�H�U���,�����D�Q�G���$�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�W���6�X�S�H�U�L�Q�W�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���R�I���3�R�O�L�F�H��
Engku Nurul 'Aini Engku Malek, Plans and 
�3�U�R�J�U�D�P�P�H�V���2�I�¿�F�H�U���,�,��

The meeting began with an overview of 
ASEANAPOL's current structure, highlighting its 
focus on ten core crime areas, collaboration with 
�'�L�D�O�R�J�X�H���3�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�����2�E�V�H�U�Y�H�U���2�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����D�Q�G��
�D�F�W�L�Y�H���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S�V���Z�L�W�K���O�L�N�H���P�L�Q�G�H�G���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V����
�,�Q�� �U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���� �0�U���� �5�X�E�\�� �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G�� �)�U�D�Q�F�H�¶�V��
commitment to strengthening collaboration with 
ASEANAPOL. He outlined several key initiatives, 
including the willingness to share information 
and expertise, offering capacity-building training 
programs tailored to the needs of ASEANAPOL 
�P�H�P�E�H�U���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V�����D�Q�G���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�L�Q�J���W�Z�R���V�H�P�L�Q�D�U�V��
in 2024 - one in Singapore and one in Malaysia-
focused on areas of mutual interest. Additionally, 
France highlighted its expertise in combating 
child pornography and offered assistance in this 
area.

Mr. Ruby expressed France’s interest in 
transitioning from its current Observer 
�2�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �V�W�D�W�X�V�� �W�R�� �'�L�D�O�R�J�X�H�� �3�D�U�W�Q�H�U�� �V�W�D�W�X�V��
with ASEANAPOL. Executive Director Vinluan 
acknowledged this request and indicated that the 

process would begin to seek consensus from the 
������ �&�K�L�H�I�V�� �R�I���$�6�(�$�1�� �3�R�O�L�F�H�� �2�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� �7�K�H��
meeting concluded with a discussion on the role 
of ASEANAPOL in disseminating information 
�I�U�R�P���)�U�D�Q�F�H���R�Q���7�U�D�Q�V�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���2�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G���&�U�L�P�H��
to ASEAN member countries. Both parties 
expressed a strong interest in exploring further 
avenues for collaboration, including information 
exchange, capacity-building initiatives, and joint 
seminars, underscoring their mutual commitment 
to enhancing regional security and cooperation.

ASEANAPOL SECRETARIAT WELCOMES FRENCH 
DEPUTY REGIONAL POLICE ATTACHÉ
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From February 20 to 22, 2024, the 4th INTERPOL – 
UNICRI Global Meeting on Responsible AI for Law 
Enforcement convened in Singapore, spearheaded 
�E�\�� �W�K�H���,�1�7�(�5�3�2�/�� �5�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�O�H���$�U�W�L�¿�F�L�D�O���,�Q�W�H�O�O�L�J�H�Q�F�H��
�/�D�E�����,���5�$�,�/�������7�K�L�V���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���H�Y�H�Q�W���E�U�R�X�J�K�W���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U��
�H�[�S�H�U�W�V���D�Q�G���R�I�¿�F�L�D�O�V���Z�R�U�O�G�Z�L�G�H���W�R���G�L�V�F�X�V�V���$�,�
�V���I�X�W�X�U�H���L�Q��
law enforcement. Among the distinguished speakers 
�Z�D�V���$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/���(�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H���'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U���'�D�Y�L�G���0�D�U�W�L�Q�H�]��
Vinluan, who delivered an insightful analysis on the 
current state of AI adoption among ASEAN police 
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V��

Vinluan's presentation, titled “Overview of the Status 
�R�I���$�6�(�$�1�� �3�R�O�L�F�H�� �2�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �8�V�H�� �R�I���$�,�� �L�Q��
Law Enforcement Operations,” highlighted the crucial 
need for ethical AI practices to ensure individual 
rights are protected and public trust is maintained. He 
�H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G���W�K�D�W���E�\�� �D�G�K�H�U�L�Q�J�� �W�R���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�D�O���S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H�V����
�O�D�Z���H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W���D�J�H�Q�F�L�H�V���F�R�X�O�G���K�D�U�Q�H�V�V���$�,�
�V���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V��
�Z�K�L�O�H���P�L�Q�L�P�L�]�L�Q�J���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O���U�L�V�N�V��

The advent of computers in the mid-20th century 
�U�H�Y�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�L�]�H�G�� �O�D�Z�� �H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W�� �E�\�� �E�U�L�Q�J�L�Q�J��
�X�Q�S�U�H�F�H�G�H�Q�W�H�G�� �H�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�F�\�� �W�R�� �L�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �D�Q�G��
operations, automating many labor-intensive tasks, 
and enabling swifter and more accurate case 
handling. This technological advancement allowed 
for improved crime prevention, pattern tracking, 
and information sharing across jurisdictions. This 
dual-edged nature of technology necessitates 
continuous evolution in law enforcement strategies, 
advanced training, robust cybersecurity measures, 
and international cooperation to effectively combat 
cybercriminals and maintain public trust.

�2�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G�� �F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�O�� �J�U�R�X�S�V�� �K�D�Y�H�� �L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�L�Q�J�O�\��
leveraged IT advancements to enhance their 
operations, often crossing national boundaries 
�D�Q�G�� �S�R�V�L�Q�J�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�� �W�K�U�H�D�W�V�� �W�R�� �S�X�E�O�L�F�� �V�D�I�H�W�\�� �D�Q�G��
environmental conservation. These transnational 
entities exploit the Volatile, Uncertain, Complex, 
Ambiguous, Diverse, and Disruptive (VUCADD) 
nature of modern society, impacting political, 
economic, social, technological, environmental, and 
legal norms. In response, law enforcement agencies 
must stay ahead by adopting advanced technological 
�W�R�R�O�V���� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���$�U�W�L�¿�F�L�D�O�� �,�Q�W�H�O�O�L�J�H�Q�F�H�� ���$�,������ �W�R�� �F�R�X�Q�W�H�U��

ASEANAPOL EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TALK ON THE USE OF AI IN LA
4 TH  INTERPOL – UNICRI GL

By ASEANAPOL Secretariat
February 20-22, 2024
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ALK ON THE USE OF AI IN LAW ENFORCEMENT IN THE 
 INTERPOL – UNICRI GLOBAL MEETING

these sophisticated criminal activities. Vinluan 
�H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G���W�K�D�W���L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�L�Q�J���$�,���L�Q�W�R���O�D�Z���H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W��
operations is essential for effectively combating these 
threats.

Vinluan's presentation also addressed the responsible 
and ethical use of AI in law enforcement. Currently, AI 
is an area of active research and development, with 
�R�Q�J�R�L�Q�J���H�I�I�R�U�W�V���W�R���H�Q�K�D�Q�F�H���L�W�V���D�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���¿�H�O�G����
To better understand AI's impact, an online survey 
was conducted among all ten ASEANAPOL Member 
Countries (AMCs). The survey focused on perceptions, 
issues, challenges, and recommendations regarding 
AI in law enforcement. Responses revealed that six 
AMCs used AI in law enforcement operations, and 
�H�L�J�K�W���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�G���L�W�V���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H���L�Q���G�D�W�D���F�R�O�O�D�W�L�R�Q�����W�U�H�Q�G��
�D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V�����F�U�L�P�H���S�U�H�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���V�X�V�S�H�F�W���L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q����
However, prevalent issues included a lack of trained 
�S�H�U�V�R�Q�Q�H�O���� �L�Q�V�X�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�W�� �,�7�� �L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H���� �D�Q�G�� �E�X�G�J�H�W��
�F�R�Q�V�W�U�D�L�Q�W�V���� �5�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G�� �W�K�H��
need for comprehensive training, robust legislation, 
strong data governance, and continuous monitoring 
of AI systems.

Survey respondents highlighted several operational 
�D�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �I�R�U�� �$�,���� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�� �P�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W����
license plate recognition, community surveillance, 
and monitoring. These technologies could promote 
diversity, mitigate algorithmic bias, and ensure 
equitable outcomes. Ensuring legal compliance, 
conducting impact assessments, and maintaining 
transparency in AI decision-making processes are 

crucial for building trust and addressing stakeholder 
concerns. Continuous investment in research 
and development, collaboration with academia 
and industry partners, and adherence to ethical 
guidelines are essential for responsibly harnessing 
AI's potential. By striking the right balance between 
technological advancements and safeguarding 
individual rights, law enforcement agencies can 
enhance public safety, protect individual rights, and 
uphold justice and fairness.
Conclusion

�$�6�(�$�1�� �O�D�Z�� �H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�G��
the positive and negative impacts of AI in law 
�H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W���� �:�K�L�O�H�� �P�D�Q�\�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �P�D�Q�D�J�H�G��
traditional policing operations, strategic-level leaders 
acknowledged the need to adapt to evolving criminal 
�D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���� �9�L�Q�O�X�D�Q�� �F�R�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G�� �E�\�� �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�L�Q�J�� �W�K�D�W��
balancing AI use with ethical considerations and 
respect for constitutional and human rights was 
paramount.

By adhering to ethical guidelines, law enforcement 
�D�J�H�Q�F�L�H�V���F�R�X�O�G���K�D�U�Q�H�V�V���$�,�
�V���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O���Z�K�L�O�H���P�L�Q�L�P�L�]�L�Q�J��
risks, ensuring justice, fairness, and respect for 
human rights. Through enhanced cooperation, 
continuous capacity-building, and the responsible 
use of AI, ASEANAPOL member states could tackle 
the complexities of transnational crime and ensure a 
safer future for all.
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REFLECTING ON 43 RD YEARS OF ASEANAPOL 
JOURNEY: STRENGTHENING REGIONAL 

LAW ENFORCEMENT

���$�Q�J�� �K�L�Q�G�L�� �P�D�U�X�Q�R�Q�J�� �O�X�P�L�Q�J�R�Q��
�V�D�� �S�L�Q�D�Q�J�J�D�O�L�Q�J�D�Q�� �D�\�� �K�L�Q�G�L��
�P�D�N�D�U�D�U�D�W�L�Q�J�� �V�D�� �S�D�U�R�U�R�R�Q�D�Q������
���7�K�R�V�H�� �Z�K�R�� �G�R�� �Q�R�W�� �N�Q�R�Z�� �K�R�Z�� �W�R��
�O�R�R�N���E�D�F�N���D�W���Z�K�H�U�H���W�K�H�\���F�D�P�H���I�U�R�P��
�Z�L�O�O���Q�H�Y�H�U���U�H�D�F�K���W�K�H�L�U���G�H�V�W�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q������
�����'�U�����-�R�V�H���3�U�R�W�D�F�L�R���5�L�]�D�O�����1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
�+�H�U�R���R�I���W�K�H���3�K�L�O�L�S�S�L�Q�H�V

As ASEANAPOL commemorates its 43rd founding 
�D�Q�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�U�\�����L�W���L�V���D�Q���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�H���P�R�P�H�Q�W���W�R���U�H�À�H�F�W���R�Q���W�K�H��
remarkable journey of collaboration and cooperation 
among the ten Chiefs of ASEAN National Police 
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����)�U�R�P���L�W�V���K�X�P�E�O�H���E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J�V���L�Q���0�D�Q�L�O�D����
Philippines, in October 1981, to its current stature as a 
key player in regional law enforcement, ASEANAPOL 
�K�D�V�� �P�D�G�H�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�� �V�W�U�L�G�H�V�� �L�Q�� �H�Q�K�D�Q�F�L�Q�J�� �V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\��
and combating transnational crime. These collective 
efforts have contributed to sustainable peace and 
security in the region and globally.

�7�K�H�� �¿�U�V�W�� �I�R�U�P�D�O�� �P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �&�K�L�H�I�V�� �R�I�� �$�6�(�$�1��
�1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���3�R�O�L�F�H���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V���Z�D�V���K�H�O�G���I�U�R�P���2�F�W�R�E�H�U��
21 to 23, 1981, in Manila, Philippines. The meeting 
aimed to discuss ways and means of improving 
regional cooperation and collaboration among ASEAN 
�1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���3�R�O�L�F�H���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R���D�G�G�U�H�V�V���W�U�H�Q�G�V���D�Q�G��
strategies for improving regional cooperation in law 
enforcement and crime control. This historic meeting 
�F�X�O�P�L�Q�D�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���V�L�J�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/�
�V���¿�U�V�W���M�R�L�Q�W��
statement document, setting the stage for future 
collaboration.

The Founding Fathers of ASEANAPOL

�7�K�H���I�R�X�Q�G�H�U�V���L�Q�������������Z�H�U�H���W�K�H���¿�Y�H���&�K�L�H�I�V���R�I���$�6�(�$�1��
�1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �3�R�O�L�F�H�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� �/�L�H�X�W�H�Q�D�Q�W�� �*�H�Q�H�U�D�O��
�)�L�G�H�O���9�D�O�G�H�]���5�D�P�R�V�����&�K�L�H�I���R�I���W�K�H���G�H�I�X�Q�F�W���3�K�L�O�L�S�S�L�Q�H��
Constabulary cum Director General of the Integrated 
National Police (now the Philippine National Police); 
Tan Sri Mohamed Haniff Bin Omar, Inspector General 
of Police, Royal Malaysia Police; Commissioner Goh 
Yong Hong of the Singapore Police Force; Police 
General Surapon Chulabra, Director General of the 
Royal Thai Police; and Police Lieutenant General 

Sabar, Deputy Chief of the Indonesia National Police, 
vice Police General Awaluddin Djamin, the Chief of 
INP.

Over the years, ASEANAPOL membership expanded 
with the inclusion of the following Chiefs of ASEAN 
Police agencies: Commissioner Umar Apong of 
the Royal Brunei Police Force (1984); Police Major 
General Lê The Tiêm, Director General of the People’s 
�3�R�O�L�F�H���L�Q���9�L�H�W�Q�D�P�����Q�R�Z���2�I�¿�F�H���R�I���,�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q���3�R�O�L�F�H��
Agency) (1996); Police Brigadier General Soutchay 
Thammsasith, Vice Minister of Ministry of Interior 
cum Director of Police Department, Lao Police Force 
(1998); Police Major General Soe Win, Director 
General of the Myanmar Police Force (1998); and 
Police Lieutenant General Hok Lundy, Director 
General of Cambodia National Police (2000), further 
strengthening its collective resolve against crime and 
�W�U�D�Q�V�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G���F�U�L�P�H��

ASEANAPOL Logogram

At the 3rd ASEANAPOL annual conference in 1983, 
held in Jakarta, Indonesia, it was agreed to endorse the 
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�
�V���O�R�J�R�J�U�D�P���D�V���D���V�\�P�E�R�O���R�I���W�K�H���V�S�L�U�L�W���D�Q�G��
professional solidarity embodied in ASEAN regional 
police cooperation. A logogram is a vital asset for an 
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�����V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J���D�V���W�K�H���Y�L�V�X�D�O���F�R�U�Q�H�U�V�W�R�Q�H���R�I���L�W�V��
brand identity by representing its vision, mission, and 
motto. It conveys professionalism and trust, attracting 
partners and stakeholders by suggesting credibility.

The ASEANAPOL Logogram was endorsed during 
the 3rd annual meeting held in Jakarta, Indonesia, from 
November 16-19, 1983. The original design featured 
�¿�Y�H�� �V�W�H�S�V�� �D�W�� �W�K�H�� �E�D�V�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �S�L�O�O�D�U���� �V�\�P�E�R�O�L�]�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H��
�¿�Y�H���I�R�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���P�H�P�E�H�U���$�6�(�$�1���3�R�O�L�F�H���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V��

�7�K�H�� �,�P�S�D�F�W�� �R�I�� �*�O�R�E�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�Q�� �&�U�L�P�H�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H��
Necessity for International Law Enforcement 
Collaboration

�*�O�R�E�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���� �P�D�U�N�H�G�� �E�\�� �D�Q�� �L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�L�Q�J�O�\�� �R�S�H�Q�� �D�Q�G��
interconnected world, has profoundly impacted 
countries and their relationships. This phenomenon 
�K�D�V�� �E�H�H�Q�� �I�X�U�W�K�H�U�� �L�Q�W�H�Q�V�L�¿�H�G�� �E�\�� �D�G�Y�D�Q�F�H�P�H�Q�W�V�� �L�Q��
�L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�� �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\�� �D�Q�G�� �D�U�W�L�¿�F�L�D�O�� �L�Q�W�H�O�O�L�J�H�Q�F�H����
As the world undergoes unprecedented progress, 
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traditional crimes have evolved into cyber-enabled 
offenses, with victims and perpetrators often located 
in different countries. Consequently, law enforcement 
agencies (LEAs) worldwide have been compelled to 
collaborate and coordinate in combating these new 
types of crimes.

�7�K�H�� �L�Q�W�H�U�F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�H�G�� �Q�D�W�X�U�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �J�O�R�E�D�O�L�]�H�G�� �Z�R�U�O�G��
has facilitated the spread of criminal activities across 
borders. Traditional boundaries no longer serve 
as barriers to criminal behaviour, as perpetrators 
�H�[�S�O�R�L�W�� �W�K�H�� �J�O�R�E�D�O�L�]�H�G�� �H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�� �W�R�� �F�D�U�U�\�� �R�X�W��
�W�U�D�Q�V�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G�� �F�U�L�P�H�V���� �7�K�H�V�H�� �Q�H�Z�� �W�\�S�H�V��
�R�I�� �F�U�L�P�H�V�� �S�R�V�H�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�� �W�K�U�H�D�W�V�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �V�D�I�H�W�\�� �D�Q�G��
security of individuals and communities regionally 
and worldwide.

In response to these evolving challenges, and 
drawing from the "broken windows theory," the 
�&�K�L�H�I�V���R�I���$�6�(�$�1���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���3�R�O�L�F�H���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V���K�D�Y�H��
�U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�G���W�K�H���Q�H�F�H�V�V�L�W�\���R�I���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q��
and collaboration. By addressing criminal challenges 
at their early stages, they aim to prevent these issues 
�I�U�R�P�� �H�V�F�D�O�D�W�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�W�R�� �P�R�U�H�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�� �D�Q�G�� �G�D�P�D�J�L�Q�J��
problems. Through joint efforts, countries can 
more effectively tackle the complexities of modern 
criminal activities and enhance their ability to combat 
transnational crime networks.

The Establishment of the ASEANAPOL Secretariat

Prior to 2010, the ASEANAPOL Secretariat rotated 
among the member countries hosting the Annual 
Conference. This arrangement posed several 
challenges, including a lack of continuity, risking 
the loss of institutional memory and leading 
�W�R�� �L�Q�H�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�F�L�H�V���� �&�R�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�� �L�V�V�X�H�V�� �D�U�R�V�H�� �D�V��
communication among departments became 
�I�U�D�J�P�H�Q�W�H�G���� �D�Q�G�� �R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �Z�H�U�H�� �O�H�V�V�� �H�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�W��
without dedicated personnel for routine tasks. Policy 
implementation was inconsistent, accountability was 
reduced, and building relationships with external 
�S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V���Z�D�V���P�R�U�H���G�L�I�¿�F�X�O�W�����6�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F���S�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J���V�X�I�I�H�U�H�G��
without a team focused on long-term goals, and 
resource allocation became challenging, potentially 
leading to wastage. During crises, the absence 
of a permanent secretariat hampered quick and 
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�V�����D�Q�G���V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�L�]�L�Q�J���S�U�R�F�H�G�X�U�H�V��

�D�F�U�R�V�V���W�K�H���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���E�H�F�D�P�H���S�U�R�E�O�H�P�D�W�L�F�����O�H�D�G�L�Q�J��
to variations and discrepancies.

To address these issues, the Chiefs of ASEAN 
National Police unanimously approved the 
establishment of the ASEANAPOL permanent 
secretariat during the 28th annual conference held 
in Brunei Darussalam in 2008. Consequently, on 
January 1, 2010, the permanent Secretariat was 
formally established in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, and 
commenced its operations based on the approved 
Terms of Reference (TOR) adopted in 2009.

According to the Terms of Reference (TOR), the 
Executive Director of the ASEANAPOL Secretariat 
is appointed by the ASEANAPOL Conference on a 
rotational basis in alphabetical order among member 
countries for a term of two years. The Executive Director 
�P�X�V�W���E�H���D���6�H�Q�L�R�U���3�R�O�L�F�H���2�I�¿�F�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���U�D�Q�N���R�I���%�U�L�J�D�G�L�H�U��
General or its equivalent. The Executive Directors of 
the ASEANAPOL Secretariat have included RMP’s 
�$�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�W�� �&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�H�U�� �R�I�� �3�R�O�L�F�H�� �0�R�K�G�� �1�D�G�]�U�L�� �%�L�Q��
Zainal Abidin (2010 and 2011), CNP’s Lieutenant 
General Sar Moline (2012 and 2013), RBPF’s Senior 
Assistant Commissioner Pengiran Dato’ Paduka HJ. 
Abdul Wahab Bin Pengiran HJ. Omar (2014 and 
2015), INP’s Police Inspector General Yohanes Agus 
�0�X�O�\�R�Q�R�� ������������ �D�Q�G�� �������������� �/�3�)�¶�V�� �3�R�O�L�F�H�� �&�R�O�R�Q�H�O��
Kenechanh Phommachack (2018 and 2019), SPF’s 
Deputy Assistant Commissioner Jim Wee (2020 and 
2021), MPF’s Police Brigadier General Zaw Lin Tun 
�������������D�Q�G�����������������D�Q�G���3�1�3�¶�V���&�R�O�R�Q�H�O���'�D�Y�L�G���0�D�U�W�L�Q�H�]��
Vinluan (2024 and 2025).

The Executive Director is assisted by a Director 
for Police Services (DPS) and a Director for Plans 
and Programs (DPP), each serving a tenure of two 
years, extendable by one year. Both positions require 
�D�� �6�H�Q�L�R�U�� �3�R�O�L�F�H�� �2�I�¿�F�H�U�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �U�D�Q�N�� �R�I�� �&�R�O�R�Q�H�O�� �R�U�� �L�W�V��
equivalent. The Directors for Police Services have 
been SPF’s Deputy Assistant Commissioner Lim Kim 
Tak (2010-2012), RMP’s Assistant Commissioner 
of Police Mohamad Anil Shah Bin Abdullah (2013-
2015), PNP’s Senior Superintendent Ferdinand R.P. 
�%�D�U�W�R�O�R�P�H�� �������������������������� �6�3�)�¶�V�� �'�H�S�X�W�\�� �$�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�W��
Commissioner Jim Wee (2018-2019), INP’s 
Superintendent Joni Getamala (2020-2022), and 
RMP’s Assistant Commissioner of Police Bakri Zainal 



Abidin (2023-2024). The Directors for Plans and 
Programs have included INP’s Superintendent Desy 
Adriani (2010-2012), INP’s Superintendent Reinhard 
Hutagaol (2013-2014), INP’s Superintendent 
Yuli Cahyanti (2015-2016), RMP’s Assistant 
�&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�H�U���R�I���3�R�O�L�F�H���$�L�G�D�K���%�L�Q�W�R���2�W�K�P�D�Q��������������
2019), RBPF’s Superintendent Tang Yik Tung (2020-
2022), and OIPA’s Senior Lieutenant Colonel Nguyen 
Huu Ngoc (2023-2024).

The ASEANAPOL Conference has been held 
annually since 1981, with the exception of 2020 due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. Initially, the secretariat for 
the annual conference rotated among the members. 
Per paragraph 14 of the 41st Joint Communique, the 
Chiefs of ASEAN National Police endorsed Myanmar 
Police Force to host forthcoming 42nd ASEANAPOL 
Conference in 2024. 

Dialogue Partners, Observers, and Like-Minded 
Partners

�$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/�� �U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�V�� �W�K�H�� �F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O�� �L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H�� �R�I��
�Q�X�U�W�X�U�L�Q�J���F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V��
committed to addressing transnational crime and 
shared interests through robust partnerships. These 
partnerships, which include dialogue partners, 
observers, and like-minded partners, are instrumental 
in facilitating collaboration, exchanging information, 
and fostering cooperation to combat transnational 
crime and enhance regional and global security.

�'�L�D�O�R�J�X�H�� �3�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�� �D�U�H�� �F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V�� �R�U�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V��
that actively engage in discussions and cooperation 
with ASEANAPOL members. Their contributions 
include addressing security matters, sharing best 
practices, and providing aid in capacity building or 
�W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�� �S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V���� �'�L�D�O�R�J�X�H�� �S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�O�\��
broaden the network of law enforcement agencies 
and nurture connections beyond the ASEAN region. 
ASEANAPOL's Dialogue Partners include the 
�$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D�Q�� �)�H�G�H�U�D�O�� �3�R�O�L�F�H���� �0�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\�� �R�I�� �3�X�E�O�L�F��
�6�H�F�X�U�L�W�\�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �3�H�R�S�O�H�
�V�� �5�H�S�X�E�O�L�F�� �R�I�� �&�K�L�Q�D����
�1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���3�R�O�L�F�H���$�J�H�Q�F�\���R�I���-�D�S�D�Q�����.�R�U�H�D�Q���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
�3�R�O�L�F�H�� �$�J�H�Q�F�\���� �1�H�Z�� �=�H�D�O�D�Q�G�� �3�R�O�L�F�H���� �0�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\��
�R�I�� �,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�O�� �$�I�I�D�L�U�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �5�X�V�V�L�D�Q�� �)�H�G�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q����
�7�X�U�N�L�V�K�� �1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �3�R�O�L�F�H���� �$�6�(�$�1�� �6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�L�D�W����
�(�X�U�R�S�H�D�Q���3�R�O�L�F�H�����(�8�5�2�3�2�/�������,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���3�R�O�L�F�H��

�2�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� ���,�1�7�(�5�3�2�/������ �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �8�.�� �1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
�&�U�L�P�H���$�J�H�Q�F�\��

Observers consist of entities such as international 
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �R�U�� �F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �K�R�O�G�� �R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�U�� �V�W�D�W�X�V��
within ASEANAPOL. They participate in meetings, 
conferences, and ASEANAPOL activities as observers, 
gaining insights into ASEANAPOL's endeavours, 
sharing relevant expertise or perspectives, and 
exploring future avenues for collaboration. This status 
allows them to stay informed about regional security 
developments and actively participate in discussions 
on law enforcement cooperation. Current Observer 
Partners include the �)�L�M�L�� �3�R�O�L�F�H�� �)�R�U�F�H���� �1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
�3�R�O�L�F�H���R�I���7�L�P�R�U���/�H�V�W�H�����,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I��
�&�K�L�H�I�V���R�I�� �3�R�O�L�F�H�����,�$�&�3������ �,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H��
�R�I�� �W�K�H�� �5�H�G�� �&�U�R�V�V�� ���,�&�5�&������ �8�6�� �)�H�G�H�U�D�O�� �%�X�U�H�D�X�� �R�I��
�,�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q���� �*�X�O�I�� �&�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�� �3�R�O�L�F�H��
���*�&�&�3�2�/������ �5�R�\�D�O�� �&�D�Q�D�G�L�D�Q�� �0�R�X�Q�W�H�G�� �3�R�O�L�F�H��
���5�&�0�3������ �)�U�H�Q�F�K�� �0�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\�� �R�I�� �,�Q�W�H�U�L�R�U���� �$�U�J�H�Q�W�L�Q�H��
�)�H�G�H�U�D�O�� �3�R�O�L�F�H���� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�� �3�R�O�L�F�H���� �6�H�F�X�U�L�W�\��
�'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���,�W�D�O�L�D�Q���,�Q�W�H�U�L�R�U���0�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\�����D�Q�G���W�K�H��
�0�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\�� �R�I�� �,�Q�W�H�U�L�R�U�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �8�Q�L�W�H�G�� �$�U�D�E�� �(�P�L�U�D�W�H�V��
���8�$�(����

�/�L�N�H���P�L�Q�G�H�G���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���3�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V���D�U�H���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V��
that share similar goals and collaborate with 
ASEANAPOL to enhance law enforcement 
capabilities. These partners include the �,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
�$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���3�R�O�L�F�H���$�F�D�G�H�P�L�H�V�����,�1�7�(�5�3�$���� �$�V�L�D��
�3�D�F�L�¿�F�� �0�H�G�L�F�R�� �/�H�J�D�O�� �$�J�H�Q�F�L�H�V�� ���$�3�0�/�$���� �:�R�U�O�G��
�%�R�U�G�H�U�� �2�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���� �&�D�Q�D�G�D�� ���%�2�5�'�(�5�3�2�/���� 
�&�H�Q�W�U�D�O�� �$�V�L�D�Q�� �5�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O�� �,�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G��
�&�R�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���&�H�Q�W�U�H�����&�$�5�,�&�&���� �&�,�7�(�6�����8�1�&�7�(�'����
�6�R�X�W�K�H�D�V�W�� �(�X�U�R�S�H�D�Q�� �/�D�Z�� �(�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W�� �&�H�Q�W�H�U��
���6�(�/�(�&������ �3�D�F�L�¿�F�� �,�V�O�D�Q�G�V�� �&�K�L�H�I�V�� �R�I�� �3�R�O�L�F�H��
�6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�L�D�W�� ���3�,�&�3������ �(�X�U�R�S�H�D�Q�� �$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q�� �I�R�U��
�6�H�F�X�U�H�� �7�U�D�Q�V�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V���� �8�1�2�'�&���� �5�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O�� �$�Q�W�L��
�7�H�U�U�R�U�L�V�P�� �6�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�� �R�I�� �6�K�D�Q�J�K�D�L�� �&�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q��
�2�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� ���5�$�7�6���6�&�2�������$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �3�R�O�L�F�H��
�7�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�� �,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�V�� �L�Q�� �$�V�L�D�� ���$�3�7�$������ �8�6�$�,�'��
�:�L�O�G�O�L�I�H�� �$�V�L�D���� �)�U�H�H�O�D�Q�G�� and �5�D�V�K�W�U�L�\�D�� �5�D�N�V�D��
�8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�� Through these diverse and strategic 
collaborations, ASEANAPOL continues to strengthen 
its efforts in combating transnational crime and 
enhancing global security.
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Electronic ASEANAPOL Database

The Electronic ASEANAPOL Database System 
���(�$�'�6���� �K�D�V�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�O�\�� �H�Q�K�D�Q�F�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q��
sharing capabilities of ASEANAPOL since its inception. 
�(�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G�� �W�R�� �I�D�F�L�O�L�W�D�W�H�� �W�K�H�� �H�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�W�� �H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H�� �R�I��
law enforcement-related data, intelligence, and 
information among ASEAN member countries' law 
enforcement agencies, EADS originated in the late 
���������V�� �Z�K�H�Q�� �$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/�� �U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �Q�H�H�G��
�I�R�U�� �D�� �F�H�Q�W�U�D�O�L�]�H�G�� �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P���� �,�Q�L�W�L�D�O�� �G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q�V�� �D�Q�G��
planning during ASEANAPOL meetings highlighted 
the growing importance of leveraging technology to 
combat transnational crime effectively. By the early 
2000s, member countries committed resources and 
technical expertise to develop the system, supported 
by international partners and experts, leading to 
the establishment of a comprehensive database 
infrastructure capable of securely storing and sharing 
law enforcement data across borders.

Today, EADS remains a vital tool for ASEANAPOL 
member countries in their efforts to combat 
transnational crime, continuously evolving to 
incorporate advanced features and functionalities. 
�,�W�� �V�H�U�Y�H�V�� �D�V�� �D�� �F�H�Q�W�U�D�O�L�]�H�G�� �G�D�W�D�� �U�H�S�R�V�L�W�R�U�\�� �I�R�U�� �D��

wide range of law enforcement-related information, 
employs robust security measures for secure data 
exchange, and enables real-time collaboration 
among law enforcement personnel. Additionally, 
EADS provides analytical tools for data analysis and 
interpretation, supporting strategic decision-making, 
and includes training and technical support for effective 
�X�W�L�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���� �7�K�H�� �V�\�V�W�H�P�
�V�� �R�Q�J�R�L�Q�J�� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�� �D�Q�G��
�U�H�¿�Q�H�P�H�Q�W�� �X�Q�G�H�U�V�F�R�U�H�� �$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/�
�V�� �F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W��
to leveraging technology and innovation to advance 
regional security and law enforcement cooperation, 
enhancing regional cooperation, information sharing, 
and collective efforts against transnational crime.

ASEANAPOL Products and Services

ASEANAPOL's products and services are centered 
around its mission of ���3�U�H�Y�H�Q�W�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G�� �F�R�P�E�D�W�L�Q�J��
�W�U�D�Q�V�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �F�U�L�P�H�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �D�� �J�U�H�D�W�H�U�� �Q�H�[�X�V��
�D�Q�G�� �F�U�H�D�W�L�Y�H�� �S�R�O�L�F�L�Q�J�� �F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q��, its vision 
of ���7�R�J�H�W�K�H�U�� �:�H�� �.�H�H�S�� �7�K�L�V�� �5�H�J�L�R�Q�� �6�D�I�H�� and 
its motto: �³�)�L�J�K�W�� �&�U�L�P�H�V���� �/�R�Y�H�� �+�X�P�D�Q�L�W�\�� �D�Q�G��
�+�H�O�S�� �'�H�O�L�Q�T�X�H�Q�W�V�´����These guiding principles aim 
�W�R�� �V�\�Q�H�U�J�L�]�H�� �S�R�O�L�F�L�Q�J�� �U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �H�[�S�H�U�W�L�V�H��
�W�R�� �H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\�� �F�R�P�E�D�W�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G�� �D�Q�G�� �H�P�H�U�J�L�Q�J��
international criminal enterprises, thereby contributing 
to a safer ASEAN Community �³�W�R���O�L�Y�H�����W�R���Z�R�U�N���D�Q�G��
�W�R�� �G�R�� �E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�´�� Key offerings include facilitating 
the exchange of intelligence and information among 
�P�H�P�E�H�U�� �F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �W�K�H�� �(�$�'�6���� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�L�Q�J��
training programs and capacity-building initiatives, 
coordinating joint operations and task forces, 
and developing regional policies and protocols to 
strengthen cooperation in combating transnational 
crime.

�$�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\���� �$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�V�� �F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V����
workshops, and seminars to promote dialogue, 
knowledge-sharing, and the exchange of 
best practices among member countries and 

�V�W�D�N�H�K�R�O�G�H�U�V���� �7�K�H�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�O�V�R��
fosters partnerships with international 
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� �O�D�Z�� �H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W��
agencies, academia, and other 
stakeholders to enhance information-
�V�K�D�U�L�Q�J�����U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H���P�R�E�L�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���M�R�L�Q�W��
initiatives addressing common security 
concerns. Overall, ASEANAPOL's 
products and services aim to strengthen 
regional and global cooperation, 
build capacity, enhance capabilities, 
and facilitate effective responses to 
transnational crime threats across 
ASEAN member countries.

Core Focus Areas

Since the 34th ASEANAPOL Conference in 2014, 
the ASEANAPOL has concentrated on key areas to 
enhance regional security and cooperation. These 
areas include addressing �L�O�O�L�F�L�W�� �G�U�X�J�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J����
�F�R�P�E�D�W�L�Q�J���W�H�U�U�R�U�L�V�P����preventing �D�U�P�V���V�P�X�J�J�O�L�Q�J����
�W�D�F�N�O�L�Q�J�� �K�X�P�D�Q�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���� �D�Q�G�� �¿�J�K�W�L�Q�J�� �Z�L�O�G�O�L�I�H��
�F�U�L�P�H�V����Additionally, ASEANAPOL has targeted 
�P�D�U�L�W�L�P�H���I�U�D�X�G�����F�R�P�P�H�U�F�L�D�O���F�U�L�P�H�V�����F�\�E�H�U�F�U�L�P�H�V����
and the use of �I�U�D�X�G�X�O�H�Q�W�� �W�U�D�Y�H�O�� �G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�V�� 
�6�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�� �S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V�� �K�D�V�� �E�H�H�Q�� �P�D�G�H�� �L�Q�� �H�Q�K�D�Q�F�L�Q�J��
information sharing through the �$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/��
�'�D�W�D�E�D�V�H�� �6�\�V�W�H�P�� ���H���$�'�6������strengthening�� �P�X�W�X�D�O��
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�D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�� �R�Q�� �F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�O�� �P�D�W�W�H�U�V���� �D�Q�G�� �S�U�R�P�R�W�L�Q�J��
�W�K�H���H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H���R�I���S�H�U�V�R�Q�Q�H�O���D�Q�G���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V��
�D�P�R�Q�J���$�6�(�$�1���S�R�O�L�F�H���I�R�U�F�H�V�� The establishment of 
the ASEAN Police Forensic Science Network (AFSN) 
further supports criminal investigations and the justice 
system across ASEAN countries.

�5�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�L�Q�J���W�K�H���G�\�Q�D�P�L�F���O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H���R�I���W�U�D�Q�V�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
crime and rapid technological advancements, 
ASEANAPOL acknowledges the necessity for periodic 
reassessment of its core focus areas to maintain 
�H�I�¿�F�D�F�\�� �L�Q�� �D�G�G�U�H�V�V�L�Q�J�� �F�R�Q�W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�\�� �F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V����
�:�K�L�O�H���N�H�\�� �D�U�H�D�V���O�L�N�H���L�O�O�L�F�L�W���G�U�X�J���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���� �W�H�U�U�R�U�L�V�P����
�K�X�P�D�Q�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���� �D�Q�G�� �F�\�E�H�U�F�U�L�P�H�� �K�D�Y�H�� �E�H�H�Q��
priorities, the evolving nature of crime necessitates 
realignment to effectively combat emerging threats. 
This reassessment will ensure that ASEANAPOL's 
focus areas align with global policing goals and 
�U�H�À�H�F�W�� �U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O�� �F�U�L�P�H�� �W�U�H�Q�G�V���� �H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�L�Q�J�� �F�O�H�D�U��

�G�H�¿�Q�L�W�L�R�Q�V�� �F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�H�Q�W�� �Z�L�W�K�� �L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V����
By leveraging emerging technologies, improving 
information-sharing mechanisms, and fostering 
stronger partnerships, ASEANAPOL aims to respond 
promptly to evolving threats, thereby enhancing 
the safety and security of member states and their 
�F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V��
The proposed comprehensive review is essential 
for maintaining ASEANAPOL's relevance and 
effectiveness in combating transnational crime 
within the ASEAN region and contributing to global 
security efforts. Expected outcomes include a 
detailed assessment report providing insights 
into current challenges and emerging trends, 
along with recommendations for updating focus 
�D�U�H�D�V���� �$�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\���� �D�Q�� �X�S�G�D�W�H�G�� �O�L�V�W�� �R�I�� �Z�H�O�O���G�H�¿�Q�H�G��
�W�U�D�Q�V�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G�� �F�U�L�P�H�V�� �Z�L�O�O�� �E�H�� �S�U�R�S�R�V�H�G��
to align with international standards, facilitating 
greater cooperation among member countries. By 
establishing a common framework for identifying 
and addressing transnational crimes, ASEANAPOL 
can strengthen regional coordination and enhance 
its impact on crime prevention and prosecution, 
ultimately contributing to a safer ASEAN community.

Way Forward

To advance, ASEANAPOL should strive to reach a 
consensus agreement to forge a comprehensive 
strategic roadmap for the future. This roadmap should 
aim to enhance regional and global cooperation by 
strengthening partnerships, leveraging technological 
advancements such as data analytics and AI, 
and investing in capacity-building programs. Joint 
law enforcement operations, facilitated by the 
ASEANAPOL Secretariat, should be conducted 
while respecting member countries' sovereignty.  
�+�D�U�P�R�Q�L�]�L�Q�J�� �O�H�J�D�O�� �I�U�D�P�H�Z�R�U�N�V�� �D�Q�G�� �S�U�R�D�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\��
addressing emerging threats like cybercrime through 
open dialogue are essential. Securing diverse funding 
�V�R�X�U�F�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �R�S�W�L�P�L�]�L�Q�J�� �U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�� �D�O�O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �Z�L�O�O��
�V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�� �$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/�
�V�� �L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H�V���� �5�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H��
�J�O�R�E�D�O���S�U�H�Y�D�O�H�Q�F�H���R�I���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G���F�U�L�P�H���D�Q�G���S�U�R�P�R�W�L�Q�J��
democratic governance to enhance resilience against 
criminality are also crucial. By focusing on these 
strategic areas, ASEANAPOL can bolster its role as a 
regional leader in combating transnational crime and 
contribute to a safer ASEAN and global communities.
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ASEANAPOL SECRETARIAT’S COMMITMENT TO 
SUPPORTING PHILIPPINE MIGRANT WORKERS AND 

COMBATING TRANSNATIONAL CRIMES

By Executive Director David Martinez Vinluan

On January 28, 2024, ASEANAPOL Executive 
�'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�� �'�D�Y�L�G�� �0�D�U�W�L�Q�H�]�� �9�L�Q�O�X�D�Q�� �Z�D�V�� �L�Q�Y�L�W�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�K�H��
�0�L�J�U�D�Q�W���:�R�U�N�H�U�V���2�I�¿�F�H���D�W���W�K�H���3�K�L�O�L�S�S�L�Q�H���(�P�E�D�V�V�\���L�Q��
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, to speak to 50 Philippine 
migrant workers during a Post Arrival Orientation 
Seminar (PAOS). He introduced ASEANAPOL's 
�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���Y�L�V�L�R�Q�����K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�L�Q�J���L�W�V���R�I�¿�F�H���L�Q���0�D�O�D�\�V�L�D��
and its campaign against transnational crimes. 
�9�L�Q�O�X�D�Q���H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G���W�K�H���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H���R�I���R�E�H�\�L�Q�J���K�R�V�W��
country laws, excelling in their work, avoiding illegal 
activities, maintaining a good budgeting strategy to 
support their families back home, and keeping strong 
faith.

Again, on February 4, 2024, ED Vinluan was invited 
�E�\�� �W�K�H�� �0�L�J�U�D�Q�W�� �:�R�U�N�H�U�V�� �2�I�¿�F�H�� �W�R�� �V�S�H�D�N�� �W�R�� �D�Q�R�W�K�H�U��
group of 50 Philippine migrant workers during a 
PAOS. He reiterated ASEANAPOL's mission and 
vision, focusing on its efforts to combat transnational 
�F�U�L�P�H�V�����S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���L�Q���S�H�U�V�R�Q�V�����+�H���D�G�Y�L�V�H�G��
the audience to respect host country laws, strive 
for excellence in their work, avoid illegal activities, 
�P�D�Q�D�J�H�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �¿�Q�D�Q�F�H�V�� �Z�L�V�H�O�\���� �D�Q�G�� �P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q�� �I�D�L�W�K�� �W�R��
overcome challenges.

On July 14, 2024, Executive Director Vinluan attended 
the culmination program for the Capacity Building 
and Skill Enhancement initiative for approximately 
115 Philippine migrant workers in Malaysia. This 
program, led by the Philippine Embassy’s Migrant 
�:�R�U�N�H�U�V�� �2�I�¿�F�H�� ���0�:�2���� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �2�Y�H�U�V�H�D�V�� �:�R�U�N�H�U�V��
Welfare Administration (OWWA), aims to equip 
migrant workers with essential skills and training to 
�D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�� �H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F�� �V�H�O�I���V�X�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�F�\�� �X�S�R�Q�� �U�H�W�X�U�Q�L�Q�J�� �W�R��
the Philippines. Spearheaded by Labor Attaché II Ms. 
�7�H�U�H�V�D���/�R�X�U�G�H�V���/�����3�L�P�H�Q�W�H�O���D�Q�G���:�H�O�I�D�U�H���2�I�¿�F�H�U���0�V����
Rosanna G. Siray, the program focuses on business 
�W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G�� �¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O�� �H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �W�R�� �K�H�O�S�� �S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�Q�W�V��
create sustainable sources of income through 
entrepreneurship and investments.

The initiative supports Philippine migrant workers and 
their families by enhancing their prospects for better 
jobs in the Philippines. It includes comprehensive 
business training on starting and managing 
businesses, understanding market dynamics, and 
�V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F�� �S�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J���� �D�O�R�Q�J�V�L�G�H�� �¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O�� �H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�Q��
smart investment strategies, savings, budgeting, 
�D�Q�G�� �H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H�� �¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O�� �P�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W���� �7�K�L�V�� �L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H��
aligns with President Ferdinand R. Marcos' vision of 
making overseas employment a choice rather than 
a necessity for Filipinos, aiming to foster economic 
stability and growth for returning migrant workers.

During the event, Consul General Rousel R. Reyes 
delivered the keynote speech, and H.E. Maria Angela 
A. Ponce, Ambassador of the Philippine Embassy 
in Kuala Lumpur, provided the closing remarks. 
Executive Director Vinluan’s participation highlighted 
ASEANAPOL’s support for the Embassy's initiatives 
and its focus on combating transnational crimes, 
�S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\�� �K�X�P�D�Q�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���� �7�K�L�V�� �F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q��
underscores a strong commitment to protecting the 
rights and welfare of migrant workers and ensuring 
their successful reintegration into Philippine society.

In conclusion, these efforts illustrate the importance 
of cooperation and collaboration in addressing the 
challenges faced by migrant workers. By working 
together, ASEANAPOL, the Philippine Embassy, 
and other stakeholders can create a supportive 
environment that not only combats transnational 
crimes but also empowers migrant workers to 
achieve economic stability and success. Join us in 
our commitment to keep this region safe and foster 
a brighter future for all. Together, we can make a 
difference.
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ASEANAPOL SECRETARIAT EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR LEADS COURTESY CALLS TO
DIRECTORS OF ���æ�ð�Ø�ã�����Ø�ã�Ø�ð�ê�à�Ø�����æ�ã�à�Ú�Ü

On January 10, 2024, ASEANAPOL
Executive Director David Martinez
Vinluan, alongside outgoing Executive
Director BGen Zaw Lin Tun, paid a
courtesy call to Tan Sri Razarudin bin
Husain, Inspector General of the Royal
Malaysia Police (IGP RMP). The
meeting focused on strengthening
collaborative efforts and enhanc ing
cooperation on critical security issues
such as transnational crime, terrorism,
and cybercrime. They discussed the
importance of facilitating information
exchange among ASEAN police forces
to tackle these challenges effectively.
Future projects were outlined to ensure
active participation from the Royal
Malaysia Police, with Tan Sri Razarudin
stressing the need for regular meetings
with relevant RMP Directorates to
reinforce ASEANAPOL’s effectiveness
and foster stronger regional
cooperation.

On February 2, 2024, Executive
Director Vinluan led a meeting with
SAC Dato Pahlawan Supramaniam
Ramasamy, Director of the International
Relation Unit of the Royal Malaysia
Police (RMP), to discuss the upcoming
TRIPOD 2 project. Funded by the US
State Department, this project aims to
combat wildlife trafficking in Malays ia,
Thailand, Vietnam, and Lao PDR, with
ASEANAPOL coordinating the initiative.
The meeting included plans for a
round table on May 13, 2024, which
will involve various agencies such as
the Wildlife Crime Bureau, Royal
Malaysian Customs, and Interpol NCB
Malaysia, to establish a regional 

counter-wildlife trafficking network
and deepen cooperation between
ASEANAPOL and RMP.

On February 28, 2024, Executive
Director Vinluan welcomed CP Dato’
Allaudeen bin Abdul Majid, Chief of
Police, Kuala Lumpur, to the
Secretariat. The visit focused on
ASEANAPOL’s structure and
initiatives, particularly Cybercrime
Training. CP Dato’ Allaudeen
proposed improvements to the e-ADS
platform and emphasized the
importance of collaboration to
position ASEANAPOL as a significant
regional force against Trafficking in
Persons. They discussed strategies to
enhance the effectiveness of the e-
ADS platform and the overall
coordination between member
countries to address this issue
comprehensively.

On April 26, 2024, Executive Director
Vinluan and his team met with
Assistant Director NCB/INTERPOL
Superintendent Saravanan
Kanniappan and DSP Mohd Zuhaili
bin Saleh to foster closer
collaboration between ASEANAPOL
and INTERPOL. The discussions
centered on enhancing regional
police cooperation and addressing
transnational crimes such as drug
trafficking, human trafficking,
terrorism, cybercrime, and organized
crime. They explored ways to improve
information sharing and capacity
building to strengthen the overall
response to these transnational
threats.
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On May 2, 2024, Executive Director Vinluan visited CP Dato’

Khaw Kok Chin, Director of the Narcotic Crimes

Investigation Department at Bukit Aman, Kuala Lumpur. The

discussions focused on strategies to combat transnational

organized crimes and potential future collaborations. They

considered joint training programs and technology-driven

solutions to enhance regional law enforcement capabilities.

This meeting underscored ASEANAPOL’s role in fostering

cooperation and providing the necessary tools and training

to tackle the growing challenges of narcotic crimes.

�&�R�Q�F�O�X�V�L�R�Q

The Royal Malaysia Police (RMP), as the host country to the

ASEANAPOL Secretariat, plays a crucial role in fostering

regional security cooperation and enhancing collaborative

efforts among ASEAN member countries. From January to

May 2024, numerous high-level meetings underscored the

importance of this partnership in addressing critical security

issues such as transnational crime, terrorism, and

cybercrime. The RMP's active participation has been

instrumental in advancing joint initiatives, facilitating the

exchange of information, and sharing best practices, which

are essential for effective law enforcement across the

ASEAN region.

Key takeaways include the emphasis on capacity-building

programs, such as Cybercrime Training and the TRIPOD 2

project, and the importance of maintaining regular

communication and cooperation. These efforts not only

bolster the capabilities of regional law enforcement but also

contribute significantly to regional stability and security.

As Peter Drucker wisely stated, "The leaders who work most

effectively, it seems to me, never say 'I.' They don’t think 'I.'

They think 'we'; they think 'team.'" This mindset has been

clearly demonstrated by the RMP's approach, fostering

teamwork and collective responsibility. Stephen Covey’s

insight, "Interdependent people combine their own efforts  

01

with the efforts of others to achieve their greatest success,"

reflects the essence of the cooperation seen in these

meetings . Furthermore, Henry Ford’s words, "Coming

together is a beginning, staying together is progress, and

working together is success," encapsulate the journey and

achievements of this collaborative effort.

The partnership between ASEANAPOL and the RMP

exemplifies a proactive approach to tackling emerging

threats, ensuring that ASEANAPOL remains at the forefront of

regional and international law enforcement cooperation.

This collaboration not only reinforces existing relationships

but also paves the way for new initiatives, demonstrating a

mutual commitment to addressing security challenges and

promoting a secure and collaborative future for the ASEAN

region.
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���7�K�H�� �W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �F�R�X�U�W�H�V�\�� �F�D�O�O�V�� �L�V�� �D�� �W�H�V�W�D�P�H�Q�W��

�W�R�� �R�X�U�� �F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W�� �W�R�� �P�X�W�X�D�O�� �U�H�V�S�H�F�W�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H��

�F�X�O�W�L�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���V�W�U�R�Q�J�����S�R�V�L�W�L�Y�H���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S�V��������

�3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���(�P�L�O�L�R���$�J�X�L�Q�D�O�G�R

�6�L�Q�F�H���-�D�Q�X�D�U�\���������������������3�R�O�L�F�H���&�R�O�R�Q�H�O���'�D�Y�L�G���0�D�U�W�L�Q�H�]��
Vinluan has served as the 8th Executive Director of the 
ASEANPOL Secretariat in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 
During his tenure, he has welcomed dignitaries 
from various embassies, Dialogue Partners, and 
Observers, who visited the Secretariat to introduce 
themselves and express support for ASEANAPOL’s 
plans and programs. In early February, Vinluan 
initiated the drafting of letters to ASEAN National 
Police Chiefs, Ambassadors of embassies in Kuala 
Lumpur, and Directors within the Royal Malaysia 
Police (RMP), proposing courtesy call visits by the 
ASEANAPOL Secretariat team. This practice follows 
the tradition of the Philippine National Police, which 
�U�H�J�X�O�D�U�O�\���F�R�Q�G�X�F�W�V���V�X�F�K���Y�L�V�L�W�V���W�R���Y�D�U�L�R�X�V���R�I�¿�F�L�D�O�V���D�Q�G��
stakeholders. This tradition, as highlighted by the 
�¿�U�V�W���3�K�L�O�L�S�S�L�Q�H���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���(�P�L�O�L�R���$�J�X�L�Q�D�O�G�R�����U�H�À�H�F�W�V���D��
commitment to mutual respect and the cultivation of 
strong, positive relationships.

Courtesy Calls to the Chiefs of ASEAN National 
Police

On January 10, 2024, ASEANAPOL Executive 
�'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�� �'�D�Y�L�G�� �0�D�U�W�L�Q�H�]�� �9�L�Q�O�X�D�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �R�X�W�J�R�L�Q�J��
Executive Director BGen Zaw Lin Tun paid a 
�F�R�X�U�W�H�V�\�� �F�D�O�O�� �W�R�� �7�D�Q�� �6�U�L�� �5�D�]�D�U�X�G�L�Q�� �E�L�Q�� �+�X�V�D�L�Q����
Inspector General of the Royal Malaysia Police (IGP 
RMP). They discussed strengthening collaborative 
efforts, enhancing cooperation on security issues 
like transnational crime, terrorism, and cybercrime, 
and facilitating information exchange among ASEAN 
police forces. Future projects were outlined to ensure 
active participation from the Royal Malaysia Police, 
�Z�L�W�K���7�D�Q���6�U�L���5�D�]�D�U�X�G�L�Q���H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�L�Q�J���W�K�H���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H��
of regular meetings with relevant RMP Directorates 
to reinforce ASEANAPOL’s effectiveness.

On March 22, 2024, Executive Director Vinluan 
and DSP Suresh Subramaniam met with Police 
Inspector General Krishna Murti of the Indonesian 
National Police (INP) in Jakarta. Executive Director 
Vinluan shared updates on ASEANAPOL’s activities 
and upcoming initiatives to improve regional police 
cooperation, seeking insights from the INP delegation, 
including Police BGen Amur Chandra J.B., Secretary 
of NCB Interpol Indonesia, to enhance Secretariat 
operations and coordination.

On April 3, 2024, in Bangkok, DSP Suresh 
Subramaniam and DSP Chan Yew Hiok, under the 
supervision of Executive Director Vinluan, convened 
�Z�L�W�K�� �N�H�\�� �R�I�¿�F�L�D�O�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �5�R�\�D�O���7�K�D�L�� �3�R�O�L�F�H�� ���5�7�3������
Discussions highlighted recent ASEANAPOL 
activities, including Capacity Building Trainings 
(CBTs) and the launch of new social media platforms. 
They also addressed RTP’s designation of focal 
persons for ten Transnational Crime (TNC) thematic 
areas and RTP’s commitment to hosting the 43rd 
�$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/���&�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���L�Q�������������� �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�L�Q�J���W�K�H��
importance of continued collaboration.

On May 6, 2024, Executive Director Vinluan, Senior Lt. 
Colonel Nguyen Huu Ngoc, and Mr. Steve Galster of 
Freeland visited Police Major General Tran Minh Tien 
in Vietnam. They discussed enhancing cooperation 
on transnational crimes, with DG OIPA instructing 
further enhancement of facilitation, coordination, 
and collaboration, particularly on issues like drug 
�W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���� �K�X�P�D�Q�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���� �W�H�U�U�R�U�L�V�P���� �F�\�E�H�U�F�U�L�P�H����
�D�Q�G�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G�� �F�U�L�P�H�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �L�P�S�U�R�Y�H�G�� �L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q��
sharing among ASEAN police forces.

Finally, on May 31, 2024, Executive Director Vinluan, 
accompanied by Police Lieutenant Colonel Luisito R. 
Nevado and NUP Ruth Sison, visited Police General 
Rommel Francisco D. Marbil at the PNP National 
Headquarters in the Philippines. They congratulated 
him on his appointment and discussed further 
enhancing cooperation to combat transnational 
�F�U�L�P�H�V���V�X�F�K���D�V���G�U�X�J���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�����K�X�P�D�Q���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�����D�Q�G��
�F�\�E�H�U�F�U�L�P�H�����%�R�W�K���S�D�U�W�L�H�V���U�H�D�I�¿�U�P�H�G���W�K�H�L�U���F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W��
to deepening their partnership and maintaining open 
lines of communication, with ASEANAPOL ready 
to serve as a coordination and communication 
mechanism for all PNP programs and projects.

Courtesy Calls to the Ambassadors of Embassies 
in Kuala Lumpur and Their Representatives

From January to April 2024, ASEANAPOL Executive 
�'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�� �'�D�Y�L�G�� �0�D�U�W�L�Q�H�]�� �9�L�Q�O�X�D�Q�� �V�S�H�D�U�K�H�D�G�H�G��
numerous high-level meetings to strengthen 
collaborative efforts and enhance global security 
cooperation. These meetings focused on fostering 
partnerships and addressing critical security issues 
affecting ASEAN and the international community.

On January 30, 2024, the Secretariat welcomed 
a visit from the Police Attaché of the Embassy of 
Korea in Malaysia. The pivotal meeting addressed 
�F�\�E�H�U�V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���� �L�O�O�L�F�L�W�� �G�U�X�J�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���� �D�Q�G�� �F�D�S�D�F�L�W�\��
building, laying a strong foundation for future 

By Executive Director David Martinez Vinluan
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T EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR LEADS COURTESY CALLS 
O STRENGTHEN COLLABORATION AND SECURITY

partnerships and demonstrating a mutual commitment 
to tackling pressing transnational crimes.

On February 5, 2024, the Secretariat welcomed 
a visit from the PNP Attaché from the Philippine 
Embassy. Discussions reviewed collaborative efforts 
and planned future strategies.

�2�Q���)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\�����������������������W�K�H���$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/���6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�L�D�W��
visited the Russian Federation Ambassador at his 
�R�I�¿�F�H�����K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H���R�I���P�X�W�X�D�O���V�X�S�S�R�U�W��
and exploring joint initiatives to combat transnational 
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G���F�U�L�P�H��

On February 28, 2024, the Secretariat welcomed a 
visit from the French Police Attaché from Singapore. 
�7�K�H���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q�V���H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G���F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�Q���V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\��
issues and the sharing of expertise to enhance 
regional law enforcement capabilities.

On April 16, 2024, the ASEANAPOL Secretariat 
visited the Canadian High Commissioner ably 
represented by the Police Attaché. Key discussions 
highlighted ASEANAPOL’s structure and capacity-
building programs, resulting in commitments to future 
training sessions and enhanced cooperation.

�2�Q���$�S�U�L�O�����������������������W�K�H���$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/���6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�L�D�W���Y�L�V�L�W�H�G��
the Italian Ambassador. The meeting underscored 
capacity-building programs and the commitment 
to future collaborative efforts, particularly in areas 
�R�I�� �V�K�D�U�H�G�� �F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�� �V�X�F�K�� �D�V�� �G�U�X�J�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���� �K�X�P�D�Q��
�W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�����D�Q�G���F�\�E�H�U�F�U�L�P�H��

On April 18, 2024, the ASEANAPOL Secretariat 
met with the Japanese Ambassador. The meeting 
�H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H�� �R�I�� �W�D�L�O�R�U�H�G�� �W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J��
�L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H�V���W�R���D�G�G�U�H�V�V���W�H�U�U�R�U�L�V�P�����R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G���F�U�L�P�H�����D�Q�G��
cybercrime, reinforcing the need for a collaborative 
approach and sharing of best practices.

On April 19, 2024, the ASEANAPOL Secretariat 
visited the British High Commissioner. Discussions 
�K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �Q�H�F�H�V�V�L�W�\�� �R�I�� �D�� �X�Q�L�¿�H�G�� �D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K�� �W�R��
�F�R�P�E�D�W�� �W�H�U�U�R�U�L�V�P���� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G�� �F�U�L�P�H���� �D�Q�G�� �F�\�E�H�U�F�U�L�P�H��
through tailored training initiatives.

On April 23, 2024, the ASEANAPOL Secretariat 
visited the New Zealand Deputy High Commissioner. 
�7�K�H���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q���I�R�F�X�V�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H���X�W�L�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���D�U�W�L�¿�F�L�D�O��
�L�Q�W�H�O�O�L�J�H�Q�F�H�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �¿�J�K�W�� �D�J�D�L�Q�V�W�� �F�\�E�H�U�F�U�L�P�H����
highlighting the potential for technological 
advancements to bolster law enforcement efforts 
across the ASEAN region.

On April 29, 2024, the ASEANAPOL Secretariat 
visited the Turkish Ambassador. The discussions 
�H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G�� �L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �L�Q�� �F�R�P�E�D�W�L�Q�J��
�W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G�� �F�\�E�H�U�F�U�L�P�H���� �U�H�L�Q�I�R�U�F�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �J�O�R�E�D�O��
�Q�D�W�X�U�H���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���W�K�U�H�D�W�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���Q�H�H�G���I�R�U���X�Q�L�¿�H�G���D�F�W�L�R�Q��
Conclusion

From January to May 2024, ASEANAPOL Executive 
�'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�� �'�D�Y�L�G�� �0�D�U�W�L�Q�H�]�� �9�L�Q�O�X�D�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �K�L�V�� �W�H�D�P��
�H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G�� �V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�H�Q�L�Q�J�� �F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�Y�H�� �H�I�I�R�U�W�V�� �D�Q�G��
enhancing cooperation on key security issues such as 
transnational crime, terrorism, and cybercrime. They 
focused on facilitating the exchange of information 
and best practices among police forces across 
�$�6�(�$�1�� �P�H�P�E�H�U�� �F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�H�G�� �V�S�H�F�L�¿�F��
initiatives like Capacity Building Trainings (CBTs) 
and new social media platforms to raise awareness 
of ASEANAPOL. 

The importance of maintaining open lines of 
communication and regular engagements was 
reinforced, with commitments from the Royal 
Malaysia Police, Indonesian National Police, Royal 
Thai Police, OIPA, and the Philippine National Police 
to actively participate and contribute. This collective 
effort aims to combat the most prevalent transnational 
crimes impacting the region and the world, promoting 
a secure and collaborative future globally.

Courtesy calls are more than just a formality; they 
are a critical practice in fostering mutual respect and 
building strong, positive relationships between law 
enforcement agencies across ASEAN and beyond. 
These meetings provide an essential platform 
for open communication, collaboration, and the 
exchange of information and best practices. By 
maintaining regular and meaningful engagements 
through courtesy calls, ASEANAPOL can effectively 
coordinate efforts to combat transnational crime, 
enhance regional security, and promote peace and 
�V�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\�����7�K�H���W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���F�R�X�U�W�H�V�\���F�D�O�O�V�����D�V���H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G��
by President Emilio Aguinaldo, underscores our 
commitment to working together to address the 
challenges and threats that affect our communities, 
ensuring a safer and more secure future for all. As 
�3�U�R�Y�H�U�E�V�����������������1�,�9�����U�H�P�L�Q�G�V���X�V�������$�V���L�U�R�Q���V�K�D�U�S�H�Q�V��
iron, so one person sharpens another." This verse 
highlights the importance of mutual support and 
collaboration, which are the foundations of our 
courtesy calls and the ongoing efforts to strengthen 
our partnerships for the greater good.

50

13th Edition



51

From January 22 to 25, 2024, the International Initiative 
of Law Enforcement for Climate Change (I2LEC), led 
by the Ministry of Interior of the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), hosted a virtual training programme on the 
Climate Disaster Observers Training Programme 
(Green Helmets). This initiative aimed to equip 
the international law enforcement community with 
the skills needed to respond effectively to climate 
disasters. The four-day programme brought together 
�O�D�Z���H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I�¿�F�H�U�V���I�U�R�P���D�U�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���D�Q�G��
esteemed academicians to enhance their capabilities 
in managing climate-related emergencies.

Representing the ASEANAPOL Secretariat (AS) 
�Z�H�U�H�� �'�6�3�� �&�K�D�Q�� �<�H�Z�� �+�L�R�N���� �3�R�O�L�F�H�� �6�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V�� �2�I�¿�F�H�U��
I (PSO 1); Cpl Sabkiriman Zabidin, Cpl for Plans 
and Programmes; and Cpl Suhasini Gunasagaran, 
Cpl for Police Services. The training commenced 
�Z�L�W�K���R�S�H�Q�L�Q�J���U�H�P�D�U�N�V���I�U�R�P���/�W�����&�R�O�����$�K�P�H�G���$�O�]�D�U�R�X�Q�L��
Eitan Charnoff, a consultant and entrepreneur for 
emergency services in the UAE. He welcomed 
the twenty-seven participants and introduced the 
�V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�F�H���R�I���F�O�L�P�D�W�H���G�L�V�D�V�W�H�U���R�E�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���G�L�V�D�V�W�H�U��
�P�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W���� �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �U�R�O�H�V�� �R�I�� �H�P�H�U�J�H�Q�F�\��
�V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�� �S�U�D�F�W�L�W�L�R�Q�H�U�V���� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J�� �¿�U�H�¿�J�K�W�H�U�V���� �S�R�O�L�F�H����
and emergency medical services, in planning and 
operations during crises.

On the second day, Mr. Diego Reyes, Associate 
�3�U�R�J�U�D�P�P�H�� �2�I�¿�F�H�U�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �8�Q�L�W�H�G�� �1�D�W�L�R�Q�V��
Environment Programme, led sessions focused 
on understanding climate emergencies and the 
science behind them. He covered topics such as 
�F�O�L�P�D�W�H���V�F�L�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���K�D�]�D�U�G�V�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H���R�I��
gathering community information during disasters. 

�5�H�\�H�V�� �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O�� �U�R�O�H�� �W�K�L�V�� �L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q��
plays in effective response and recovery efforts, 
helping participants grasp the link between climate 
change and the increasing frequency and intensity of 
extreme weather events.

The third day of the training shifted focus to 
early warning systems and monitoring. Mr. Jack 
Eades from the Environmental Systems Research 
Institute (ESRI) guided participants on how to track 
environmental changes and proactively identify 
potential risks. He highlighted the importance of 
leveraging data and climate monitoring to guide 
rescue efforts and recovery strategies, stressing that 
timely and accurate information is crucial in mitigating 
the impacts of climate disasters.

�7�K�H�� �¿�Q�D�O�� �G�D�\�� �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G�� �R�E�V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J�� �W�H�F�K�Q�L�T�X�H�V����
data collection, reporting, and information sharing. 
Jade Eades from ESRI demonstrated the use of 
geographical information system (GIS) tools to better 
equip emergency service practitioners in facing 
climate incidents. The programme concluded with 
the Chair expressing appreciation for the participants' 
active involvement and insightful contributions. 
He underscored the importance of collaboration 
and knowledge-sharing as critical elements in 
safeguarding communities from the impacts of 
climate change and disasters.

The I2LEC virtual meeting and Climate Disaster 
Observers Training Programme successfully 
highlighted the essential role of law enforcement 
in managing and responding to climate disasters. 
�%�\�� �H�T�X�L�S�S�L�Q�J�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�\�� �V�N�L�O�O�V��
and knowledge, this initiative has strengthened 
the international law enforcement community’s 
capacity to handle climate-related emergencies. The 
collaboration and knowledge-sharing fostered during 
this programme underscore the importance of united 
efforts in addressing global challenges. Moving 
forward, it is imperative to build on this foundation, 
ensuring that law enforcement agencies are well-
prepared to protect communities and mitigate the 
impacts of climate change. This training not only 
enhances practical capabilities but also reinforces the 
global commitment to a safer, more resilient future.

INTERNATIONAL INITIATIVE OF LAW ENFORCEMENT 
FOR CLIMATE CHANGE (I2LEC) VIRTUAL MEETING 

ON CLIMATE DISASTER OBSERVERS TRAINING 
PROGRAMME UAE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR

By ASEANAPOL Secretariat
January 22-25, 2024



ASEANAPOL SECRETARIAT WELCOMES 
VISIT OF KOREAN POLICE DELEGATES

On January 30, 2024, the ASEANAPOL Secretariat, 
�O�H�G���E�\���(�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H���'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U���'�D�Y�L�G���0�D�U�W�L�Q�H�]���9�L�Q�O�X�D�Q���D�Q�G��
�N�H�\���6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�L�D�W���R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�����Z�D�U�P�O�\���Z�H�O�F�R�P�H�G���W�K�H���Y�L�V�L�W���R�I��
Korean delegates represented by Mr. Han Daehoon, 
Consul and Police Attaché. The meeting aimed to 
foster collaboration and address challenges faced by 
law enforcement agencies, particularly focusing on 
strategies for capacity building and improving joint law 
enforcement initiatives and training between Korea 
and ASEANAPOL. Mr. Han began by congratulating 
Executive Director Vinluan on his appointment and 
provided an overview of the roles and objectives of 
the Korean Embassy in Malaysia. Executive Director 
Vinluan expressed his gratitude for the congratulatory 
�U�H�P�D�U�N�V���D�Q�G���U�H�D�I�¿�U�P�H�G���$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/�
�V���G�H�G�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R��
enhancing its working relationship with Korea.

During the discussions, Mr. Han raised concerns 
about the growing issues of cybercrime and illicit 
�G�U�X�J�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���� �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�L�Q�J�� �.�R�U�H�D�
�V�� �F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W��
to supporting ASEANAPOL through systematic 
knowledge and skills development, capacity 
building, and training. This support included 
�F�X�V�W�R�P�L�]�H�G�� �W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�� �S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V�� �R�Q�� �F�\�E�H�U�V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\�� �D�Q�G��
handling fraudulent travel documents to address 
current criminal activities effectively. Key points of 
collaboration included creating a robust framework 
that aligns with ASEANAPOL regulations, a 
mutual commitment to future partnerships, and the 
�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�� �R�I�� �V�S�H�F�L�D�O�L�]�H�G�� �W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�� �S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V�� �W�R��
�H�T�X�L�S�� �O�D�Z�� �H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�\��
skills to tackle emerging challenges.

The meeting also highlighted the importance of 
holding regular events, such as a biennial International 
Police Summit or Police Days, to foster closer ties 
and promote continuous knowledge exchange 
between Korea, ASEANAPOL, and its member 
�F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���� �7�K�H�� �Y�L�V�L�W�� �X�Q�G�H�U�V�F�R�U�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�F�H��
of regional cooperation in law enforcement and the 
�P�X�W�X�D�O���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V���R�I���V�K�D�U�H�G���N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H���D�Q�G���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V����
The meeting concluded on a positive note, with both 
sides expressing a strong commitment to continued 
�F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�L�Q�J���J�L�I�W�V���W�R���V�\�P�E�R�O�L�]�H���W�K�H�L�U��
partnership. The proposed initiatives and training 
programs were seen as crucial steps toward building 
a more secure and collaborative future, ultimately 
�E�H�Q�H�¿�W�L�Q�J���D�O�O���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G���S�D�U�W�L�H�V��

52

By ASEANAPOL Secretariat
January 30, 2024



www.aseanapol.org

COORDINATED RESPONSE TO BULLYING INCIDENT 
INVOLVING INDIAN NATIONALS IN THE PHILIPPINES

On February 3, 2024, ASEANAPOL Secretariat 
�(�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H�� �'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�� �'�D�Y�L�G�� �0�D�U�W�L�Q�H�]�� �9�L�Q�O�X�D�Q�� �S�U�R�P�S�W�O�\��
facilitated a request from the Royal Malaysia Police, 
conveyed through Deputy Superintendent of Police 
Suresh Subramaniam, to the Philippine National 
Police (PNP) regarding an urgent matter involving 
three Indian nationals. These individuals, medical 
students at a prestigious medical school in Las Piñas, 
Metro Manila, Philippines, were reportedly victims of 
�E�X�O�O�\�L�Q�J���E�\���L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G���V�X�V�S�H�F�W�V��

Upholding its commitment to regional cooperation 
and swift action, the ASEANAPOL Secretariat 
coordinated directly with Police Colonel Sandro 
Jay Tafalla, Chief of Police of the Las Piñas Police 

Station. Upon receiving the request, Police Colonel 
Tafalla immediately dispatched police operatives to 
investigate the incident. The victims had sustained 
various physical injuries due to the bullying. The 
�S�R�O�L�F�H���R�I�¿�F�H�U�V���R�Q���W�K�H���V�F�H�Q�H���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���D�V�V�X�U�D�Q�F�H�V���W�R��
the victims, offering their full support and assistance 
�L�Q�� �¿�O�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�H�� �F�R�P�S�O�D�L�Q�W�V�� �D�J�D�L�Q�V�W�� �W�K�H��
suspects. This prompt intervention was crucial in 
addressing the victims' needs and ensuring that 
justice would be pursued.

The swift and coordinated action taken by the 
�$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/�� �6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�L�D�W�� �H�[�H�P�S�O�L�¿�H�V�� �L�W�V�� �P�L�V�V�L�R�Q����
vision, and the practical implementation of agreements 
signed by the Chiefs of the ASEAN National Police 

in their annual Joint Communiqués. This incident 
underscores the importance of regional cooperation 
in effectively addressing transnational issues and 
protecting the rights and safety of individuals within 
ASEAN member countries. By facilitating such rapid 
responses and ensuring thorough investigations, 
ASEANAPOL continues to strengthen its role as a 
vital mechanism for maintaining security and justice 
across the region.

By ASEANAPOL Secretariat
February 3, 2024

53



On July 24, 2024, the ASEANAPOL Secretariat, in 
partnership with the International Association of 
Chiefs of Police (IACP) IMPACT Section, conducted 
an online IACP IMPACT Section Quarterly ZOOM 
�0�H�H�W�L�Q�J���� �7�K�H�� �,�$�&�3���� �D�Q�� �2�E�V�H�U�Y�H�U�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I��
ASEANAPOL, hosted the event, which included 
presentations and networking opportunities under 
the theme: "IACP International Endeavors plus 
�2�I�¿�F�H�U�� �:�H�O�O�Q�H�V�V�� �7�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G�� �5�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V������ �7�K�H��
event featured presentations conducted in English, 
with simultaneous translation into spoken Spanish, 
ensuring accessibility for a diverse audience. 
The meeting featured the following distinguished 
presenters:

IACP International Endeavours
Liam Price.
IACP International Vice President 
�K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���W�K�H�L�D�F�S���R�U�J���H�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H���E�R�D�U�G���O�L�D�P���S�U�L�F�H

30 X 30 Initiative - Advancing Women in Policing 
Globally.
Maureen "Mo" McGough
�K�W�W�S�V�����������[�����L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H���R�U�J��
IMPACT Section Women Peace and Security (WPS) 
Committee

�2�I�¿�F�H�U���:�H�O�O�Q�H�V�V���7�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���5�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V��
�,�$�&�3���2�I�¿�F�H�U���6�D�I�H�W�\���D�Q�G���:�H�O�O�Q�H�V�V���6�H�F�W�L�R�Q��
Jeff Spivey, Section Chair
�0�D�Q�G�\���1�L�F�H�����6�H�F�W�L�R�Q���%�R�D�U�G���2�I�¿�F�H�U��
�K�W�W�S�V��� � � � �Z�Z�Z���W�K�H�L�D�F�S���R�U�J���W�R�S�L�F�V���R�I�I �L�F�H�U���V�D�I�H�W�\��
wellness

The event saw active participation from approximately 
330 attendees, including representatives from 
ASEANAPOL member countries and various 
international partners such as the USA, Canada, UAE, 
Kosovo, Mexico, and others. This diverse attendance 
underscored the global interest in and commitment 
�W�R���H�Q�K�D�Q�F�L�Q�J���S�R�O�L�F�L�Q�J���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V���D�Q�G���R�I�¿�F�H�U���Z�H�O�O�Q�H�V�V��
The online meeting provided a valuable platform 
for exchanging knowledge, sharing best practices, 
and fostering international collaboration. It also 
strengthened the ties between ASEANAPOL and the 
IACP, paving the way for future cooperative efforts to 
address common challenges in law enforcement.

The ASEANAPOL Secretariat expresses its gratitude 
to all participants and presenters for their contributions 
to the success of this event. We look forward to 
continued collaboration and shared progress in our 
collective mission to improve policing and ensure the 
�V�D�I�H�W�\���D�Q�G���Z�H�O�O�Q�H�V�V���R�I���R�I�¿�F�H�U�V���Z�R�U�O�G�Z�L�G�H��

ASEANAPOL SECRETARIAT AND IACP IMPACT 
SECTION HOST INTERNATIONAL ONLINE MEETING 

FOCUSED ON OFFICER WELLNESS AND 
GLOBAL POLICING INITIATIVES
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On May 29, 2024, 
the Philippines 
commemorated the 
���� th  International Day 
of United Nations 
Peacekeepers with 
the theme “Fit for 
the Future: Building 
Better Together.” The 
event featured David 
�0�D�U�W�L�Q�H�]�� �9�L�Q�O�X�D�Q����
Executive Director 
of the ASEANAPOL 
Secretariat, as a 
keynote speaker. 
He addressed the 
critical relevance 
of international 
p e a c e k e e p i n g 
in today's 
interconnected and 
rapidly evolving 
world.

Police Colonel David 
�0�D�U�W�L�Q�H�]�� �9�L�Q�O�X�D�Q����
a veteran of UN 
Peacekeeping, has 
had an illustrious 
career serving under 
�W�K�H�� �8�1�� �À�D�J���� �+�L�V��
roles have included 
UNCIVPOL in Kosovo 
(UNMIK) from 2005 
to 2006, UNPOL in 
Haiti (MINUSTAH) 
�I�U�R�P�� ���������� �W�R�� ������������

�D�Q�G�� �D�V�� �D�� �6�H�F�R�Q�G�H�G�� �3�R�O�L�F�H�� �2�I�¿�F�H�U�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �3�R�O�L�F�H��
Division, Department of Peace Operations at UNHQ 
in New York, USA, from 2011 to 2015 and 2018 to 
2020. Currently, he serves as the Executive Director 
of the ASEAN National Police (ASEANAPOL), an 
�L�Q�W�H�U���S�R�O�L�F�H�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�P�R�Q�J�� �$�6�(�$�1�� �3�R�O�L�F�H��
�2�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� �I�U�R�P�� �-�D�Q�X�D�U�\�� ������ ������������ �W�R�� �'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U��
31, 2025.

�,�Q�� �W�R�G�D�\�
�V�� �H�U�D�� �R�I�� �J�O�R�E�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���� �L�Q�W�H�U�F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�H�G�Q�H�V�V����
and rapid technological advancement, international 
�S�H�D�F�H�N�H�H�S�L�Q�J�� �L�V�� �P�R�U�H�� �F�U�X�F�L�D�O�� �W�K�D�Q�� �H�Y�H�U���� �&�R�Q�À�L�F�W�V��
now often transcend national borders, and instability 
in one region can ripple across the globe. As such, 
peacekeeping efforts must extend beyond traditional 
boundaries to effectively address these complex 
challenges.

Guiding Principles of Peacekeeping: Peacekeeping 
is anchored in the principles outlined in the UN 
�&�K�D�U�W�H�U�����&�K�D�S�W�H�U���9�,�������3�D�F�L�¿�F���6�H�W�W�O�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I���'�L�V�S�X�W�H�V������
�H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�V�� �G�L�S�O�R�P�D�F�\�� �D�Q�G�� �S�H�D�F�H�I�X�O�� �U�H�V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q��
methods such as negotiation and mediation. Chapter 
VII, "Action with Respect to Threats to the Peace, 
Breaches of the Peace, and Acts of Aggression," 
allows for the application of force to restore 
international peace and security. Despite the absence 
of the term "peacekeeping" in the UN Charter, the 
concept evolved in the late 1940s and 1950s as ad 
�K�R�F���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���H�I�I�R�U�W�V���W�R���U�H�V�R�O�Y�H���F�R�Q�À�L�F�W�V��

�)�R�U���������\�H�D�U�V�����8�1���S�H�D�F�H�N�H�H�S�H�U�V���K�D�Y�H���S�O�D�\�H�G���D���S�L�Y�R�W�D�O��
role in saving and changing lives in the world's most 
fragile political and security environments. Since 
1948, more than two million uniformed and civilian 
personnel have helped countries transition from war 
�W�R���S�H�D�F�H�����7�R�G�D�\�����R�Y�H�U�����������������S�H�D�F�H�N�H�H�S�H�U�V���V�H�U�Y�H���L�Q��
11 missions deployed in global hotspots.

In December 2002, the United Nations General 
Assembly designated May 29 as the International 
�'�D�\�� �R�I�� �8�1�� �3�H�D�F�H�N�H�H�S�H�U�V���� �F�R�P�P�H�P�R�U�D�W�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �¿�U�V�W��
�8�1���S�H�D�F�H�N�H�H�S�L�Q�J���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�]�H�G���R�Q���W�K�L�V���G�D�W�H��
in 1948. This year's program, hosted by the Philippine 
National Police, was attended by representatives 
from various government departments, veteran 
UN peacekeepers from the police and military, and 
criminology students from Metro Manila.

Executive Director Vinluan, a seasoned UN Police 
veteran, was one of four veteran resource speakers 
at the symposium. He presented on “Relevance 
of International Peacekeeping in Today’s Time,” 
�H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�L�Q�J���S�H�D�F�H�N�H�H�S�L�Q�J�
�V���Y�L�W�D�O���U�R�O�H���L�Q���P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q�L�Q�J��

ASEANAPOL EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SPEAKS AT 
76 TH UN PEACEKEEPERS DAY IN THE PHILIPPINES

POLICE COLONEL DAVID MARTINEZ VINLUAN: 
A JOURNEY OF SERVICE
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�J�O�R�E�D�O�� �V�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���� �S�U�H�Y�H�Q�W�L�Q�J�� �F�R�Q�À�L�F�W���� �D�Q�G�� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J��
political transitions in fragile states. He shared 
personal experiences from his UN missions, 
underscoring the importance of peacekeeping in 
promoting peace and security.

Vinluan also introduced ASEANAPOL to the 
�D�X�G�L�H�Q�F�H���� �K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�L�Q�J�� �L�W�V�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�F�H�� �L�Q�� �U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O��
�O�D�Z�� �H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W���� �+�H�� �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G�� �$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/�
�V��
vision of fostering a safer ASEAN community through 
enhanced cooperation among member countries. 
He discussed ASEANAPOL's mission to combat 
�W�U�D�Q�V�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �F�U�L�P�H�V�� �O�L�N�H�� �K�X�P�D�Q�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���� �G�U�X�J��
smuggling, cybercrime, and terrorism, which pose 
�V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�� �W�K�U�H�D�W�V�� �W�R�� �U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O�� �D�Q�G�� �J�O�R�E�D�O�� �S�H�D�F�H�� �D�Q�G��
security.

Vinluan highlighted the necessity for UN 
Peacekeeping to work in partnership with regional 

�S�R�O�L�F�H�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �V�X�F�K�� �D�V�� �$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/���� �%�\��
�V�\�Q�H�U�J�L�]�L�Q�J�� �H�I�I�R�U�W�V�� �D�J�D�L�Q�V�W�� �L�Q�V�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\�� �F�D�X�V�H�G�� �E�\��
emerging threats of transnational crimes, these 
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V���F�D�Q���D�Y�R�L�G���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���L�Q���V�L�O�R�V���D�Q�G���L�Q�V�W�H�D�G��
enhance their collective impact. Such collaboration 
ensures a coordinated response to shared 
challenges, leveraging the strengths and expertise 
of both UN Peacekeeping and regional entities like 
ASEANAPOL.

By raising awareness about ASEANAPOL's initiatives, 
Vinluan aimed to foster greater public understanding 
and support for its efforts. He stressed the need for 
collective action and international cooperation in 
addressing transnational crime and highlighted the 
�F�U�X�F�L�D�O�� �U�R�O�H�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �O�L�N�H�� �$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/�� �S�O�D�\�� �L�Q��
promoting stability and security across the region and 
beyond.

The relevance of international peacekeeping today 
cannot be overstated. It remains an indispensable 
tool for promoting peace, stability, and prosperity 
in our increasingly complex world. As we face the 
�F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �����V�W�� �F�H�Q�W�X�U�\���� �O�H�W�� �X�V�� �U�H�D�I�¿�U�P�� �R�X�U��
commitment to international peacekeeping and strive 
together to build a more peaceful and secure future 
for all.
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FOSTERING EXCELLENCE IN PUBLIC SAFETY: 
ASEANAPOL SECRETARIAT’S ENGAGEMENT WITH 

PHILIPPINE NATIONAL POLICE

In the realm of public safety and law enforcement, 
collaboration and continuous training are paramount. 
The ASEANAPOL Secretariat, under the leadership of 
�(�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H�� �'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�� �'�D�Y�L�G�� �0�D�U�W�L�Q�H�]�� �9�L�Q�O�X�D�Q���� �K�D�V�� �E�H�H�Q��
at the forefront of fostering such initiatives. Recent 
engagements with the Philippine National Police (PNP) 
through the Philippine Public Safety College (PPSC) 
have highlighted the importance of Foreign Academic 
Study tours in enhancing the skills and perspectives 
�R�I�� �I�X�W�X�U�H�� �O�D�Z�� �H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �D�Q�G�� �J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W��
executives.

Welcoming Public Safety Administration 
Practitioners

On July 18, 2024, ASEANAPOL Executive Director 
�'�D�Y�L�G�� �0�D�U�W�L�Q�H�]�� �9�L�Q�O�X�D�Q���� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�G�� �E�\�� �6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�L�D�W��
�6�W�D�I�I�� �2�I�¿�F�H�U�V���� �Z�D�U�P�O�\�� �Z�H�O�F�R�P�H�G�� ������ �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H��
Philippine Public Safety College’s (PPSC) Master in 
Public Safety Administration (MPSA) program to the 
ASEANAPOL Secretariat Headquarters in Kuala Lumpur. 
The delegation, led by Dr. Ma. Mirasol R. Uy, Chief of the 
Faculty Development Division, and supervised by Police 
Brigadier General (Ret.) Ferdinando G. Sevilla and Mr. 
Ranny D. Magno, participated in the International Study 
Tour titled "Foreign Academic Study (FASt)."

The MPSA program at PPSC is meticulously designed 
to tackle the complex and evolving challenges of public 
safety and security. The diverse cohort includes senior 
�H�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �F�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�H�G�� �V�H�Q�L�R�U�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �I�U�R�P��
various sectors, enriching the learning environment 
and fostering a multifaceted approach to public safety 
and governance. Executive Director Vinluan, in close 
coordination with Dr. Ma. Mirasol R. Uy, facilitated the 
visit's coordination with several key institutions, including 
the INTERPOL IGCI, Singapore Police Force Anti-
Scam Command, Philippine Embassy in Singapore, 
Nanyang Technological University in Singapore, Royal 
Malaysia Police College in Kuala Lumpur, ASEANAPOL 
Secretariat, and the Philippine Embassy in Kuala 
Lumpur.

During their visit, the MPSA students engaged in 
�F�R�P�S�U�H�K�H�Q�V�L�Y�H���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q�V���Z�L�W�K���$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/���R�I�¿�F�L�D�O�V��
on policy development, strategic planning, and best 
practices in public safety. The itinerary included 
presentations on ASEANAPOL's initiatives, highlighting 
�W�K�H�L�U�� �H�I�I�R�U�W�V�� �L�Q�� �F�R�P�E�D�W�L�Q�J�� �K�X�P�D�Q�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���� �G�U�X�J��
enforcement, and cybercrime. The students also toured 
various law enforcement facilities, gaining valuable 
insights into the operational aspects of ASEANAPOL’s 

work. These interactions are crucial for understanding 
the intricacies of regional security and developing 
effective, adaptable strategies to address evolving 
threats.

Welcoming Future Law Enforcement Executives

On February 5, 2024, the ASEANAPOL Secretariat, led 
�E�\�� �(�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H�� �'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�� �3�R�O�L�F�H�� �&�R�O�R�Q�H�O�� �'�D�Y�L�G�� �0�D�U�W�L�Q�H�]��
�9�L�Q�O�X�D�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�G�� �E�\�� �6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�L�D�W�� �6�W�D�I�I�� �2�I�¿�F�H�U�V����
warmly welcomed 10 police students from the Public 
�6�D�I�H�W�\�� �2�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �6�H�Q�L�R�U�� �(�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H�� �&�R�X�U�V�H�� ���3�6�2�6�(�&����
at the National Police College in Zamboanga City, 
Philippines. Guided by Police Lieutenant Colonel 
Benigno Balisi Jr., the educational tour aimed to cultivate 
the participants' competence and character, preparing 
them to assume command as third-level Commissioned 
�2�I�¿�F�H�U�V�����2�Q���0�D�\�����������������������W�K�H���$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/���6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�L�D�W��
�R�Q�F�H���D�J�D�L�Q���R�S�H�Q�H�G���L�W�V���G�R�R�U�V���W�R���������V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���R�I�¿�F�H�U�V���I�U�R�P��
the PNP enrolled in PSOSEC at the PPSC, led by Dr. 
Jinnifer D. Arroyo, MPSA, Learning Manager of the 
Davao Campus.

�7�K�H�� �3�X�E�O�L�F�� �6�D�I�H�W�\�� �2�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �6�H�Q�L�R�U�� �(�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H�� �&�R�X�U�V�H��
(PSOSEC) is an essential, intensive eight-month 
program designed to enhance the knowledge and 
�V�N�L�O�O�V���R�I���V�H�Q�L�R�U���X�Q�L�I�R�U�P�H�G���R�I�¿�F�H�U�V���L�Q���W�K�H���S�R�O�L�F�H�����¿�U�H�����D�Q�G��
�M�D�L�O�� �E�X�U�H�D�X�V�� �D�W�� �W�K�H�� �U�D�Q�N�� �R�I�� �3�R�O�L�F�H�� �/�L�H�X�W�H�Q�D�Q�W�� �&�R�O�R�Q�H�O��
Superintendent. The course covers advanced law 
enforcement techniques, crisis management, strategic 
planning, and leadership development, preparing 
�S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�Q�W�V�� �I�R�U�� �V�H�Q�L�R�U�� �F�R�P�P�D�Q�G�� �U�R�O�H�V���� �(�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�L�Q�J��
ethics, responsibility, and accountability, PSOSEC 
�H�T�X�L�S�V�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �W�R�� �W�D�N�H�� �R�Q�� �N�H�\�� �S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�V�� �D�V�� �G�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�V��
�R�U�� �V�H�Q�L�R�U�� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W�� �V�W�D�I�I�� �Z�L�W�K�L�Q�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� �7�K�H��
program also fosters networking and collaboration 
among public safety professionals, promoting the 
exchange of best practices and innovative solutions to 
enhance public safety and security.

�:�H�O�F�R�P�L�Q�J���0�L�G���/�H�Y�H�O���2�I�¿�F�H�U�V

On March 2, 2024, ASEANAPOL Executive Director 
�'�D�Y�L�G���0�D�U�W�L�Q�H�]���9�L�Q�O�X�D�Q�����V�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�G���E�\���6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�L�D�W���6�W�D�I�I��
�2�I�¿�F�H�U�V�����K�R�V�W�H�G���������3�K�L�O�L�S�S�L�Q�H���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���3�R�O�L�F�H���&�D�S�W�D�L�Q�V��
�S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �3�X�E�O�L�F�� �6�D�I�H�W�\�� �2�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �$�G�Y�D�Q�F�H��
Course (PSOAC). Led by Dr. Alvin Q. Romualdo, MPSA 
Learning Manager-Davao Campus, this intensive 
four-month program aims to prepare middle-level 
�X�Q�L�I�R�U�P�H�G�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �I�R�U�� �S�U�R�P�R�W�L�R�Q�� �W�R�� �K�L�J�K�H�U�� �U�D�Q�N�V���� �7�K�H��
PSOAC curriculum includes interactive workshops and 
seminars on critical topics such as crisis management, 



cybersecurity, and community policing. These 
sessions are designed to enhance strategic thinking 
�D�Q�G�� �O�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S�� �V�N�L�O�O�V���� �H�T�X�L�S�S�L�Q�J�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �W�R�� �W�D�F�N�O�H��
contemporary security threats effectively.

The educational tour incorporated a holistic 
approach, offering global perspectives, cultural 
exposure, networking opportunities, and personal 
growth experiences. Participants engaged in cultural 
immersion activities to appreciate the diverse cultural 
landscape within the ASEAN region, fostering empathy 
and understanding in multicultural environments. The 
�S�U�R�J�U�D�P���D�O�V�R���H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G���W�K�H���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H���R�I���Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J��
and collaboration, providing opportunities to connect 
�Z�L�W�K���S�H�H�U�V�����V�H�Q�L�R�U���R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�����D�Q�G���S�X�E�O�L�F���V�D�I�H�W�\���H�[�S�H�U�W�V�����%�\��
blending strategic education with cultural and personal 
�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���� �3�6�2�$�&�� �S�U�H�S�D�U�H�V�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �W�R�� �D�V�V�X�P�H��
higher responsibilities and lead their teams effectively, 
aligning with ASEANAPOL's commitment to continuous 
learning and regional collaboration.

Conclusion

Participating in overseas educational tours provides 
a multifaceted learning experience that transcends 
traditional classroom settings, perfectly aligning with 
ASEANAPOL's mission, vision, and motto. Exposure to 
different countries and cultures broadens worldviews, 
fosters cultural sensitivity, and enhances language skills, 
resonating with ASEANAPOL's mission to "Prevent and 
Combat Transnational Crime through a greater nexus 
and creative policing collaboration." Visits to historical 
sites and diverse teaching methods deepen academic 
understanding, while networking opportunities with 
international peers and professionals build valuable 
global connections. These experiences promote 
personal growth, developing self-reliance, adaptability, 

and problem-solving skills, essential for innovative 
policing. Career advancement is further bolstered as 
international experience is highly valued by Bureau 
Executives, inspiring creativity through diverse cultural 
expressions and innovative problem-solving. Team-
building experiences strengthen collaboration and 
�F�D�P�D�U�D�G�H�U�L�H���� �U�H�À�H�F�W�L�Q�J�� �$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/�
�V�� �P�R�W�W�R���� ���)�L�J�K�W��
Crimes, Love Humanity and Help Delinquents." Overall, 
such tours blend academic enrichment, personal 
development, and cultural understanding, equipping 
participants with lifelong skills and insights.

The face-to-face nature of these meetings is 
�S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���� �I�R�V�W�H�U�L�Q�J�� �V�W�U�R�Q�J�H�U�� �U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S�V��
and trust among participants, essential for effective 
collaboration. In-person meetings enable clearer 
�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���� �D�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J�� �I�R�U�� �L�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H�� �F�O�D�U�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I��
misunderstandings and more dynamic discussions, 
embodying ASEANAPOL's vision, "Together We Keep 
This Region Safe." They also provide an opportunity to 
address sensitive issues that may be more challenging 
to resolve remotely, ensuring thorough and productive 
collaborative efforts. Looking to the future, initiatives 
like these are vital for the continued success and 
evolution of law enforcement in ASEAN member 
states. By embracing opportunities for collaboration, 
�W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�����D�Q�G���F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H�����D���V�W�U�R�Q�J�H�U�����P�R�U�H���X�Q�L�¿�H�G��
approach to public safety and security can be built. 
The ASEANAPOL Secretariat's commitment to these 
programs is a testament to the power of education and 
cooperation in overcoming the challenges posed by 
transnational crime. We encourage all law enforcement 
�S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O�V�� �W�R�� �V�H�L�]�H�� �W�K�H�V�H�� �R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V�� �I�R�U�� �J�U�R�Z�W�K��
and development, creating a safer, more secure 
ASEAN region and fostering a legacy of excellence and 
collaboration for generations to come.

58



The peril of narcotic drugs is a serious problem 
threatening the entire human race affecting regional 
security, economic development and socio-economic 
sectors. Successive governments of Myanmar have 
put a special emphasis on the eradication of narcotic 
drugs as a national duty by adopting strategic and 
operational plans. In addition, a total of 39 special 
operations were conducted from 2013 to 2023, aimed 
at effectively implementing drug control measures. 
�&�X�U�U�H�Q�W�O�\���� �L�Q�� ������������ �2�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� ������������ �������������� �L�V��
underway nationwide.

Regarding major transnational crimes in Myanmar, 
�L�O�O�L�F�L�W���G�U�X�J�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�� �V�W�D�Q�G�V�� �R�X�W���D�V�� �W�K�H���P�R�V�W���V�H�U�L�R�X�V��
threat holding the largest number of cases in the 
�F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���� �2�X�W�� �R�I�� ������������ �W�U�D�Q�V�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �F�U�L�P�H�V�� �U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G��

last year, 6,539 were drug-related offences accounting 
for nearly 90 percent of the total cases. The Myanmar 
�3�R�O�L�F�H���)�R�U�F�H���K�D�G���V�H�L�]�H�G���Y�D�U�L�R�X�V���W�\�S�H�V���R�I���Q�D�U�F�R�W�L�F���D�Q�G��
synthetic drugs as well as chemical substances and 
other related items used in producing drugs worth 
�R�Y�H�U�������������E�L�O�O�L�R�Q���.�\�D�W�V���R�U�����������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���8�6���'�R�O�O�D�U�V���Z�L�W�K��
�W�K�H���D�U�U�H�V�W�V���R�I���������������V�X�V�S�H�F�W�V���������������P�D�O�H�V���D�Q�G��������������
females) in 2023. 

���� �7�K�H���V�H�L�]�X�U�H�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���R�Y�H�U�����������W�R�Q�V���R�I���K�H�U�R�L�Q����
over 253 million stimulant tablets, over 859 kg of 
�V�W�L�P�X�O�D�Q�W�� �S�R�Z�G�H�U���� �R�Y�H�U�� ���������� �W�R�Q�V�� �R�I�� �,�&�(�� ���&�U�\�V�W�D�O��
Meth), over 4 tons of Ketamine, over 296 kg of Happy 
�:�D�W�H�U���� �5�H�J�D�U�G�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �V�H�L�]�X�U�H�� �F�D�V�H�V�� �R�I�� �F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�O�H�G��
precursor chemicals in 2023, the Myanmar Police 
�)�R�U�F�H�� �F�R�Q�¿�V�F�D�W�H�G�� ������ �W�\�S�H�V�� �R�I�� �F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�O�H�G�� �S�U�H�F�X�U�V�R�U��
chemicals including over 25 tons of caffeine, 80,000 
Pseudoephedrine tablets, over 69,000 litres of 
�0�H�W�K�\�O�D�P�L�Q�H���� �R�Y�H�U�� �������������� �O�L�W�U�H�V�� �R�I�� �6�X�O�S�K�X�U�L�F�� �$�F�L�G����
�R�Y�H�U�� �������������� �O�L�W�U�H�V�� �R�I�� �+�\�G�U�R�F�K�O�R�U�L�F���$�F�L�G���� �R�Y�H�U�� ��������������
litres of Thionyl Chloride, over 162,000 litres of 
Acetone, over 6.8 ton of Tartaric Acid, over 111,000 
litres of Toluene, and over 1.1 ton of Sodium Cyanide. 

�,�Q���W�H�U�P�V���R�I���Q�R�Q���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�O�H�G���S�U�H�F�X�U�V�R�U���V�H�L�]�X�U�H�V���L�Q��������������
�W�K�H���0�\�D�Q�P�D�U���3�R�O�L�F�H���)�R�U�F�H���V�H�L�]�H�G���R�Y�H�U�����������������O�L�W�U�H�V��
�R�I�� �0�H�W�K�D�Q�R�O���� �R�Y�H�U�� �������������� �O�L�W�U�H�V�� �R�I�� �(�W�K�D�Q�R�O���� �R�Y�H�U�� ������
tons of Sodium Hydroxide, over 10 tons of Sodium 
Ethoxide, over 5 tons of Sodium Carbonate, over 
9.9 tons of Sodium Sulphate, over 12,000 litres of 
Propionyl Chloride, over 46 ton of Phenol Crystal, 
over 68,900 litres of Chloroform, over 48,000 litres of 
�%�H�Q�]�H�Q�H�����R�Y�H�U�������W�R�Q���R�I���%�H�Q�]�H�Q�H���E�O�R�F�N�������������������O�L�W�U�H�V���R�I��
�%�H�Q�]�\�O���&�\�D�Q�L�G�H�����R�Y�H�U�������������������O�L�W�U�H�V���R�I���(�W�K�\�O���$�F�H�W�D�W�H����
40,000 litres of Hydrogen Peroxide, over 235 ton of 

By Myanmar Police Force
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Caustic Soda, including 53 other types of chemicals. 
�7�K�H�V�H���V�H�L�]�X�U�H�V���Z�H�U�H���L�Q�W�H�U�G�L�F�W�H�G���E�H�I�R�U�H���U�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J���W�K�H��
drug production sites and managed to prevent drug 
�S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���W�R���D���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���H�[�W�H�Q�W����

�,�Q���U�H�F�H�Q�W���\�H�D�U�V�����0�\�D�Q�P�D�U���K�D�V���L�Q�W�H�Q�V�L�¿�H�G���L�W�V���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V��
against illicit drugs following careful assessment of 
�W�K�H�� �G�U�X�J�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���� �W�U�D�G�H�� �D�Q�G�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�� �U�R�X�W�H�V������
Such effective anti-drug measures have prompted 
crime groups to explore and use alternative channels 
�R�I�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W�� �L�O�O�L�F�L�W�� �G�U�X�J�V�� �H�Y�H�Q�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H��
extensive use of maritime routes. 

On 5 February 2023, 2.1 tons of ICE (crystal meth) 
worth Kyat 66.89 billion (US$ 22.15 million), destined 
�W�R�� �0�D�O�D�\�V�L�D�� �V�H�D�� �W�H�U�U�L�W�R�U�\���� �Z�H�U�H�� �V�H�L�]�H�G�� �R�Q�� �D�� �Y�H�V�V�H�O��
named Aung Pyae Sone-99 along with the arrests 
�R�I�� �¿�Y�H�� �V�X�V�S�H�F�W�V�� �D�W�� ������ �P�L�O�H�V�� �Q�R�U�W�K�H�D�V�W�� �R�I�� �0�\�D�Q�P�D�U��
India border Point (2). The illicit drugs were from Ann 
township of Rakhine state to be delivered via maritime 
route to the designated Malaysia sea territory point. 

Likewise, on 30 October 2023, 2.6 tons of ICE (crystal 
meth) worth kyats 104 billion (US$ 34.6 million), 
�G�H�V�W�L�Q�H�G�� �I�R�U�� �G�H�O�L�Y�H�U�\�� �W�R�� �7�K�D�L�O�D�Q�G���� �Z�H�U�H�� �V�H�L�]�H�G�� �R�Q�� �D��
motorboat with the arrests of six suspects 21 miles to 
the northeast of No. (1) Myanmar-India border point, 
���������P�L�O�H�V���W�R���W�K�H���V�R�X�W�K�Z�H�V�W���R�I���.�D�Z�W�K�R�X�Q�J���W�R�Z�Q�V�K�L�S����
Subsequent investigations led to the arrest of two 
additional suspects on 15 November.

�7�K�H�� �G�U�X�J�� �V�H�L�]�X�U�H�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �S�D�V�W�� �L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H�� �W�K�D�W�� �H�W�K�Q�L�F��
armed groups in Myanmar are always behind every 
drug-related case. A UNODC report in 2023 highlights 
that the laboratories in Shan state that produce 
Methamphetamine and other drugs are under the 
control of non-state armed groups, including the 
United Wa State Army (UWSA), the Myanmar National 
Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA), the National 
Democratic Alliance Army (NDAA), and their allies 
�Z�K�R���Z�R�U�N���L�Q���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S���Z�L�W�K���W�U�D�Q�V�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G��
�F�U�L�P�H�� �V�\�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H�V���� �,�W�� �L�V�� �Q�R�W�H�Z�R�U�W�K�\�� �W�K�D�W�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W��
transnational crimes, such as illicit drug production 
�D�Q�G�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���� �S�U�H�G�R�P�L�Q�D�Q�W�O�\�� �R�F�F�X�U�� �L�Q�� �D�U�H�D�V�� �X�Q�G�H�U��
the control of these armed groups.

For a distinct instance, from 3 to 9 December 2023, 
2.1 tons of ICE (crystal meth) and 800 kg of caffeine, 
�D�P�R�X�Q�W�L�Q�J���W�R���D���W�R�W�D�O���Y�D�O�X�H���R�I���.�\�D�W�V���������������E�L�O�O�L�R�Q�����R�Y�H�U��
�8�6���� ������ �P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���� �Z�H�U�H�� �V�H�L�]�H�G�� �L�Q�� �G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W�� �O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V��
with the arrests of many suspects of AA insurgents. 
It was also found that they were intercepted while 
attempting to transport the crystal meth through the 
sea route as per the instructions of Kyaw Myat Oo 
(aka) Thar Thar (aka) Wai Thar Tun, a colonel rank 
within the AA insurgent group. 

The Myanmar Police Force is collaborating closely 
with  the Myanmar Army and the Customs Department 
�R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �H�O�L�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �G�U�X�J�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���� �)�X�U�W�K�H�U�P�R�U�H����
neighboring countries, nations within the Greater 
Mekong Subregion and ASEAN member states, 
�D�O�R�Q�J�� �Z�L�W�K�� �U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O�� �D�Q�G�� �L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V����
are jointly engaged in efforts to combat the drug trade. 
�%�R�U�G�H�U���/�L�D�L�V�R�Q���2�I�¿�F�H�V�����%�/�2�V�����K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G��
along the borders with Myanmar, Laos, Thailand and 
China, facilitating real-time information exchange.

Seizure of 865 kg of ICE (crystal meth) in 
Shwepyithar Township, Yangon Region
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Seizure of 1,040 kg of ICE (crystal meth) and 800 kg of Caffeine in 

Ywarngan Township, Shan state 

�6�H�L�]�X�U�H���R�I�����������W�R�Q�V���R�I���,�&�(�����F�U�\�W�D�O���P�H�W�K�����D�W���V�H�D

Seizure of 65 kg of ICE (crystal meth) in 
Ywarngan Shan state



Annotation: This article explores the characteristics 
and priority areas of international cooperation in 
�F�R�P�E�D�W�L�Q�J�� �W�U�� �D�Q�V�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �F�U�L�P�H���� �W�K�H�� �V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H��
emergence and activities of international criminal 
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� �D�Q�G�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �I�D�F�W�R�U�V�� �Q�H�F�H�V�V�L�W�D�W�L�Q�J�� �M�R�L�Q�W��
efforts against them.

�7�K�H���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���D�Q�G���O�H�J�D�O���I�U�D�P�H�Z�R�U�N���I�R�U���F�R�X�Q�W�H�U�L�Q�J��
�L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �F�U�L�P�H���� �L�W�V�� �V�X�E�M�H�F�W�V���� �V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�V���� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H��
�U�H�V�X�O�W�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V�� �D�U�H�� �H�[�D�P�L�Q�H�G���� �6�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W��
attention is given to the efforts of law enforcement 
agencies of CIS member states in addressing 
�W�U�D�Q�V�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G���F�U�L�P�H��

Keywords: international cooperation, transnational 
crime, law enforcement agencies, CIS member 
states, terrorism, cybercrime.

�7�U�D�Q�V�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���F�U�L�P�H���S�R�V�H�V���D���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���S�X�E�O�L�F���G�D�Q�J�H�U����
and this negative social phenomenon can only be 
countered through international cooperation among 
internal affairs bodies and other law enforcement 
structures of the international community.

The current situation underscores the importance of 
such cooperation, particularly within the framework 
of CIS member states, where counteracting 
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transnational crime encompasses a wide range of 
law enforcement activities. Russia also maintains 
�S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S�V�� �Z�L�W�K�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V����
such as the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, 
in combating international terrorism and transnational 
crime. Strengthening practical cooperation in these 
areas among law enforcement agencies, research 
�L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�V�����D�Q�G���V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�¿�F���F�H�Q�W�H�U�V���L�V���D���F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���R�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H��
Effective international cooperation among law 
enforcement agencies worldwide is essential for 
successfully countering transnational crime.

�1�X�P�H�U�R�X�V�� �L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �F�R�X�Q�W�H�U��
various threats in different ways. For example, the 
Council of Interior Ministers of the CIS Member States 
(SMVD) is supported by the Bureau for Coordination 
�R�I���&�R�P�E�D�W�L�Q�J���2�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G���&�U�L�P�H���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���'�D�Q�J�H�U�R�X�V��
Types of Crime in the Territory of the CIS Member 
States (BKBOP).

�,�Q�� ������������ �%�.�%�2�3�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G�� ������ �F�R�P�S�U�H�K�H�Q�V�L�Y�H��
�F�R�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�H�G�� �D�Q�G���R�U�� �M�R�L�Q�W�� �R�S�H�U�D�W�L�Y�H�� �D�Q�G�� �S�U�H�Y�H�Q�W�L�Y�H��
measures aimed at detecting and suppressing crimes 
related to smuggling, narcotic drug sales, irregular 
�P�L�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q�����L�O�O�L�F�L�W���P�D�Q�X�I�D�F�W�X�U�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���R�I���D�U�P�V����
and other criminal offenses. These efforts resulted 
in the detection of 100,193 crimes, the prosecution 
�R�I�� �������������� �L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V���� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �G�L�V�P�D�Q�W�O�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� ��������
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G���F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�O���J�U�R�X�S�V��

One objective of the Eurasian international law 
enforcement system for countering transnational 
�F�U�L�P�H���� �D�V�� �Z�L�W�K�� �D�Q�\�� �V�X�F�K�� �V�\�V�W�H�P���� �L�V�� �K�D�U�P�R�Q�L�]�L�Q�J��
national legislation with international law in this 
sphere.

A comparative analysis of the criminal legislation 
of CIS member states reveals differences in the 
components of crimes, which can complicate criminal 
prosecution and the search for offenders.

Legal analysis shows that transnational crimes are 
socially dangerous (criminally punishable) acts 
committed in more than one country.

Statistics indicate that 39% of crimes related to the 
�L�O�O�L�F�L�W�� �P�D�Q�X�I�D�F�W�X�U�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� �D�U�P�V���� �������� �R�I��
terrorist crimes, 25% of extremist crimes, and 32% 
of crimes against public health and morality are 
transnational.
INTERPOL plays a leading role in combating 
international crime. It gathers and processes data 
�R�Q�� �W�U�D�Q�V�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �F�U�L�P�H���� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�V�� �W�K�H�� �V�H�D�U�F�K�� �I�R�U��
criminals, and provides information on global criminal 
trends.

Accurately assessing the scale and damage caused 
by transnational crime is challenging, as statistical 
data can vary depending on the source.

The worldwide spread of the Internet has led to an 
increase in cybercrime, which easily crosses state 
borders. Cybercrime trends include ransomware, 
online fraud, phishing aimed at accessing users’ 
�F�R�Q�¿�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O���G�D�W�D�����D�Q�G���O�D�X�Q�G�H�U�L�Q�J���¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V��
through electronic payment systems, which accounts 
for 2-5% of global GDP.

The data highlight the global nature of the 
cybercrime problem and the necessity for effective 
countermeasures.

In summary, international cooperation among law 
enforcement structures worldwide in combating 
transnational crime should develop in the following 
priority areas:

• Exchange of intelligence and information 
on events, facts, and individuals related to 
transnational criminal activity,

• Conducting joint operations to detect, prevent, 
and solve transnational crimes,

• �3�U�H�Y�H�Q�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�Q�J���R�I���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�O��
formations,

• �+�D�U�P�R�Q�L�]�L�Q�J���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�R�Q�����F�R�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���D�Q�G��
ratifying bilateral and multilateral agreements on 
countering transnational crime, and implementing 
them,

• Training and professional development of police 
personnel

�%���<�8�����'�(�5�(�6�+�.�2��
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�6���1�����0�(�6�+�$�/�.�,�1
�$�O�O���5�X�V�V�L�D�Q���6�F�L�H�Q�W�L�¿�F���5�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H��
of the Ministry of the Interior of Russia,
Professor of the Chair of Terrorism and Extremism 
Counteracting of the All-Russian Advanced Training 
Institute of the Ministry of the Interior of Russia,
Dr. Sci. (Law), professor,
Colonel of Police
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Lead Researcher
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ADVANCING GENDER-RESPONSIVE POLICING GL
REGIONALLY IN THE ASIA P

UN Women is advancing gender-
responsive policing globally and 
�U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\���L�Q���$�V�L�D���D�Q�G���W�K�H���3�D�F�L�¿�F������

As the leading United Nations 
entity for the empowerment of 
women and girls, UN Women is 
committed to assisting Member 
States in strengthening the 
justice and security responses 
by law enforcement agencies 
in preventing and investigating 
crimes related to violence against 
women and girls (VAWG). Globally, 
�W�K�H�� �:�R�U�O�G�� �+�H�D�O�W�K�� �2�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q��
estimated that almost one in three 
women have been subjected to 
�S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O�� �D�Q�G���R�U�� �V�H�[�X�D�O�� �Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H��
at least once in their lifetime[ 
�:�R�U�O�G�� �+�H�D�O�W�K�� �2�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q��
(2018). Violence against women 
prevalence estimates.]. This 

�¿�J�X�U�H�� �G�R�H�V�� �Q�R�W�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�� �V�H�[�X�D�O��
harassment. However, only less 
than 10 percent of cases are ever 
reported to the police by survivors.
[ United Nations Economic 
and Social Affairs (2015). 
The World’s Women: Trends 
�D�Q�G�� �6�W�D�W�L�V�W�L�F�V���� �K�W�W�S�V�������X�Q�V�W�D�W�V��
�X�Q���R�U�J���X�Q�V�G���J�H�Q�G�H�U���G�R�Z�Q�O�R�D�G�V��
WorldsWomen2015_report.pdf] Of 
these cases, a smaller percentage 
results in charges brought against 
perpetrators, and even fewer in 
convictions. 

To respond to existing challenges 
and gaps, UN Women, together 
�Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �8�Q�L�W�H�G�� �1�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �2�I�¿�F�H�� �R�Q��
Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and 
the International Association of 
Women Police (IAWP) developed a 
Handbook on Gender-Responsive 

Police Services for Women and 
Girls Subject to Violence, which 
has been piloted in over countries 
worldwide, including Bangladesh, 
Cambodia, Pakistan and Vietnam 
�L�Q���W�K�H���$�V�L�D���3�D�F�L�¿�F�����7�K�H���+�D�Q�G�E�R�R�N��
addresses middle management 
�Z�L�W�K�L�Q�� �S�R�O�L�F�H�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �D�V�� �W�K�H��
‘accountability holders’ and covers 
in depth areas such as gender-
responsive police investigations, 
prevention, intersectionality, 
survivor-centred approaches, 
promoting positive masculinities, 
coordination, institution-building, 
responding to VAWG during 
crises, including pandemics, 
and addressing emerging issues 
such as online and technology-
facilitated VAWG. 

Furthermore, leveraging its 
triple mandate within the 
United Nations on policy 
development, coordination 
and operational assistance 
to Member States, UN 
Women has supported the 
establishment of the High-
Level Inter-Ministerial and 
Chiefs of Police Network on 
Gender-Responsive Policing 
on 26 June 2024, at the 
margins of the fourth United 
Nations Chiefs of Police 
Summit. 

This High-Level Network 
aims to strengthen and 

“Lea Biason has over 20 years experience on women, peace, security, violence 
against women & girls, international policing and human rights including 15 years at 
the UN managing global programmes & projects, coordination, strategy development 
and elaboration and rollout of policies and tools. In June 2024, she established and 
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�V�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �R�I�¿�F�L�D�O�� �O�D�X�Q�F�K�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �+�L�J�K���/�H�Y�H�O�� �,�Q�W�H�U���0�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U�L�D�O�� �D�Q�G�� �&�K�L�H�I�V�� �R�I�� �3�R�O�L�F�H��
�1�H�W�Z�R�U�N���Z�L�W�K���8�1���:�R�P�H�Q���+�H�D�G�T�X�D�U�W�H�U�V�����8�6�$�����L�Q���K�H�U���U�R�O�H���D�V���3�U�R�J�U�D�P�P�H���6�S�H�F�L�D�O�L�V�W���R�Q��
Gender-Responsive Policing.”



raise the capacities of law 
enforcement agencies worldwide 
�L�Q�� �R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�]�L�Q�J�� �J�H�Q�G�H�U��
responsive policing for an 
�H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H�� �D�Q�G�� �H�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�W�� �S�U�H�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q��
and response to gender-based 
violence (GBV), including violence 
against women and girls, , at the 
national, regional and international 
levels, across the humanitarian, 
development and peace nexus. 
The Network is a collaborative 
platform for convening expertise, 
facilitating knowledge exchange 
�D�Q�G���I�R�V�W�H�U�L�Q�J�� �S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S�V�� �R�Q���¿�Y�H��
key areas: (1) institutional change, 
(2) prevention and investigation 
of GBV including VAWG, (3) 
capacity-building and training, 
(4) gender-responsive budgeting 
and (5) gender-responsive 
leadership. The current co-chairs 
of the Network are the Ministers 
of Interior of Chile and Senegal 
and the Chief of Police of the 
Netherlands. Member States 
are invited to join the High-
Level Network as an institutional 
engagement. Membership 
through the Minister overseeing 
the police, gendarmerie or other 
law enforcement agency or the 
Chief of the national institutions. 

Gender-responsive policing in the 
�$�V�L�D���3�D�F�L�¿�F���U�H�J�L�R�Q
When women participate in policing 
– at all levels and in all roles – 
�H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H�� �E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V���� �7�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H���� �E�\��
ensuring the integration of women, 
especially in command positions 
and operations, law enforcement 
and other security responses are 
�P�R�U�H���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�Y�H���W�R�����D�Q�G���U�H�À�H�F�W�L�Y�H��
of communities as a whole. 

In 2021, UN Women, UNODC 
and INTERPOL undertook a 
groundbreaking research on 
Women in Law Enforcement in 
the ASEAN Region through the 
support of the Governments of 
�&�D�Q�D�G�D�� �D�Q�G�� �-�D�S�D�Q���� �,�W�� �L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G��
approximately between 6 to 20 
per cent women in national police 
services across the ten countries 
with only a 
handful of female 
c o m m a n d e r s . 
�7�K�H�� �¿�Q�G�L�Q�J�V��
h i g h l i g h t e d 
the essential 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s 
of women in 
increasing overall 
o p e r a t i o n a l 
e f fec t i veness , 
improving the 

prevention and response to sexual 
and gender-based crimes, and 
enhancing perceptions of the 
legitimacy of law enforcement 
institutions, by increasing the trust 
�D�Q�G���F�R�Q�¿�G�H�Q�F�H���L�Q���W�K�H���S�R�O�L�F�H����
Despite these contributions, 
barriers to women’s recruitment, 
training, deployment and promotion 
continue to persist. These include 
recruitment criteria that have a 
negative impact on women such 
as women-only admission criteria 
of being or remaining unmarried 
at the time of the application or 
for several years after graduating 
from training or undergoing 
virginity tests. Moreover, in 
�V�R�P�H�� �F�D�V�H�V���� �D�Q�� �R�I�¿�F�L�D�O�� �T�X�R�W�D�� �I�R�U��
women’s recruitment or overall 
representation, between 10 to 30 
per cent, may be interpreted as a 
maximum for annual recruitment 
hindering the achievement of 
equal participation. The UN 
Women report recommended to 
adopt and implement gender-
inclusive policies and practices and 
removing gender-discriminatory 
recruitment and promotion criteria 
to: (1) accelerate women’s 
meaningful participation in law 
enforcement, and (2) increase the 
operational effectiveness of law 
enforcement agencies to respond 
to the needs of all members of the 
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population, and to tackle crimes, both national and 
�W�U�D�Q�V�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�����P�R�U�H���H�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�W�O�\����

In addition, UN Women promotes women's meaningful 
participation and leadership in gender-responsive 
community-oriented policing (GRCOP) and women’s 
leadership to help build more resilient and peaceful 
societies in South Asia and South-East Asia through 
the support of the Government of the Republic of 
Korea in 2023 and 2024. A regional assessment was 
conducted by UN Women together with the United 
Nations Standing Police Capacity (SPC), Department 
of Peace Operations covering four national police 
services in Bangladesh, Pakistan, the Philippines 
�D�Q�G���7�K�D�L�O�D�Q�G�����7�K�H���D�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W���L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G���N�H�\���¿�Q�G�L�Q�J�V��
from the following four aspects: 1) Legal and policy 
frameworks, 2) Women in policing, 3) Gender-
responsive mechanisms and 4) Partnership. 

First, developing GRCOP legal and policy frameworks, 
�W�D�L�O�R�U�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F���Q�H�H�G�V���R�I���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���P�H�P�E�H�U�V����
is a crucial step in addressing diverse needs, 
including those of women. A promising practice 
�L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�� �W�K�H�� �S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V��
�L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �O�R�F�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �3�K�L�O�L�S�S�L�Q�H�� �1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �3�R�O�L�F�H��
(PNP) Community and Service-Oriented Policing 
(CSOP) system in the Bangsamoro Autonomous 
Region in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM). Women from 
BARMM have also been recruited in the PNP serving 
in the region. 

Second, the representation of women in the police, 
particularly at the community level, serves as a key 
indicator of their status within the community. An 

illustrative case is the Bangladesh Police Women 
�1�H�W�Z�R�U�N�����%�3�:�1�����W�K�D�W���K�D�V���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�O�\���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�G���L�Q��
advancing women’s participation in the police at all 
levels. An e-Training Module on Gender-Responsive 
Policing was developed, supported by UN Women, 
and has been available on the Bangladesh Police 
Women Network (BPWN) website. Since its launch, 
�������������� �S�R�O�L�F�H���R�I�¿�F�H�U�V���L�Q���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�G���W�K�L�V��
�W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���I�U�R�Q�W�O�L�Q�H���S�R�O�L�F�H���R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�����1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U��
2022- April 2023). 

Third, integrative and coordinated efforts between 
�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���R�U�L�H�Q�W�H�G���S�R�O�L�F�L�Q�J�����I�U�R�Q�W�O�L�Q�H���S�R�O�L�F�H���R�I�¿�F�H�U�V��
and existing gender-responsive mechanisms are 
crucial in addressing the priority security needs of 
women, including gender-based violence. Dedicated 
�Z�R�P�H�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�� �S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �G�H�V�N�V���F�H�Q�W�H�U�V�� �R�U��
women police stations have been set up in police 
services across all countries assessed ensuring that 
�W�K�H���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F���Q�H�H�G�V���R�I���V�X�U�Y�L�Y�R�U�V���D�U�H���W�D�N�H�Q���L�Q�W�R���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W��
throughout the investigation process. Fourth, a strong 
partnership with the community and other relevant 
stakeholders is one of the key elements of GRCOP. 
For example, a strong partnership between the 
local police station and community-based women’s 
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �L�Q�� �&�K�L�D�Q�J�� �.�K�R�Q�J�� �'�L�V�W�U�L�F�W���� �7�K�D�L�O�D�Q�G��
�K�D�G���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G���W�U�X�V�W���D�Q�G���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���S�R�O�L�F�H���R�I�¿�F�H�U�V���Z�L�W�K��
better informed interventions. 

Following the assessments, to increase the capacity 
of police services, UN Women conducted a three-day 
regional training workshop on GRCOP and gender-
�U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�Y�H���O�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S���D�W�W�H�Q�G�H�G���E�\���������S�R�O�L�F�H���R�I�¿�F�H�U�V��
���������Z�R�P�H�Q���D�Q�G�������P�D�Q�����D�Q�G���R�Q�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���R�I�¿�F�L�D�O��
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(1 man) representing eight police services from 
Bangladesh, Cambodia, Indonesia, Nepal, Pakistan, 
Thailand, Timor-Leste and Vietnam accompanied by 
representatives from respective UN Women country 
�R�I�¿�F�H�V���K�H�O�G���L�Q���%�D�Q�J�N�R�N���L�Q���)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\���������������7�K�H���P�R�V�W��
important take-away mentioned by participants were 
peer learning from GRCOP practices shared by other 
�F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���� �F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�X�D�O�� �F�O�D�U�L�W�\�� �R�Q�� �R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�]�L�Q�J��
gender perspectives into community-oriented 
policing approaches, stakeholder analysis, problem 
�L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���V�R�O�Y�L�Q�J���� �S�R�O�L�F�H�� �U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�� �L�Q�� �K�D�Q�G�O�L�Q�J��
SGBV cases; transformative and gender-responsive 
leadership; and the use of problem & solution trees in 
the development of gender strategies. 

Finally, two tailored training workshops on the 
GRCOP were conducted for the PNP and the Royal 
Thailand Police (RTP) in June 2024. The participants 
�I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �3�1�3�� �W�R�W�D�O�H�G�� ������ �W�U�D�L�Q�H�H�V�� �������� �Z�R�P�H�Q�� �D�Q�G��
22 men) at Police Colonel level. The RTP training 
was attended by 15 trainees (14 women and 1 man) 
from Sub-Inspector to Deputy Superintendent levels. 
�7�K�H�� �W�Z�R�� �Z�R�U�N�V�K�R�S�V�� �E�H�Q�H�¿�W�H�G�� �I�U�R�P�� �S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V��
by ten international senior police commanders from 
Canada, India, New Zealand, Norway, Spain and the 
United States and national police commanders from 
the Philippines and Thailand who were experts in 
�Y�D�U�L�R�X�V���S�R�O�L�F�L�Q�J�� �¿�H�O�G�V�����H���J���� �Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���Z�R�P�H�Q��
and girls, SGBV, community-oriented policing, police 
command, cybercrimes). Participants’ feedback 
�K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�H�G�� �L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G�� �O�H�Y�H�O�V�� �R�I�� �F�R�Q�¿�G�H�Q�F�H�� �L�Q��
implementing GRCOP in their daily work. 

A participant commented: “the workshop has 
reinforced my stand that without the involvement of 
the community, policing will never really succeed”. 
�$�Q�R�W�K�H�U�� �F�R�P�P�H�Q�W�� �I�U�R�P�� �D�� �Z�R�P�D�Q�� �S�R�O�L�F�H�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U��
highlighted the possibilities for women to attain police 

command positions and stated: “women also have 
roles in society. It's not just about housework, giving 
birth, or raising children. But you can also be a leader.” 
In implementing the knowledge gained, a participant 
committed to “setting [gender] targets [to]… keep … 
motivated and on track and [to implement] institutional 
change that will deliver gender responsive police 
services that are accountable and transparent”. 
Another participant further mentioned “to always treat 
�S�H�R�S�O�H���H�T�X�D�O�O�\���U�H�J�D�U�G�O�H�V�V���R�I���J�H�Q�G�H�U���D�Q�G���W�R���P�D�[�L�P�L�]�H��
their full potential to attain a better gender-responsive 
objective [in policing]”.

The Executive Director, ASEANAPOL Secretariat, 
�&�R�O�R�Q�H�O���'�D�Y�L�G���0�D�U�W�L�Q�H�]���9�L�Q�O�X�D�Q�����S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G���W�K�H���Z�R�U�N��
of ASEANAPOL in the region in the two training 
courses with the PNP and RTP and expressed 
a strong collaboration in mainstreaming gender 
perspectives into its work together with UN Women. 
�+�H�� �K�D�G�� �D�S�S�R�L�Q�W�H�G�� �D�Q�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�� �D�V�� �W�K�H�� �I�R�F�D�O�� �S�R�L�Q�W�� �I�R�U��
gender-responsive policing work within ASEANAPOL 
in April 2024. Colonel Vinluan said that “ASEANAPOL 
members have come together to create a united 
force that shares information and collaborates 
across borders. Ultimately, our efforts are not just for 
today, but for the future, ensuring that our children's 
children will have a safer place to live, to work, and to 
do business. Let us all become steadfast advocates 
of peace and security  through gender-responsive 
policing approaches domestically and internationally.” 

For more information, please visit the UN Women 
Website:

�K�W�W�S�V�������D�V�L�D�S�D�F�L�I�L�F���X�Q�Z�R�P�H�Q���R�U�J���H�Q���I�R�F�X�V���D�U�H�D�V��
�S�H�D�F�H���D�Q�G���V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���S�U�R�P�R�W�L�Q�J���Z�R�P�H�Q���L�Q���O�D�Z��
enforcement
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New Zealand Police and its partners at home and 
overseas are working to tackle the drug trade and 
enhance policing capacity in the Golden Triangle of 
Southeast Asia.

Intelligence specialists from New Zealand Customs 
and Police have delivered training to law enforcement 
agencies from Thailand, Laos, Cambodia and 
Vietnam, with support from the New Zealand 
Embassy in Bangkok.

In a separate project, New Zealand Police has 
delivered training in investigative interviewing to the 
Royal Thai Police. 

Both training programmes 
are funded by New Zealand’s 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Global Security Fund.

The intel training – in year 
two of a four-year project 
– aims to build capacity 
in intelligence gathering, 
collation, dissemination and 
sharing to help combat drug 
�S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�� �L�Q��
the Golden Triangle. 

Two New Zealand trainers – 
one each from Customs and 

Police - travelled to Thailand in May. The 
week-long course was supported by the 
�7�K�D�L�O�D�Q�G�� �2�I�¿�F�H�� �R�I�� �1�D�U�F�R�W�L�F�V�� �&�R�Q�W�U�R�O�� �%�R�D�U�G��
(ONCB), which hosted the training and 
provided the facilities, other trainers and 
facilitators.

For New Zealand Customs Counsellor 
David Radovanovich and Superintendent 
Karyn Malthus – Customs and Police 
�/�L�D�L�V�R�Q���2�I�¿�F�H�U�V���L�Q���6�R�X�W�K�H�D�V�W���$�V�L�D���±���L�W���L�V���D�Q��
opportunity for the agencies to work together 
on shared interests in the region.

“By providing training, Thailand and New 
Zealand are helping support regional 
initiatives to combat the impact of illicit 

drugs in the immediate region and globally - including 
controlled drugs destined for New Zealand,” says 
David.

“It also strengthens our bilateral relations with 
Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam and Thailand and supports 
New Zealand’s participation in ASEAN in relation to 
our security goals.”

�.�D�U�\�Q���V�D�\�V�����³�7�K�L�V���L�V���D���Z�D�\���Z�H���F�D�Q���W�D�N�H���W�K�H���¿�J�K�W���W�R���W�K�H��
transnational organised crime groups targeting New 
Zealand.”

Mr. Thanakorn Khainan, Drug Prevention and 
Suppression Advisor for the ONCB, says: “This 
�F�R�X�U�V�H���L�V���H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���X�V�H�I�X�O���I�R�U���R�I�¿�F�H�U�V���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���D�W���W�K�H��

By New Zealand Police

www.aseanapol.org

[INTEL Mekong]
Intelligence course participants on a visit to the Mekong River.
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GOING FOR GOLD NEW ZEALAND AND LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT PARTNERS 
AKE SHINE OFF GOLDEN TRIANGLE CRIME

frontline, which can bring knowledge and various 
experiences received from training and can be 
applied in actual missions. 

�³�'�U�X�J�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�� �Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N�V�� �D�U�H�� �F�R�Q�V�W�D�Q�W�O�\�� �F�K�D�Q�J�L�Q�J��
their methods. Building relationships and networks 
between agencies and between countries is an 
�L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���S�D�U�W���L�Q���K�H�O�S�L�Q�J���F�R�P�E�D�W���W�K�H���G�U�X�J���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J��
trade.”

The Golden Triangle of Thailand, Laos and Myanmar 
is one of the world’s main illicit drug production and 
�W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�� �D�U�H�D�V���� �Z�L�W�K�� �L�O�O�L�F�L�W�� �G�U�X�J�V�� �E�H�L�Q�J�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�H�G��
from the region to Asia, Europe, the Americas and 
Oceania. 

The relatively high price of methamphetamine in New 
Zealand makes it an attractive target for transnational 
organised crime.

�%�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� ���� �-�D�Q�X�D�U�\�� ���������� �D�Q�G�� ������ �2�F�W�R�E�H�U�� ������������
�1�H�Z�� �=�H�D�O�D�Q�G�� �&�X�V�W�R�P�V�� �V�H�L�]�H�G�� �D�U�R�X�Q�G�� �������N�J�� �R�I��
methamphetamine from Golden Triangle countries 
and the wider Southeast Asia region. 

�5�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O���S�R�O�L�F�H���K�D�Y�H���D�O�V�R���K�D�G���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���V�X�F�F�H�V�V�H�V��
against groups involved in the drug trade.

For example, in September 2023, Royal Thai Police 
�D�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �V�H�L�]�X�U�H�� �R�I�� �P�R�U�H�� �W�K�D�Q�� ������ �P�L�O�O�L�R�Q��
methamphetamine pills and other drugs worth around 
���1�=���������� �P�L�O�O�L�R�Q�� �L�Q�� �R�Q�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �Q�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�V�� �O�D�U�J�H�V�W�� �G�U�X�J��
hauls of the year.

At the same time, authorities in Myanmar announced 
�W�K�H�� �V�H�L�]�X�U�H�� �R�I�� �������N�J�� �R�I�� �F�U�\�V�W�D�O�� �P�H�W�K���� �Z�R�U�W�K�� �D�U�R�X�Q�G��
���1�=�������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q��

“Tackling the illicit drug trade in the Golden Triangle 
represents a real and tangible contribution to 
combating transnational security risks to New 
Zealand, and a source of social harm estimated to 
cost New Zealand in the billions of dollars,” says 
David.

In the interview project, Police is working with the 
Association for the Prevention of Torture (APT), an 
independent international organisation which works 
with governments, national human rights institutions 
and civil society to prevent torture. 

This includes introducing legislation, policy and 
practice to stem human right abuses at times of 
apprehension and interview. 

Two experts from the Royal New Zealand Police 
College travelled to Bangkok to run a training 
session with key trainers from the Royal Police 
Cadet Academy, investigators from the Department 
of Special Investigations, and prosecutors from 
�W�K�H�� �2�I�¿�F�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �$�W�W�R�U�Q�H�\���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O�� �D�V�� �Z�H�O�O�� �D�V�� �R�Q�H��
representative from the Royal Malaysian Police. 

New Zealand Police’s investigative interviewing 
framework is known as PEACE, an acronym for 
�W�K�H���¿�Y�H���V�W�D�J�H�V���R�I�� �S�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�G�X�F�W�L�Q�J�� �H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H��
investigative interviews: Planning and preparation; 
Engage and explain; Account, probing and challenge; 
Closure; and Evaluation.
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�>�,�1�7�(�/���¿�H�O�G�@
Field training for participants in the intelligence course.

�>�,�1�7�(�5�9�,�(�:���S�U�H�S�@
Investigative interview course participants prepare for a scenario exercise.



Karyn says the objective is for the Royal Thai Police 
cadet trainers, special investigators and prosecutors 
to be inducted into investigative interviewing 
techniques, then consider how they might incorporate 
this training into their own training programmes.

“It’s a way New Zealand Police can help Thai law 
�H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �J�D�W�K�H�U�� �L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�� �H�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�W�O�\��
and in a way which also promotes human rights, 
dignity and respectful treatment of suspects,” she 
says.

�³�7�K�H���3�(�$�&�(���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�L�Y�H���L�Q�W�H�U�Y�L�H�Z�L�Q�J���P�R�G�H�O���L�V���¿�W���I�R�U��
any country to use as their interviewing model.”

Nid Satjipanon, Regional Project Manager for APT 
in Southeast Asia, says it is established that human 
�U�L�J�K�W�V���D�E�X�V�H�V���F�D�Q���R�F�F�X�U���L�Q���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���K�R�X�U�V���D�I�W�H�U���D�U�U�H�V�W��
as a confession is sought from suspects.

“Thailand has introduced legislation 
against torture and the APT has been 
promoting the Principles on Effective 
Interviewing for Investigations and 
Information Gathering (also known as 
�W�K�H�� �0�p�Q�G�H�]�� �3�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H�V���� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �S�U�R�S�R�V�H��
an alternative framework to interrogation 
methods that rely on coercion to extract 
confessions. While the Principles have 
been endorsed at a high level, I am now 
pleased that we have been able to bring 
New Zealand Police and Royal Thai 
Police together to study and learn about 

investigative interviewing techniques which can give 
effect to these Principles and help prevent torture,” 
says Nid.

The Royal Police Cadet Academy Commissioner, 
Pol. Lt. Gen. Zenith Samransaruadkit says that 
this training marks their third collaboration with the 
Association for the Prevention of Torture (APT) in 
promoting human rights-based investigation practices 
�D�Q�G���W�K�H���0�H�Q�G�H�]���3�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H�V����

“I've received positive feedback from my staff, 
expressing a strong desire to learn more about these 
techniques from the New Zealand Police. Thanks 
to the impactful partnership between APT and New 
�=�H�D�O�D�Q�G���3�R�O�L�F�H�����,���D�P���F�R�Q�¿�G�H�Q�W���W�K�D�W���P�\���W�H�D�P���Z�L�O�O���E�H��
able to apply this knowledge and share it with their 
colleagues and students. Furthermore, I aspire to 
showcase this initiative at the ASEAN level in the 
near future,” says Lt. Gen Zenith.
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�>�S�K�R�W�R�V���±���,�1�7�(�/���J�U�R�X�S���D�Q�G���,�1�7�(�5�9�,�(�:���J�U�R�X�S�@
Group photos from the intelligence course, left, and the interviewing course.

[STIK group]
The 2023 STIK course participants with Detective Inspector Paul Borrell at the Royal New Zealand 

Police College.



The 2023 STIK course participants with Detective Inspector Paul Borrell at the Royal New Zealand 

New Zealand Police’s support of regional policing 
includes hosting participants in courses such as the 
Indonesia National Police’s STIK Comparative Study 
Course.

Late last year 31 students studying to be 
�F�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�H�G�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �Y�L�V�L�W�H�G�� �1�H�Z�� �=�H�D�O�D�Q�G�� �D�V�� �S�D�U�W��
of the 11th annual STIK Course, the largest yet held.
The New Zealand International Security and Policing 
component of the course is a joint venture supported 
by New Zealand Police and Victoria University of 
Wellington and sponsored - like the intelligence and 
interviewing courses - by the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade.

“There are now approximately 300 alumni of this 
course, many of whom now hold very senior positions 
within INP across the entire Indonesian archipelago,” 
says Detective Inspector Paul Borrell, Jakarta-based 
�3�R�O�L�F�H���/�L�D�L�V�R�Q���2�I�¿�F�H�U���D�Q�G���F�R�X�U�V�H���G�L�U�H�F�W�R�U��

“This is worth celebrating as an indication of the 
importance of our work in Southeast Asia, and the 
growing importance of the region to New Zealand 
Police and New Zealand as a whole.”

The students are undertaking a two-year course 
at STIK, the INP Police Science College. They 
are graduates from a four-year course at the 
�&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�H�G���2�I�¿�F�H�U�V���3�R�O�L�F�H���&�R�O�O�H�J�H���L�Q���6�H�P�D�U�D�Q�J��
The New Zealand component is an annual 

comparative course which aims to provide a New 
Zealand Police lens and overview.

“One intent is that such an opportunity for future 
leaders of the INP may generate an appetite for 
embedding facets of our policing model that they 
consider to be of value,” says Paul.

He says the New Zealand element has become an 
important strand of the STIK course, with a recent 
request for even more students to attend in 2024.

His Excellency Jonathan Kings, New Zealand 
Ambassador to Thailand, Laos and Cambodia – who 
opened both the intel and interviewing courses - says 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade is pleased 
to support countries in Southeast Asia by funding law 
enforcement training.

“Each of our governments recognises the harm 
�F�D�X�V�H�G���E�\���G�U�X�J���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�����Q�R�W���R�Q�O�\���W�R���R�X�U���1�H�Z���=�H�D�O�D�Q�G��
communities who are targeted by transnational 
organised criminals in Southeast Asia, but in those 
countries whose communities are also harmed by 
�W�K�R�V�H���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�H�U�V���´���K�H���V�D�\�V��

“Enabling New Zealand law enforcement to train 
with agencies across the region fosters enduring 
relationships and ensures New Zealand’s priorities 
are understood.” 

����

13th Edition

[STIK waka]
�7�K�H���6�7�,�.���F�R�X�U�V�H���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���D�Q���L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���W�R���1�H�Z���=�H�D�O�D�Q�G���F�X�O�W�X�U�H�����L�Q���W�K�L�V���F�D�V�H���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���L�Q���0�—�R�U�L���Z�D�N�D�����F�D�Q�R�H�����V�N�L�O�O�V���D�W���:�D�L�Z�K�H�W�X���0�D�U�D�H����

�Q�H�D�U���:�H�O�O�L�Q�J�W�R�Q����



�%�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G���D�Q�G���&�R�Q�F�H�S�W���R�I���+�X�P�D�Q���7�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J

�+�X�P�D�Q���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���L�V���D���P�X�O�W�L���G�L�P�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�D�O���L�V�V�X�H�����,�W���L�V���D��
crime that deprives people of their human rights and 
freedoms, increases global health risks, fuels growing 
�Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N�V���R�I���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G���F�U�L�P�H�����D�Q�G���F�D�Q���V�X�V�W�D�L�Q���O�H�Y�H�O�V��
of poverty and impede development in certain areas. 
�7�K�H�� �L�P�S�D�F�W�V�� �R�I�� �K�X�P�D�Q�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�� �D�U�H�� �G�H�Y�D�V�W�D�W�L�Q�J����
Victims may suffer physical and emotional abuse, 
rape, threats against self and family, and even death. 
The devastation extends beyond individual victims; 
�K�X�P�D�Q���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���X�Q�G�H�U�P�L�Q�H�V���W�K�H���K�H�D�O�W�K�����V�D�I�H�W�\�����D�Q�G��
security of all nations it touches.

Malaysia is a destination, and to a lesser extent, a 
source and transit country for women and children 
�V�X�E�M�H�F�W�H�G���W�R���K�X�P�D�Q���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�����V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�D�O�O�\���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�L�Q�J��
forced prostitution and forced labor. Most victims are 
foreign workers who migrated willingly to Malaysia 
from Indonesia, Nepal, India, Thailand, China, 
the Philippines, Burma, Cambodia, Bangladesh, 
Pakistan, and Vietnam in search of greater economic 
opportunities. Some subsequently encountered 
forced labor or debt bondage at the hands of their 
employers, employment agents, or informal labor 
recruiters.

Several authors have noted the lack of a consistent 
�W�K�H�R�U�H�W�L�F�D�O���I�U�D�P�H�Z�R�U�N���I�R�U���D�Q�D�O�\�]�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�L�Q�J��
�K�X�P�D�Q�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���� �0�R�W�L�Y�D�W�H�G�� �E�\�� �D�� �V�W�D�U�N�� �O�D�F�N�� �R�I��
knowledge and indignation, many have focused 
on describing the phenomenon, identifying the 
players involved, the routes, the practices, the 
consequences, and the mechanisms for combatting 
it (Okolski, 2000b).
�$�Q���D�J�U�H�H�G���G�H�¿�Q�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���K�X�P�D�Q���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���Q�R�Z���H�[�L�V�W�V��
�X�Q�G�H�U���$�U�W�L�F�O�H�������R�I���W�K�H���µ�3�D�O�H�U�P�R���3�U�R�W�R�F�R�O�¶���R�Q���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J��
in persons, which came into force on December 25, 
�������������7�K�L�V���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\�� �D�J�U�H�H�G���G�H�¿�Q�L�W�L�R�Q���I�R�F�X�V�H�V��
on the exploitation of human beings – whether for 
sexual exploitation, forced labor, slavery, servitude, 
�R�U���W�K�H���U�H�P�R�Y�D�O���R�I���K�X�P�D�Q���R�U�J�D�Q�V�����7�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���R�F�F�X�U�V��

through criminal means, including threats or use of 
force, coercion, abduction, fraud, deception, abuse 
of positions of power, or vulnerability. It relates to 
�D�O�O�� �V�W�D�J�H�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�� �S�U�R�F�H�V�V���� �U�H�F�U�X�L�W�P�H�Q�W����
transportation, transfer, harboring, or receipt of 
�S�H�U�V�R�Q�V�����7�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���L�V���Q�R�W���M�X�V�W���D���W�U�D�Q�V�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���F�U�L�P�H��
�D�F�U�R�V�V�� �L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �E�R�U�G�H�U�V���� �W�K�H�� �G�H�¿�Q�L�W�L�R�Q�� �D�O�V�R��
�D�S�S�O�L�H�V�� �W�R�� �L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�O�� �G�R�P�H�V�W�L�F�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� �K�X�P�D�Q��
�E�H�L�Q�J�V�����K�W�W�S�������Z�Z�Z���X�Q���R�U�J����

�7�$�%�/�(���������,�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���+�X�P�D�Q���7�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J��
(Process, Means, Purpose)

�,�Q�� �L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�\�L�Q�J�� �K�X�P�D�Q�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���� �7�D�E�O�H�� ���� �D�E�R�Y�H��
shows the process, means, and purpose of human 
�W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�����7�K�H���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���E�H�J�L�Q�V���Z�L�W�K���U�H�F�U�X�L�W�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G��
extends to the harboring of victims. Various means, 
ranging from threats to deception, are used to force 
�Y�L�F�W�L�P�V�� �L�Q�W�R�� �K�X�P�D�Q�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���� �7�K�H�� �H�[�S�O�R�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q��
includes prostitution, forced labor, and other forms 
of exploitation.

�7�K�H���F�U�L�P�H���R�I���K�X�P�D�Q���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���D�I�I�H�F�W�V���Y�L�U�W�X�D�O�O�\���H�Y�H�U�\��
country and has been associated with transnational 
�F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�O���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����V�P�D�O�O���F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�O���Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N�V�����O�R�F�D�O��
gangs, violations of labor and immigration codes, 
�D�Q�G�� �J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�� �F�R�U�U�X�S�W�L�R�Q���� �+�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O�O�\���� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J��
�K�D�V�� �E�H�H�Q�� �G�H�¿�Q�H�G�� �D�V�� �W�K�H�� �W�U�D�G�H�� �R�I�� �Z�R�P�H�Q�� �D�Q�G��
children for prostitution or other immoral purposes. 
�0�R�U�H���U�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\�����W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���G�H�¿�Q�H�G���W�R���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H��
other types of force, fraud, or coercion beyond 
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COMBATTING HUMAN TRAFFICKING IN MALA
ROLE OF NEW MEDIA



�$�6�3���(�1�*�.�8���1�8�5�8�/���µ�$�,�1�,���(�1�*�.�8���0�$�/�(�. – 

ASP for Plans and Programmes of ASEANAPOL Secretariat.

TTING HUMAN TRAFFICKING IN MALAYSIA: 
OLE OF NEW MEDIA

�V�H�[�X�D�O���H�[�S�O�R�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q�����,�W���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���F�O�D�U�L�¿�H�G���W�K�D�W���Y�L�F�W�L�P�V��
do not need to be transported across international or 
�R�W�K�H�U���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�L�H�V���I�R�U���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���W�R���H�[�L�V�W�����,�Q���������������W�K�H��
international community developed and agreed to a 
�G�H�¿�Q�L�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���L�Q���S�H�U�V�R�Q�V���I�R�X�Q�G���L�Q���$�U�W�L�F�O�H������
of the United Nations Protocol to Prevent, Suppress, 
�D�Q�G�� �3�X�Q�L�V�K�� �7�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�� �3�H�U�V�R�Q�V���� �(�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\��
Women and Children:

���7�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�� �S�H�U�V�R�Q�V�� �V�K�D�O�O�� �P�H�D�Q�� �W�K�H�� �U�H�F�U�X�L�W�P�H�Q�W����
transportation, transfer, harboring, or receipt of 
persons, using threats or force or other forms of 
coercion, abduction, fraud, deception, abuse of 
power, or a position of vulnerability, or the giving 
�R�U���U�H�F�H�L�Y�L�Q�J���R�I���S�D�\�P�H�Q�W�V���R�U���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V���W�R���D�F�K�L�H�Y�H���W�K�H��
consent of a person having control over another 
person, for exploitation. Exploitation shall include, 
at a minimum, the exploitation of the prostitution of 
others or other forms of sexual exploitation, forced 
labor or services, slavery or practices similar to 
slavery, servitude, or the removal of organs" (Europol 
2005).

The Role of New Media

The potential of new media, especially the internet, 
as a medium for global activism was predicted 
long ago. Many forms of activism, such as human 
rights advocacy or protests on a global level, seem 
impossible without the global communication and 
coordination capabilities of the internet. Digital 
communication channels such as email, lists, 
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���� �D�Q�G�� �F�D�P�S�D�L�J�Q�� �Z�H�E�V�L�W�H�V���� �D�V�� �Z�H�O�O�� �D�V��
smartphones, facilitate information exchange, 
coordinate action, and establish electronic records 
of common cause.

For several years, INTERPOL has closely observed 
a growing crime phenomenon: large-scale human 
�W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�� �Z�K�H�U�H�� �Y�L�F�W�L�P�V�� �D�U�H�� �O�X�U�H�G�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �I�D�N�H�� �M�R�E��
ads to online scam centers and forced to commit 
�F�\�E�H�U���H�Q�D�E�O�H�G���¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���F�U�L�P�H���R�Q���D�Q���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�D�O���V�F�D�O�H����

No country is spared. Women and children, as well 
as men, are targets. It is reported that 28 million 
men, women, and children are in forced labor. 
Approximately 63% of forced labor occurs in the 
private economy, generating 236 billion US dollars 
�L�Q�� �L�O�O�H�J�D�O�� �S�U�R�¿�W�V�� �D�Q�Q�X�D�O�O�\���� �0�H�D�Q�Z�K�L�O�H���� ������ �F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V��
�K�D�Y�H���U�D�W�L�¿�H�G���W�K�H���,�/�2���)�R�U�F�H�G���/�D�E�R�U���3�U�R�W�R�F�R�O�����,�/�2����

In the era of digital technologies, new media such 
as the internet and social media can be powerful 
�W�R�R�O�V�� �W�R�� �¿�J�K�W�� �D�J�D�L�Q�V�W�� �K�X�P�D�Q�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G�� �U�D�L�V�H��
awareness of this issue. The internet and social 
media can serve as platforms for information 
�V�K�D�U�L�Q�J�� �I�R�U�� �D�Q�W�L���K�X�P�D�Q�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����$�V��
of April 2024, there were 5.44 billion internet users 
�Z�R�U�O�G�Z�L�G�H���� �D�P�R�X�Q�W�L�Q�J���W�R������������ �S�H�U�F�H�Q�W���R�I�� �W�K�H���J�O�R�E�D�O��
�S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�����2�I���W�K�L�V���W�R�W�D�O���������������E�L�O�O�L�R�Q�����R�U�������������S�H�U�F�H�Q�W��
of the world's population, were social media users 
(Statista, 2024). The relative absence of racial, 
ethnic, and religious discrimination in this vast online 
community indicates the urgent need to leverage 
this network for awareness campaigns aimed at 
�S�U�H�Y�H�Q�W�L�Q�J���K�X�P�D�Q���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J��

The internet and social media are crucial in the anti-
�K�X�P�D�Q�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�� �P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���� �H�Q�D�E�O�L�Q�J�� �D�Z�D�U�H�Q�H�V�V��
�F�D�P�S�D�L�J�Q�V�� �D�E�R�X�W�� �K�X�P�D�Q�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���� �2�Q�H�� �V�X�F�K��
�P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�� �L�V�� �<�R�X�W�K�� �$�J�D�L�Q�V�W�� �+�X�P�D�Q�� �7�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J����
created in response to feedback from young people 
aged 15-24 years who wanted to raise awareness 
and take action against this illegal trade and terrible 
violation of human rights. This program includes 
Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube accounts to gather 
�S�H�R�S�O�H�� �W�R�� �F�R�P�E�D�W�� �K�X�P�D�Q�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�� ���K�W�W�S�������Z�Z�Z��
�H�Q�G�K�X�P�D�Q�W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�Q�R�Z���F�R�P������ �$�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\���� �3�K�R�W�R��
DNA technology, initially created by Microsoft 
Research and further developed by Hany Farid, 
helps the National Center for Missing and Exploited 
�&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���L�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D���¿�Q�G���K�L�G�G�H�Q���F�R�S�L�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���Z�R�U�V�W��
�L�P�D�J�H�V�� �R�I�� �F�K�L�O�G�� �V�H�[�X�D�O�� �H�[�S�O�R�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q�� ���K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z��
microsoft.com).

����



New media is also a part of digital activism against 
�K�X�P�D�Q�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J�� �R�Q�O�L�Q�H�� �S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q�V���� �0�D�Q�\��
�S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q�V�� �U�H�O�D�W�H�G�� �W�R�� �K�X�P�D�Q�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�� �F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�H�Q�W�O�\��
rank among the top causes on Change.org. 
Facebook, with 3.065 billion active users per 
month, has become a hub for socially conscious 
�Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J�����Z�L�W�K���P�D�Q�\���D�Q�W�L���K�X�P�D�Q���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���1�*�2�V��
creating Facebook groups or pages to expand 
�W�K�H�L�U�� �D�X�G�L�H�Q�F�H�����7�Z�L�W�W�H�U�� �D�O�V�R�� �S�O�D�\�V�� �D�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���U�R�O�H����
�K�R�V�W�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�À�X�H�Q�W�L�D�O�� �L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V�� �D�Q�G�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V��
�I�R�F�X�V�H�G�� �R�Q�� �K�X�P�D�Q�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���� �V�X�F�K�� �D�V�� �W�K�H�� �3�R�O�D�U�L�V��
Project, the CNN Freedom Project, Not for Sale, and 
the Freedom Youth Center.

Four Ways New Media Help Combat Human 
�7�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J

1. Online Awareness Campaigns: New media 
platforms, including social media and 
websites, are vital for raising awareness about 
�K�X�P�D�Q�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�� ���6�P�L�W�K�� �	�� �-�R�K�Q�V�R�Q���� ��������������
�2�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���D�F�W�L�Y�L�V�W�V���X�V�H���W�K�H�V�H���S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�V��
to disseminate information, share stories, and 
provide resources to educate the public about 
�W�K�H�� �V�L�J�Q�V�� �R�I�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G�� �K�R�Z�� �W�R�� �U�H�S�R�U�W�� �L�W��
(Brown, 2019).

2. Digital Support Networks for Survivors: Online 
platforms offer support networks and resources 
�I�R�U�� �V�X�U�Y�L�Y�R�U�V�� �R�I�� �K�X�P�D�Q�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�� ���*�D�U�F�L�D�� �H�W��
al., 2022). These platforms, such as online 
�I�R�U�X�P�V�� �D�Q�G�� �V�X�U�Y�L�Y�R�U���O�H�G�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� �S�U�R�Y�L�G�H��
a safe space for survivors to connect, share 
experiences, and access assistance on their 
journey to recovery and empowerment (Nguyen 
& Patel, 2020).

3. Crowdsourcing Data for Prevention and 
Intervention: New media technologies enable 
the collection and analysis of data related to 
�K�X�P�D�Q�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�� �W�U�H�Q�G�V�� �D�Q�G�� �S�D�W�W�H�U�Q�V�� ���-�R�Q�H�V�� �	��
Lee, 2018). Through online platforms and mobile 
apps, individuals can report suspicious activities, 
share information, and coordinate rescue 
efforts, leading to more effective prevention and 
intervention strategies (Chen & Wang, 2021).

4. �'�L�J�L�W�D�O���$�G�Y�R�F�D�F�\���D�Q�G���3�R�O�L�F�\���,�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H�����$�G�Y�R�F�D�F�\��
�J�U�R�X�S�V���O�H�Y�H�U�D�J�H���Q�H�Z���P�H�G�L�D���W�R���P�R�E�L�O�L�]�H���V�X�S�S�R�U�W��
�I�R�U�� �D�Q�W�L���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H�V�� ���7�D�\�O�R�U�� �	�� �0�D�U�W�L�Q�H�]����
2020). Through digital campaigns, online 

petitions, and social media advocacy, activists 
�F�D�Q�� �L�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H�� �S�R�O�L�F�\�P�D�N�H�U�V���� �U�D�L�V�H�� �D�Z�D�U�H�Q�H�V�V����
�D�Q�G���D�G�Y�R�F�D�W�H���I�R�U���V�W�U�R�Q�J�H�U���D�Q�W�L���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V��
and laws (Wilson et al., 2019).

Conclusion

�0�R�V�W�� �Y�L�F�W�L�P�V�� �R�I�� �K�X�P�D�Q�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�� �D�U�H�� �\�R�X�Q�J�� �D�Q�G��
desperate to change their lives. Malaysia is one 
�R�I�� �W�K�H�� �P�D�L�Q�� �G�H�V�W�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �R�I�� �K�X�P�D�Q�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J����
Many efforts are being made by the government 
to address this issue. In Malaysia, the 3rd National 
�$�F�W�L�R�Q���3�O�D�Q���R�Q���$�Q�W�L���7�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���L�Q���3�H�U�V�R�Q�V����������������������
(NAPTIP 3.0) was strengthened with inputs from 
various stakeholders, including Non-Governmental 
Organisations (NGOs), Civil Society Organisations 
(CSOs), and International Organisations (IOs), 
aligning with the Government’s whole-of-nation 
�D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K�� �W�R�� �¿�J�K�W�L�Q�J�� �K�X�P�D�Q�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�� ���0�$�3�2����
2021). In addition to government efforts, new media 
�F�D�Q���S�O�D�\���D���F�U�X�F�L�D�O���U�R�O�H���L�Q���F�X�U�E�L�Q�J���K�X�P�D�Q���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�����,�Q��
�W�K�L�V���H�U�D���R�I���J�O�R�E�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\����
accessing and disseminating new information 
has become easier. New media should be used 
to enlighten the public, especially the younger 
generation, to prevent involvement in human 
�W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V��
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�Ç�»� �̧��È�Æ� �̧��Â�¹���¹�Â�Å�¶� �̧��¶�Â�Á�Ç�¼�Á�È�È�À���­��
THE  PHILIPPINE NATIONAL

POLICE  RESPONSES TO 

Introduction:

The Use of Force Continuum (UFC) is a fundamental guideline in law enforcement, designed to
ensure that officers apply force proportionately to the level of threat or resistance they
encounter. Despite its importance, the current framework used by the Philippine National Police
(PNP) primarily relies on the 2013 Operational Procedures (POP) Manual and the Human Rights-
Based Policing Guidebook, which outline only Non-Lethal and Lethal force options. The absence
of an intermediate, less lethal alternative in these documents increases the risk of unnecessary
escalation to lethal force, leading to potential public scrutiny and legal consequences. To
address these concerns and support the PNP's goal of becoming a highly capable and credible
police service by 2030, it is crucial to revise the Use of Force policy to include a comprehensive
framework that incorporates intermediate options, ensuring officers are better equipped to
manage high-pressure situations while adhering to human rights standards.
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(PNP). The Use of Force Continuum they
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Operational Procedures published in 2021.
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�7�K�H���J�D�S���R�I���W�K�H���6�W�X�G�\��

The gap in the PNP’s current Use of Force policy, which lacks
intermediate, less lethal options like pepper sprays and Tasers, limits
officers' ability to respond proportionately to threats, increasing the
risk of unnecessary escalation to lethal force. This deficiency not
only heightens the potential for excessive force incidents but also
undermines the PNP's credibility and effectiveness, especially when
compared to international standards. Addressing this gap by revising
the policy to include a broader range of non-lethal tools is essential
for enhancing the PNP’s operational capabilities, reducing the
likelihood of public and legal scrutiny, and aligning with the PNP's
goal of becoming a highly capable and credible police service by
2030.

Findings, Conclusions and Recommendations of the APP:

The study highlighted the critical need for the PNP to establish a
comprehensive framework that integrates the use of force into a
continuum. It was found that the 2013 POP, while providing essential
guidance, did not include a clear use of force continuum, leaving
officers unfamiliar with this concept and its importance. Although
non-lethal methods were employed, there was a disconnect with
international standards, and the less lethal approach was
underutilized due to a lack of necessary tools. The existing two-
option policy on force use proved inadequate, complicating decisions
on appropriate responses and failing to prepare officers through
training. The study strongly recommended that the PNP develop a
use of force continuum framework that clearly delineates non-lethal,
less lethal, and lethal options, aligned with international standards.
This framework should be supported by updated policies, prioritized
funding for necessary tools, and enhanced collaboration in training
development to ensure the continuum is fully integrated into police
operations, thereby improving effectiveness, accountability, and
human rights compliance.

REVISED PNP
OPERATIONAL
PLAN PUBLISHED
IN 2021
The authors' APP was accepted
by the PNP and incorporated into
the latest iteration of the POP
published in 2021. The Use of
Force Continuum, is operationally
defined, as a linear-progressive
decision-making framework that
guides police officers in applying
necessary and reasonable force in
response to the level of resistance
or threat posed by suspects. This
approach allows for flexible
responses, enabling officers to
choose sequential, consecutive,
or combined options as needed. It
emphasizes the importance of
maintaining professionalism, using
respectful language, upholding
proper decorum, and prioritizing
respect for human rights in all
interactions.

Figure 1. PNP P.A.T.R.O.L. (Peace and Order
Agenda for Transformation and Upholding of the
Rule of Law) Plan 2030 or PNP Roadmap 2023
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Application of Necessary and Reasonable Force

�,�Q�� �W�K�H�� �O�D�Z�I�X�O�� �H�[�H�F�X�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �G�X�W�\���� �D�� �S�R�O�L�F�H�� �R�I�I�L�F�H�U�� �L�V
�D�X�W�K�R�U�L�]�H�G�� �W�R�� �X�V�H�� �Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�\�� �D�Q�G�� �U�H�D�V�R�Q�D�E�O�H�� �I�R�U�F�H�� �W�R
�H�Q�I�R�U�F�H���W�K�H���O�D�Z�� �D�Q�G���P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q���S�H�D�F�H���� �7�K�H���R�I�I�L�F�H�U���L�V���Q�R�W
�U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G�� �W�R�� �H�Q�V�X�U�H�� �D�� �I�D�L�U�� �V�W�U�X�J�J�O�H�� �Z�L�W�K�� �R�I�I�H�Q�G�H�U�V�����D�Q�G
�W�K�H�� �I�R�U�F�H�� �D�S�S�O�L�H�G�� �G�H�S�H�Q�G�V�� �R�Q�� �I�D�F�W�R�U�V�� �V�X�F�K�� �D�V�� �W�K�H
�Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���D�J�J�U�H�V�V�R�U�V�����Z�H�D�S�R�Q�V���X�V�H�G�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F
�F�L�U�F�X�P�V�W�D�Q�F�H�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q���� �2�I�I�L�F�H�U�V�� �K�D�Y�H�� �W�K�H
�G�L�V�F�U�H�W�L�R�Q�� �W�R�� �D�V�V�H�V�V�� �W�K�H�V�H�� �I�D�F�W�R�U�V�� �D�Q�G�� �D�S�S�O�\�� �I�R�U�F�H���D�V
�Q�H�H�G�H�G���� �,�Q�� �F�R�Q�I�U�R�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �Z�L�W�K�� �D�U�P�H�G�� �R�I�I�H�Q�G�H�U�V���� �R�Q�O�\
�W�K�H�� �I�R�U�F�H�� �Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�\�� �W�R�� �R�Y�H�U�F�R�P�H�� �W�K�H�� �W�K�U�H�D�W�� �R�U�� �M�X�V�W�L�I�\
�V�H�O�I���G�H�I�H�Q�V�H�� �L�V�� �D�O�O�R�Z�H�G���� �D�Q�G�� �H�[�F�H�V�V�L�Y�H�� �I�R�U�F�H�� �L�V
�S�U�R�K�L�E�L�W�H�G��

3. Less Lethal Approach

�7�K�L�V�� �D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K�� �L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�V�� �W�K�H�� �X�V�H�� �R�I�� �O�H�V�V�� �O�H�W�K�D�O
�H�T�X�L�S�P�H�Q�W�� �G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�G�� �W�R�� �P�L�Q�L�P�L�]�H�� �W�K�H�� �U�L�V�N�� �R�I�� �V�H�U�L�R�X�V
�L�Q�M�X�U�\�� �R�U�� �G�H�D�W�K���� �D�S�S�O�L�H�G�� �Z�K�H�Q�� �O�H�V�V�� �S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O
�P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V�� �K�D�Y�H�� �E�H�H�Q�� �D�W�W�H�P�S�W�H�G�� �D�Q�G�� �I�R�X�Q�G
�L�Q�D�G�H�T�X�D�W�H���I�R�U���H�Q�V�X�U�L�Q�J���F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���� �F�R�P�S�O�L�D�Q�F�H���� �R�U
�V�X�U�U�H�Q�G�H�U���� �%�H�I�R�U�H�� �G�H�S�O�R�\�L�Q�J�� �O�H�V�V�� �O�H�W�K�D�O�� �H�T�X�L�S�P�H�Q�W��
�R�I�I�L�F�H�U�V�� �P�X�V�W�� �F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�� �W�K�H�� �R�I�I�H�Q�G�H�U�j�V�� �D�J�H���� �J�H�Q�G�H�U��
�D�Q�G���K�H�D�O�W�K���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q���W�R��

2. Non-Lethal Approach

�7�K�L�V�� �D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K�� �L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�V�� �P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�� �D�� �V�W�U�R�Q�J
�S�R�O�L�F�H�� �S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H�� �L�Q�� �F�U�L�P�H���S�U�R�Q�H�� �D�U�H�D�V�� �D�Q�G�� �X�V�L�Q�J
�Y�D�U�L�R�X�V�� �V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�H�V�� �W�R�� �H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�� �R�U�� �U�H�T�X�H�V�W
�F�R�P�S�O�L�D�Q�F�H�� �I�U�R�P�� �L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V���� �S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\�� �V�X�V�S�H�F�W�V
�D�Q�G�� �R�I�I�H�Q�G�H�U�V���� �Z�L�W�K�� �S�R�O�L�F�H�� �L�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �D�Q�G�� �F�R�Q�W�U�R�O
�H�I�I�R�U�W�V���� �7�K�H�V�H�� �V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�H�V�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�� �W�K�H�� �R�I�I�L�F�H�U�j�V
�S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H���� �Y�H�U�E�D�O�� �F�R�P�P�D�Q�G�V���� �S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O�� �F�R�Q�W�U�R�O
�X�V�L�Q�J���V�R�I�W���K�D�Q�G���W�H�F�K�Q�L�T�X�H�V�����D�Q�G�����Z�K�H�Q���Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�\��
�S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O���X�V�L�Q�J���K�D�U�G���K�D�Q�G���W�H�F�K�Q�L�T�X�H�V��

PARTS OF THE USE OF THE FORCE CONTINUUM

1. De-escalation of Responses (Side Pillars)

�:�K�H�Q�H�Y�H�U�� �V�X�V�S�H�F�W�V�� �R�U�� �O�D�Z�� �R�I�I�H�Q�G�H�U�V�� �F�R�P�S�O�\��

�F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�H���� �R�U�� �V�X�U�U�H�Q�G�H�U�� �W�R�� �S�R�O�L�F�H�� �F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�� �H�I�I�R�U�W�V��

�W�K�H�� �R�I�I�L�F�H�U�� �P�X�V�W�� �S�U�R�P�S�W�O�\�� �G�H���H�V�F�D�O�D�W�H�� �W�R�� �D�Q

�D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�H�� �O�H�Y�H�O�� �R�I�� �I�R�U�F�H���� �+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U���� �W�K�H�� �R�I�I�L�F�H�U

�V�K�R�X�O�G�� �U�H�P�D�L�Q�� �Y�L�J�L�O�D�Q�W�� �D�Q�G�� �S�U�H�S�D�U�H�G�� �W�R�� �H�V�F�D�O�D�W�H

�W�K�H�� �U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�� �L�I�� �W�K�H�� �V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q�� �Z�D�U�U�D�Q�W�V�� �L�W���� �E�D�V�H�G

�R�Q���W�K�H���F�L�U�F�X�P�V�W�D�Q�F�H�V���D�Q�G���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O���W�K�U�H�D�W�V��

Figure 2. The Use of Force Continuum

Figure 4. The Use of Force Continuum - Non-Lethal Approach

Figure 5. The Use of Force Continuum - Les-Lethal Approach

Figure 3. The Use of Force Continuum - Side Pillars
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4.Lethal Approach

This approach involves the use of lethal force,

typically as a last resort. Lethal force is

employed only when all other methods have

been exhausted and proven ineffective in

neutralizing the life-threatening actions or

threats posed by an armed suspect or offender.

Given its potential to cause severe injury,

serious bodily harm, or death, this approach

carries a heightened level of responsibility.

Conclusion

The Revised POP in 2021, which incorporates the Use of Force Continuum, marks a significant step

forward in guiding police officers on the application of necessary and reasonable force. This

continuum, designed as a linear-progressive decision-making framework, equips officers with a

structured approach to respond proportionately to the level of resistance or threat posed by suspects.

By allowing for flexible responses—whether sequential, consecutive, or combined—the framework

ensures that officers can adapt their actions to the dynamics of each situation while maintaining

professionalism, respecting human rights, and adhering to legal standards.

The emphasis on de-escalation when suspects comply or surrender reflects the importance of

minimizing harm whenever possible. At the same time, the framework acknowledges the need for

vigilance and readiness to escalate force if circumstances demand it. The inclusion of non-lethal and

less lethal approaches further underscores the PNP's commitment to using force judiciously, ensuring

that the least amount of force necessary is employed. Additionally, careful consideration of factors

such as the suspect’s age, gender, and health condition before deploying less lethal tools

demonstrates the PNP's dedication to humane and ethical policing.

Ultimately, the lethal approach, reserved as a last resort, emphasizes the significant responsibility

associated with its use. By integrating these approaches into a comprehensive Use of Force

Continuum, the PNP not only equips its officers with the necessary guidance and tools to enforce the

law effectively and maintain public safety but also aligns its practices with the road map's goal to

"improve community safety awareness through community-oriented and human-rights based policing."

This holistic approach ensures that the PNP moves closer to realizing its vision of a police service

that is both capable and committed to the protection of human rights and community well-being.

Figure 6. The Use of Force Continuum - Lethal Approach
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Introduction

The recent 2024 Paris Olympic and Paralympic 
�*�D�P�H�V�� �K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���� �\�H�W�� �R�I�W�H�Q��
�X�Q�G�H�U�D�S�S�U�H�F�L�D�W�H�G���� �U�R�O�H�� �R�I�� �Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�� �S�R�O�L�F�H�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V��
in global security operations. The deployment of 
50 special constables from the United Kingdom 
(National Police Chiefs' Council, 2024) and 32 reserve 
�R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �8�Q�L�W�H�G�� �6�W�D�W�H�V�¶�� �/�R�V���$�Q�J�H�O�H�V�� �3�R�O�L�F�H��
Department (LAPD) (Jany, 2024) demonstrated the 
critical role these volunteers can play in enhancing 
safety measures and increasing the visibility of 
security forces. Their presence not only reinforced 
the event's security framework but also acted as a 
strong deterrent to potential threats. This strategic use 
�R�I�� �Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U���R�I�¿�F�H�U�V���S�O�D�\�H�G���D���N�H�\�� �U�R�O�H���L�Q���U�H�L�Q�I�R�U�F�L�Q�J��
the overall security infrastructure, presenting a viable 
model for similar initiatives within the ASEAN region.
�7�K�H�� �L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�� �R�I�� �Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�� �S�R�O�L�F�H�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �I�U�R�P��

the UK and US in an international security operation 
highlights their professionalism and commitment, 
setting a new standard for global law enforcement 
cooperation.  The success of this initiative presents 
a compelling case for ASEANAPOL member 
countries to consider adopting a similar strategy. 
This article explores the value of volunteer policing, 
drawing insights from experiences, research, and 
comparative studies. By leveraging the unique skills 
�D�Q�G���G�H�G�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U���R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�����$�6�(�$�1���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V��
�F�D�Q�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�O�\�� �H�Q�K�D�Q�F�H�� �U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O�� �V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\�� �D�Q�G��
foster greater cooperation within the ASEANAPOL 
framework.

Volunteer Policing in Malaysia

Volunteer policing in Malaysia has a rich history that 
dates back to the post-World War II era. Following the 
Japanese Occupation, the country faced numerous 



security challenges, including ethnic clashes and 
insurgency. The involvement of civilian volunteers 
began as a strategic response to these threats. 
Understanding this historical context highlights the 
�F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O�� �S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� �Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �D�V�� �L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�O��
to maintaining public order. Initially set up under the 
Police Ordinance of 1952, the Royal Malaysia Police 
�9�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U���5�H�V�H�U�Y�H�����3�9�5�����R�I�¿�F�H�U�V���Q�R�Z���V�H�U�Y�H���D�F�U�R�V�V��
all 13 states and three federal territories, providing 
support in various capacities from patrol duties to 
administrative tasks (Cheah et al., 2018).

�3�9�5�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �W�\�S�L�F�D�O�O�\�� �K�D�Y�H�� �I�X�O�O���W�L�P�H�� �M�R�E�V�� �D�Q�G�� �V�H�U�Y�H��
part-time, receiving a small allowance based on 
rank and state funding allocations. According to the 
�3�R�O�L�F�H���$�F�W�� �R�I�� ������������ �Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �V�H�U�Y�H�� �Z�L�W�K�R�X�W��
remuneration except for prescribed allowances. 
In 2022, the Finance Ministry increased these 
allowances to MYR 8.00 per hour for Constables to 
Sergeant Majors and MYR 9.80 per hour for Inspectors 
and higher ranks (Ministry of Finance Malaysia, 2021, 
�S���� ���������� �$�V�� �R�I�� ������������ �W�K�H�U�H�� �Z�H�U�H�� ������������ �3�9�5�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V��
in Malaysia, leaving 9,805 positions vacant out of 
15,500 allocated (“Enthusiastic response”, 2023).

Civilians interested in joining the PVR undergo a 
rigorous selection process followed by basic training 
at police training facilities. After completing this 
training, recruits continue with on-the-job training. 
Over the years, the scope of PVR duties has evolved 
�W�R�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�� �Y�D�U�L�R�X�V�� �W�D�V�N�V�� �V�X�F�K�� �D�V�� �V�W�D�I�¿�Q�J�� �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�J�H�Q�W��
�K�H�D�G�T�X�D�U�W�H�U�V�����S�D�W�U�R�O�O�L�Q�J�����W�U�D�I�¿�F���P�R�Q�L�W�R�U�L�Q�J�����V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J���D�W��
inquiry counters, and performing guard duties. PVR 
�R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �D�U�H�� �V�Z�R�U�Q�� �L�Q���� �D�U�P�H�G���� �D�Q�G�� �S�R�V�V�H�V�V�� �D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\��
�H�T�X�L�Y�D�O�H�Q�W�� �W�R�� �U�H�J�X�O�D�U�� �S�R�O�L�F�H�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V���� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H��
power of arrest. The Royal Malaysia Police (RMP) 
centrally manages the PVR under the Ministry of 
Home Affairs, led by the Inspector-General of Police 
�D�Q�G���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G���L�Q�W�R���������F�R�Q�W�L�Q�J�H�Q�W�V���D�F�U�R�V�V���0�D�O�D�\�V�L�D��

During the recent Covid-19 pandemic, which began 
on 18th���0�D�U�F�K���������������3�9�5���R�I�¿�F�H�U�V���Z�H�U�H���L�Q�G�L�V�S�H�Q�V�D�E�O�H����
supporting frontline efforts in maintaining public safety 
���&�K�H�D�K���� �������������� �$�O�O�� �U�H�J�X�O�D�U�� �D�Q�G�� �3�9�5�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �Z�H�U�H��
�P�R�E�L�O�L�]�H�G�� �L�Q�� �I�X�O�O�� �I�R�U�F�H���� �7�K�L�V�� �H�P�H�U�J�H�Q�F�\���� �U�H�P�L�Q�L�V�F�H�Q�W��
of the Malayan Emergency post-World War II, 
saw police forces and civilian volunteers playing 
crucial roles in maintaining public safety. The PVR 

continues to be an essential part of the country's 
security strategy, adapting to new challenges while 
maintaining its foundational role in public safety. This 
�P�R�E�L�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �H�Q�G�X�U�L�Q�J�� �U�H�O�H�Y�D�Q�F�H�� �D�Q�G��
adaptability of the PVR in addressing both traditional 
and emerging security challenges.

�&�X�U�U�H�Q�W���3�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V���D�Q�G���%�H�Q�H�¿�W�V���R�I���9�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U���3�R�O�L�F�L�Q�J
�,�Q�� �0�D�O�D�\�V�L�D���� �3�9�5�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �D�X�J�P�H�Q�W�� �W�K�H�� �U�H�J�X�O�D�U��
police force by undertaking various duties such as 
�S�D�W�U�R�O�O�L�Q�J�����P�D�Q�D�J�L�Q�J���W�U�D�I�¿�F�����D�Q�G���G�R�L�Q�J���D�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�Y�H��
tasks. They receive a small allowance, but their 
�F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q�V���D�U�H���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���� �� �9�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U���S�R�O�L�F�L�Q�J�� �K�D�V��
�P�D�Q�\���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V�����)�L�U�V�W�����L�W���K�H�O�S�V���H�Q�J�D�J�H���W�K�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\����
�6�L�Q�F�H�� �3�9�5�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �D�U�H�� �S�D�U�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\����
they bring valuable local knowledge that makes 
community policing more effective. This local insight 
helps prevent crime and builds stronger relationships 
between the police and the community (Cheah et al., 
2018). Plus, having volunteer police means more 
manpower, which is especially useful when there is 
a high demand for public safety. Despite receiving 
only a small allowance, their contributions are 
invaluable, providing essential local knowledge that 
enhances community policing efforts. The integration 
�R�I�� �3�9�5�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �L�Q�W�R�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�� �I�R�V�W�H�U�V�� �V�W�U�R�Q�J�H�U��
relationships between the police and the public, 
aiding in crime prevention and enhancing public trust.
The COVID-19 pandemic showed just how 
�L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W�� �Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�� �S�R�O�L�F�L�Q�J�� �L�V���� �3�9�5�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �Z�H�U�H��
�P�R�E�L�O�L�]�H�G�� �E�R�W�K�� �D�V�� �I�U�R�Q�W�O�L�Q�H�� �D�Q�G�� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W�� �S�H�U�V�R�Q�Q�H�O����
helping with roadblocks, compliance checks, and 
other crucial duties. They often worked long hours 
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�&�R�U�S�R�U�D�O���3�9�5���1�J���.�R�N���<�D�R���D�V�V�L�V�W�L�Q�J���D���U�H�J�X�O�D�U���S�R�O�L�F�H���R�I�¿�F�H�U���F�R�Q�G�X�F�W�L�Q�J���D���Y�H�K�L�F�O�H��
check during the Covid-19 pandemic.



under challenging conditions. For example, during 
�F�R�P�S�O�L�D�Q�F�H�� �F�K�H�F�N�V�� �L�Q�� �S�X�E�O�L�F�� �S�O�D�F�H�V���� �3�9�5�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V��
provided important information to the public, helping 
ensure everyone understood and followed health 
�P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V���� �7�K�H�V�H�� �H�I�I�R�U�W�V�� �K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �À�H�[�L�E�L�O�L�W�\��
�D�Q�G���G�H�G�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U���R�I�¿�F�H�U�V���D�Q�G���V�K�R�Z�H�G���K�R�Z��
resourceful and committed they are.

�3�9�5�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�� �W�K�R�U�R�X�J�K�� �W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�� �W�K�D�W�� �F�R�Y�H�U�V��
their roles and responsibilities, ethics and integrity, 
communication in police work, and methods of 
�L�Q�V�S�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �D�U�U�H�V�W���V�H�O�I���G�H�I�H�Q�V�H���� �7�K�L�V�� �W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J��
is crucial for making sure they have the skills and 
knowledge needed to do their jobs well.

�0�R�W�L�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�U�H��
�N�H�\�� �I�D�F�W�R�U�V�� �L�Q�� �K�R�Z�� �H�Q�J�D�J�H�G�� �3�9�5�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �D�U�H�� �Z�L�W�K��
their work. Studies show that both internal motivation 
(like personal satisfaction) and external motivation 
(like recognition) are important for job engagement 
�D�P�R�Q�J���S�R�O�L�F�H���R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�����/�L�X���H�W���D�O���������������������$�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\����
�Z�K�H�Q�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �I�H�H�O�� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q����
their level of engagement increases (Lan et al., 
2020; Piotrowski, 2021). This support can come from 
superiors and colleagues, providing the validation 

�W�K�H�\�� �Q�H�H�G�� �W�R�� �K�D�Q�G�O�H�� �Z�R�U�N�� �S�U�H�V�V�X�U�H�V���� �2�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �Z�K�R��
feel motivated and supported are more likely to be 
resilient, dedicated, and involved in their work. Even 
�W�K�R�X�J�K�� �3�9�5�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �D�U�H�� �Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V���� �W�K�H�\�� �I�D�F�H�� �W�K�H��
�V�D�P�H���U�L�V�N�V���D�V���I�X�O�O���W�L�P�H���S�R�O�L�F�H���R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�����7�K�H�\���G�H�D�O���Z�L�W�K��
dangerous situations, confront criminals, and handle 
emergencies. Despite not being full-time employees, 

their commitment to public safety 
puts them in harm's way just like 
their full-time counterparts. This adds 
an additional layer of respect and 
appreciation for the work they do, 
as they willingly take on these risks 
�Z�L�W�K�R�X�W�� �W�K�H�� �E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �I�X�O�O���W�L�P�H��
�R�I�¿�F�H�U�V���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H��

�3�9�5�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �L�Q�� �0�D�O�D�\�V�L�D�� �Q�R�W�� �R�Q�O�\��
boosts the capabilities of the regular 
police force but also strengthens 
community ties and enhances public 
safety. The contributions of PVR 
�R�I�¿�F�H�U�V���V�K�R�Z���W�K�H���Y�D�O�X�H���R�I���W�K�L�V���V�\�V�W�H�P����
demonstrating how local knowledge, 
community engagement, and 
dedicated service can improve the 
security and well-being of the nation.

Comparing Volunteer Policing in 
Malaysia, England & Wales, and 
the United States

�9�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�� �S�R�O�L�F�L�Q�J�� �Y�D�U�L�H�V�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�O�\�� �D�F�U�R�V�V��
Malaysia, England and Wales, and the United 
�6�W�D�W�H�V�����U�H�À�H�F�W�L�Q�J���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���F�R�Q�W�H�[�W�V���D�Q�G���O�D�Z��
enforcement needs. In England and Wales, special 
constables are unpaid volunteers granted the same 
�O�H�J�D�O�� �S�R�Z�H�U�V�� �D�V�� �I�X�O�O���W�L�P�H�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� ���&�D�O�O�H�Q�G�H�U�� �H�W�� �D�O������
2018). This setup allows them to engage in a full range 
of law enforcement activities, such as patrolling and 
community policing, making their role integral to the 
police force. Their duties often mirror those of regular 
�R�I�¿�F�H�U�V���� �K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�L�Q�J�� �D�� �K�L�J�K�� �O�H�Y�H�O�� �R�I�� �L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G��
reliance on these volunteers. 

In the United States, the role of volunteer police 
�R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �L�V�� �K�L�J�K�O�\�� �Y�D�U�L�D�E�O�H�� �G�X�H�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�
�V��
�G�H�F�H�Q�W�U�D�O�L�]�H�G�� �O�D�Z�� �H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W�� �V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H���� �:�L�W�K�� �D�Q��
estimated 18,000 agencies operating independently, 
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CAPTION: Superintendent Saralathan A/L Duraisamy from the Department of Crime Prevention and 
�&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���6�D�I�H�W�\�����3�H�U�D�N���&�R�Q�W�L�Q�J�H�Q�W���F�R�Q�G�X�F�W�L�Q�J���D���P�R�G�X�O�H���G�X�U�L�Q�J���D���I�R�X�U���G�D�\���3�9�5���R�I�¿�F�H�U���D�Q�Q�X�D�O���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J��
training in October 2021 attended by 72 participants from 12 contingents across Peninsular Malaysia. 
This training, organized by the Perak Contingent's Department of Crime Prevention and Community 
�6�D�I�H�W�\�����D�L�P�H�G���W�R���H�Q�K�D�Q�F�H���W�K�H���S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�P�����P�R�W�L�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���V�N�L�O�O�V���R�I���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U���S�R�O�L�F�H���R�I�¿�F�H�U�V��



the authority and responsibilities of volunteers differ 
widely (Cheah et al., 2021). Some jurisdictions 
�H�P�S�R�Z�H�U���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U���R�I�¿�F�H�U�V���Z�L�W�K���I�X�O�O���O�D�Z���H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W��
capabilities, including making arrests and carrying 
�¿�U�H�D�U�P�V���� �Z�K�L�O�H�� �R�W�K�H�U�V�� �O�L�P�L�W�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �U�R�O�H�V�� �W�R�� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W��
functions such as administrative work. This variability 
results in a diverse array of volunteer policing 
�S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V���D�F�U�R�V�V���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�����P�D�N�L�Q�J���V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q��
a challenge (Cheah et al., 2021; Britton, Callender, & 
Wolf, 2018).

�,�Q�� �0�D�O�D�\�V�L�D���� �3�9�5�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �D�U�H�� �F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O�O�\�� �S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�H�G��
as supportive staff to regular police, whereas in the 
USA, their roles can vary widely from supportive 
to fully integrated operational roles, depending 
on the state and department (Cheah et al., 2018). 
�7�K�L�V�� �F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O�� �S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�L�Q�J�� �U�H�À�H�F�W�V�� �W�K�H�� �K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O�� �D�Q�G��
societal contexts within which volunteer policing 
�R�S�H�U�D�W�H�V�� �L�Q�� �H�D�F�K�� �F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���� �0�D�O�D�\�V�L�D�Q�� �3�9�5�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V��
perform various duties, including frontline policing, 
�D�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�Y�H���W�D�V�N�V�����D�Q�G���W�U�D�I�¿�F���P�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W�����V�L�P�L�O�D�U��
to their counterparts in the UK and some parts of 
the USA (Cheah et al., 2018). This versatility is a 
�V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�� �V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�� �R�I�� �Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�� �S�R�O�L�F�L�Q�J���� �D�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J��
�Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V�� �W�R�� �¿�O�O�� �Y�D�U�L�R�X�V�� �U�R�O�H�V�� �D�V�� �Q�H�H�G�H�G���� �7�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J��
�S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V�� �I�R�U�� �3�9�5�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �L�Q�� �0�D�O�D�\�V�L�D�� �D�U�H�� �Y�D�U�L�H�G��
�D�Q�G�� �R�I�W�H�Q�� �V�W�D�W�H���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�� ���V�X�F�K�� �D�V�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �R�Q���W�K�H���M�R�E��
�W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J������ �7�K�L�V�� �F�R�Q�W�U�D�V�W�V�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �P�R�U�H�� �V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�L�]�H�G��
training regimes seen in England and Wales, and 
the highly variable but often extensive training in the 
�8�6�$�� ���%�U�L�W�W�R�Q�� �H�W�� �D�O������ ������������ �6�X�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�W�� �D�Q�G�� �R�Q���J�R�L�Q�J��
�W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�� �H�Q�V�X�U�H�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �D�O�O�� �Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �K�D�Y�H�� �W�K�H��
necessary knowledge and skills, which is essential 
for maintaining professionalism across the force.

A Model for ASEANAPOL: Mobilizing Volunteer 
�3�R�O�L�F�H���2�I�¿�F�H�U�V

The lessons learned from the 2024 Paris Olympic and 
Paralympic Games provide a valuable framework for 
ASEANAPOL. The integration of volunteer police 
�R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �Q�R�W�� �R�Q�O�\�� �G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�¿�H�V�� �W�K�H�� �O�D�Z�� �H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W��
workforce but also brings a unique set of skills and 
�S�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �F�D�Q�� �F�R�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�� �I�X�O�O���W�L�P�H�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V����
�)�R�U���$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/�����W�K�L�V���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�\���R�I�I�H�U�V���D���G�X�D�O���E�H�Q�H�¿�W��
- it enhances police professionalism and fosters 
greater regional cooperation in security efforts.

�,�Q�F�R�U�S�R�U�D�W�L�Q�J�� �Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�� �S�R�O�L�F�H�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �F�D�Q�� �E�H��
particularly advantageous for large-scale events or 
crises that require rapid scaling of security forces. 
Volunteers can assist in crowd management, provide 
logistical support, and serve as a visible deterrent to 
potential threats. Furthermore, their presence can 
�I�U�H�H�� �X�S�� �I�X�O�O���W�L�P�H�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �W�R�� �I�R�F�X�V�� �R�Q�� �P�R�U�H�� �F�R�P�S�O�H�[��
�R�U�� �V�S�H�F�L�D�O�L�]�H�G�� �W�D�V�N�V���� �W�K�H�U�H�E�\�� �R�S�W�L�P�L�]�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �R�Y�H�U�D�O�O��
�H�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�F�\���R�I���V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/���F�R�X�O�G��
�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S���V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�L�]�H�G���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V���I�R�U���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U��
�S�R�O�L�F�H�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V���� �7�K�H�V�H�� �S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V�� �V�K�R�X�O�G�� �F�R�Y�H�U��
essential skills and knowledge, ensuring consistency 
and professionalism across the region. For instance, 
training modules could include legal knowledge, 
practical policing skills, and community engagement 
�W�H�F�K�Q�L�T�X�H�V���� �6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�L�]�H�G�� �W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�� �F�D�Q�� �K�H�O�S�� �H�Q�V�X�U�H��
�W�K�D�W���D�O�O���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U���R�I�¿�F�H�U�V���D�U�H���H�T�X�L�S�S�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���V�D�P�H��
level of competence and are prepared to handle 
various policing tasks effectively.

�9�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�� �S�R�O�L�F�H�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �V�K�R�X�O�G�� �E�H�� �L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�H�G�� �L�Q�W�R��
regular operations with clear roles and responsibilities. 
�7�K�L�V�� �L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �Z�L�O�O�� �P�D�[�L�P�L�]�H�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q�V��
and enhance overall police capability. For example, 
�Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U���R�I�¿�F�H�U�V���F�R�X�O�G���E�H���S�D�L�U�H�G���Z�L�W�K���U�H�J�X�O�D�U���R�I�¿�F�H�U�V��
for joint patrols, ensuring seamless cooperation. 
Structured integration strategies can help volunteer 
�R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �I�H�H�O�� �P�R�U�H�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G�� �D�Q�G�� �Y�D�O�X�H�G���� �H�Q�K�D�Q�F�L�Q�J��
their effectiveness and satisfaction. Governments 
should enact policies that support the recruitment, 
training, and deployment of volunteer police 
�R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�����7�K�H�V�H���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V���V�K�R�X�O�G���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H���W�K�H���X�Q�L�T�X�H��
contributions of volunteers and provide them with the 
necessary resources and support. Incentives such 
as allowances, recognition programs, and career 
progression opportunities can motivate volunteers. 
Providing adequate support and resources ensures 
�W�K�D�W�� �Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �F�D�Q�� �S�H�U�I�R�U�P�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �G�X�W�L�H�V��
effectively and feel valued for their contributions.

A Model for ASEANAPOL: Mobilizing Volunteer 
�3�R�O�L�F�H���2�I�¿�F�H�U�V

The lessons learned from the 2024 Paris Olympic and 
Paralympic Games provide a valuable framework for 
ASEANAPOL. The integration of volunteer police 
�R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �Q�R�W�� �R�Q�O�\�� �G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�¿�H�V�� �W�K�H�� �O�D�Z�� �H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W��
workforce but also brings a unique set of skills and 

82

13th Edition



�S�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �F�D�Q�� �F�R�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�� �I�X�O�O���W�L�P�H�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V����
�)�R�U���$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/�����W�K�L�V���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�\���R�I�I�H�U�V���D���G�X�D�O���E�H�Q�H�¿�W��
- it enhances police professionalism and fosters 
greater regional cooperation in security efforts.

�,�Q�F�R�U�S�R�U�D�W�L�Q�J�� �Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�� �S�R�O�L�F�H�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �F�D�Q�� �E�H��
particularly advantageous for large-scale events or 
crises that require rapid scaling of security forces. 
Volunteers can assist in crowd management, provide 
logistical support, and serve as a visible deterrent to 
potential threats. Furthermore, their presence can 
�I�U�H�H�� �X�S�� �I�X�O�O���W�L�P�H�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �W�R�� �I�R�F�X�V�� �R�Q�� �P�R�U�H�� �F�R�P�S�O�H�[��
�R�U�� �V�S�H�F�L�D�O�L�]�H�G�� �W�D�V�N�V���� �W�K�H�U�H�E�\�� �R�S�W�L�P�L�]�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �R�Y�H�U�D�O�O��
�H�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�F�\���R�I���V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/���F�R�X�O�G��
�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S���V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�L�]�H�G���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V���I�R�U���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U��
�S�R�O�L�F�H�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V���� �7�K�H�V�H�� �S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V�� �V�K�R�X�O�G�� �F�R�Y�H�U��
essential skills and knowledge, ensuring consistency 
and professionalism across the region. For instance, 
training modules could include legal knowledge, 
practical policing skills, and community engagement 
�W�H�F�K�Q�L�T�X�H�V���� �6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�L�]�H�G�� �W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�� �F�D�Q�� �K�H�O�S�� �H�Q�V�X�U�H��
�W�K�D�W���D�O�O���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U���R�I�¿�F�H�U�V���D�U�H���H�T�X�L�S�S�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���V�D�P�H��
level of competence and are prepared to handle 
various policing tasks effectively.

�9�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�� �S�R�O�L�F�H�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �V�K�R�X�O�G�� �E�H�� �L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�H�G�� �L�Q�W�R��
regular operations with clear roles and responsibilities. 
�7�K�L�V�� �L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �Z�L�O�O�� �P�D�[�L�P�L�]�H�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q�V��
and enhance overall police capability. For example, 
�Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U���R�I�¿�F�H�U�V���F�R�X�O�G���E�H���S�D�L�U�H�G���Z�L�W�K���U�H�J�X�O�D�U���R�I�¿�F�H�U�V��
for joint patrols, ensuring seamless cooperation. 
Structured integration strategies can help volunteer 
�R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �I�H�H�O�� �P�R�U�H�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G�� �D�Q�G�� �Y�D�O�X�H�G���� �H�Q�K�D�Q�F�L�Q�J��
their effectiveness and satisfaction. Governments 
should enact policies that support the recruitment, 
training, and deployment of volunteer police 
�R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�����7�K�H�V�H���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V���V�K�R�X�O�G���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H���W�K�H���X�Q�L�T�X�H��
contributions of volunteers and provide them with the 
necessary resources and support. Incentives such 
as allowances, recognition programs, and career 
progression opportunities can motivate volunteers. 
Providing adequate support and resources ensures 
�W�K�D�W�� �Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �F�D�Q�� �S�H�U�I�R�U�P�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �G�X�W�L�H�V��
effectively and feel valued for their contributions.

The Road Ahead: Building a Volunteer Police 
ASEANAPOL Framework

To implement this strategy, ASEANPOL member 
countries could consider several key steps. First, 
�H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�L�Q�J�� �D�� �V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�L�]�H�G�� �W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�� �S�U�R�J�U�D�P�� �I�R�U��
�Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�� �S�R�O�L�F�H�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �Z�R�X�O�G�� �E�H�� �E�H�Q�H�¿�F�L�D�O�� �L�Q��
ensuring they meet professional standards and can 
effectively integrate with full-time law enforcement. 
Second, developing a clear framework for their 
�U�R�O�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V�� �F�R�X�O�G�� �K�H�O�S�� �P�D�[�L�P�L�]�H�� �W�K�H�L�U��
contributions while maintaining public trust and 
�F�R�Q�¿�G�H�Q�F�H�����)�L�Q�D�O�O�\�����I�R�V�W�H�U�L�Q�J���D���F�X�O�W�X�U�H���R�I���F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q��
�E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� �I�X�O�O���W�L�P�H�� �D�Q�G�� �Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �P�L�J�K�W�� �E�H��
crucial for seamless operations. 

The 2024 Paris Olympic and Paralympic Games 
�G�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�H�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�� �S�R�O�L�F�H�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �F�R�X�O�G��
be a valuable asset in maintaining public safety. 
ASEANAPOL can draw from this successful model 
to build a resilient and versatile security framework 
that leverages the strengths of both full-time and 
�Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U���R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�����%�\���G�R�L�Q�J���V�R�����$�6�(�$�1���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���F�D�Q��
not only enhance their national security but also set a 
precedent for innovative law enforcement strategies 
in the region. 

As ASEANAPOL looks toward the future, embracing 
�W�K�H�� �S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O�� �R�I�� �Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�� �S�R�O�L�F�H�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �L�V�� �Q�R�W�� �M�X�V�W��
an option—it is a strategic imperative. The success 
seen at the Paris Olympics serves as a testament 
�W�R�� �W�K�H�� �E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V�� �R�I�� �V�X�F�K�� �D�Q�� �D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K���� �$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/��
member countries might consider taking proactive 
steps to integrate volunteer forces into their security 
strategies, ensuring a safer and more secure region 
for all. The time to act is now, and the path forward 
is clear: Strengthening ASEAN's security through 
�W�K�H�� �S�R�Z�H�U�� �R�I�� �Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�� �S�R�O�L�F�H�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V���� �(�P�E�U�D�F�L�Q�J��
�W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\�� �F�D�Q�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�O�\�� �H�Q�K�D�Q�F�H�� �Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U��
policing efforts. Mobile apps for reporting and 
communication, online training modules, and data 
�D�Q�D�O�\�W�L�F�V�� �F�D�Q�� �L�P�S�U�R�Y�H�� �H�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�F�\�� �D�Q�G�� �H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H�Q�H�V�V����
For example, mobile apps can facilitate real-time 
communication between volunteers and regular 
�R�I�¿�F�H�U�V���� �H�Q�K�D�Q�F�L�Q�J�� �F�R�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�� �G�X�U�L�Q�J�� �R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V����
Leveraging technology can streamline operations 
�D�Q�G�� �S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�� �Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �W�R�R�O�V�� �W�K�H�\��
need to perform their duties more effectively.
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Member countries should increase cooperation 
and knowledge-sharing in volunteer policing. 
ASEANAPOL can serve as a platform for exchanging 
best practices and developing collaborative initiatives. 
Joint training programs, regional conferences, and 
shared databases can foster greater cooperation. 
Regional cooperation can lead to the development 
�R�I�� �V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�L�]�H�G�� �S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V���� �H�Q�K�D�Q�F�L�Q�J��
the overall effectiveness of volunteer policing across 
ASEAN. More comparative studies are needed 
to explore different aspects of volunteer policing. 
International collaboration among researchers can 
provide valuable insights and drive innovation in this 
�¿�H�O�G���� �5�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�� �W�R�S�L�F�V�� �F�R�X�O�G�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�� �W�K�H�� �L�P�S�D�F�W�� �R�I��
volunteer policing on crime rates, public perception of 
�Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V���� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H�Q�H�V�V�� �R�I�� �G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W��
training models. Further research can provide 
evidence-based recommendations for improving 
volunteer policing practices and policies.

Conclusion

�9�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�� �S�R�O�L�F�H�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �K�D�Y�H�� �S�U�R�Y�H�Q�� �W�R�� �E�H�� �D�Q��
invaluable asset in enhancing public safety and 
security, as demonstrated by their crucial roles in 
international events like the 2024 Paris Olympic and 
Paralympic Games. For ASEANAPOL, integrating 
these dedicated individuals into the broader law 
enforcement framework offers a strategic advantage, 
providing both a boost in manpower and a wealth of 
�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�L�]�H�G�� �V�N�L�O�O�V���� �)�U�R�P�� �P�X�O�W�L�O�L�Q�J�X�D�O�� �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q��
capabilities to expertise in cybersecurity and disaster 
�U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���� �Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �E�U�L�Q�J�� �X�Q�L�T�X�H�� �V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�V��
�W�K�D�W�� �F�D�Q�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�O�\�� �E�R�O�V�W�H�U�� �W�K�H�� �U�H�J�L�R�Q�
�V�� �V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\��
infrastructure. 

As ASEAN faces evolving security challenges, the 
�P�R�E�L�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�� �S�R�O�L�F�H�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�V��
an opportunity to strengthen regional cooperation 
and build a more resilient, professional police 
�I�R�U�F�H���� �%�\�� �D�G�R�S�W�L�Q�J�� �V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�L�]�H�G�� �W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�� �S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V����
�F�O�H�D�U�O�\�� �G�H�¿�Q�L�Q�J�� �U�R�O�H�V���� �D�Q�G�� �O�H�Y�H�U�D�J�L�Q�J�� �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\����
ASEANAPOL member countries can ensure that 
�Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �D�U�H�� �Q�R�W�� �R�Q�O�\�� �H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\�� �L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�H�G��
but also valued for their contributions. The collective 
action of these nations in fostering a robust volunteer 
policing framework will pave the way for a safer, more 
secure ASEAN region. In embracing the potential of 

�Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�� �S�R�O�L�F�H�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V���� �$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/�� �L�V�� �Q�R�W�� �R�Q�O�\��
addressing current security needs but is also laying 
the foundation for a sustainable, innovative approach 
to law enforcement. The power of volunteerism in 
policing, supported by clear policies and regional 
cooperation, can lead to a more secure and cohesive 
community.
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Abstract

This study aims to evaluate ASEAN’s regional 
�F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �H�I�I�R�U�W�V�� �L�Q�� �F�R�P�E�D�W�L�Q�J�� �G�U�X�J�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J��
in Southeast Asia, assessing the effectiveness of 
its strategies, policies, and external partnerships. 
�'�H�V�S�L�W�H�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�� �H�I�I�R�U�W�V���� �W�K�H�� �W�U�D�Q�V�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �Q�D�W�X�U�H��
�R�I�� �G�U�X�J�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G�� �U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O�� �L�Q�V�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\�� �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H��
to perpetuate the problem. Several challenges, 
including institutional barriers, corruption, and varying 
national priorities, undermine the effectiveness of 
ASEAN’s drug control initiatives. The ASEAN’s role 
remains central to regional anti-drug efforts; however, 
its effectiveness is hindered by structural and 
�L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�D�O���O�L�P�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���F�R�Q�À�L�F�W�L�Q�J���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
approaches. This study proposes the adoption of 
a more comprehensive and balanced approach to 
�W�D�F�N�O�L�Q�J�� �G�U�X�J�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�� �L�V�V�X�H�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �U�H�V�S�H�F�W�V�� �K�X�P�D�Q��
�U�L�J�K�W�V�����H�Q�K�D�Q�F�H�V���S�R�O�L�F�\���K�D�U�P�R�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���D�G�G�U�H�V�V�H�V��
�W�K�H���V�R�F�L�R�H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���G�U�L�Y�H�U�V���R�I���G�U�X�J���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J��

Introduction

�'�U�X�J�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�� �S�R�V�H�V�� �D�� �V�H�Y�H�U�H�� �D�Q�G�� �S�H�U�V�L�V�W�H�Q�W��
�F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�� �L�Q�� �6�R�X�W�K�H�D�V�W�� �$�V�L�D���� �D�� �U�H�J�L�R�Q�� �U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�G��
as a major hotspot for illicit drug production, transit, 
and consumption. The complex nature of this 
transnational crime necessitates robust regional 
cooperation, with ASEAN playing a pivotal role. Since 
�W�K�H�� �H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�P�H�Q�W���R�I�� �W�K�H���$�6�(�$�1�� �6�H�Q�L�R�U�� �2�I�¿�F�L�D�O�V�� �R�Q��
Drug Matters (ASOD) in 1993, ASEAN has developed 
comprehensive strategies, policies, and frameworks 
aimed at intensifying regional efforts to combat drug 
�W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�����7�K�H���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�V���H�D�U�O�\���L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H�V���V�X�F�K���D�V��
the Three-Year Plan of Action on Drug Abuse Control 
and partnerships with external actors like Russia 
�K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�� �W�K�H�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�V�� �F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W�� �L�Q�� �W�D�F�N�O�L�Q�J��
this problem. To effectively address the multifaceted 
�G�L�P�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�V�� �R�I�� �G�U�X�J�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���� �U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O�� �F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q��
is crucial. The increasing collaboration between 
ASEAN member states and external partners 
�X�Q�G�H�U�V�F�R�U�H�V�� �W�K�H�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�F�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�V�H�� �H�I�I�R�U�W�V���� �Z�K�L�F�K��
have bolstered regional security and contributed to 
�W�K�H���J�O�R�E�D�O���¿�J�K�W���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���G�U�X�J���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J��
Numerous studies have explored the evolution of 
ASEAN’s policies, the role of external partnerships, 
and the impact of these initiatives on regional security. 
This research builds on existing literature by providing 
a detailed analysis of ASEAN’s collaborative efforts 
and evaluating the outcomes of these initiatives. 

Employing a combined methodology comprising 
of open-source data gathering, content analysis, 
and semi-structured interviews with subject-matter 
�H�[�S�H�U�W�V�����W�K�L�V���V�W�X�G�\���Z�D�V���D�E�O�H���W�R���]�H�U�R���L�Q���R�Q���I�D�F�W���E�D�V�H�G��
information concerning ASEAN’s efforts in tackling the 
�G�U�X�J���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���S�U�R�E�O�H�P���L�Q���6�R�X�W�K�H�D�V�W���$�V�L�D�����H�[�D�P�L�Q�H��
regional cooperation trends, and gather insights on 
the practical challenges and successes of ASEAN’s 
�D�Q�W�L���G�U�X�J���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H�V�����7�K�H���I�R�F�X�V���R�I���W�K�L�V���V�W�X�G�\��
is on investigating the effectiveness of ASEAN’s 
�U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O���F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���F�R�P�E�D�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���G�U�X�J���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J��
problem while identifying innovative approaches and 
proposing policy recommendations to enhance these 
efforts. 

�&�R�Q�F�H�S�W�X�D�O���%�D�V�L�V���R�I���&�R�P�E�D�W�W�L�Q�J���'�U�X�J���7�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J��
in Southeast Asia

�7�K�H�� �Z�L�G�H�V�S�U�H�D�G�� �S�U�R�E�O�H�P�� �R�Q�� �G�U�X�J�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�� �L�Q��
Southeast Asia has a complex historical backdrop 
�P�D�U�N�H�G�� �E�\�� �F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O�� �L�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H�V���� �U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O�� �F�R�Q�À�L�F�W�V����
and various socio-economic factors. Since after 
World War II, the so-called “Golden Triangle” 
which encompasses parts of Myanmar, Laos, and 
Cambodia, has long been a major hub for opium 
�S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�����,�Q���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�����P�D�Q�\���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O��
events, including the colonial rule and regional 
�F�R�Q�À�L�F�W�V���� �K�D�Y�H�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�O�\�� �V�K�D�S�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �G�\�Q�D�P�L�F�V�� �R�I��
drug trade in the region.

Various international regimes played a crucial role 
in shaping drug control policies across Southeast 
Asia. For instance, the United Nations’ drug control 
conventions, such as the 1961 Single Convention on 
Narcotic Drugs and the 1988 UN Convention Against 
�,�O�O�L�F�L�W�� �7�U�D�I�¿�F�� �L�Q�� �1�D�U�F�R�W�L�F�� �'�U�X�J�V�� �D�Q�G�� �3�V�\�F�K�R�W�U�R�S�L�F��
Substances, set the framework for global drug control. 
�7�K�H�V�H�� �F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�V�� �L�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H�G�� �U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O�� �S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V�� �E�\��
promoting cooperation among countries and providing 
�J�X�L�G�H�O�L�Q�H�V���I�R�U���F�R�P�E�D�W�L�Q�J���G�U�X�J���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�����$�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\����
the ASEAN, through initiatives such as the ASEAN 
2025 Plan, further enhanced regional collaboration 
by fostering shared strategies and experiences to 
�F�R�P�S�U�H�K�H�Q�V�L�Y�H�O�\���D�G�G�U�H�V�V���G�U�X�J���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���S�U�R�E�O�H�P�V����
A number of Southeast Asian countries also 
employed various institutional mechanisms and 
�O�H�J�D�O�� �L�Q�V�W�U�X�P�H�Q�W�V�� �W�R�� �F�R�P�E�D�W�� �G�U�X�J�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J����
Countries such as Vietnam, Thailand, Malaysia and 
the Philippines have established legal frameworks 
including the Dangerous Drugs Act, the Narcotics 
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����

Act, and the Comprehensive Dangerous Drugs Act 
to address drug-related crimes within their respective 
nations. These laws were complemented by national 
strategies, such as Malaysia’s National Anti-Drug 
Strategic Plan and Thailand’s new drug laws, 
�Z�K�L�F�K�� �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G�� �D�� �P�L�[�� �R�I�� �S�X�Q�L�W�L�Y�H�� �P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V�� �D�Q�G��
rehabilitation for individuals involved in drug-related 
crimes. Moreover, regional cooperation through the 
ASEAN supported information sharing and joint 
operations, which helped strengthen the overall 
effectiveness of drug control efforts in the region.

Main Directions and Forms of Regional 
Cooperation

To achieve the goal of advancing cooperation 
within the region, the ASEAN has employed several 
key strategies to bolster regional collaboration in 
�F�R�P�E�D�W�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �G�U�X�J�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�� �S�U�R�E�O�H�P���� �&�H�Q�W�U�D�O�� �W�R��
these efforts was the implementation of the ASEAN 
Work Plan on Securing Communities Against Illicit 
Drugs and the collaboration with international 
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �V�X�F�K�� �D�V�� �W�K�H�� �8�Q�L�W�H�G�� �1�D�W�L�R�Q�V�¶�� �2�I�¿�F�H��
on Drugs and Crime (UNODC). The ASEAN’s 
commitment to a drug-free community was also 
�U�H�À�H�F�W�H�G���L�Q���L�W�V���V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�H�G���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S�V���D�Q�G���L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H�V��
aimed at improving regional drug control frameworks, 
including joint operations, capacity building, and the 
facilitation of dialogue among member states.

Law enforcement agencies also played a crucial role 
�L�Q���$�6�(�$�1�¶�V�� �G�U�X�J�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�� �H�I�I�R�U�W�V���� �7�K�H�V�H�� �D�J�H�Q�F�L�H�V��
�Z�H�U�H�� �S�L�Y�R�W�D�O�� �L�Q�� �G�L�V�U�X�S�W�L�Q�J�� �G�U�X�J�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�� �Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N�V��
through coordinated regional operations and 
enforcement strategies. Notable progress has been 
made in enhancing international cooperation and 

establishing clear structures, such as ASEANAPOL, 
which supports member countries with information 
sharing and joint operations. This collaborative 
approach strengthened law enforcement capabilities 
�D�Q�G�� �F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�G�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�O�\�� �W�R�� �W�K�H���$�6�(�$�1�¶�V�� �R�Y�H�U�D�O�O��
anti-drug strategy.

Moreover, ASEAN’s collaboration spanned national, 
regional, and international levels, demonstrating a 
multi-dimensional approach. It included emphasis 
on cross-border initiatives with efforts focused on 
enhancing information sharing and intelligence 
exchange among the different member states. 
For instance, its partnership with Russia and other 
international entities further strengthened regional 
efforts through joint operations and capacity-building 
initiatives. These collaborative efforts were essential 
�L�Q���D�G�G�U�H�V�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�R�P�S�O�H�[�� �Q�D�W�X�U�H���R�I�� �G�U�X�J���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J��
�D�Q�G�� �L�Q�� �I�R�V�W�H�U�L�Q�J�� �D�� �X�Q�L�¿�H�G�� �U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�� �W�R�� �W�U�D�Q�V�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
drug-related crimes.

Challenges and Prospects of Combatting Drug 
�7�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H���$�6�(�$�1���5�H�J�L�R�Q

�&�R�U�U�X�S�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�D�Q�F�H���L�V�V�X�H�V���S�R�V�H�G���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W��
obstacles to effective anti-drug efforts in the ASEAN 
�U�H�J�L�R�Q���� �'�U�X�J�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�H�U�V�� �H�[�S�O�R�L�W�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �Z�H�D�N�Q�H�V�V�H�V��
within state institutions, leveraged the support of 
�F�R�U�U�X�S�W�� �R�I�¿�F�L�D�O�V���� �I�D�F�L�O�L�W�D�W�H�G�� �Q�H�Z�� �G�U�X�J�� �P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W����
and obstructed law enforcement. This corruption 
undermined the rule of law and eroded the integrity 
of judicial and law enforcement bodies. When 
�R�I�¿�F�L�D�O�V�� �D�U�H�� �F�R�P�S�U�R�P�L�V�H�G���� �W�K�H�� �E�U�H�D�N�G�R�Z�Q�� �R�I��
�D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\�� �D�O�O�R�Z�V�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�H�U�V�� �W�R�� �P�D�Q�L�S�X�O�D�W�H�� �W�K�H��
legal system and evade prosecution. This symbiotic 
�U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� �G�U�X�J�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�H�U�V�� �D�Q�G�� �F�R�U�U�X�S�W��

Figure 1. Online interview with subject-matter-expert on May 23, 2024



�R�I�¿�F�L�D�O�V�� �H�[�D�F�H�U�E�D�W�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �G�U�X�J�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�� �S�U�R�E�O�H�P����
which weakened state institutions and hindered both 
regional and international anti-drug efforts.

�'�U�X�J���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G���D���V�H�Y�H�U�H���W�K�U�H�D�W���W�R���U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O��
security within ASEAN countries. The transnational 
�Q�D�W�X�U�H�� �R�I�� �G�U�X�J�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�� �Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N�V�� �R�E�V�W�U�X�F�W�H�G��
collective responses due to differing national priorities 
and approaches. For instance, the rhetoric about 
“war on drugs” and the implementation of the death 
penalty, have proven largely ineffective in curbing 
drug trade and have raised serious human rights 
concerns. This fragmentation in policy and approach 
�K�D�P�S�H�U�H�G�� �D�� �X�Q�L�¿�H�G�� �U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���� �O�H�D�Y�L�Q�J�� �J�D�S�V�� �W�K�D�W��
�W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�H�U�V�� �F�D�Q�� �H�[�S�O�R�L�W���� �D�Q�G�� �I�X�U�W�K�H�U�� �G�H�V�W�D�E�L�O�L�]�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H��
region.

Amid these challenges, the potential for enhanced 
ASEAN-Russia dialogue offered a promising avenue 
for strengthening regional anti-drug efforts. Through 
�W�K�H�L�U�� �F�R�P�E�L�Q�H�G�� �U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O�� �L�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H���� �W�K�H�� �S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S��
between the ASEAN and Russia provided an 
opportunity to improve coordination, facilitate 
�L�Q�W�H�O�O�L�J�H�Q�F�H���V�K�D�U�L�Q�J�����D�Q�G���H�Q�D�E�O�H���S�R�O�L�F�\���K�D�U�P�R�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q����
This partnership led to more effective strategies, 
which fostered greater cooperation and addressed 
�W�K�H���F�R�P�S�O�H�[�����W�U�D�Q�V�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���Q�D�W�X�U�H���R�I���G�U�X�J���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�����$��
collaborative approach between ASEAN and Russia 
also represented a critical step towards developing 
a comprehensive and sustainable solution to this 
persistent issue.

Conclusion

�7�K�L�V���V�W�X�G�\���K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���G�U�X�J���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���L�Q���6�R�X�W�K�H�D�V�W��
�$�V�L�D�� �U�H�P�D�L�Q�V�� �D�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�� �D�Q�G�� �S�H�U�V�L�V�W�H�Q�W�� �L�V�V�X�H�� �G�X�H��
�W�R���L�W�V���W�U�D�Q�V�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���Q�D�W�X�U�H�����7�K�H���$�6�(�$�1���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q��
�K�D�V�� �E�H�H�Q�� �L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G�� �D�V�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�L�P�D�U�\�� �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�� �I�R�U��

coordinated efforts in combatting this problem. 
However, despite ASEAN’s efforts, the ongoing 
global demand for drugs and the region’s strategic 
location between major drug markets continued to 
�S�H�U�S�H�W�X�D�W�H�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�R�E�O�H�P���� �.�H�\�� �¿�Q�G�L�Q�J�V�� �U�H�Y�H�D�O�H�G�� �W�K�D�W��
institutional barriers, historical drug networks, and 
regional instability undermined the effectiveness of 
the ASEAN’s drug control initiatives. The historical 
context, particularly the legacy of drug production 
in the Golden Triangle along with persistent political 
and economic instability, has led to the propagation 
�R�I�� �V�R�S�K�L�V�W�L�F�D�W�H�G�� �G�U�X�J�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�� �R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H��
region. Corruption, varying national interests, and 
inconsistent enforcement also hindered progress, 
as some member states employed harsh penalties 
which violated human rights standards. 

�3�R�O�L�F�\�� �U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �Q�H�H�G��
for ASEAN to strengthen its regional cooperation 
by adopting a more comprehensive and balanced 
approach that respects individual human rights. 
This includes establishing a regional enforcement 
mechanism to overcome structural and institutional 
�O�L�P�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� �H�Q�K�D�Q�F�L�Q�J�� �S�R�O�L�F�\�� �K�D�U�P�R�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���� �D�Q�G��
improving coordination among member states. 
Addressing the underlying socioeconomic drivers of 
�G�U�X�J���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�����V�X�F�K���D�V���S�R�Y�H�U�W�\���D�Q�G���F�R�U�U�X�S�W�L�R�Q�����L�V���D�O�V�R��
crucial for a more effective response. Future research 
must focus on evaluating the effectiveness of current 
ASEAN drug control frameworks, exploring models 
of shared sovereignty or supranational authority, and 
assessing the impact of human rights considerations 
on drug policy. Understanding these dimensions will 
�K�H�O�S���U�H�¿�Q�H���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�H�V���D�Q�G���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H���$�6�(�$�1�¶�V���F�D�S�D�F�L�W�\��
�W�R�� �F�R�P�E�D�W�� �G�U�X�J�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�� �H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\���� �X�O�W�L�P�D�W�H�O�\��
contributing to greater regional stability and global 
cooperation.
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Cyber criminals pose a well-resourced and 
sophisticated transnational threat which is impossible 
to stop without proportional and determined 
transnational law enforcement cooperation. The 
Federal Bureau of Investigation’s (FBI) cyber 
strategy is to impose risk and consequences on cyber 
adversaries through unique authorities, world-class 
�F�D�S�D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V�����D�Q�G���H�Q�G�X�U�L�Q�J���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S�V���L���5�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�L�Q�J��
the importance of our international law enforcement 
collaboration, the FBI stands ready to partner with 
ASEANAPOL members to stop the destructive 
cybercrime attacks impacting Southeast Asia.ii

�7�K�H���)�%�,���K�D�V���������/�H�J�D�O���$�W�W�D�F�K�p���R�I�¿�F�H�V�²�D�O�V�R���F�R�P�P�R�Q�O�\��
�N�Q�R�Z�Q���D�V���/�H�J�D�W�V�²�D�Q�G���������V�P�D�O�O�H�U���V�X�E���R�I�¿�F�H�V���L�Q���N�H�\��
cities around the globe, providing coverage for more 
than 180 countries, territories, and islands. Six of 
�W�K�H�V�H�� �/�H�J�D�W�� �R�I�¿�F�H�V�� �D�U�H�� �O�R�F�D�W�H�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H���$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/��
countries of Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Philippines, Singapore, and Thailand. These Legat 
�R�I�¿�F�H�V�� �F�R�X�O�G�� �E�H�� �F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O�� �U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V�� �I�R�U���$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/��
partners seeking to investigate cyber crimes.

When FBI Director Christopher Wray visited Malaysia 
during December 2023, cybersecurity was a key 
engagement theme and he spoke at length about the 
need for international cooperation to address
cyber threats.

According to Director Wray, “the most important 
element to successfully addressing cybercrime is 
partnerships and sharing information. This means 
collaborating with foreign law enforcement, foreign 
intelligence services, private sector partners, and 
other entities – without worrying about who’s going 
to get the credit.

�7�K�H���R�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H���L�V���W�R���¿�J�X�U�H���R�X�W���K�R�Z���Z�H���F�D�Q���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\��
stop or degrade the adversary, and then share 
information with whoever is best suited to put it to 
use. We’re all working together to warn the business 
community and the public.”

�(�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�L�Q�J�� �O�D�Z�� �H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W�� �S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S�V�� �L�Q��
countering cyber threats, he said, “to us, cyber is the 
ultimate team sport.”iii

One key area to build cooperation is in combatting 
ransomware. Southeast Asia has not been spared 

from the global ransomware problem and all 
ASEANAPOL partners likely have many ransomware
investigations. The need for law enforcement to 
proactively cooperate on taking down ransomware 
has never been more urgent. While the true global 
costs of ransomware are hard to know, blockchain 
�D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V���¿�U�P���&�K�D�L�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V���H�V�W�L�P�D�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���G�X�U�L�Q�J��������������
global ransomware cryptocurrency payments
exceeded a record USD 1 billion.iv

�8�Q�I�R�U�W�X�Q�D�W�H�O�\���� �¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���O�R�V�V�� �L�V�� �R�Q�O�\�� �R�Q�H���N�L�Q�G���R�I�� �F�R�V�W��
that ransomware attacks imposed during 2023. 
The FBI also continued to observe ransomware 
gangs deliberately targeting and locking up critical 
infrastructure networks throughout the world – 
hospitals, water treatment plants, port facilities, 
�P�D�Q�X�I�D�F�W�X�U�L�Q�J�� �V�\�V�W�H�P�V���� �V�F�K�R�R�O�V���� �¿�U�V�W�� �U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�U��
services, law enforcement agencies, and government 
systems are just a few of the examples that 
dominated headlines. During 2023, the FBI’s Internet 
�&�U�L�P�H�� �&�R�P�S�O�D�L�Q�W�� �&�H�Q�W�H�U�� �L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G�� �������� �L�Q�F�L�G�H�Q�W�V��
of ransomware in the United States targeting the 
healthcare and public health sectors – thirteen other 
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critical infrastructure sectors were also targeted.v 
The impaired functionality of these kinds of networks 
�F�D�Q�� �E�H�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�� �H�Q�R�X�J�K�� �W�R�� �L�P�S�D�F�W�� �W�K�H�� �J�O�R�E�D�O��
economy, but at a minimum, denied access to some 
of these emergency services can have life or death 
consequences for the public.

Fortunately, the news is not all bad; 2023 also saw law 
enforcement agencies cooperate on transnational 
ransomware investigations resulting in arrested 
criminals, recovered stolen money, and unlocked 
victim networks. The FBI continued to build experience 
in leading international ransomware disruptions that 
our ASEANAPOL partners can leverage to assist 
their ongoing ransomware investigations.

International Ransomware Disruption Examples 
During 2023 and 2024

LockBit

From at least January 2021 – February 2024, the 
LockBit ransomware group targeted over 2,000 
victims, received over USD 120 million in ransom 
payments, and made ransom demands totaling 
hundreds of millions of dollars. The FBI and other 
international law enforcement partners, disrupted 
�/�R�F�N�%�L�W�¶�V�� �R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �E�\�� �V�H�L�]�L�Q�J�� �Q�X�P�H�U�R�X�V�� �S�X�E�O�L�F����
facing websites used by LockBit to connect to the 
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�V�� �L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�� �D�Q�G�� �V�H�L�]�L�Q�J�� �F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�� �R�I��
servers used by LockBit administrators, thereby 
disrupting the ability of LockBit actors to attack and 
encrypt networks and extort victims by threatening to 
publish stolen data.vi

Additionally, the law enforcement cooperation 
resulted in development of decryption capabilities 

that potentially enabled hundreds of victims around 
the world to restore systems encrypted by LockBit.
Victims targeted by this malware were encouraged 
�W�R�� �F�R�Q�W�D�F�W�� �W�K�H�� �)�%�,�� �D�W�� �K�W�W�S�V�������O�R�F�N�E�L�W�Y�L�F�W�L�P�V���L�F�����J�R�Y����
to enable law enforcement to determine whether 
affected systems could be decrypted.vii

Hive

From June 2021 – January 2023, the Hive ransomware 
group targeted more than 1,500 victims in over 80 
countries around the world and received over USD 
100 million in ransomware payments. Since late July 
2022, the FBI penetrated Hive’s computer networks, 
captured its decryption keys, and offered them to 300 
victims worldwide, preventing them from having to pay 
USD 130 million in ransom demanded. In addition, 
the FBI distributed over 1,000 additional decryption 
keys to previous Hive victims. Finally, in coordination 
with German and Dutch partners, law enforcement 
�V�H�L�]�H�G���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O���R�I���W�K�H���V�H�U�Y�H�U�V���D�Q�G���Z�H�E�V�L�W�H�V���W�K�D�W���+�L�Y�H��
used to communicate with its members, disrupting 
Hive’s ability to attack and extort victims.vii 

According to a statement by Director Wray, “our focus 
on obtaining useful technical indicators led us to 
Hive’s decryption keys—which we turned around and 
provided to those in need. We’ve shared keys with 
many victims overseas through our foreign-based 
�/�H�J�D�W���R�I�¿�F�H�V�����O�L�N�H���Z�K�H�Q���Z�H���J�D�Y�H���D���I�R�U�H�L�J�Q���K�R�V�S�L�W�D�O���D
decryptor they used to get their systems back up 
before negotiations even began, possibly saving 
lives.”ix

Building A Law Enforcement Cybersecurity 
Coalition to Protect Southeast Asia

Each of the above examples highlighted the 
interdependent nature of these transnational 
disruptions and we want to bring this engagement 
mentality to the FBI’s ASEANAPOL partners. These 
takedowns exhibited many avenues for investigative 
collaboration, to especially include coordinated 
disruption of infrastructure, cryptocurrency 
�V�H�L�]�X�U�H�V���� �D�Q�G�� �F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�O�� �D�U�U�H�V�W�V���� �,�I�� �\�R�X�U�� �F�\�E�H�U�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V��
are conducting their ransomware investigations 
independently, chances are they are missing out on 
invaluable resources.

There are several recent examples of excellent 
investigative collaboration between the FBI and 
ASEANAPOL partners. During November 2023, the 
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FBI cooperated with the Royal Malaysia Police and 
the Australian Federal Police, resulting in the arrest 
of individuals belonging to a criminal syndicate that 
developed and sold phishing templates on an online 
criminal marketplace known as ‘BulletProftLink’. The 
syndicate had defrauded hundreds of thousands of 
dollars from people around the world.xi

Also, during March 2023, the Royal Thai Police 
arrested 21 members of an international gang that 
�V�F�D�P�P�H�G���R�O�G�H�U���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�V���R�X�W���R�I���8�6�'���������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���E�\��
�F�O�D�L�P�L�Q�J���W�R���E�H���O�D�Z���H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I�¿�F�L�D�O�V���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�L�Q�J��
money laundering. The investigation was led by 
Thailand’s Cyber Crime Investigation Bureau and 
sparked by information from the FBI and the U.S. 
Secret Service.xii

Finally, during May 2024, the FBI led an international 
operation involving law enforcement agencies in 
Thailand, Singapore, and Germany to disrupt a botnet 
used to commit cyber attacks, large-scale fraud, child 
exploitation, harassment, bomb threats, and export 
violations. According to Director Wray,

“Working with our international partners, the FBI 
conducted a joint, sequenced cyber operation to 
dismantle the 911 S5 Botnet—likely the world’s 
largest botnet ever.”xiii

Stopping these powerful cyber criminal groups is a 
leading global security priority and the threshold for 
transnational investigative collaboration should be 
�O�R�Z���� �2�X�U�� �/�H�J�D�W�� �R�I�¿�F�H�V�� �Z�L�O�O�� �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�� �W�R�� �S�D�V�V�� �F�\�E�H�U��
investigative leads as they arise and proactively 
share threat information with our ASEANAPOL 
partners - we look forward to receiving the same 
kinds of information from you.

With that proactive mindset, the FBI and ASEANAPOL 
law enforcement agencies will collectively bring real 
consequences to the cyber adversaries targeting our 
�F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���D�Q�G���G�L�J�L�W�D�O���L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H��

i FBI.Gov Article| 16 September 2020 | FBI Strategy Addresses 
Evolving Cyber Threat |
https://www.fbi.gov/news/stories/wray-announces-fbi-cyber-
strategy-at-cisa-summit-091620 | Accessed on 16 May 2024
ii Image source: https://www.fbi.gov/investigate/cyber
iii Media Report | New Strait Times | Sharanjit Singh; Arman 
�$�K�P�D�G�� �_�� ������ �'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U�� ���������� �_�� �)�%�,�� �0�L�V�V�L�R�Q�� �W�R�� �0�¶�V�L�D�� �L�Q�� �:�D�N�H��
of Mounting Cyberattacks | https://www.nst.com.my/news/
nation/2023/12/993914/fbi-mission-msia-wake- mounting-
cyberattacks | Accessed on 16 May 2024
iv Chainalysis | February 2024 | The 2024 Crypto Crime Report
v FBI Internet Crime Complaint Center | 2023 | 2023 Internet 
Crime Report
vi Image source: https://www.fbi.gov/how-we-can-help-you/
scams-and-safety/common-scams-and- crimes/ransomware
vii FBI | Press Release | 20 February 2024 | U.S. and U.K. 
�'�L�V�U�X�S�W�� �/�R�F�N�%�L�W�� �5�D�Q�V�R�P�Z�D�U�H�� �9�D�U�L�D�Q�W�� �_�� �2�I�¿�F�H�� �R�I�� �3�X�E�O�L�F�� �$�I�I�D�L�U�V��
| U.S. and U.K. Disrupt LockBit Ransomware Variant | https://
www.justice.gov/opa/pr/us-and-uk-disrupt- lockbit-ransomware-
variant | Accessed on 14 May 2024
viii DOJ | Press Release | 26 January 2023 | U.S. Department of 
Justice Disrupts Hive Ransomware Variant | https://www.justice.
gov/opa/pr/us-department-justice-disrupts-hive-ransomware-
variant | Accessed on 14 May 2024
ix FBI | Press Release | 26 January 2023 | Director Christopher 
�:�U�D�\�¶�V���5�H�P�D�U�N�V���D�W���3�U�H�V�V���&�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���$�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�L�Q�J���W�K�H���'�L�V�U�X�S�W�L�R�Q��
of the Hive Ransomware Group | https://www.fbi.gov/news/
speeches/director-christopher-wrays- remarks-at-press-
conference-announcing-the-disruption-of-the-hive-ransomware-
group | Accessed on 14 May 2024
x Image sourcing: https://www.fbi.gov/contact-us/international-
�R�I�¿�F�H�V
xi Media Report | New Strait Times | Mohamed Basyir | 8 
November 2023 | IGP: Police Arrest Eight People in International 
Syndicate which Developed Phishing Templates to Dupe Victims 
|
https://www.nst.com.my/news/crime-courts/2023/11/976212/
igp-police-arrest-eight-people-international- syndicate-which| 
Accessed on 16 May 2024
xii Media Report | Associated Press | 8 March 2023 | Thai police 
bust call scammers who preyed on older
Americans | https://apnews.com/article/thailand-call-scams-
elderly-43551b479836fc2448cc6a975f876a83 | Accessed on 21 
May 2024

xiii DOJ | Press Release | 29 May 2024 | 911 S5 Botnet 
Dismantled and Its Administrator Arrested in Coordinated 
International Operation | https://www. justice.gov/opa/pr/911-s5-
botnet-dismantled-and-its-administrator- arrested-coordinated-
international-operation | 31 May 2024

91 



92

BY RAJAT MAHESHWARI ,
 
Vice-President, Security
Solutions, 
Chairman, Global Anti Scam
Alliance (Singapore)
rajat.MaheshwarI@mastercar
d.com

HARNESSING
TECHNOLOGY, PEOPLE,
AND PROCESSES TO
COMBAT CYBERCRIME

�%�\���0�D�V�W�H�U�F�D�U�G �¥�£�¥�§

Cybercrime has grown to become the third
largest economy in the world, following the U.S.
and China. It is projected to cost the world over
US$10 trillion by 2025, and the World
Economic Forum identified ‘cyber insecurity’ as
one of the top global risks in its Global Risks
Report 2023.

Beyond its financial impact, cybercrime
fundamentally erodes trust in institutions and
systems that have been instrumental in
building a digital ecosystem and brought
prosperity and better living standards for many.

For these reasons, Mastercard, a company
renowned for enabling commerce via trusted
transactions worldwide for decades, has
decided to step forward in the fight against
cybercrime. We are doing so through three
main thrusts: Technology, People & Process.

. 
This was the first global intervention
deploying AI at scale to make decisions
within milliseconds, detecting frauds real-
time and stopping such scams before
money leaves the victims’ accounts. It has
generated considerable interest from
various law enforcement agencies and
banks to learn how it could work in their
country.

EMPOWERING PEOPLE
 
As the adage goes, we are only as strong as
our weakest link. Therefore, it is imperative
that anti-scam education reaches the
masses, especially the most vulnerable. It is
heartening to see this effort being led by law
enforcement agencies and companies
worldwide. 

To assist in this endeavor, Mastercard
supports global NGOs such as the Global
Cyber Alliance and Cyber Peace Institute in
developing free online learning materials
and toolkits to ensure adequate training and
resources are available and accessible.

For example, earlier this year Mastercard
launched a Cybersecurity Center of
Excellence in Indonesia in partnership with
Indosat. This initiative will provide
educational materials to a significant
number of individuals and small businesses,
enhancing their cyber hygiene.

According to the World Economic
Forum, there was a 72% increase in data
breachers globally in 2023 and a key gap
to address to stem this is the shortage of
cybersecurity talent which globally
numbers around 4 million talents. To
build a cyber talent pipeline, Mastercard
has collaborated with a premium
university in Singapore to launch a
flexible Masters’ program in Cyber Threat
Intelligence, a growing field with acute
shortage of talent. 

HARNESSING TECHNOLOGY 

As the digital economy expands and with
innovation in payment solutions, consumers
today have several options to make digital
transactions seamlessly. This has however,
increased complexities and the attack surface
that fraudsters can target for their operations.
At Mastercard, we are deploying new
technologies like AI to develop solutions that
ensure that convenience does not come at the
expense of security. 

Fraudsters are moving towards authorized
payment scams as their preferred attack
method. Social engineering and deepfakes are
being used to dupe consumers into sending
money to them. Tackling this issue is
challenging because consumers literally
approve the fraudulent transactions.

To fight this, we collaborated with the largest
banks in the UK on a network-level solution
that could predict and prevent fraudulent real-
time payment scams. Called Consumer Fraud
Risk, this AI-based solution proved invaluable
in fighting scams and protecting consumers.
Banks witnessed a significant increase in the
number of scams that were stopped on their
tracks, amounting to a saving of over
US$100million in just one year
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. 
Through these efforts, we are ensuring
that broad-base training as well as
capacity building in specific critical areas
are enabled. 

OPTIMIZING PROCESSES
 
It has become clear that fraudsters often
work in teams, sometimes as well-
organized and well-resourced
organizations operating across borders.
To defeat this sophisticated network, we
need to develop one ourselves bringing
together stakeholders across the scam
chain, from law enforcement to banks,
technology companies and telcos. 

Recognizing this, Mastercard has
supported the establishment of the first
overseas chapter of the Global NGO,
Global Anti Scam Alliance (GASA).
Started in Singapore, it aims to root a
network of public-private stakeholders in
ASEAN, and includes major banks, global
tech companies (Amazon, Google, Meta
and TikTok), universities, large local
companies and partnerships with law
enforcement and government agencies.
The inaugural Asia Summit of GASA from
21-22 October in Singapore, will serve as
a platform for best practices and insights
sharing by various stakeholders in their
fight against bad actors. 

At Mastercard, we are committed to
forging more such partnerships that can
help us, as an ecosystem fight the scourge
of scams and cybercrime.
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INTRODUCTION

The inception of ASEANAPOL dates back to 21-
23 October 1981 in Manila, the Philippines, with the 
inaugural ASEANAPOL Conference convening Chiefs 
�R�I�� �3�R�O�L�F�H�� �I�U�R�P�� �¿�Y�H�� �P�H�P�E�H�U�� �F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���� �0�D�O�D�\�V�L�D����
Indonesia, Philippines, Thailand, and Singapore. 
Subsequently, the ASEANAPOL Conference became 
an annual event, reaching a milestone with the 20th 
conference hosted by Myanmar in 2000, attended 
by all ten ASEAN member countries. During the 25th 
ASEANAPOL Conference in Bali, Indonesia, in 2005, 
�D�� �Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J�� �J�U�R�X�S�� �Z�D�V�� �H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G�� �W�R�� �I�R�U�P�D�O�L�]�H�� �W�K�H��
creation of the permanent ASEANAPOL Secretariat. 
Until 2009, the host countries of the conference served 
as the ad-hoc secretariat.

On 1 January 2010, the Royal Malaysian Police 
���5�0�3�����L�Q���.�X�D�O�D���/�X�P�S�X�U���R�I�¿�F�L�D�O�O�\���E�H�F�D�P�H���W�K�H���K�R�P�H���R�I��
the permanent ASEANAPOL Secretariat.

The objectives of ASEANAPOL encompass ensuring 
the effective implementation of resolutions from 
its conferences, acting as a coordination and 
communication mechanism for member countries, 

fostering mutual assistance and cooperation, 
and enhancing regional collaboration against 
transnational crime.

ASEANAPOL functions by preparing and 
implementing work plans aligned with 
resolutions from annual Joint Communiqués, 
facilitating and coordinating cross-border 
�L�Q�W�H�O�O�L�J�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���V�K�D�U�L�Q�J�����R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�L�Q�J��
joint operations, managing the ASEANAPOL 
database, conducting training and capacity 
�E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���� �D�Q�G�� �D�G�Y�D�Q�F�L�Q�J�� �V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�¿�F�� �L�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�L�Y�H��
tools and forensic science in support of law 
enforcement efforts across the ten ASEAN 
countries.

INTERNATIONAL INITIATIVES ON 
COMBATING TRANSNATIONAL CRIMES

Recently, transnational crime has emerged 
�D�V�� �D�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�� �J�O�R�E�D�O�� �F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�� �D�I�I�H�F�W�L�Q�J��
both security and prosperity on a widespread 
scale. An instrumental multilateral framework 
in addressing transnational crimes, particularly 
�W�K�R�V�H���R�U�F�K�H�V�W�U�D�W�H�G���E�\���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G���F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�O���J�U�R�X�S�V��
operating across borders, is the United Nations 
�&�R�Q�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���R�Q���7�U�D�Q�V�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���2�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G���&�U�L�P�H��
(UNTOC). This convention serves as a crucial 
reference for countries seeking guidance in 
their efforts to combat transnational crimes.
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According to the United Nations, 
�W�U�D�Q�V�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �F�U�L�P�H�� �L�V�� �F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�L�]�H�G��
as offenses that, in their initiation, 
prevention, and direct or indirect 
consequences, involve more than 
one country. Put differently, transnational crimes, as 
�S�H�U�� �W�K�H�� �8�1�
�V�� �G�H�¿�Q�L�W�L�R�Q���� �H�Q�F�R�P�S�D�V�V�� �D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V�� �Z�L�W�K��
�L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �G�L�P�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�V���� �U�H�À�H�F�W�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �L�Q�W�H�U�F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�H�G��
nature of criminal operations across borders. The 
characteristics of transnational crime, as outlined by the 
�8�Q�L�W�H�G���1�D�W�L�R�Q�V���2�I�¿�F�H���R�Q���'�U�X�J�V���D�Q�G���&�U�L�P�H�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�H��

1. �2�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G���*�U�R�X�S���,�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�����7�U�D�Q�V�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���F�U�L�P�H�V��
are typically regulated by specially formed groups of 
people collaborating for unlawful activities.

2. �7�L�P�H���6�S�H�F�L�¿�F�� �2�F�F�X�U�U�H�Q�F�H���� �7�K�H�V�H�� �F�U�L�P�H�V�� �R�I�W�H�Q��
�R�F�F�X�U�� �D�W�� �V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�� �S�H�U�L�R�G�V���� �U�H�À�H�F�W�L�Q�J�� �D�� �V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F�� �D�Q�G��
planned approach by the involved parties.

3. Severity of Punishment: The seriousness of 
transnational crimes is evident in the severe legal 
consequences they attract, such as imprisonment 
for extended periods, life imprisonment, or even the 
death penalty.

4. Financial and Material Motivation: The primary 
motivation behind these crimes is the direct or 
�L�Q�G�L�U�H�F�W�� �S�X�U�V�X�L�W�� �R�I�� �¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O�� �D�Q�G�� �P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�� �E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V����
�X�Q�G�H�U�V�F�R�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�U�R�¿�W���G�U�L�Y�H�Q���Q�D�W�X�U�H���R�I���W�U�D�Q�V�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
criminal activities.

Three main factors facilitate the emergence of 
transnational crime are :

�������*�O�R�E�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���H�F�R�Q�R�P�\����
2. The increase of rates of immigrant heterogeneity; 
3. The rapid development of communication technology.  

These factors elucidate the connection between 
�H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���J�O�R�E�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�H���G�L�V�S�D�U�L�W�L�H�V���L�Q���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F��
conditions among countries, which, in turn, prompt 
population migration. However, a critical issue arises 
when communities engage in out-migration that 
circumvents existing legal frameworks. This situation 
�J�L�Y�H�V���U�L�V�H���W�R���F�U�L�P�H�V���V�X�F�K���D�V���K�X�P�D�Q���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���W�K�H��
illicit trade of goods and services.

The transformation of this issue into transnational 
�F�U�L�P�H���R�F�F�X�U�V���Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H���V�X�S�S�O�L�H�U�V���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�W�H���I�U�R�P���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F��
countries, and the consumers belong to different 
countries. This phenomenon is further exacerbated by 
the evolving nature of international actors driven by 
�¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���J�D�L�Q���D�Q�G���S�R�Z�H�U���G�\�Q�D�P�L�F�V��

Transnational crime, inherently linked to national 
borders, underscores the importance of these 
boundaries in discussions surrounding criminal 
activities. As transnational crime proliferates, the 
state's capacity to control such activities diminishes. 
Furthermore, this type of crime can potentially incite 
�F�R�Q�À�L�F�W�� �Z�L�W�K�L�Q�� �U�H�J�L�R�Q�V���� �0�D�Q�\�� �F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V�� �O�D�F�N�� �W�K�H��
�¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���D�Q�G���K�X�P�D�Q���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V���Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�\�� �I�R�U���U�R�E�X�V�W��
defense mechanisms, compounded by issues like low 
wages and corruption.

Given these challenges, regional cooperation 
becomes imperative to address the escalating issue 
of transnational crime effectively. Collaborative 
initiatives, including the establishment of border 
patrols and joint operations, are vital to mitigate the 
impact of transnational crime and overcome the 
limitations posed by individual countries' capacities.

�6�R�X�W�K�H�D�V�W���$�V�L�D���K�D�V���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�G���W�K�H���S�U�H�V�V�L�Q�J���Q�D�W�X�U�H���R�I��
transnational crime, which has been spiraling out of 
control. This recognition is evident in the establishment 
of the ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Transnational 
Crime (AMMTC) program, a crucial component of the 
pillars of the ASEAN Security Community. The onset 
of transnational crime in Southeast Asia dates back 
to the 1990s, coinciding with the end of the Cold War 
�D�Q�G���W�K�H���H�U�D���R�I���J�O�R�E�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q��

The proliferation of transnational crimes orchestrated 
�E�\�� �J�U�R�X�S�V�� �R�U�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �L�Q�� �6�R�X�W�K�H�D�V�W�� �$�V�L�D�� �L�V��
facilitated by the vulnerabilities of government 
institutions in various countries, the relaxation of 
national boundaries, and the rise of ethnic and 
�U�D�F�L�D�O�� �F�R�Q�À�L�F�W�V�� �Z�L�W�K�L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �U�H�J�L�R�Q���� �7�K�L�V�� �V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q�� �Z�D�V��
�H�[�D�F�H�U�E�D�W�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�� �H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F�� �F�U�L�V�L�V�� �W�K�D�W��
�V�W�U�X�F�N���6�R�X�W�K�H�D�V�W���$�V�L�D���L�Q������������

The ASEAN response to transnational crime began 
�L�Q�� ���������� �Z�K�H�Q�� �W�K�H�� �$�6�(�$�1�� �G�H�O�H�J�D�W�L�R�Q�� �F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�H�G�� �L�Q��
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Manila, the Philippines, leading to the establishment 
of the ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Transnational 
Crime (AMMTC) to be held every two years. The 
AMMTC serves as a forum for ASEAN countries 
to make key decisions on transnational crimes, 
basing its decisions on the principles outlined in the 
ASEAN declaration on the prevention and control of 
transnational crime.

These consist of various steps: 

1. Caring for and focusing on the effects generated 
by transnational crimes;

2. �5�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Q�H�H�G���V�R���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���V�W�H�S�V���W�D�N�H�Q���D�U�H��
more effective than the other; 

3. Recalling the Naples Political Declaration and the 
1994 Global Plan of Action to strengthen national 
solidarity; 

4. Recalling other international conferences on 
transnational crime;

5. Recording every decision taken in ASEAN 
Ministerial Meeting on Transnational Crime 

6. Working hard to produce effective decisions; 
������Adjusting decisions taken from multilateral 

cooperation; 
8. �$�I�¿�U�P�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �D�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���$�6�(�$�1�� �K�H�D�G�V��

of state; 
9. Ensuring the continuation of the state framework 

in transnational crime.

ASEANAPOL DECISIONS ON COMBATING 
TRANSNATIONAL CRIME

ASEAN Chiefs of National Police (ASEANAPOL) 
plays a pivotal role in addressing the preventive, 
enforcement, and operational dimensions of 
cooperation against transnational crime. Serving as 
the focal point for police strategic collaboration in 
Southeast Asia, ASEANAPOL has actively engaged 
in the exchange of knowledge and expertise related 
to policing, law enforcement, criminal justice, 
and transnational and international crimes. The 
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �L�V�� �D�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\�� �L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G�� �L�Q�� �D�G�G�U�H�V�V�L�Q�J�� �D��
spectrum of criminal activities, including terrorism, 
�G�U�X�J�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���� �D�U�P�V�� �V�P�X�J�J�O�L�Q�J���� �K�X�P�D�Q�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J����
�F�\�E�H�U�F�U�L�P�H�V���� �F�R�X�Q�W�H�U�I�H�L�W�L�Q�J���� �H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F�� �D�Q�G�� �¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O��
crimes, credit card fraud, as well as extradition and 
arrangements for the handover of criminal offenders 
and fugitives. ASEANAPOL has proactively undertaken 
initiatives to counter evolving forms of transnational 
crime, such as fraudulent travel documents, online 
scams, child sex abuse, and crimes related to public 
health and pharmaceuticals.

As an integral part of ASEAN countries, ASEANAPOL 
has been fostering cooperation to combat 
transnational crime for over three decades. Initially 
�I�R�F�X�V�H�G�� �R�Q�� ������ �F�R�U�H�� �D�U�H�D�V���� �W�K�H�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �K�D�V��

�F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�H�Q�W�O�\�� �L�Q�W�H�Q�V�L�¿�H�G�� �L�W�V�� �H�I�I�R�U�W�V�� �W�R�� �F�R�P�E�D�W�� �W�K�H�V�H��
�F�U�L�P�H�V�����U�H�À�H�F�W�L�Q�J���L�W�V���F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W���W�R���H�Q�V�X�U�L�Q�J���U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O��
security and stability.
1. Terrorism
2. Fraudulent Travel Document
3. �7�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���L�Q���S�H�U�V�R�Q
4. Cyber crime
5. Wildlife crime
6. Commercial crime
������ �'�U�X�J���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J
8. Arms smuggling
9. Transnational fraud
10. Maritime fraud

During the 41st ASEANAPOL Conference, themed 
"Enhanced Partnership in Strengthening for Peace, 
Security, and Stability," held in Vientiane, Lao PDR 
�I�U�R�P�� �������������� �������������$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/�� �0�H�P�E�H�U�� �&�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V����
along with the Dialogue Partners and Observers, 
collectively acknowledge the following:

• Acknowledging the progress achieved thus far 
since the inauguration of ASEANAPOL in 1981, 
it was noted that police cooperation amongst 
its Member Countries has been considerably 
enhanced on the basis of professionalism, esprit 
de corps and solidarity;

• Recognising the achievement of ASEANAPOL’s 
desired goals and objectives continue to require 
increased coordination, cooperation and the 
consolidation of an overall strategic framework 
and action plans against the transnational crime 
�I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�P�P�R�Q�� �E�H�Q�H�¿�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H��
region;

• Reiterating the need to accelerate joint efforts 
to expunge all form of threats and challenges 
especially in preventing and combating against 
all forms of transnational crime in today’s security 
climate;

• �$�I�¿�U�P�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W�� �R�I��
concerted efforts amongst ASEANAPOL Member 
Countries to continue strengthening the security 
cooperation in facing the challenges in the quest 
for peace, security, safety and stability in the South 
East Asian region; 

• Considering the recommendations submitted 
by the 11th Executive Committee and the Ad-
hoc Commissions after having carefully studied 
country papers on crime trends prevailing in the 
respective countries, particularly on the growing 
�V�R�S�K�L�V�W�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �F�U�L�P�H�� �D�Q�G�� �F�R�Q�F�R�P�L�W�D�Q�W�� �G�L�I�¿�F�X�O�W�\��
of resolving it; and 

• Realising that if the aforesaid crimes are not 
timely checked, could, individually or collectively, 
undermine the very foundation of our society; 
retard socio-economic development; and subject 
�W�K�H�� �O�D�Z���D�E�L�G�L�Q�J�� �F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H���$�6�(�$�1�� �&�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V��
to suffering and violence.
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As transnational crime continues to expand in scope 
�D�Q�G���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�����$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/���H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�V���W�K�H���X�U�J�H�Q�W��
need for comprehensive and coordinated approaches 
to combat such crime at the regional level. The strategic 
plan underscores the importance of closer cooperation 
and coordination among ASEANAPOL Member 
Countries (AMCs), ASEANAPOL Dialogue Partners, 
Observers, and other likeminded entities, including 
Freeland, USAID Wildlife Asia, United Nations Counter-
Terrorism Committee Executive Directorate (UNCTED), 
and others.

During the 41st ASEANAPOL Conference held in October 
2023 in Lao PDR, the participants resolved to take 
decisive measures against transnational crimes. These 
�L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���� �E�X�W�� �D�U�H�� �Q�R�W�� �O�L�P�L�W�H�G�� �W�R���� �,�O�O�L�F�L�W�� �'�U�X�J�� �7�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J����
�7�H�U�U�R�U�L�V�P���� �$�U�P�V�� �6�P�X�J�J�O�L�Q�J���� �7�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�� �3�H�U�V�R�Q�V����
Wildlife Crime, Maritime Fraud, Commercial Crime, 
Bank Offenses and Credit Card Fraud, Cybercrime, 
Fraudulent Travel Documents, and Transnational Fraud. 
This comprehensive approach sets forth a broad vision 
for ASEANAPOL in the upcoming year.

During the conference, Heads of delegations at 
ASEANAPOL reiterated their call for the strengthening 
and promotion of regional linkages among ASEANAPOL 
institutional mechanisms. This concerted effort 
encompasses a focused approach to combat the ten 
core crime areas and a heightened commitment to 
both individual and collective endeavors aimed at 
addressing the challenges presented by transnational 
crime in the region. The conference serves as a crucial 
opportunity for representatives from ASEANAPOL 
Member Countries, negotiating dialogue partners, and 
observers, encompassing regional and international 
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����W�R���F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�Y�H�O�\���Z�R�U�N���W�R�Z�D�U�G�V���S�U�H�Y�H�Q�W�L�Q�J��
and combating transnational crime. This collective 
effort actively contributes to ensuring peace and order 
in society, aligning with the imperative of combating 
transnational crime. Consequently, the ASEANAPOL 
functions as a platform for cooperation in the realm of 
police expertise.

ASEANAPOL BODIES COMBATING 
TRANSNATIONAL CRIME

ASEANAPOL is actively engaged, either directly or 
indirectly, in formulating policies and spearheading 
activities to counter transnational crime. Some of the 
initiatives include the ASEAN Police Forensic Science 
Network (APFSN), Mutual Assistance in Criminal 
Matters, and the Electronic ASEANAPOL Database 
System (e-ADS). In addition to these ASEANAPOL 
initiatives:
1.Information Sharing:
ASEANPOL facilitates the sharing of intelligence 
and information among member countries to combat 
various transnational crimes effectively. This includes 
sharing data on criminal activities, modus operandi, and 
suspects.
2.Joint Operations:
Member countries often conduct joint operations to 
�D�G�G�U�H�V�V���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F���W�U�D�Q�V�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���F�U�L�P�H�V�����7�K�L�V���F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�Y�H��
approach enhances the capacity of individual nations to 
tackle cross-border criminal activities.
3.Capacity Building:
ASEANPOL works on enhancing the capabilities of law 
enforcement agencies within the region. This includes 
training programs, workshops, and the exchange of 
�E�H�V�W���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V���W�R���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H���W�K�H���V�N�L�O�O�V���R�I�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G��
in investigating transnational crimes.
4.Legal Frameworks:
ASEANPOL assists member countries in aligning their 
legal frameworks to facilitate more effective cooperation 
in combating transnational crimes. This involves 
�K�D�U�P�R�Q�L�]�L�Q�J���O�D�Z�V���D�Q�G���S�U�R�F�H�G�X�U�H�V���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���W�R���H�[�W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q����
mutual legal assistance, and other relevant areas.
�����6�S�H�F�L�D�O�L�]�H�G���8�Q�L�W�V��
�$�6�(�$�1���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���K�D�Y�H���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���V�S�H�F�L�D�O�L�]�H�G���X�Q�L�W�V���R�U��
�W�D�V�N���I�R�U�F�H�V���G�H�G�L�F�D�W�H�G���W�R���D�G�G�U�H�V�V�L�Q�J���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F���W�U�D�Q�V�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
�F�U�L�P�H�V���� �V�X�F�K�� �D�V�� �K�X�P�D�Q�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���� �F�\�E�H�U�F�U�L�P�H���� �G�U�X�J��
�W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�����D�Q�G���W�H�U�U�R�U�L�V�P�����$�6�(�$�1�3�2�/���K�H�O�S�V���F�R�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�H��
efforts between these units.
6.Collaboration with International Partners:
�$�6�(�$�1�3�2�/���F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�H�V���Z�L�W�K���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V��
and law enforcement agencies outside the region to 
address transnational crimes that extend beyond ASEAN 
borders. This may involve cooperation with INTERPOL, 
the United Nations, and other relevant entities.

�5�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�L�Q�J�� �W�K�D�W�� �Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �D�Q�G�� �U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O�� �H�I�I�R�U�W�V�� �D�O�R�Q�H��
�Z�L�O�O�� �Q�R�W�� �V�X�I�¿�F�H�� �L�Q�� �H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\�� �G�H�D�O�L�Q�J�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�U�D�Q�V�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
crime, the ASEANAPOL has agreed to explore ways 
of developing closer cooperation with the dialogue 
�S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V���� �U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �D�Q�G�� �L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�O�\���L�W���K�D�V���������G�L�D�O�R�J�X�H���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V��
and 12 observers including the INTERPOL, AMERIPOL, 
EUROPOL, GCCPOL in an effort to promote greater 
cooperation, informal consultations between the senior 
�R�I�¿�F�L�D�O�V�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�H�G�� �S�D�U�W�L�H�V�� �K�D�Y�H�� �D�O�V�R�� �E�H�H�Q��
encouraged. 



This emphasis entails active engagement in capacity-
�E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�� �S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V�� �D�Q�G�� �W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H�V�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G��
by ASEANAPOL Dialogue Partners, Observers, 
and like-minded entities working together with the 
ASEANAPOL Secretariat.

In pursuit of strategic cooperation, ASEANAPOL aims 
to establish its own database system, facilitating the 
rapid, reliable, and secure exchange of information 
among member countries. This initiative aims to 
enhance access to the Electronic ASEANAPOL 
Database System (e-ADS) at the ASEANAPOL, 
�F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�
�V���L�Q�Q�R�Y�D�W�L�Y�H���D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K��
in combating transnational crime.

The ASEANAPOL Database System (e-ADS) 
represents a groundbreaking tool against transnational 
crime, envisioned to foster data resource sharing. 
It will play a crucial role in implementing program 
activities outlined in the proposed action plan and 
serve as a comprehensive repository of information on 
the ten core crime areas among member countries. 
Furthermore, the ASEANAPOL Database System 
(e-ADS) is designed to possess research capabilities, 
enabling in-depth analysis of transnational crime 
activities. This analytical capacity aims to recommend 
appropriate regional strategies to combat these 
felonious activities effectively.

The establishment of the Centre is expected to 
further intensify ASEANAPOL's efforts in combating 
transnational crime.          

Current achievements to reach the goals:
1. Development of information sharing, the 

establishment of Electronic-ASEANAPOL 
Database System (E-Ads)

2. Migration of the e-ADS from Singapore Police 
�)�R�U�F�H�� �W�R�� �$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/�� �6�(�&�5�(�7�$�5�,�$�7�� �2�I�¿�F�H�� �,�Q��
Kuala Lumpur

3. �$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/�� �6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�L�D�W�� �L�V�� �D�V�V�L�V�W�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H��
the Annually ASEANAPOL Conference

4. Ensuring the effective implementation of all 
adopted resolutions of ASEANAPOL conference

5. Establishment of Annual Meeting Of ASEANAPOL 
as implementing of ASEANAPOL Conference:

6. Annual ASEANAPOL Contact Person Meeting 
(ACPM), 

������Annual ASEANAPOL Database System Technical 
Committee (ADSTC) meeting, 

8. Annual ASEAN Police Forensic Science Network 
(APFSN) meeting, 

9. Annual ASEANAPOL Training Cooperation 
Meeting (ATCM), 

10. �$�Q�Q�X�D�O���-�R�L�Q�W���$�V�H�D�Q���6�H�Q�L�R�U���3�R�O�L�F�H���2�I�¿�F�H�U�V���&�R�X�U�V�H��
(JASPOC)

11. Enhancement on capacity building with 
ASEANAPOL Member Countries (AMCs), 
ASEANAPOL Dialogue Partners (DPs) and 
ASEANAPOL Observers (OBs)

12. �6�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O�� �F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �H�I�I�R�U�W�V�� �W�R�� �¿�J�K�W�� �D�J�D�L�Q�V�W��
transnational crimes

On law enforcement, the Plan of Action, among others, 
outlined the following:
�����'�H�Y�H�O�R�S���F�D�S�D�F�L�W�\���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���H�I�I�R�U�W�V���I�R�U���$�0�&�V�¶���R�I�¿�F�H�U���V��
focusing on improving law enforcement investigation 
and the use of various law enforcement tools for 
�V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�¿�F�� �L�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �U�H�O�D�W�H�G�� �W�R��
Wildlife Crime. 

2.   The need to strengthen cooperation and 
coordination amongst AMCs      and other relevant 
entities to curb Transnational Crime emerging trends.
3.Enhance massive campaigns amongst AMCs, 
Dialogue Partners, Observers and other entities to 
increase public awareness that will help the authorities 
in enforcing the law.
4.   Strengthen information sharing through the use 
of existing communication channels and cooperation 
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such as the ASEANAPOL Secretariat, the electronic 
ASEANAPOL Database System (e-ADS) and the 
ASEANAPOL Designated Contact Persons.

Conclusions:

ASEANPOL plays a crucial role in promoting 
collaboration among law enforcement agencies in 
the region, particularly in addressing transnational 
crimes. Key areas of ASEANPOL's cooperative 
efforts in identifying and investigating transnational 
�F�U�L�P�H�V�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�� �G�U�X�J�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���� �K�X�P�D�Q�� �W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J����
cybercrime, and terrorism within its member countries. 
It is noteworthy that these criminal activities are 
interconnected, requiring a nuanced understanding to 
develop effective solutions.

Take, for instance, the relationship between terrorism 
�D�Q�G���G�U�X�J���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�����Z�K�H�U�H���W�K�H���S�U�R�F�H�H�G�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���O�D�W�W�H�U��
often fund the former's activities. Similarly, terrorists 
may exploit other illicit activities such as human 
�W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���F�\�E�H�U�F�U�L�P�H���W�R���D�G�Y�D�Q�F�H���W�K�H�L�U���R�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H�V����
�5�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�V�H�� �L�Q�W�U�L�F�D�W�H�� �F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���� �$�6�(�$�1�3�2�/��
�H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�V�� �W�K�H�� �Q�H�H�G�� �I�R�U�� �V�\�Q�H�U�J�L�V�W�L�F�� �D�Q�G�� �V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H��
programs among its member countries to combat these 
multifaceted challenges.

�7�K�H���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F���I�R�F�X�V���R�Q���W�U�D�Q�V�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���F�U�L�P�H�V���X�Q�G�H�U�V�F�R�U�H�V��
ASEANPOL's commitment, with member countries 
advocating against external intervention in their national 
crime issues. This approach acknowledges the differing 
policing capacities among member countries. Despite 
evolving threats, ASEANPOL remains dedicated to 
addressing transnational crimes in the region.
Despite the challenges posed by the pandemic, 
ASEANPOL continues to implement and renew its 
�Z�R�U�N���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���W�R���I�X�O�¿�O�O���W�K�H���$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/���3�O�D�Q���R�I���$�F�W�L�R�Q��
�L�Q�� �&�R�P�E�D�W�L�Q�J�� �7�U�D�Q�V�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �&�U�L�P�H���� �7�K�H�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q��
explores new modalities to enhance cooperation under 
the ASEANAPOL Secretariat and its working groups.

�,�Q�� �D�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�� �P�R�Y�H���� �$�6�(�$�1�3�2�/�� �W�D�N�H�V�� �D��
�F�R�P�S�U�H�K�H�Q�V�L�Y�H�� �D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K�� �W�R�� �Q�H�X�W�U�D�O�L�]�H�� �D�Q�G�� �H�U�D�G�L�F�D�W�H��
the menace of transnational crime. To contribute 
effectively to global efforts against such crimes, 
�$�6�(�$�1�3�2�/�� �U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�V�� �W�K�H�� �L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H�� �R�I�� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W��
and expertise from developed nations, relevant 
�L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� �L�Q�W�H�U�J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O�� �E�R�G�L�H�V����
�D�Q�G���Q�R�Q���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����7�K�L�V���F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�Y�H��
�D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K���U�H�À�H�F�W�V���D���E�R�O�G���V�W�H�S���I�R�U�Z�D�U�G���L�Q���D�G�G�U�H�V�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H��
complex challenges posed by transnational crimes in 
the ASEAN region.

KUALA LUMPUR  31ST OGOS 2024



INP AND PNP JOINT OPERATION: A TESTAMENT TO
ASEANAPOL'S POLICE-TO-POLICE COLLABORATION

On September 4, 2024, a major
breakthrough in ASEANAPOL’s ongoing
fight against transnational crime occurred
with the arrest and deportation of
dismissed Mayor Alice Guo. The joint
operation between the Indonesia National
Police (INP) and the Philippine National
Police (PNP) not only highlights the
importance of regional cooperation but
also demonstrates the effectiveness of
police-to-police partnerships in  tackling
complex criminal networks that operate
across borders.

13TH  EDITION

Alice Guo, a former mayor
who had been dismissed due
to allegations of corruption
and involvement in criminal
activities, became a wanted
figure after evading capture.
Reports from credible sources
detail her controversial rise
and fall in politics, marked by
accusations of financial
mismanagement and links to
organized crime. Her evasion
from Philippine authorities
prompted an extensive
manhunt that eventually
spanned multiple countries.
The operation, led by INP
Chief Police General Listyo
Sigit Prabowo (esteemed
member of ASEANAPOL)
and facilitated by Inspector
General of Police Krisna
Murti, was initiated after
intelligence sharing between
INP and PNP indicated that
Guo had fled to Indonesia in
an attempt to avoid
extradition. This is where
ASEANAPOL’s regional
coordination and the e-ADS
system became critical, as it
enabled real-time
communication and data
sharing across ASEAN
member states. 

On September 5, 2024,
Indonesian authorities officially
handed over Guo to Philippine
officials in a high-profile event
held in Jakarta. The handover
was personally overseen by
PNP Chief General Rommel
Marbil and Interior Secretary
Benjamin Abalos Jr.,
(esteemed member of
ASEANAPOL) symbolizing the
strengthening of cooperation
between the two nations. Guo
was immediately flown to the
Philippines and processed at
the national police
headquarters, Camp Crame,
before being turned over to
the Senate, where an existing
arrest warrant awaited her.

This case exemplifies
ASEANAPOL’s commitment to
upholding justice and regional
security through collaborative
efforts. The swift exchange of
intelligence and operational
coordination between INP and
PNP serves as a model for
future cross-border
operations, reinforcing the
notion that no criminal can
remain beyond the reach of
justice within ASEAN. 

Mayor Guo’s apprehension, facilitated by
ASEANAPOL’s network and cooperation with
other security agencies, underscores how
regional alliances can combat even the most
elusive criminals.

The arrest of Alice Guo has sent a strong
message to individuals involved in
transnational crime across Southeast Asia.
Regional police cooperation is no longer a
distant concept but an operational reality,
with ASEANAPOL leading the charge in
securing the ASEAN region.



Top 30 Women in ASEAN Security 2024: 
Honoring Outstanding National Police Awardees

On September 5, 2024, the virtual Top 30 Women 
in Security ASEAN Region Awards ceremony 
took place, hosted by Mr. Chris Cubbage, 
CPP, CISA, GAICD, who serves as Director & 
Executive Editor of the Security & Technology 
�$�G�Y�L�V�R�U���� �0�U���� �&�X�E�E�D�J�H�� �L�V�� �D�O�V�R�� �U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�G�� �D�V�� �D��
Top 40 Thought Leader in Security & Life Safety 
by the Life Safety Alliance and MySecurity Media 
Pty Ltd. The event celebrates the contributions of 
women in the security sector across the ASEAN 
region, spotlighting their leadership and impact.

Originally launched as part of a global initiative 
by the Women in Security and Resilience 
Alliance (WISECRA), the award has evolved into 
a prominent regional effort open to all ASEAN 
member nations. The initiative connects chapters 
from global security industry associations and 
women’s security networks across countries like 
Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia, the Philippines, 
�7�K�D�L�O�D�Q�G���� �D�Q�G�� �&�D�P�E�R�G�L�D���� �1�R�Z�� �L�Q�� �L�W�V�� �¿�I�W�K�� �\�H�D�U����
�W�K�H���D�Z�D�U�G�V���D�U�H���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G���E�\���0�\�6�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���0�H�G�L�D����
�Z�L�W�K�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W�� �I�U�R�P�� �U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O�� �L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\��
associations. Nominations were received from 
ASEANAPOL Member Countries, with ten 
submissions from the Royal Malaysia Police 
and the Philippine National Police. In addition 
to the virtual event, in-person ceremonies are 
scheduled in Singapore on September 12 and in 
�.�X�D�O�D���/�X�P�S�X�U���R�Q���2�F�W�R�E�H�U������������������

�3�R�O�L�F�H���&�R�O�R�Q�H�O���'�D�Y�L�G���0�D�U�W�L�Q�H�]���9�L�Q�O�X�D�Q�����(�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H��
Director of the ASEANAPOL Secretariat, fully 
supported this initiative as part of his commitment 
to inclusivity of all genders in the pursuit of lasting 
peace and security in the region and beyond. He 
proudly commends the police awardees for their 
achievements and encourages more female 
�R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �$�6�(�$�1�$�3�2�/�� �0�H�P�E�H�U�� �&�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V��
to participate in future competitions, reinforcing 
the idea that diversity strengthens the collective 

efforts for regional stability and security.

Philippine National Police:

a.POLICE COLONEL GEMMA CRUZ-VINLUAN, 
Chief of Community Affairs Division, Directorate 
for Police Community Relations, National 
Headquarters, Philippine National Police

b.POLICE COLONEL MARY GRACE MADAYAG, 
Chief of Police, Mandaluyong Police Station, 
Eastern Police District, National Capital Region, 
Philippine National Police

c.POLICE COLONEL LUCILE FAYCHO, Acting 
�&�K�L�H�I���� �'�L�V�W�U�L�F�W�� �,�Q�W�H�O�O�L�J�H�Q�F�H�� �'�L�Y�L�V�L�R�Q���� �4�X�H�]�R�Q��
City Police District, National Capital Region, 
Philippine National Police

Royal Malaysia Police:

d.LAI LEE CHING, PRINCIPAL ASSISTANT 
DIRECTOR (Strategic Planning), Royal Malaysia 
Police;

e.SITI KAMSIAH HASSAN, PRINCIPAL 
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR of the Sexual, Women, 
and Child Investigation Division, Criminal 
Investigation Division, Royal Malaysia Police;

f.DATO’ SASIKALA DEVI SUBRAMANIAM, 
DEPUTY CHIEF OF POLICE, Selangor 
Contingent, Royal Malaysia Police;

recognized as a Top 40 Thought Leader in Security & Life Safety by the Life

Safety Alliance and MySecurity Media Pty Ltd. The event celebrates the

contributions of women in the security sector across the ASEAN region,

spotlighting their leadership and impact.
 

Originally launched as part of a global initiative by the Women in Security

and Resilience Alliance (WISECRA), the award has evolved into a

prominent regio nal effort open to all ASEAN member nations. The initiative

connects chapters from global security industry associations and women’s

security networks across countries like Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia, the

Philippines, Thailand, and Cambodia. Now in its fifth year, the awards are

organized by MySecurity Media, with significant support from regional

industry associations. Nominations were received from ASE ANAPOL

Member Countries, with ten submissions from the Royal Malaysia Police

and the Philippine National Police. In addition to the virtual event, in-person

ceremonies are scheduled in Singapore on September 12 and in Kuala

Lumpur on October 7, 2024.

Police Colonel David Martinez Vinluan, Executive Director of the ASEANAPOL

Secretariat, fully supported this initiative as part of his commitment to

inclusivity of all genders in the pursuit of lasting peace and security in the

region and beyond. He proudly commends the police awardees for their

achievements and encourages more female officers from ASEANAPOL

Member Countries to participate in future competitions, reinforcing the

idea that diversity strengthens the collective efforts for regional stability

and security. 

30 TOP WOMEN IN ASEAN
SECURITY 2024 :  HONORING
OUTSTANDING  NATIONAL
POLICE AWARDEES 

On September 5, 2024, the virtual Top 30
Women in Security ASEAN Region Awards
ceremony took place, hosted by Mr. Chris
Cubbage, CPP, CISA, GAICD, who serves as
Director & Executive Editor of the Security &
Technology Advisor. Mr. Cubbage is also 
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1. The Situation of High-tech Crime 
in Vietnam

In recent years, the global and 
regional cybersecurity landscape 
has become increasingly complex 
and unpredictable. Amid political 
�D�Q�G�� �P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\�� �F�R�Q�À�L�F�W�V�� �D�Q�G�� �H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F��
recession, science and technology 
have taken center stage in development 
strategies and international relations. 
The advent of new technologies, 
�S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\�� �D�U�W�L�¿�F�L�D�O�� �L�Q�W�H�O�O�L�J�H�Q�F�H�� ���$�,������
has highlighted the immense potential 
of science and technology but also 
�L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H�G�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�� �F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V�� �L�Q��
ensuring security, sovereignty, and 
national interests in cyberspace.

The risks compromising security and 
order in cyberspace are becoming 
more dangerous and intricate. 
Cyberattacks are increasing rapidly in 
both quantity and severity, especially 
in countries with high levels of digital 
�W�U�D�Q�V�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �$�V�L�D���3�D�F�L�¿�F��
region. The global spread of fake 
news and misinformation heightens 
political instability and becomes a 
tool for interfering in national affairs. 
Criminals leverage high technology 
to operate transnationally, employing 
sophisticated methods and tactics.

Vietnam, with its rapid technological 
development and deep integration 
into the global cyberspace, faces 
�V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�� �F�\�E�H�U�V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\�� �L�V�V�X�H�V���� �:�K�L�O�H��
technological advancements and digital 
�W�U�D�Q�V�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�� �K�D�Y�H�� �J�U�H�D�W�O�\�� �E�H�Q�H�¿�W�H�G��
socio-economic development, they 
have also posed challenges in ensuring 
network security and combating high-
tech crimes, which include:

• Increasingly Complex 
Cyberattacks: Cyberattacks in 
Vietnam are becoming more 
sophisticated, severely impacting 
national security and social 
order. Hackers frequently target 
Vietnamese electronic information 
portals, altering interfaces and 
launching ransomware attacks. 
Cyber-espionage activities 
targeting state agencies, key 
�X�Q�L�W�V���� �D�Q�G�� �L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W�� �¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O��
corporations are also notable.

• Spread of Harmful Information: 
The dissemination of false and 
harmful information, contrary 
to Vietnamese traditions and 
�F�X�V�W�R�P�V���� �L�V�� �U�D�P�S�D�Q�W���� �8�Q�Y�H�U�L�¿�H�G��
information spreads quickly 
on social networks, disrupting 
markets and negatively impacting 
businesses, security, and order.

• Cybercrime Violating Social Order: 
Cybercrimes affecting social 
order and safety are widespread. 
Scams involving impersonation of 
law enforcement and fraudulent 
promises of gifts are common. 
�2�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G�� �R�Q�O�L�Q�H�� �J�D�P�E�O�L�Q�J��
operations involve vast sums of 
money, and illegal buying, selling, 
and leaking of personal data 
facilitate cyber fraud.

• Cybercrime in Financial and 
Banking Sectors: Cybercrime in 
�W�K�H�� �¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O�� �D�Q�G�� �E�D�Q�N�L�Q�J�� �V�H�F�W�R�U�V��
is on the rise. Criminals employ 
sophisticated tactics such as 
exploiting promotional programs 
and sending fake banking links 
to steal money. E-commerce 
platforms face issues of smuggling, 
tax evasion, and fraud.

2. Measures Taken by Vietnam

To address these challenges, Vietnam 
has focused on several key areas:

1. Enhancing Legal Framework: 
Vietnam has issued numerous 
legal documents to improve 
cybersecurity management. The 
2018 Law on Cyber Security 
provides a legal basis for protecting 
�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\�� �D�Q�G�� �F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�
��
rights. Decrees issued in 2022 and 
2023 further strengthen the legal 
framework.

2. Improving State Management: 
Vietnam established a National 
Cyber Security and Safety Steering 
Committee and Cyber Safety 
and Security Subcommittees to 
ensure coordinated cybersecurity 
efforts. Legal solutions mandate 
responsibilities for domestic 
and foreign service providers in 
protecting national security.

3. Investing in Human Resources and 
Technology: Vietnam is building a 
�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�L�]�H�G���F�\�E�H�U�V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���I�R�U�F�H���D�Q�G��
training cybersecurity experts and 
engineers. These professionals 
contribute to developing national 
standards and regulations on 
cybersecurity.

4. �5�D�L�V�L�Q�J���$�Z�D�U�H�Q�H�V�V���D�Q�G���0�R�E�L�O�L�]�L�Q�J��
Resources: Vietnam actively 
promotes cybersecurity awareness 
and responsibility among 
�F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���� �&�R�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�P�R�Q�J��
agencies, media, and localities is 
�H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G�� �W�R�� �F�U�H�D�W�H�� �D�� �V�D�I�H�� �D�Q�G��
healthy cyberspace.

3. International Cooperation

�9�L�H�W�Q�D�P�� �U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �F�R�P�E�D�W�L�Q�J��
cybercrime requires global 
cooperation. ASEAN countries have 
�D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�G�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�� �S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V�� �L�Q��
cybersecurity cooperation, fostering 
new opportunities for development 
and stability. Vietnam recommends the 
following:

1. Strengthening Partnerships and 
Building Consensus: ASEAN 
countries should enhance bilateral 
and multilateral cooperation 
to establish a common legal 
framework for cybersecurity.

2. Implementing Agreements and 
Action Plans: ASEAN countries 
�V�K�R�X�O�G�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�� �F�\�E�H�U�V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\��
exercises, share information on 
threats, and cooperate in training 
and resource provision.

3. Leveraging Existing Mechanisms: 
ASEANAPOL, INTERPOL, and 
Cyber Crime Prevention Centers 
should coordinate efforts to ensure 
information security and combat 
cybercrime. Cooperation with 
private sector partners is also 
crucial.

By focusing on these areas, Vietnam 
aims to enhance cybersecurity, prevent 
high-tech crimes, and contribute to 
global cybersecurity efforts.

“HIGH-TECH CRIME: 
CURRENT SITUATION AND SOLUTIONS”

By OIPA Viet Nam
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SIDE BAR
ARTICLE

International Association of Chiefs of Police

(IACP) 

The mission of the International Association of

Chiefs of Police (IACP) is to advance the

policing profession through advocacy,

research, outreach, and education to provide

for safer communities worldwide.

https://www.theiacp.org/

IACP International Managers of Police

Academy and College Training (IMPACT)

Section  

The IACP IMPACT Section Mission is to

encourage and facilitate the coordinated

exchange of ideas, procedures, and specific

information for the professional leadership and

management of education and training within

police agencies. The ultimate goal of IMPACT

is to enhance the quality of law enforcement

and policing at the international level through

education and training.  

ASEANAPOL PARTNERS WITH THE IACP IMPACT
SECTION AND USDOJ ICITAP, AND DELIVERS

OVER 1,000 HOURS OF LEARNING FOR
ASEANAPOL THROUGH INTERNATIONAL

WEBINARS

ASEANAPOL MAGAZINE

�,�Q�Q�R�Y�D�W�L�Y�H���W�R�S�L�F�V���V�X�F�K���D�V���$�U�W�L�¿�F�L�D�O���,�Q�W�H�O�O�L�J�H�Q�F�H�����$�,�������3�H�D�F�H��
�2�I�¿�F�H�U���:�H�O�O�Q�H�V�V�����D�Q�G���:�R�P�H�Q�����3�H�D�F�H�����D�Q�G���6�H�F�X�U�L�W�\�����:�3�6����
have been among ASEANAPOL’s recent international 
learning opportunities. This year, new partnerships have 
expanded the scope of training available to ASEANAPOL 
members, resulting in over 1,000 hours of learning through 
international webinars.
 
Strategic Partnerships with IACP IMPACT Section and 
USDOJ ICITAP

ASEANAPOL’s educational initiatives have been bolstered 
by new collaborations with the International Managers 
of Police Academies and College Training (IMPACT) 
Section  of the International Association of Chiefs of Police 
(IACP), and the United States Department of Justice’s 
International Criminal Investigative Training Assistance 
Program (ICITAP).2  These partnerships, facilitated by 
ASEANAPOL Executive Director David Vinluan, have led 
to a series of webinars and the expansion of the reach of 
a recent ASEANAPOL survey on police use of AI to more 
countries around the world.

Webinar on AI’s International Policing Implications, 
Cybercrimes, and Academia

On April 9, 2024, a landmark webinar drew 500 participants 
from 16 countries, including hundreds of ASEANAPOL 
�S�H�D�F�H�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V���� �7�K�H�� �W�Z�R���K�R�X�U�� �V�H�V�V�L�R�Q�� �I�H�D�W�X�U�H�G�� �H�[�S�H�U�W��

p r e s e n t a t i o n s 
and a dynamic 
�4�	�$���� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G��
by the IACP 
IMPACT Section 
with support 
from USDOJ 
ICITAP. Executive 
Director David 
Vinluan spoke 
on AI and Its 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
P o l i c i n g 
I m p l i c a t i o n s . 
Additionally, a 
c y b e r c r i m e s 
consultant who 
is a former 
Senior Special 
�$�J�H�Q�W�� �R�I�� �%�U�D�]�L�O�¶�V��
Federal Police 
Department presented on Cybercrimes and AI. 
Additionally, a Canadian Assistant Professor from the 
Netherlands provided an Academic Perspective on 
AI.  The webinar also included a Women, Peace, and 
Security (WPS) Committee presentation by the United 
Nations Project Coordinator of the Handbook on Gender-
Responsive Police Services for Women and Girls Subject 
to Violence.3 The event was attended by representatives 

By �0�,�.�(�� �3�$�5�.�(�5�� Chair, IACP IMPACT Section, and USDOJ ICITAP 
Contractor (Amentum). Retired Commander, Los Angeles County Sheriff’s 
Department (LASD), California USA. 

�3�K�R�W�R�������/�����W�R���5�������$�Q�G�U�H�D���6�L�P�L�F�����$�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�W���'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U���I�R�U���$�V�L�D���D�Q�G���3�D�F�L�¿�F�����8�6�'�2�-���,�&�,�7�$�3�����*�U�H�J�R�U�\��
Ducot, Director, USDOJ ICITAP; Armie Claire Belen, Major, Philippine National Police (PNP); 
David Vinluan, Colonel, Philippine National Police (PNP) at the IACP 2022 Conference.
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David Vinluan, Colonel, Philippine National Police (PNP) at the International Association 
of Chiefs of Police (IACP) 2022 Conference.

�I�U�R�P���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�����%�U�D�]�L�O�����%�U�X�Q�H�L����
Cambodia, Canada, Colombia, 
Kenya, Kosovo, Laos, Malaysia, 
Mexico, Norway, the Philippines, 
the United Kingdom, the United 
States, and Vietnam.

Expanding the ASEANAPOL 
AI Survey Internationally

In April 2024, ASEANAPOL 
conducted a survey on AI usage 
among its member countries, 
uncovering that while police are 
aware of the widespread criminal 
use of AI, their own training in AI 
�U�H�P�D�L�Q�V�� �O�L�P�L�W�H�G���� �7�K�H�� �¿�Q�G�L�Q�J�V����
shared with the IACP IMPACT 
Section and USDOJ ICITAP, led 
to the survey questions being 
asked at an international policing 
conference in the United States on 
June 4, 2024. Over 100 participants 
�I�U�R�P�� �D�� �G�R�]�H�Q�� �F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V�� �S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G��
similar responses, further validating the ASEANAPOL 
results and establishing a new model for global 
information sharing. Conference attendees included 
�U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Y�H�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �$�O�E�D�Q�L�D���� �%�R�V�Q�L�D���+�H�U�]�H�J�R�Y�L�Q�D����
Canada, Colombia, Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, 
Indonesia, Jamaica, Kosovo, Mexico, Morocco, 
Nepal, North Macedonia, the Palestinian Territories, 
Panama, Saudi Arabia, Serbia, Sri Lanka, Trinidad 
and Tobago, Tunisia, Ukraine, and the United States.

�:�H�E�L�Q�D�U���R�Q���:�R�P�H�Q�����3�H�D�F�H�����D�Q�G���6�H�F�X�U�L�W�\�����2�I�¿�F�H�U��
Wellness; and IACP International Endeavors

The importance of Women, Peace, and Security, 
�D�O�R�Q�J�V�L�G�H�� �2�I�¿�F�H�U�� �:�H�O�O�Q�H�V�V�� �L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H�V���� �K�D�V�� �J�D�L�Q�H�G��
global recognition among policing agencies. On 
July 24, 2024, a webinar focused on these topics 
was attended by 330 participants from 15 countries. 
�2�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �,�$�&�3�� �,�0�3�$�&�7�� �6�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �Z�L�W�K��
assistance from USDOJ ICITAP, the session featured 
three key presentations: “Advancing Women in 
Policing Globally,” delivered by the co-founder of 
�W�K�H�� �����[������ �,�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H���� �³�2�I�¿�F�H�U�� �:�H�O�O�Q�H�V�V�� �7�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G��
Resources,” presented by the Physical Health 
�:�R�U�N�L�Q�J�� �*�U�R�X�S�� �&�K�D�L�U�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �,�$�&�3�� �2�I�¿�F�H�U�� �6�D�I�H�W�\��
and Wellness Section; and “IACP International 
Endeavors,” presented by the IACP International 
Vice President. The webinar was offered in spoken 
Spanish and multiple languages via automated 
closed captioning. Participants included police 

�U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�� �I�U�R�P�� �$�U�J�H�Q�W�L�Q�D���� �$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D���� �%�U�D�]�L�O����
Canada, Colombia, Kosovo, Malaysia, Mexico, 
Panama, Peru, Philippines, Saudi Arabia, Ukraine, 
United States, and Vietnam.

�:�H�E�L�Q�D�U�����7�K�H���3�R�Z�H�U���R�I���$�U�W�L�¿�F�L�D�O���,�Q�W�H�O�O�L�J�H�Q�F�H�����$�,��������
Insights from ICITAP

�7�K�H�� �O�D�W�H�V�W�� �,�&�,�7�$�3�� �Z�H�E�L�Q�D�U���� �³�7�K�H�� �3�R�Z�H�U�� �R�I�� �$�U�W�L�¿�F�L�D�O��
Intelligence (AI) - Insights from ICITAP,” held on 
August 15, 2024, attracted 695 participants. Hundreds 
of ASEANAPOL members, among participants 
from 16 countries, engaged in an interactive 
session that explored real-world applications of 
AI in criminal justice and training. The webinar 
featured live demonstrations of AI, interactive polls, 
and a dynamic Q&A, allowing attendees to help 
shape the content of future sessions. A total of 965 
�S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�Q�W�V���I�U�R�P���$�O�E�D�Q�L�D�����%�U�D�]�L�O�����&�D�Q�D�G�D�����&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D����
Croatia, Indonesia, Kenya, Kosovo, Malaysia, North 
Macedonia, Panama, the Philippines, Somalia, Sri 
Lanka, Ukraine, and the United States registered 
for the session. The session generated enthusiastic 
�I�H�H�G�E�D�F�N�����Z�L�W�K���P�D�Q�\���¿�Q�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W���I�D�V�F�L�Q�D�W�L�Q�J����
interesting, and scary, with a clear interest in more 
AI webinars and information. The webinar recording 
�L�V���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���D�W�����K�W�W�S�V�������\�R�X�W�X���E�H���,���\�)�H�6�U�I���Z�<��
 
 

103



LOOKING 
AHEAD

ASEANAPOL is committed to continuing to

expand learning opportunities for its members

through these valuable international

partnerships. 

More learning partnership opportunities are

planned and will be coordinated for

ASEANAPOL by ASEANAPOL.

�K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���W�K�H�L�D�F�S���R�U�J���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J��

�J�U�R�X�S���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���P�D�Q�D�J�H�U�V���R�I��

�S�R�O�L�F�H���D�F�D�G�H�P�\���D�Q�G���F�R�O�O�H�J�H���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J��

�L�P�S�D�F�W���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q

1.

�K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���M�X�V�W�L�F�H���J�R�Y���F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�O���F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�O��

�L�F�L�W�D�S

2.

�K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���X�Q�Z�R�P�H�Q���R�U�J���H�Q���G�L�J�L�W�D�O��

�O�L�E�U�D�U�\���S�X�E�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V�������������������K�D�Q�G�E�R�R�N��

�J�H�Q�G�H�U���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�Y�H���S�R�O�L�F�H���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V��

3.

Mike Parker is a USDOJ ICITAP (International Criminal

Investigative Training Assistance Program) Senior Law

Enforcement/ Strategic Communications Advisor and

Contractor (Amentum). He also serves as the elected

Chair of the IMPACT Section of the IACP (International

Managers of Police Academy and College Training

Section of the International Association of Chiefs of

Police). He retired in 2017 as Commander of Personnel

and Training with the Los Angeles County Sheriff's

Department (LASD). His 32 years with the LASD included

creating and implementing the internal and external

communications, news media and social media strateg y

for the second largest policing agency in the Unite d

States. Mike Parker has published over 100 articles on

policing and presented at over 100 conferences to

policing and government o fficials from thousands of

agencies and 60 countries. He received the Community

Preparedness Heroes Award from the Federal Emergency

Management Agency (FEMA) and the Community

Preparedness and Resilience Champions of Change

Award from the White House.

ASEANAPOL MAGAZINE

USDOJ ICITAP
(International Criminal
Investigative Training
Assistance Program)
Senior Law
Enforcement/ Strategic
Communications Advisor
and Contractor
(Amentum).

�D �¯ �¼ �œ
�W �„ �Ü �¼ �œ �Ü

David Vinluan, Colonel, Philippine National Police (PNP); and Mike Parker, Strategic 
Communications Advisor, USDOJ ICITAP Contractor (Amentum) at the IACP 2022 Conference.
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�$�6�3�����7�6�����'�5�����7�+�$�1�,�.�$�6�$�/�$�0���.�8�0�$�5
HEAD OF CRIME PREVENTION AND COMMUNITY SAFETY
DISTRICT POLICE HEADQUATERS, SELANGOR
ROYAL MALAYSIA POLICE

Introduction
Aviation security has evolved primarily in response to 
�S�D�V�W���W�H�U�U�R�U�L�V�W���D�W�W�D�F�N�V�����U�H�V�X�O�W�L�Q�J���L�Q���K�L�J�K�O�\���V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�L�]�H�G��
procedures that, while effective, can become 
predictable. This predictability allows malicious 
actors to exploit vulnerabilities. To mitigate these 
risks, unpredictability in security protocols has been 
introduced as a proactive strategy. This concept 
�L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H�V�� �U�D�Q�G�R�P�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �Y�D�U�L�D�W�L�R�Q�� �L�Q�� �V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\��
controls to increase deterrence, complicate malicious 
planning, and address insider threats. By analysing 
�W�K�H���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�F�H���R�I���X�Q�S�U�H�G�L�F�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���L�Q���D�Y�L�D�W�L�R�Q���V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\����
using Malaysia as an example, this comprehensive 
review highlights its application, challenges, and 
relevance in addressing both external and internal 
threats.

Historical Context and Reactive Security 
Measures
Historically, civil aviation became a prime target 
for terrorism in the 1960s, with numerous hijacking 
�L�Q�F�L�G�H�Q�W�V�� �R�F�F�X�U�U�L�Q�J�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� ���������� �D�Q�G�� ������������
International agreements like the Tokyo, Hague, 
�D�Q�G�� �0�R�Q�W�U�H�D�O�� �&�R�Q�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� ���������V�� �O�D�L�G�� �W�K�H��
foundation for aviation security regulations. Despite 
this, the system remained reactive, with new 
measures introduced only after incidentslike the 
�/�R�F�N�H�U�E�L�H�� �E�R�P�E�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� ���������� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� ���������� �D�W�W�D�F�N�V��
�3�R�V�W�������������� �V�W�U�L�Q�J�H�Q�W�� �V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\�� �P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V�� �V�X�F�K�� �D�V��
reinforced cockpit doors, extensive passenger 
screening, and advanced detection systems became 
standard globally. However, this heightened focus on 
external threats created a predictable system that 
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adversaries could study and circumvent, particularly 
when combined with insider knowledge. A notable 
example is the 2016 bombing of Daallo Airlines Flight 
159, where an insider helped smuggle an explosive 
device onto the plane, underscoring the need for 
proactive, unpredictable security protocols.

Unpredictability as a Proactive Approach
Unpredictability in aviation security refers to 
varying security measures across locations, times, 
and methods. This approach, as outlined by the 
�,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �&�L�Y�L�O�� �$�Y�L�D�W�L�R�Q�� �2�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� ���,�&�$�2������
�D�L�P�V���W�R���H�Q�K�D�Q�F�H���G�H�W�H�U�U�H�Q�F�H���E�\���P�D�N�L�Q�J���L�W���G�L�I�¿�F�X�O�W���I�R�U��
potential attackers to anticipate when, where, and 
how security checks will occur. This strategy not only 
�U�H�G�X�F�H�V�� �S�U�H�G�L�F�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\�� �E�X�W�� �D�O�V�R�� �R�S�W�L�P�L�]�H�V�� �U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H��
�D�O�O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q���� �D�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J�� �I�R�U�� �P�R�U�H�� �H�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�W�� �V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\��
operations without the need for additional personnel. 
In Malaysia, where Kuala Lumpur International 
�$�L�U�S�R�U�W�� ���.�/�,�$���� �S�O�D�\�V�� �D�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�� �U�R�O�H�� �L�Q�� �U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O�� �D�L�U��
�W�U�D�I�¿�F�����X�Q�S�U�H�G�L�F�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���F�U�X�F�L�D�O���L�Q���D�G�G�U�H�V�V�L�Q�J��
both conventional threats and insider vulnurabilities. 
The assasination of Kim Jong-Nam, the half-brother 
of North Korean leader Kim Jong-un, at KLIA in 
�������������H�[�S�R�V�H�G���J�D�S�V���L�Q���W�K�H���V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���V�\�V�W�H�P���W�K�D�W���F�R�X�O�G��
have been mitigated through better unpredictability 
practices.

Application in Malaysian Aviation Security
Malaysia’s aviation security framework adheres to 
ICAO standards, and unpredictability has become an 
�L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�L�Q�J�O�\�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�� �S�D�U�W�� �R�I�� �L�W�V�� �V�W�U�D�W�H�J�\�����$�W�� �.�/�,�$����
various random checks are implemented to target not 
only passengers but also airport staff and vendors. 
For instance, employees with access to secure areas 
are subject to random ID checks, explosive trace 
detection (ETD) tests, and unpredictable patrols by 
security personnel and explosive detection dogs. 
These measures, though sporadic, ensure that 
�V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\�� �S�U�R�W�R�F�R�O�V�� �U�H�P�D�L�Q�� �À�X�L�G���� �S�U�H�Y�H�Q�W�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�\�R�Q�H��
from fully understanding or exploiting the system. 
The presence of unannounced inspections and 
the random assignment of screening lanes for 
passengers serve as overt deterrents, while covert 
methods such as random workplace switches for 
airport staff reduce insider threats.

Unpredictability’s Role in Mitigating Insider 
Threats
Insider threats pose unique challenges to aviation 
security. An insider may possess knowledge about 
the vulnerabilities of security protocols and use that 
information maliciously, as seen in several high-
�S�U�R�¿�O�H�� �D�Y�L�D�W�L�R�Q�� �L�Q�F�L�G�H�Q�W�V���� �7�K�H�� �D�V�V�D�V�V�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �.�L�P��
Jong-Nam at KLIA is a prime example of how insider 
knowledge can be exploited. In that case, despite 
KLIA’s security measures, the attackers were able 
to smuggle a deadly chemical weapon, VX nerve 
agent, past several layers of security. Unpredictability 
helps address insider threats by reducing the value 
of insider knowledge. When security measures 
vary randomly, even those working within the 
system cannot predict when or where a control 
will be applied. This non-transparency disrupts the 
planning capabilities of potential malicious insiders. 
�5�D�Q�G�R�P�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���D�V�V�L�J�Q�P�H�Q�W�V�����V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���O�D�Q�H���X�V�D�J�H����
and unannounced patrols create a constant state of 
uncertainty, limiting the opportunities for insiders to 
collaborate with external actors or execute harmful 
actions without detection.

Case Study: Kim Jong-Nam’s Assassination at 
KLIA
�2�Q�� �)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\�� �������� ������������ �.�L�P�� �-�R�Q�J���1�D�P�� �Z�D�V��
assassinated at KLIA by two women who smeared VX 
�Q�H�U�Y�H���D�J�H�Q�W���R�Q���K�L�V���I�D�F�H�����7�K�H���K�L�J�K���S�U�R�¿�O�H���Q�D�W�X�U�H���R�I���W�K�H��
case and the involvement of North Korean agents drew 
global attention to the vulnerabilities in KLIA’s security 
systems. Although the attack occurred in a public 
space, it exposed the challenges of managing large, 
complex airport environments where both external 
and internal threats coexist. Had unpredictability 
measures been more effectively implemented, such 
�D�V���U�D�Q�G�R�P�L�]�H�G���S�D�W�U�R�O�V���L�Q���S�X�E�O�L�F���D�U�H�D�V�����W�K�H���D�W�W�D�F�N�H�U�V��
might have been deterred or detected before the 
assassination. Moreover, increased unpredictability 
in screening and surveillance could have made it 
�P�R�U�H���G�L�I�¿�F�X�O�W���I�R�U���W�K�H���D�W�W�D�F�N�H�U�V���W�R���S�O�D�Q���W�K�H�L�U���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q��
�Z�L�W�K���F�R�Q�¿�G�H�Q�F�H��

�+�L�J�K���3�U�R�¿�O�H���,�Q�F�L�G�H�Q�W�V���D�W���.�/�,�$�����%�H�\�R�Q�G���.�L�P���-�R�Q�J��
Nam
�7�K�H���D�V�V�D�V�V�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���.�L�P���-�R�Q�J���1�D�P���L�Q�������������D�W���.�/�,�$��
is a well-known case of security lapses in public areas 
of the airport. However, there have been other 
incidents at KLIA that further illustrate the need for 
heightened security measures, including 
unpredictability.



������

1. KLIA Gold Heist (2013)
�,�Q�� ������������ �D�U�P�H�G�� �U�R�E�E�H�U�V�� �L�Q�¿�O�W�U�D�W�H�G�� �.�/�,�$�
�V�� �F�D�U�J�R��
terminal and stole RM 3.3 million worth of gold bars. 
Despite the security measures in place, the robbers 
were able to exploit predictable security patterns. 
�+�D�G�� �P�R�U�H�� �X�Q�S�U�H�G�L�F�W�D�E�O�H�� �S�D�W�U�R�O�V�� �D�Q�G�� �U�D�Q�G�R�P�L�]�H�G��
inspections been implemented; the robbers’ planning 
could have been thwarted. This incident highlighted 
the vulnerabilities in cargo security and the need for 
unpredictability in securing not only passengers but 
also cargo operations.

2. Attempted Smuggling Operations
KLIA has seen multiple cases of attempted smuggling 
of illegal substances. In 2015, a drug-smuggling ring 
was disrupted when an insider at KLIA helped move 
contraband past screening points. This case, like the 
Daallo Airlines Flight 159 incident, highlights the 
threat posed by insiders with intimate knowledge of 
security procedures. Increasing random inspections 
of airport staff and their activities, as well as 
�L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�L�Q�J�� �U�D�Q�G�R�P�L�]�H�G�� �F�D�U�J�R�� �F�K�H�F�N�V���� �F�R�X�O�G�� �K�D�Y�H��
deterred or detected such activities earlier.

These incidents underscore the importance of 
implementing unpredictability across all facets of 
aviation security, from passenger areas to cargo 
operations and staff surveillance.

Unpredictability in Aviation Security: A Proactive 
Approach
Unpredictability in aviation security involves 
�U�D�Q�G�R�P�L�]�L�Q�J���W�K�H���W�L�P�H�����O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���P�H�W�K�R�G���R�I���V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\��
checks to create uncertainty for potential attackers. 
This variation not only deters external threats but 
also addresses insider threats by reducing the value 
of insider knowledge. In Malaysia, unpredictability is 
applied at KLIA and other major airports in various 
forms:
• Random Passenger and Baggage Screening: 

Security personnel randomly select passengers 
for additional screening, including explosive trace 
detection (ETD) and full-body pat-downs.

• �5�D�Q�G�R�P�L�]�H�G�� �(�P�S�O�R�\�H�H�� �&�K�H�F�N�V���� �$�L�U�S�R�U�W��
employees with access to secure areas are 
subject to unexpected badge and identity checks, 
as well as random inspections of personal 
belongings.

• Patrol Variation: Security patrols in and around 
airport terminals and cargo areas are conducted 

at irregular intervals to prevent potential criminals 
from identifying patterns.

These measures are designed to increase the 
perceived risk for would-be attackers, making it 
�G�L�I�¿�F�X�O�W���I�R�U���W�K�H�P���W�R���S�O�D�Q���D�Q�G���H�[�H�F�X�W�H���W�K�H�L�U���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V��

The Readiness of Aviation Security in Malaysia
Malaysia’s readiness to address aviation security 
threats through unpredictability is a collective 
effort that involves multiple stakeholders, including 
CAAM, airline operators, and various government 
agencies. Each of these entities plays a crucial role in 
maintaining a robust and adaptable security system.

1. Civil Aviation Authority of Malaysia (CAAM)
CAAM is the primary regulatory body responsible for 
overseeing aviation security in Malaysia. It enforces 
compliance with international aviation standards, 
including those set by the International Civil Aviation 
�2�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�����,�&�$�2�������&�$�$�0���H�Q�V�X�U�H�V���W�K�D�W���D�O�O���0�D�O�D�\�V�L�D�Q��
airports, including KLIA, adhere to the latest security 
regulations, including implementing unpredictability 
in screening and security measures. CAAM has also 
integrated unpredictability into its security protocols, 
ensuring that security checks are carried out at 
irregular intervals and locations. This reduces the 
possibility of anyone—whether a passenger or an 
employee-predicting when or where they might be 
subject to additional scrutiny. For example, random 
checks on employees accessing sensitive areas like 
cargo facilities and aircraft maintenance hangars are 
now a routine part of aviation security in Malaysia.

2. Airline Operators
Airline operators such as Malaysia Airlines, AirAsia, 
and Malindo Air have their own security protocols, 
which must align with CAAM’s regulations. These 
airlines coordinate closely with airport security 
personnel to ensure that random checks are 
conducted on passengers, luggage, and even crew 
members. For example, Malaysia Airlines conducts 
�U�D�Q�G�R�P�L�]�H�G�� �V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\�� �F�K�H�F�N�V�� �R�Q�� �L�W�V�� �F�U�H�Z�� �W�R�� �U�H�G�X�F�H��
the risk of insider threats, especially during long-haul 
�À�L�J�K�W�V�����8�Q�S�U�H�G�L�F�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���L�V���D�O�V�R���D�S�S�O�L�H�G���G�X�U�L�Q�J���E�R�D�U�G�L�Q�J��
processes, where passengers may be randomly 
selected for additional screening before entering the 
aircraft. This ensures that any potential threats, even 
those that may have passed initial security checks, 
�F�D�Q���V�W�L�O�O���E�H���L�Q�W�H�U�F�H�S�W�H�G���E�H�I�R�U�H���W�K�H���À�L�J�K�W���W�D�N�H�V���R�I�I��
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3. Government Agencies
Several government agencies, including the 
Royal Malaysia Police, the Malaysian Immigration 
Department, and the Malaysian Customs Department, 
collaborate to ensure that aviation security remains 
strong. These agencies are responsible for monitoring 
both the public and restricted areas of airports, 
ensuring that no potential threat goes unnoticed. 
For instance, the Royal Malaysia Police conduct 
random patrols in both the passenger terminals and 
cargo areas at KLIA. These patrols are designed to 
be unpredictable, varying in timing and routes, which 
increases their deterrent effect. Similarly, customs 
�D�Q�G���L�P�P�L�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I�¿�F�H�U�V���S�H�U�I�R�U�P���U�D�Q�G�R�P���F�K�H�F�N�V���R�Q��
passengers and cargo to detect any illegal activities, 
�V�X�F�K���D�V���V�P�X�J�J�O�L�Q�J���R�U���K�X�P�D�Q���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J��

Coordination Among Stakeholders
The effectiveness of unpredictability in Malaysia’s 
aviation security system depends on the close 
coordination between all relevant stakeholders. 
CAAM provides the overarching framework, 
while airline operators and government agencies 
�L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�� �V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�� �P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V�� �W�D�L�O�R�U�H�G�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�L�U��
respective roles. Regular inter-agency meetings 
ensure that any emerging threats are addressed 
promptly, and adjustments to security protocols are 
made when necessary. One such example of effective 
coordination was the response to the gold heist in 
2013, where security protocols were reevaluated, and 
more unpredictable checks were introduced in cargo 
areas. Similarly, following the assassination of Kim 
Jong-Nam, KLIA enhanced its public area security by 
�L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�L�Q�J�� �P�R�U�H�� �I�U�H�T�X�H�Q�W�� �D�Q�G�� �U�D�Q�G�R�P�L�]�H�G�� �S�D�W�U�R�O�V����
�S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\���L�Q���K�L�J�K���W�U�D�I�¿�F���D�U�H�D�V���O�L�N�H���W�K�H���G�H�S�D�U�W�X�U�H���D�Q�G��
arrival halls.

Challenges in Implementing Unpredictability
�:�K�L�O�H�� �X�Q�S�U�H�G�L�F�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\�� �F�D�Q�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�O�\�� �H�Q�K�D�Q�F�H��
security, it comes with its own set of challenges. 
First, the balance between overt and covert security 
measures must be carefully managed. If measures 
are too overt, such as constant random checks, they 
could cause anxiety among passengers and disrupt 
airport operations. Conversely, if the measures are too 
covert, they may lose their deterrent effect, as potential 
�D�W�W�D�F�N�H�U�V���P�D�\���Q�R�W���E�H���D�Z�D�U�H���R�I���W�K�H���U�D�Q�G�R�P�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�����,�Q��
addition, the introduction of unpredictable security 
�P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V���F�D�Q���O�H�D�G���W�R���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���L�Q�H�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�F�L�H�V���L�I���Q�R�W��
carefully coordinated with regular airport activities. 

For instance, frequent and unexpected checks of staff 
members could slow down operations, particularly 
at busy airports like KLIA. Therefore, implementing 
unpredictability requires a delicate balance between 
maintaining a high level of security and ensuring 
�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���H�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�F�\��

The Future of Unpredictability in Aviation Security
As aviation security continues to evolve, 
unpredictability will play an increasingly important 
role in mitigating both external and internal threats. 
Future developments may include more sophisticated 
�W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�H�V�� �I�R�U�� �U�D�Q�G�R�P�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���� �V�X�F�K�� �D�V�� �D�U�W�L�¿�F�L�D�O��
intelligence-driven algorithms that can dynamically 
adjust security protocols based on real-time risk 
assessments. In Malaysia, the integration of such 
technologies could further enhance the security of 
critical infrastructure like KLIA. By using AI to analyse 
passenger data, behaviour patterns, and other risk 
factors, airport authorities could deploy security 
measures more effectively, ensuring that highrisk 
individuals are subject to increased scrutiny while 
maintaining a smooth experience for many travellers.

Conclusion
In conclusion, the concept of unpredictability offers 
a proactive, cost-effective way to address the 
everevolving landscape of aviation security threats. 
Malaysia’s experience, particularly the lessons 
learned from the Kim Jong-Nam case, demonstrates 
the need for continuous adaptation and the integration 
of unpredictability into the country’s broader security 
framework. As airports like KLIA continue to serve as 
critical hubs in global air travel, maintaining 
unpredictability will be essential to staying ahead of 
both external attackers and internal threats.



On 25 May 2024, at least 33 people, including children, were killed in a fire
that broke out at a gaming zone in Rajkot, Gujarat. Since the bodies were
charred beyond recognition, the government immediately pressed the
State Forensic Science Laboratory (FSL) into action to identify the victims
through DNA profiling. The bodies were charred to such an extent that
there was no fluid remaining for easy DNA sampling.

GUJARAT FORENSIC LAB
LEADS THE WAY IN QUICK

IDENTIFICATION OF DISASTER
VICTIMS WITH RAPID HIT

DNA TECHNOLOGY

Since there was an urgent need to identify the missing people, the
remains of the deceased were sent immediately to Gandhinagar FSL
by an air ambulance to save time. Reference DNA samples of victims
and their kin were sent to the FSL overnight for identification.

The identities of nine bodies recovered from the disaster were
established within a day. Usually, such an identification exercise
involving multiple and degraded human remains takes weeks or even
months. However, the State FSL was able to expedite the process by
using a combination of traditional DNA testing along with newly
acquired Rapid DNA technology.

Owing to the quick decision making by the state government and
Gujarat Police together with the diligence & ingenuity of the State
FSL, all bodies were identified in a record time of just a few days. This
helped the government officially declare the names of deceased and
reduce the agony of victim families by giving them timely closure.

Rapid DNA, or Rapid DNA analysis, is a fully automated process of
developing a DNA profile from human samples. This happens in 1-2
hours – without the need for a DNA laboratory or any human
intervention and review.

Disaster victim identification (DVI) can be a very meticulous and
lengthy process despite the number of casualties. This is especially
true if DNA testing is part of the DVI process and is used to assist in
the identification of victims. Processing and analyzing DNA samples
from decedents or relatives can take several days. Rapid DNA
typing systems eliminate this waiting utilizing a tabletop, self-
contained, and automated instrument.

Rapid DNA has been successfully deployed to assist in the
identification of victims in many disasters in the United States &
Europe. Now Gandhinagar has become the first lab in India to utilize
this revolutionary technology not just for solving crimes quickly by
also for swift humanitarian relief.
 
Additional Information:
https://www.thermofisher.com/id/en/home/industrial/forensics/human-
identification/forensic-dna-analysis/dna-analysis/rapidhit-id-system-human-
identification.html

https://patch.com/pennsylvania/bensalem/bucks-fire-victim-identified-using-
bensalems-dna-technology
https://www.wfla.com/news/pinellas-county/investigators-using-rapid-dna-testing-to-
identify-victims-of-surfside-tragedy/
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In the digital age, the national security and law enforcement
landscape is not just evolving; it is expanding at an
exponential rate. Criminal network sophistication is
increasing, combined with cryptocurrency and artificial
intelligence (AI) technology’s rapid adoption. This new era
means that investigative techniques and compliance
frameworks need to be constantly adapted to stay ahead.
This article di scusses the many threats and opportunities
that present themselves as part of the digital transformation.

Challenges in compliance and investigations
The sheer volume of generated data and cross-border transactions pose significant complexities in
identifying suspicious activity. It can become a delicate balancing act to have robust measures in place
while protecting privacy rights and facilitating leg itimate activities. Encryption and privacy technologies
protect privacy, but they can also shield illicit activities, complicating lawful surveillance and investigation
efforts. The global nature of the internet further complicates jurisdictional authority. Criminals are operating
across borders with impunity, exploiting legal and procedural disparities between countries. 

Law enforcement agencies (LE As) such as customs; immigration; anti-corruption units; criminal investigation
departments; state intelligence; special investigation units; and defense forces face many challenges in
adapting to these evolving threats and developing strategic advantages. Adopting advanced data
analytics, and AI or machine learning tools can help with effective data management and streamline
operations.

Advanced investigations and shell company indicators
Thorough investigations for fraud prevention in the public
sector maintain integrity and trust in public institutions and
safeguard public funds. These investigations can be complex,
involving convoluted business structures designed to obscure
ownership, control, and the flow of illicit funds. To effectively
decode these structures, investigators employ a multiface ted
approach that combines forensic accounting, legal analysis,
and advanced data analytics.

There are instances where sanctioned entities take
advantage of loopholes to use legal persons as a vehicle to
evade detection. For LEAs to mitigate the potential risks posed
by leveraging these legal persons, their compliance teams
can use technology to discover potential shell companies
within their portfolio, a s well as conduct due diligence on all
counterparties in transactions.

A call to adaptation
To preempt potential threats, we encourage organizations to
foster a culture of preparedness and early mitigation. Using
data-driven insights and new technology can give
government agencies a strategic advantage and identify
vulnerabilities before they are exploited. A proactive stance
enables strategic planning an d targeted mitigation efforts,
which are essential in an environment where resources are
often limited.

NAVIGATING THE DIGITAL AGE IN 
NATIONAL SECURITY, INTELLIGENCE, 

AND LAW ENFORCEMENT

The role of public-private partnerships (PPP)
Detection, enforcement, and response on this scale
often requires investment in technology and
expertise. As public sector resources can be limited
and under scrutiny, the opportunity for public sector
agencies to collaborate with the private sector
cannot be ignored—addressing these evolving
threats in partnership. By doing so, governments can
expect to benef it from new perspectives from
partners that are at the cutting edge of applying
advanced technological solutions.

The Rise of Cybercrime and Ransomware
As cyber threats loom large, we remember the
vulnerabilities inherent in supply chains. Even
organizations with robust security measures are
not immune to the domino effect from an attack
on a supplier. In this context, the role of predictive
analytics and risk assessment becomes vital to
resilience. 

High-quality data and advanced analytics can
support agencies with predictive threat modeling,
enhance cyber forensic capabilities, and facilitate
real-time threat intelligence; improving detection,
prevention, and response mechanisms. By
leveraging these technologies, agencies can
adapt to the evolving cyber landscape,
safeguarding national interests more effe ctively.
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COUNTERING WILDLIFE TRAFFICKING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA:
STEPPING UP POLICE ACTION AND COLLABORATION

THROUGH “TRIPOD”

THE SCOPE OF THE
PROBLEM

05 October, 2024

Wildlife trafficking remains one of the mostWildlife trafficking remains one of the most
lucrative and persistent illegal trades in Southeastlucrative and persistent illegal trades in Southeast
Asia, with traffickers exploiting transportationAsia, with t raffickers exploiting transportation
channels to move illicit wildlife products from Asiachannels to move illicit wildlife products from Asia
and Africa to buyers in consumer countries. Thisand Africa to buyers in consumer countries. This
trade generates billions of dollars, with criminaltrade generates billions of dollars, with criminal
networks constantly adapting to evade lawnetworks constantly ada pting to evade law
enforcement. Seizures and arrests, while increasing,enforcement. Seizures and arrests, while increasing,
remain inconsistent, as traffickers often manage toremain inconsistent, as traffickers often manage to
stay one step ahead due to systemic vulnerabilitiesstay one step ahead due to systemic vulnerabilities
in the region. In response, a new initiative,in the region. In response, a  new initiative,
“TRIPOD,” aims to address these challenges through“TRIPOD,” aims to address these challenges through
enhanced police collaboration and more agileenhanced police collaboration and more agile
enforcement methods.enforcement methods.

Wildlife traffickers are skilled at using their ownWildlife traffickers are skilled at using their own
intelligence to identify and exploit the weaknesses ofintelligence to identify and exploit the weaknesses of
law enforcement, selecting routes and methods thatlaw enforcement, selecting routes and methods that
minimize their risk of detection. Corruption,minimize their risk of detection. Corruption,
bureaucracy, and a lack of adequate incentives forbureaucracy, and a lack of adequate incentives for
enforcement officers are some of the key enablers ofenfo rcement officers are some of the key enablers of
this illegal trade.this illegal trade.
While some seizures have been made due to tip-offs, theWhile some seizures have been made due to tip-offs, the
success rate of these operations is hindered by thesuccess rate of these operations is hindered by the
same corrupt networks that help traffickers evadesame corrupt networks that help traffickers evade
capt ure. Moreover, many enforcement officers strugglecapture. Moreover, many enforcement officers struggle
to keep up with the agility of the criminal networks.to keep up with the agility of the criminal networks.
Border-based officers, for instance, often wait forBorder-based officers, for instance, often wait for
approval from supervisors before sharing criticalapproval from supervisors before sharing critical
information with their counterparts, delayinginformation with their counterparts, delaying
enforcement action. Additionally, the relatively lowenforcement action. Additionally, the relatively low
penalties imposed for wildlife crimes further diminishpenalties imposed for wildlife crimes further diminish
the motivation to pursue lengthy, intelligence-driventhe motivation to pursue lengthy, int elligence-driven
investigations.investigations. 111



This case demonstrates the importance of
financial investigations and digital forensics in
wildlife crime enforcement. The ability to
extract and analyze data from seized devices
played a key role in building the case against
Hydra. However, cases like this are rare, and
the lessons learned need to be scaled up and
applied more broadly across Southeast Asia

CHALLENGES TO COLLABORATION

While there have been  attempts to create
regional and sub-regional counter-trafficking
networks in Southeast Asia, several obstacles
have limited their effectiveness over time.
Bureaucratic red tape and formalities slow
down the process of information sharing. Over
time, non-wildlife agencies, such as customs
or financial investigators, lose interest, leaving
wildlife officers to tackle what is often a highly
organized transna tional crime problem. Lack
of funding also prevents sustained
interagency cooperation, causing these
initiatives to lose momentum.

In most cases, enforcement agencies in
Southeast Asia are reactive, responding to
wildlife trafficking incidents rather than
proactively investigating and deterring
criminal networks. Multi-agency 

task forces, while existing on paper, are often not fully operational,
which hamp ers their ability to respond to trafficking networks that are
both well-organized and well-resourced.

THE TRIPOD SOLUTION: EMPOWERING FRONTLINE ENFORCEMENT

To counter these challenges, ASEANAPOL, in collaboration with the
counter-trafficking organization Freeland and the US Department of
State’s Bureau of International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs
(INL), has launched the “TRIPOD” initiative— Targeting Regional
Interdictions and Policing Opportunities for Development.  This project
is designed to build a robust, agile, and multi-agency enforcement
network that can effectively counter wildlife trafficking across
Southeast Asia.

CASE STUDY: THE HYDRA SYNDICATE

One notable success in countering wildlife trafficking in Southeast Asia
is the case against the Hydra syndicate, a criminal organization th at
dominated wildlife trafficking for two decades. Thai enforcement
agencies, in collaboration with financial investigators, managed to target
Hydra's weak points and track suspicious assets linked to the syndicate.

With the assistance of Thailand's Anti-Money Laundering Organization
(AMLO) and other enforcement bodies, investigators pursued an Anti-
Money Laundering (AML) case, identifying over $11 million in illicit assets
associated with Hydra members. In 2021, these assets—including land,
real estate, money, and cars—were seized. By September 2022, the Thai
Supreme Court overturned earlier lower-court verdicts and sentenced
Hydra’s leader, Boonchai Bach, to five years in prison, although Bach
remains a fugitive at the time of writing.
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TRIPOD focuses on decentralizing enforcement,
empowering frontline officers, and fostering
collaboration across agencies, including non-
wildlife-focused agencies like anti-money
laundering and anti-corruption bodies. By doing so,
it addresses three critical areas:

Decentralized and empowered networks:
TRIPOD aims to build less bureaucratic, more
agile enforcement teams that can respond
rapidly and share information without needing
to wait for approvals from higher-ups. This
decentralization helps ensure sustainability and
a quicker response to trafficking activities.

Incentives for sustained engagement :
Enforcement officers in Southeast Asia often
see wildlife crime enforcement as an additional
burden, given the limited resources available to
them. TRIPOD works to provide the necessary
incentives, tools, and training to keep these
officers engaged and effective.

Involvement of non-wildlife agencies :
Prosecutors, anti-money laundering officers,
and anti-corruption agencies play a crucial role
in countering wildlife trafficking. By involving
these agencies, TRIPOD ensures a holistic
approach that targets not only the traffickers
but also their financial networks and corrupt
enablers.

TRIPOD'S THREE-LEVEL APPROACH

TRIPOD operates on three interconnected levels to
buil d a sustainable and effective enforcement
network across Southeast Asia:

Team Formation : Localized multi-agency task
forces are established to focus on wildlife crime
at key border hotspots, where much of the
trafficking occurs.

Team Empowerment:  These task forces are
provided with the necessary training and tools
to identify and disrupt wildlife supply chains.
This includes training on digital forensics,
financial investigations, and intelligence
gathering.

Team Networking : TRIPOD connects these
localized task forces into a regional, cross-
border enforcement network. This network is
designed to dismantle entire criminal supply
chains and serve as a deterrent to future
trafficking operations.

EXPANDING THE IMPACT

TRIPOD Phase I has already been implemented in
Indonesia, Malaysia, and the Philippines. Phase II,
currently underway, covers Lao PDR, Malaysia,
Thailand, and Vietnam. The goal is to expand the
training and tools provided by TRIPOD to all ASEAN
member states, ensuring that each country has the
capability to effectively counter wildlife trafficking.
The ultimate aim of TRIPOD is to create a
sustainable, well-connected enforcement network
that can operate independently of temporary
funding or interest, ensuring that Southeast Asia
remains a hostile envi ronment for wildlife
traffickers.





�� ��������
�5�H�F�D�S



ASEANAPOL
SECRETARIAT 

POL. COLONEL 
DAVID MARTINEZ VINLUAN

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

ACP DR. BAKRI
 ZAINAL ABIDIN

DIRECTOR POLICE 
SERVICES

POL. SNR. LT. COL. 
NGUYEN HUU NGOC

DIRECTOR PLANS AND
PROGRAMMES

SUPT. AZRUL HISHAM
 MOHD SHAFFEI

HEADS OF ADMINISTRATIVE
AND TECHNICAL

DSP SURESH
 SUBRAMANIAM

DSP PLANS AND 
PROGRAMMES

ASP ENGKU NURUL ‘AINI
 ENGKU MALEK

ASP PLANS AND 
PROGRAMMES

ASP NITHIA PERUMAL

ASP POLICE  
SERVICES

CPL RIFAEICPL ANASCPL SUHASINISM KHAIROL AZMICPL SHUKRICPL SABKIRIMANL/CPL FARAS

MR. ZULHUSNI MS. NURUL MS. NOORAZLINDA MS. FAHIZATONIZAM MS. PUTRI MS. MARIA

DSP ABDUL HAMID 
ABDUL HASHIM

DSP POLICE
SERVICES



MORE INFORMATION

ASEANAPOL

ASEANAPOL1981

ASEANAPOL

ASEANAPOL

www.aseanapol.org

aseanapol-secretariat

+603 2260 2222

aseanapolsec@aseanapol.org

Level 13, Tower 2,
Menara Kembar Bank Rakyat,
No.33, Jalan Rakyat,
50470 KUALA LUMPUR

CONTACT INFO


